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Pix Must Skirt Censorial Pitfalls 
Abroad; Thus Preserve Foreign B. 0. 





Hays office wants to avert as many | 


bannings as possible in foreign coun- 
tries, since it is highly pertinent that 


every possible foreign market be 
taken advantage of at the present 
time That and other production 


code matters, arising from the pres- 


ent foreign situation, were taken up 
by Joe Breen, head of the MPPDA 
production code division, on his 
visit to N. Y. the last few days. 


Hays office hopes to save produc- 
ers coin by advising on the elimina- 
tion of topical gags before the film 
goes into work. While ordinarily 
such quips might not prove offensive, 


they are held objectionable under 
present wartime conditions. Hays 
officials are to issue clear-cut data 


to all producers on the Coast regard- 
ing probable difficulties in the for- 
eign field on certain types of films, 
bearing in mind the number of re- 


cent bans imposed by censors in 
foreign nations. The war has de- 
veloped new situations and senti- 
ments and Haysians believe it is 


smart business to tip off producers 
about foreign censorial pitfalls in 
advance. 


New Invention Would Aid 
Native Comprehension of 
Foreign-Language Films 


Shanghai, Oct. 20. 


The Grand theatre embarks on a} 
unique experiment to facilitate Chi- | 


nese patrons understanding English 
dialog. Management is wiring seats 
with three-way head receivers, op- 
erating from main cables running 
along all aisles from sound control 
room, where Chinese girls translate 
into three dialects, Mandarin, 
Shanghai and Cantonese 


have option of switching on any of 
three 

Adjustments are so fitted that dia- 
log from machines may be cut out 
but mechanical effects still will be 
heard. such as pistol shot music 
and other loud sounds. Listeners 


may switch on and off at will. 
Inventor is said to 
with patents pending. Distribs 
for it because superimposed 
titles never have been satisfactory, 
being strain both on foreigners and 
English -speaking Chinese. This 
equipment would be naturally adap- 
table for South American countries 


be a Russian, 


and others where dubbed pix have | 


been found unsuitable 
dialectic difficulties, 


of 


because 


Fed Up’ With Trouping 


Minneapolis, Nov. 7. 
Appearing as soloist with the Min- 
neapolis Symphony here last week, 
Sergei Rachmaninoff announced he 
will retire to his Connecticut home 
at the conclusion of his present tour 
He said he’s ‘fed up’ with trouping 


— 





| 
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‘MENTION RUBY’ 


Included in Jolson’s Okay of Arthur 
Boran’s Impersonation 
Boston, Nov. 7. 
Arthur Boran, Boston mimic heard 
with Rubinoff on the Rexall Drug- 
stores series (WBZ), wired Al Jolson 
to him. 
back: you 


for permission impersonate 
Jolson wired ‘Okay, if 
mention Ruby Keeler’s name.’ 

That was the day after Ruby 


Al 


sued 


for divorce. 


HOW GESTAPO 


TREKS DOW 
DX RADIO 


Montreal, Nov. 7. 

A. Frigon, stant general 
iger of the Canadian Broadcast- 
‘orp. recently gave R ytarians an 
on methods used by totali- 
n countries to prevent nationals 


assls 


Dr 
man 
n y 
inside 
tari 
from listening to foreign broadcasts. 
In contrast to policy of Canada and 
Britain 1g well-balanced 


~ & rr a 


in maintainit! 


schedules including a large propor- 
tion of musical and light entertain- 
ment programs, Dr. Frigon cited 
Russian, German and Italian com- 
pletely propagandized radio. 

Frigon said that totalitarian gov- 
ernments jam foreign broadcasts at 
the frequency of the station whose 
programs listeners are prohibited 
from hearing A number of low- 
power tral tters, installed at stra- 
te int ‘ >» or less ef- 

Fri also 

A } t i : © i bi ad ist 
the und of Db or other: 1a 
so that if somebody tunes in on a 
foreign ation the p iSite yund 
accompanying tne reception 1 the 
tipoff wh ch may lead the Gestapo 
to the door of the offe ng listener 

Dr. Frigon pointed to the universal 

(Continued on page 39) 


are | 
sub- | 


TRYING IT OUT ON THE 
DOGS, MAESTRO’S IDEA 


Hiring dancers to dance to a band 
in rehearsal, in order to gauge their 
reactions, is a new gag invented by 
Johnny Williams, drummer who re- 
cently left Raymond Scott’s Quintet 
'to form his own band. Williams has 
a team of shagsters, fox trot duo, 
and a rhumba pair, hopping to his 
embryo tempos to help him _ set 
proper paces, make suggestions, etc. 


Williams claims it aids the band, 
too. Says it makes ’em feel more 
relaxed to have somebody. dancing 
| while they experiment. 


WOULD ENLIST 
~FORS SUPPORT 





Federation of Arts’ Idea Is' 


to Have President Appoint 


Commission for Unbiased | 
Study of Federal Theatre| 


Prior to Congressional Ac- | 


tion — Senator Pepper’s 


Bill Not Along Relief Lines 


FLANAGAN’S RESEARCH 


Washington, Nov. 7. 
During the next session of Con- 
gress, due to convene next January, 
several measures designed to create 


WAR FILMS B. 


a national theatre, if not revive the | 


Federal Theatre Project, are due for 
| consideration. Senator Claude 
Pepper, who favored a Government- 
theatre on a number of oc- 
casions, will foster a bill to establish 
a Bureau of Fine Arts which would 
include the stage, but not along re- 
lief lines. 
called 
year. 

Remedial proposals to bring back 
Federal theatre support are being 
carefully prepared the Federa- 


backed 


Coffee-Pepper bill of last 


he 
by 


Plan is similar to the so-| 


tion of Arts unions, which function- 


f 


(Continued on page 34) 


First Revue on Ice 
Set to Open on New 
Arena Winter Circuit 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 


First show set to circulate around 
the recently formed Arena Managers 
Assn. string of arenas is ‘Ice Vani- 
ties of 1940’. Including a lineup of 
name skate t op it the Phila- 
delphia Arena today (Wed.) and is 
booked almost solidly until April, 
next year. Duequesne Gardens, 
Pittsburgh, follo Philly 

Ice SI { irvries Robert Dench 

nd Rosemary Stuart, figure champs 

f England; Anne Taylor, film 
tand-in for Sonja Henie, and Gene 
Gestloff, partner of Miss Henie in 
her last picture, ‘Second Fiddle’; 
Vera Hruba, Czechoslovakian star: 
Caley Sisters, Viv-Ann Huten, Guy 


Owen, Lois Dworshak, Alfred Trenk- 
ler, and a 24-girl line. 

Phil O’Brien produced, General 
Amusement Corp. agented 

Fi >. 
ight Are Relatives 

Lincoln, Nov. 7. 
With the band yn the mush- 
room, it’s hard to find ways to be 
different anymore. Johnny Martone, 
batoneer from Pittsburgh now tour- 
ing the midwest, has a different kind 
of a band. 


biz 


Eight of the 10 members are re- 
lated to him, no one further re- 
moved than a first cousin 


| plenty 
| the 
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NATL THEATRE PLAN 








‘NBC 








STILL ASKING 
| $25,000 For Rose Bowl 
Rights Is Demanded 





Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
| Rose Bowl football game on New 
Year’s day is being offered around 
to the networks for exclusive broad- 
casting rights. Price is $25,000. Grid 
classic has gone begging at that fig- 
ure for three years. 
| Another exclusive being peddled 
is the Santa Anita $100,000 handi- 
cap for $10,000. 

No takers or nibbles on either, 


Chicago, Nov. 7. 
With news of the conflict abroad 
beginning to get monotonous, war 


films are threatening to do a quick 
blackout. That they are quickly get- 


ting to be boxoffice poison is sug- | 
| gested by a sudden drop in interest 


among the fans, notably women. 
Theatre observers’ report. that 
of men, more interested in 
war stuff than.the women, are 
being dragged away from boxoffices 
in the face of the managers and 
steered somewhere else. Theory 
that the women want no part of the 
war or films pertaining thereto, pre- 
ferring lighter entertainment that re- 


1S 


moves the thought of gas masks, 
bombings, torpedoing, etc. 
Recently managers have noted that 
(Continued on page 47) 


N. Y. FAIR’S BONDS 757 
OFF IN WALL STREET 


When the New York World 
closed until next May it wi: 
nounced that the corporation was in 
excellent financial condition so far 
cash on hand is concerned, but 
main obligation, a matter of 

than $23,000,000 in outstand- 
bonds, was not mentioned. 


Fait 


iS an- 


as 
the 
more 


ing 


| Among bondholders are several stage 


i 


unions, including Equity, 
tional Alliance of Theatrical 
Employees and the American 
eration of Musicians. 

Equity is known to have invested 
$10,000 in Fair Bonds, which were 
quoted over the counter Monday 
(6) in Wall Street at 23 bid and 26 
asked, meaning that the present 
value of the securities are 75% un- 
der par. Opinion downtown is that 
if the war is ended during the win- 
ter Fair bonds and other of 
securities will rebound. 


vy 4ic 


Stage 
Fed- 


type 


Interna- ! 


Football 


Inaugurates First Shortwave 
Commercial Radio Internationally 


+ 
| 
| 





| NBC's” shortwave facilities in 
'Bound Brook, N. J., namely WNBI 
and WRCA, go commercial Noy. 15 
with United Fruit as the first 
It’s 52-week non-can- 


cellable contract, calling for a quar- 


ace- 


count, a 


ter hour a day, seven days a week. 
The and 
the palaver will be in Spanish. The 
United Fruit commercials will make 
the first emanating from an interna- 
tional shortwave receiver in the 
United States. NBC expects to tie 
up several more such accounts in 
the next few weeks. 


programs will be musical 


The programs will be broadcast 
under a ruling handed down by the 
Federal Communications Commission 
early this year. The continuities, ace 
cording to the ruling, are limited to 
the name of the sponsor and general 
characteristic of the product, al- 
though in United Fruit’s case, it is 
indicated, the objective will be pri- 
marily good-will building among 
people within the area of supply. 

The FCC ruling also provides that 
the product must be regularly sold 
or promoted for sale in the open 
market in the country or countries 
which the program fs directed. 
WNBI’s main frequency is 17,000 
K.c., metres, whi'e WRCA is on 
9,670 k.c., 32.02 metres. 


to 


140 
19.0 


'Byrd’s Antarctic 


Expedition Alt Set 
On Its Film Shows 


Boston, Nov. 7. 
Single feature bills, plus first 
runs and no blockbooking will be 
the policy of the Byrd Antarctic Ex- 
pedition, acco! ling to Roger H 
officer in charge of film 


Ol i 
Hawthorne, former As- 


iWe- 
orne Ta) 
iorne, ene 
; 


tertainment, 


sociated Pre reporter in Washing- 
ton, will handle all press and radio 
relations at Little America for the 
expedition. 

Producers have donated 84 fea- 
tures, 52 shorts (no travel ys) and 
12 newsreels. lan is to have a 
weekly show at each of the two 


bases (1,000 miles apart), constitut- 
ing a neat problem of bicycling 
prints. Most popular films will be 
repeated for each group during the 
year and a half. 

Instead of dishes each man will 
get a bag of peanuts and a candy 
bar before each film show ' 
mences, 


come 


Verdi’s Niece Swings It 


Frances Verdi, great grand niece 
of Guiseppi Verdi, Italian composer 
of operas, is being trained by Aileen 
Stanley, former vaudeville player, in 
vocal swingology. 
Mi Verdi was bx 
ie is set to Ww 


orn in Brooklyn. 


SI irble with a band 
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espite Some Film Co. Opposition, HONEY ‘WILL ROGERS’ | Filmers Still Don't Like Guild Plan 


Notably Metro, Dramatists Finally 


Despite last-minute agitation by 
certain film company officials, the 
Dramatists Guild on Monday (6) 
unanimously approved the proposed 
plan (so-called ‘Wharton-Wilk plan’) 
ic govern Hollywood financing of 
legit production outside the mini- 
mum basic agreement. Action was 
taken at the organization’s annual 
meeting. at the Lincoln hotel, N. Y. 
Managers meet tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) for final ratification of the pact 

Members offered no objections to 
the plan as a whole or to any of its 
provisions. There were several 
minor changes in the wording, but 
they were merely of a clarifying na- 
ture and have no effect on the actua) 
terms. It was indicated by Guild 
tpokesmen that the membership’s | 
action was final and that no revi- 
sions or modifications in the plan 
will be considered until it has been 
tried in actual operation. 

Pian. which has previously been 
reported in detail, does not affect 
the existing minimum basic agree- 
ment, except in regard to the price 
of the screen rights to plays backed 
with film coin. It merely offers an 
alternate plan under which the stu- 
dios may finance legit production. 
If the plan is adopted by the Broad- 
way managers, the picture com- 
panies may bankroll plays under the 
regular minimum basie agreement 01 
the alternate plan. In the former 
case they must buy the screen rights 
in the open market. In the latter, 
they acquire such rights in advance, 
with the price to be determined by 
the gross from the legit run. 

The new plan establishes a mini- 
mum advance of $5,000 for the screen 
rights, with additional minimum ad- 
vances of $2,500 for a two weeks’ run 
end $7.500 additional for a _ three 
weeks’ run. It also sets a schedule 
of royalties based on the length of 
the legit run (both on Broadway 
and the road), the gross and the 
weekly running expense. In addi- 
tion, it sets up various ‘proteetive’ 
regulations regarding closing the 
show. making cast changes, etc. 

Metro’s Objections 

Officials of certain picture com- 
panies, particularly Metro, strongly 
opposed several points in the plan, 
notably the minimum ‘advance’ re- 
quirements and the ‘protective’ stip- 
ulations covering the closing of legit 
productions. Understood the Metro 
execs sought to bring pressure 
through the other major studios to 
block Guild approval of the plan 
Also rumored that certain Broadway 
managers and a few Guild membe: 
were also approached. 

However, most of the influential 


members of the Guild were known 
to favor adoption of the plan as fi- 
nally drafted. and it was carried 
with Elmer Rice, the new Guild prez 
dissenting Film officials had de- 


clared privately that the plan agreed 
upon in negotiation had subsequently 
been considerably, revised without 
the know'edge of the Hollywood end 
That allegation was denied by 

} 


Robert FE. Sherwood, in his report 


as retiring president. Referring to a 
recent Guild council meeting at- 
tended by Sidney Phillips, of Metr« 
John Byram of Paramount, and 
Jacob Wilk, of Warners, to ‘straight- 
€n out the few remaining points at 
issue.’ Sherwood stated, “There 


seemed to be no serious disagree- 
ment on any of the points of mate- 
rial jimportance—and at a subsequent 


meeting, the council approved the 
rlen in the form in which it has 
been delivered to you for considera- 


tion today.’ 

He then added, ‘I could not pre- 
sume to guess to what extent this 
plan, if put into operation, will bene- 
fit the theatre by increasing produc- 
tion of plays. I can only say that 
jt is now as soundly constructed as 
we could make it after years of ef- 
fort.’ 

B’way Likely to OK Pact 

Revardless of studio objection to 
certain phases of the plan, the 
Broadway managers are figured Jike- 
lv to pass it. As signatories to the 
Guild's minimum Dasic agreement, 
thev must approve it for it to be- 
come effective, since it takes the 
form of an amendment to that agree- 
ment. The film companies have no 
direct voice in the matter. 

Despite Metro’s opposition and 
the less determined disapproval of 


certain other companies to portions 





FUND’ SNARES MANY’ 


| 


| ittsburgh, Nov. 7. Although the Dramatists Guild okayed the amended basic agreement 
Five Pittsburghers were indicted designed to attract Hollywood money back to legit production, severa} 


by a Federal grand jury in Boston) film company executives are dissatisfied with the pact and there is 
week for using the name of the doubt whether picture backing will be forthcoming despite the long 


b] 
Approve H wood Financing of Play td Rogers Memorial Fund to de- negotiations. Metro is the chief di 


fraud through the mails and ship lot- clause whereby a picture company after paying for production, mak- 





tery tickets between states. In ad-| ing the advance of $5,000 the first 
dition, two other western Pennsyl-| should have the privilege of withd 
to money expended in favor of 





+ 


for fleecing publie since 1934 under by the film end are in the amende 


ssenter. It held out for an optiona} 


week and $7,500 the second week, 
rawing and relinquishing any claim 


d agreement, 


$ ° ? Ri h vanians were named, along with 64 
That $ Right, You re Ig t men from 20 other federal districts, board twice rejected that suggestion, but most of the ideas submitted 


guise of a fund to establish a me-| 
morial to late Rogers. 
Swindle was operated in 15 differ- rights—according to the picture pe 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
David Butler brought in RKO’s 
‘That's Right. You're Wrong’ for 
$695.000, or $105,000 under budget. 
Producer-director also cut the 


were Henry C. Peters, Paul E. two weeks ago. 


The pact merely provides another way whereby picture companies 
may finance plays—on a royalty basis for the purchase of the screen 


ople. Rewriting of the new clauses 


ent cities. Seven from here indicted by the Guild without consulting the film end, roused objections about 








Johnston, Herbert V. Nelly, Les ——__ 





footage to final release length two 
davs after the final shot. 


Shapiro, Ford J. Rogerio, Frank 


ets, known as the Gold Bond and 
Will Rogers Memorial Fund, were 


Interrupt Film at 9 P.M. 


| 
the author and producer, Guild's 
- 4 


SS SS es 
| Washak and John F. Minteer. ° ° e 
Jury found that the lottery tick- Twin City Indies quaw on 0 


For News Bulletins |snisiver “pote caners'wmen| OFS, High Brackets: Late Deals 


contained certain printed papers, cer- 








o sa tificates and instruments purported | 
Supplied by Radio to be tickets, chances, shares and in- + meneame 


caducus 'terests in lotteries. Winners, who 


Stone Reverts to Type 


Cincinnati. Nov. 7 never received awards, were to be 

: aut, . te. 

Six neighborhood cinemas of , Selected from totals of Treasury bal- oe 

sialic: Os (oe 3 y ances, horse races and_ baseball , 
Greater Cincy tied in with WCPO ceils Hollywood, Nov. 7. 


last week for special news service 
to their patrons. At 9 o'clock ve tag ing, riding and shooting routine in 
night each theatre’s public address e S; 11 Goldwyn’s Texas teture 

: ao ee af L Z T Samue oldwyn’s Texas picture, 
system is used for reading of news Goldwyn oans LOrina {£0 ‘The Westerner, formerly titled ‘The 


bulletins aired by the station an)| 


; ‘ “— Outlaw’ and ‘Vinegarroon.’ Gary 
hour earlier Printed copies of the | 2 0th-Fox After Nixing Cooper is starred. 


news are then posted in lobbies of | 


the houses for perusal by attend- | Bid f WB R nicians leaves Saturday (11) for 
ees. Forms for the latter credit | I or epeat location near Tucson, Ariz. 
WCPO and Butternut Bread, spon- | ——— CAS NS 


sors of the news broadcasts, for the | 


Fred Stone goes into his old rop- 








Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
service 


| 
ice urn the theatres run trait-| Breach between Sam’ Goldwyn | Qysted Member Sues 


. land the Warners widened with the 
ers. giving screen credits to the sta- 


a te /announcement that Zorina had been | Fil Ed f 1266: 
On, OHS Apeneee. |loaned to 20th-Fox for the star role im S$ for ) 
; 7 lin ‘European Plan” Feud began a . 
week ago when Goldwyn refused | Conspiracy Charged 
REN GOETZ RESIGNS M- Warners’ request to borrow the 
dancer for a second musical picture. - 


ENGLISH PROD POST His reason was that he was); Los Angeles, Nov. 7. 
° Charles V Henkel, suspended 


negotiating with Dwight Wiman for 
= Zorina’s services in a Broadway| Member of the Society of Motion 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. musical play, but it is understood | Picture Film Editors, filed suit for 
that he was dissatisfied with her $126,900 damages against that or- 
first Warner picture ganization, Edmund D. Hannan, pres- 
Zorina went to New York. osten-| ident, and Walter W. Sharp, charg- 
sibly to start rehearsals for the| ing conspiracy to do away with in- 
Wiman show, but suddenly returned | dependent picture producers. 
to Hollywood. With her came her Plaintiff declares he was suspend- 
husband, George Ballanchine, who|ed June 6 for six months because 
is slated to handle the ballet num-; he refused to make allegedly fake 
‘ bers in the picture. charges that he had accepted less 
sia eng oes ae ‘ seniinginaiantaie | than the minimum pay for editing 
byte poi oS age hong a film for the Colony Picture Corp. 
of ‘A Yank At Oxford, “The Citadel : ; a year ago. He asks $1,900 for loss 
and ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ He had Eyicksen Leaves Fairbanks | 3.°6772%$25.000 cesetai ond sige. 


started ‘Busman’s Holiday’ when 000 


Metro closed its British plant and For Wanger After ?0 Yrs. 


Ben Goetz, managing director of 
Metro’s film production in England, 
handed in his resignation and left 
for Tucson, Ariz., to recuperate from 
a surgical operation recently per- 
formed in New York. He was of- 
fered an executive berth in Culver 
City but declined under doctor's 


punitive damages. 


ordered him home. 


iasikennaieaiis ae aeneoend. a os LULL OVER WARNERS; 
_ m resined B’S QUIT BUZZING 


< . Wi W . () . . ‘ z ) 
Disrae l alts on livier Douglas Fairbanks’ business manager 
Hollyw ood Noy 7 


to devote full time to Walter 


' , - Tans <P 4 etc ac hiz n nncgear 
otiewnasd Nov. % Waneger’s intere F biz manage! 


> “ae , .|/ ana treasurer. 

temake of ‘Disraeli’ at Warner . 

SOE nite production e na Erickson had been with Fairbanks Production at Warners hits a’new 
£O nto roauctio as soo as : 

Laurence Olivier completes his role 
in ‘Rebecca’ at Selznick-Interna- 


tional 


nearly 20 years, but his work with| low this week with two companies 
Wanger became so heavy that he had | Working on the lot and one on loca- 
to pass up one of the jobs tion. Shooting at the Burbank stu- 

= i. ; dio are ‘Fighting 69th’ and ‘Life of 
yr. Ehrlich. ‘Virginia City’ is in 


N. 7. work at Flagstaff, Ariz 


Lull in production is due to the 


Geraldine Fitzgerald plays the 


femme lead | 
sei: L. A. to 


cessation of B production. 


Okay Mormon Script = Mi Hiutler eee ae 


‘ Vay } ler | —_—_ - 
7 + ad Coll S Peter Ord ay 
Hollywood, Nov. 7 : ; viepeas 
4 . ine . I Damita |} Ed Pesk: 
Louis Bromfield’s first treatment) Mrs. Jenne Dodge | Tom Revere | ARRIVALS 
of ha ; y \f wi oshs y one ¥ m Roy del R h Al Rovell j : ; 
: oe 8 wei , B gham Young here Harry M. Goety 1 Adrian Rollint | (At the Port of New York) 
approved by Heber S. Grant, presi- ‘ CG am Spyros Skouras | Pp: 5 ? ‘ pis 
dent of the Morman chureh lohn faley Kate Smith aul Vincent = Carroll, Thelma 
7 OE gE eT \lois Havrill | Barb: Stanwyck | White, Wellyn Totman 
rranht peni tnree days aS Luest O lou HH; a iw i 62 n Ver: Wngels B Wa) ‘ 
tk os 20th-Fox stud oO look ng over the ’ He | red ~' " tate cigs alter Com- 
seienene pt. - , fohn He ir rec rneter mendatore Aboaf. Mme. Chaliapin. 
° Ge : on . a ' er Countess S; Iverte B: ronecs Von 
N e Ke elanet [. rhe _ Spiegel Von R enthal Reznicek 
of e plan, it is expected that some Port ates - ' hol . Rudolf Serkin and Adolf Busch. 
Hale ij ‘ ‘ LAbde1 j 


Hollywood financing of legit wil] be 


resumed as soon as the Broadway | 

ieeaavk. ste toe beak, Mines N. Y. to L. A. SAILINGS 

s already committed to back Sidney | George J ' ‘ D O. Sel } Dec. 6 (Los Angeles to Melbourne) 

Kingsley’s ‘Of Day and Night’ (pre- | ("| - Spits Col. de Basil's Ballet Russe (Mari- 
ae , i ‘ kine an Sj eT | % awe 

viously called ‘The Outward Room’), pr. A. Ht. Giannini ! Stone posa). 

Ian? 1+ tc helie , rt ¢ © _ Nell CF Day Wellvi Totinar J P } 

Paramount i: believed to have sev- |r) itierfora Rot a pe cn Nov. 2 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 

era] plays ready to go into produc-, Ren Schneider ' Yorina Mortimer Stewart (Matsonia), 


tion, while the plans of 20th-Fox, 
Columbia, RKO and others aren’t 


“Srcene pirates extaoranay | ther News Pertaining to Pictures 





nite 


latitude in regard to modification, 
concessions, amendment and arbitra- cinidicinaonalec siid 
tion, it is figured by the Guild that British Film Industry Monopolistic. . 


any inequities that develop in actual oe Fe et ne enene nen eaaerene: ep 3 
operation can be mutually adjusted Columbia Resumes British Prod. .......................... Pare 12 
by negotiation. Moreover, the plan Italy Woods Yank Pix............. a. od Pase 12 
is to be effective for only one year, Over-Emphasis on S. A. Market.. Nees eeu a Pase 12 
so if it proves unworkable it may Equity Lenient on Television Pay Scales.......... cabal Pase 22 
be scrapped at the end of that time. Texaco May Divvy Its Hour.............................. 0). Page 29 

It was noted that at the Guild Radio Reviews: Jimmy Fidler, Jack Buchanan, ‘Drums Along : 
meeting the associate members pres- Mohawk,’ Fred Allen, Lucius Beebe, Jean Hersholt. Page 30 
ent also expressed unofficial ap-|| Screen Guild’s Sloppy Radio Performances............. _. Page 25 
proval of the pact, although they had Metro Music Group's PSA Et CE RA a eR Ae ma 31 
na vote on the issue. However, Vaudeville Balks at Filmsters.......... SA Rg eee: Pase 35 
since the plan is intended to benefit New Acts: Linda Ware ...... Kieesuews aie eae aie us secede P; ve 36 
chiefly the unestablished play- 4 A’s Money Troubles eR ee iii “ic yr 
be gnis Piciies r views were asked on Jack Haley Vice Bert Wheeler in Stave Mus Cal. cccccccces Page 4} 

















Troupe of 150 players and tech-| 


Minneapolis, Nov. 7, 

| Twin City independent exhibitors 
/continue to resist Warner Bros. per- 
centage demands for four pictures, 
Unwritten law or agreement among 
the indies seems to be that the only 
exception they'll make from their 
‘buy flat or not at all’ decree is 
Metro. In other years, other com- 
panies, including Warners, have 
capitulated to the indies’ ultimatum, 
Outcome of present scrap is being 
‘watched with interest 

{| There’s some exhibitor squawking 


about 20th-Fox deal among the in- 
dependents, too. Claim is made that 
the company is ‘unfairly’ allocating 
‘weak’ pictures to the upper brackets 
and refusing or ‘evading’ a 20‘¢ 
cancellation privilege 

On its part, 20th-Fox asserts that 
it only has asked for a waiver of 
the 20°% cancellation and substitu- 
tion of 10% for it in those cases 
where it has made ‘concessions’ and 
deviated from its regular deal It 
feels exhibitors should ‘go along’ 
with it, meeting it part way 

‘Some independent = exhibitors 
squawk about percentage deals, as- 
serting 35% is too much of a split,’ 
Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch 
manager points out. ‘Yet these same 
exhibitors are continually complain- 
ing that the flat rental prices are too 
high and cost them as much as 50‘ 
of their grosses. 





‘Moreover, we've never heard of 
an exhibitor who grossed substan- 
tially more than he expected on a 
lower bracket picture offering to pay 
more for it than the contract re- 
quires. But if it’s the other way 
around the unreasonable bovs vell 
their heads off 

The trouble with a numbe of 
independent exhibitors in the Twin 
Cities is that they can see only one 
side of the picture and don't believe 
that what’s sauce for the goose is 
sauce for the gander. What they d 
is all right, but if the distributor does 
the same thing it’s all wrong, They 


won't be fair or reasonable 


RKO, WB Pacts in East 
RKO during the past week closed 
up a number of leading deals, in- 
cluding Western Massachusetts Thea- 
tres, Inc.: Dominion Theatres of 
Virginia (Par): Theatrical Managers’ 
circuit of Indiana and the Long 


ring in Texas 
Warner Bros. has closed with the 
Century circuit for its 1939-40 proda- 


uct 100% in 45 houses in Brooklyn 
and Long Island. Home office forces 
negotiated the buy with Fred 


Schwartz of Century. Another WB 
deal is with Ed Smalley circuit, up- 
state N. Y.: Ed Schnitzer, WB « 
trict manager, and Paul Krumen- 
acker, Albany branch manager, 
handling this one with Bill Smalley. 

The Publix-Rickards & Nace cir- 
cuit in Arizona, numbering 25 
houses, has closed with Warner 
Bros., taking all its features, shorts 
j and trailers, for the 1939-40 season. 
| Jack Brower, Warner branch man- 
lager at Los Angeles, negotiated the 
| contract. 


N.Y. Tale for Cagney 


| henedie 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
‘City of Conquest,’ a tale of Man- 
hattan, is slated as James Cagney § 
next starrer at Warners. replat ing 
‘The Story of John Paul Jones.’ 








Cagney goes on vacation after } 
current picture, ‘Fighting 69th.’ 
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ARMS REPEAL TO BOOM B.0. 





La Guardia Wants to Carry the Ball 


Himself in Campaign to Bring Back 
$75,000,000 Annual Pix Prod. to N. Y. 





With much interest in giving more 
production to the east, and financial 
circles reported inquiring why this 
shouldn't be forced, the campaign to 
give N. Y. a break in film-making is 
understood to be one in which Mayor 
F. H. LaGuardia is very seriously 
concerned on a follow-through at the | 
earliest possible moment. He is said | 
to be quite determined to bring san 
some of the filming that is now con- | 
centrated on the Coast, even if it’s | 
only 10%. ° | 

A late report is that Paramount 
may be the first to heed the appeal 
of Mayor LaGuardia, shifting the 
production of some of its this sea- 
son’s (1939-40) pictures to the east. 

The last company to give up pro- 
ducing in the east, Paramount still 
owns the Astoria, L. I, studio which 
is under lease to Eastern Service 
Studios, Inc. This is the _ best- 
equipped plant in the east, and if 
Par determined to come back to the 
Atlantic Coast to turn out a few fea- 
tures, it probably would be able to 
obtain sufficient facilities to make 
from five to 10 pictures during the 
coming year. 

Mayor LaGuardia is expected to 
approach the producing companies 
themselves with a view to obtaining 
his objective. In union circles, where 
officials have been active in the cam- 
paign to give N. Y. more film pro- 
duction, it understood that the 
mayor, prepared to lend every force- 
ful argument he can, wants to ‘carry 
the ball himself.’ The unions, num- | 
bering several thousand members, 
are very willing to let the mayor 
handle the reins and push the cam- 
paign in the best way that he 
fit, though always with their closest 
cooperation, They are heartened by 
LaGuardia’s interest since his back- 
ground bears out, as reminded, that 
when he goes into anything serious- 
ly, he means business and will not 
be satisfied until a terrific fight has 
been put up for what he wants for 
the city of which he is boss. He also 
has always been a friend of labor. 

Met With Union Officials 

A meeting was held between th 

mayor and union officials during the 





is 


sees 


e 


past week to discuss the situation 
and lay the groundwork for what- 
ever action is deemed most advis- 
able. No definite plan of attack is 


known to have been formulated as 
yet, since the initial steps are largely 
(Continued on page 46) 


Major Distribs Want 
To Know How They 


Fouled Consent Decree 


Los Angeles, Nov. 7 
Requests for clarification were 


filed by 13 major distributing com- 


panies in the Government's action 
charging them with contempt of 
court for asserted violation of the} 


Defendants de- | 
action fails to 
they violated the 


1930 consent decree. 
clared the original 
inform them how 
decree. Hearing on motion is set 
for Nov. 13 before U. S. District 
Judge Campbell E. Beaumont. 
Among those making the plea 
were Fox-West Coast Theatres Corp., 
Fox-West Coast Agency Corp., 20th- 


Fox, Loew's, Metro, Paramount, 
Warners (Vitagraph), United Art- 
ists, Universal, RKO-Radio, 





ZUKOR’S LATIN SECTOR 
TREK STARTS NOV. 20 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Adolph Zukor is going to Mexico | 
City for Paramount's Mexican sales 
meet there Nov. 20. 
He doubles back to H lywood 
Dec. 15 and after first of the year 


heads for Cuba, Central and South 
America, 





i 


=< 


/RKO was carried to the U. S. 
preme Court this week when mi-| 


| group 
| Jacob Heller, 


| of 


| Sist 


| week 





Small Takes on Kenton 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Erle C, Kenton moved into the 
Edward Small outfit 
(Mon.) as an associate producer. 
Contract calls for two productions 
| under Small’s supervision. 


CASSELL’S NEW 
MOVE T0 HALT 
RKO REORG 


Washington, Nov. 7. 


Attempt to upset reorganization of | 
Su- 








nority creditors asked for rulings on 
several highly-technical points in- 
volving constitutionality of 77B. 
Attorneys for H. Cassell & Co., 
of defaulted debentures, pe 
titioned for a review of the pro- 
ceedings by which the house-clean- 
ing has been effected. 
Naming Atlas Corp. as a defendant | 
the ground the financial house | 
proposed the reorg plan, the Cassell | 
(Hugh Cessell, Karl Nathan, 
Justin Condon and Ig- 
Wahl) insisted RKO was a 
debtor’ and inquired 
77B can be invoked in such 


ownel 


on 


natius 
‘solvent 
whether 


| circumstances. Petitioners, who 
were joined by RKO (also a 
respondent), are secured creditors 


with a claim for $300,000 represent- 
ing face value of debentures and un- 
paid interest. 


The questions which the Court 
was asked to answer are: 
1. Can secured creditors be de- 


prived of security and compensated 


with common and preferred stock on 
a for par’ 

2. Is it adequate compensation to 
pay secured creditors of a solvent 
corporation with stock less valuable 
than face amount of their 
claim? 

3. Is 77B constitutional if it per- 
mits payment at less than the value 
the claim? 

Attorneys for the bond-holders in- 
that valuable property rights 
were destroyed when the reorgani- | 
zation scheme received approval, 
holding that compensation was in- 
adequate. Arguments are highly 
technical, with the barristers charg- 


par basis? 


) 


the 


ing numerous inconsistencies  be- 
tween the RKO case and other 77B 


proceedings. 


DICKER UA TO DISTRIB 
INDIES’ J. C. THOMAS * 


Deal for United Artists to hanate| 
release of several films to be made | 
this year by the new producing firm | 
of Sig Schlager and George Green| 
is expected to be consummated this | 
when the pair confab with | 
Silverstone, UA head. Pro- 


Murray 


ducers arrived in New York Mon- 
day (6) for the negotiations, after 
hs stopover in Chicago to confab 
| with John Charles Thomas, who will 
be starred in the initial film, ‘King- | 
dom Come’, by Adela Rogers St. 
Johns. Schlager and Green, oper- 


ating as Producers’ Corp. of Amer- 
ica, will put the picture into work 
Jan. 4. 

No 
tribution deal with Le 
and Jed Harris have taken 
yet, Silverstone said Monday 
He has been approached indirectly, 
it is understood, but talk is still in 
the vague stages. 


actual negotiations on a dis- 
wis Milestone | 
place | 

(6). 


+ 
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| the boom 


| the country 


necae 
} grosses, 
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Sectors Supplying War Needs 


i} n 








Especially East of the 


Mississippi 





yesterday | 75% OF REVENUE THERE ing 


| 


| ‘If peace doesn’t break out,’ as one | 


theatre operating executive of a ma- 
jor producer-distributor puts it, mei 
arms embargo repeal shouid react to | 
the benefit of film boxoffices within | 
two or three months and, on a con- | 
tinuance of the war, send 1940 into 
new and highest ground since the 
1929 sinking. 


The fact that the great majority 
of receipts comes from communities 
east of the Mississippi that are im- 
portant in the field of manufacturing 
| or produce (wheat, cotton, oil, etc.), 
|makes it doubly conclusive that if 
the arms embargo repeal is to set off 
a boom, the result on industry books 
| is going to be very positive. 

It is estimated that about 75% of 
the rental returns and the gross ad- 
missions from east of the Mis- 
sissippi, although throucthout por- 
tions of the midwest in the farming 
belt and in the southwest in oil and 
cotton territory, the reaction at the 
| b.o. on war prosperity could be very 
important beyond the river. 





are 


The experience of the last war was 
that the theatres didn’t begin to ride 
that was develoned until 
about six months of fighting had 
gone on. That experience may be 
duplicated this time, also, as manu- 
facturing progress and growing gets 
deeper under way in the face of in- 
creased market demands. 

Grosses are now running ahead of 
the same time last year but reported 
in theatre statistical quarters that the 
tendency during the past three weeks 
has been to show signs of weakening 
a little instead of strengthening in 
spite of the fact the pictures on re- 
lease are of normal quality or better. 

While the failure of grosses to 
forge ahead at this time is causing 
some pessimism, in view of pictures 
available on the market, operators 
believe this is due at the moment to 
the uncertainties that exist, the 
weeks of consideration of the arms 
embargo repeal in Washington and 
possibly, for a time yet, the doubt 
as to what the repeal will mean to 
business generally. 

It is confidently believed that if a 
boom is to come, neither Washington 
nor anything else can stop profiteer- 
ing and the soaring of prices, all of 
which would redound to the benefit 
of the theatres and enable upping of 
prices here and there. What would 
greatly rose-color the situation when 
is taken as a whole on 
would be the sudden return 


to life of scores of cities and towns 
where manufacturing has been at a 
very low ebb for years. This would 


also be true of farming communities 
which have suffered. 


Bobby Breen Quits Pix 
While Voice Is Changing 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Bobby Breen, currently a free 
agent, is retiring from pictures for 


the next two years, to attend a mili- 
tary academy during the regular 
school year and study drama in New 
York during the summers. 

Sol Lesser, to whom 
was under contract, 
up his option rather 
voice while 


the boy actor 
itly passed 
than risk injur- 


it changing. 


rece! 
s 
his is 


Teddy Rides Again 


ing 





Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
‘Teddy Roosevelt and His Rough 


Riders’ gallops before the cameras 
Nov. 14 as the next of Warners se- 
ries of historical shorts. 


Sidney Blackmer heads the cast. 


Can’t Help Benefiting— 





Important Philly Ruling Favors 





Capra-Riskin’s Ist 


Hollywood, Nov. 

First picture by the new as 

outfit of Frank Capra and Rob- 
ey Riskin will be ‘Life and Deat 
| of John Doe,’ by Richard Connell 
and Robert Presnell. 

Outfit recently 
| Selznick- International studio, 











took quarters at 


PAR’S FARM-OUT 


POLICY TO 
EASE NUT 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Farm-out plan to ease the expense 





of carrying contract players between | 
| 


home-lot jobs is being intensified by 
with high- 
priced thesps on loan to other 


Paramount, four of its 


stu- 
dios and a dozen more deals await- 
ing action. 

| Dorothy Lamour 
outside roles, one at 
‘Johnny Apollo,’ and 
in an untitled South Seas feature. 
Fred MacMurray is on call at Co- 
lumbia for ‘Too Many Husbands,’ and 
later at Warners for one picture. 
Ray Milland goes to RKO next week 
for ‘Irene,’ and Susan Hayward steps 
out on a six-week personal tour 
with Louella Parsons. Paramount’s 
eontract list totals 63, with 18 more 
under two and three- porture deals. 


Expect Over $3,000,000 
Paramount Net Profit 
For First 9 Months 


With Wall 
Street that Paramount third quarter 


two 
in 


cast in 
20th-Fox 


is 


the expectation in 


earnings will 
the 
this year, 
the first 
morrow (Thursday), may show near- 
ly $3,200,000 net profit. 

Paramount reported net profit of 
$2,130,000 for the first half of 1939, 
covering the six months ending June 
30. While second quarter earnings of 
$830,000 dipped below the _ initial 
three months, the August and Sep- 
tember business enjoyed by Par 
reported t hot up earnings to 


show a pickup over 


preceding three-month period 


the financial statement for 


nine months, 


S is 
to have 
near $1,000,000 for the third quarter 

The financial report, 
company 
ering any 


second major 
statement to come out cov- 
period since the European 
| war started ill be osely 
to see if domestic business managed 
hee overcome any dip in the foreign 
revenue. 

Par declared its first dividend on 
| the new common (15c) this year and 
has maintained payments on both 
classes of prarereas issues. 


SEE GOLDWYN HIATUS 
FROM FIRST OF YEAR ON 


—— 


sibility that Samuel Goldwyn 
may follow other producers and cut 
down production staffs during the 
} usual seasonal lull at the beginning 
lof the year is reported, 

Bert Bloch, eastern story scout, 
is understood taking an enforced va- 
cation of several months. Goldwyn 
studios are well-stocked now with 
properties and hesitate to invest any 
more coin in new material. 


watched cl 


W 


> 


Po 


at Goldwyn’s | 
| operates 


! ‘40 Vineland, N.J., Indie vs. Warners; 
Holds ‘Master Contracts’ Illegal 


+ 





Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 

In one of the most important court 
decisions affecting the picture indus- 
try in recent years, Federal Judge 
| William H. Kirkpatrick on Monday 
| (6) ruled that ‘master contracts’ giv- 
|ing chain theatres preference over 
independents in the matter of fea- 
| ture runs were violations of the 


‘Sherman and Clayton anti-trust 
| laws. 

Judge Kirkpatrick made this 
ruling in U. S. District Court in 


granting the petition of the Landis 
| theatre, Vineland, N. J., for a pre- 
liminary injunction restraining the 
major producers and distributors and 
the Warner Bros. theatre chain from 
continuing their contract pending a 
final hearing. 

Actual issuance of the injunction 
was stayed, however, when the 13 
defendant companies filed an imme- 
diate appeal to the U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals and posted a $10,- 
000 bond to protect the Landis from 
suffering any financial damage pend- 
ing the final outcome of the appeal, 
if the higher courts sustain Judge 
| Kirkpatrick’s stand. 

Because of the nationwide effect 
| of the ruling, it is believed the case 
| will be carried swiftly to the U. S. 
| Supreme Court. 

| Mayor John G. Gittone, of Vine- 
jland, and other municipal officials, 
who head the Landis Theatre Corp., 
in their suit filed two months ago 
attacked the legality of the contract 
between the Warner circuit, which 
two houses in Vineland, 





}and the major distributors. 


‘In Restraint of Trade’ 


Judge Kirkpatrick sustained the 


|contention of the plaintiffs and de- 


| trade’ 


‘in restraint of 
of the Federal 


contract 
and violation 


clared the 


j}anti-trust laws. 


‘If the existing course of conduct 
is allowed on the part of the defend- 
ants to exist much longer, the Landis 


| theatre will in all probability be 
forced into the hands of its credi- 
tors,’ Judge Kirkpatrick said. 


due out to- | 


| 
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‘If it survives at all it will be as 
an unprofitable second-class theatre, 
its pictures for the most part sec- 
ond-run films or undesirable first 


(Continued on page 47) 
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BIG BACKLOG OF PRODUCT JAMMING N. Y. 
EXHIBITION SITUATION, B’WAY TO NABES 


Holdovers 


and Extended Runs, 


+ 


Plus Stage-Show 


Help, Keeps "Em Long on B’way—Causes Sub- 
sequents to Fall Behind—More Long-Runners Due 


What it is feared may become a 
critical situation so far as suhse- 
quent run theatres are concerned in 
the metropolitan New York area is 


developing as result of an insufficient 
flow 


panies, 


of product from a few com- 


plus a backlog of pictures 


from others due to holdover engage- 
ments. first run. Not only are major 
New York chains beginning to sweat, 
but independents fearful 
there isn’t going to be enough film to 
go around between now and the first 
of the year, may be beyond. 
First step to meet the crisis is de- 
cision of RKO to convert the Palace 


are lest 


and 


into a first-run, starting with the 
engagement today (Wed.) of ‘Alle- 
ghany Uprising.’ That is to be fol- 
lowed by the Kay Kyser picture, 
*‘That’s Right, You're Wrong,’ and 
others from RKO, yet to be dated. 


The theatre, in duals for a ‘ong time, 
has occasionally played pictures 
first run the No. 2 .eature, using 
its own (RKO), Universal, 20th-Fox 
and Warner items avilable to it. 
With playdate room-getting scarcer 
aid scarcer among the leading first- 
run theatres, notably the Music Hall, 
Paramount, Roxy, Strand, Capitol 
and Rivoli, many wictures are 
being delaved in reaching subsequent 


as 


too 


dating Although there is a backlog 
o: product, much of which has been 
playing the resi of the country long 
before N. Y., the distribs are not 
making much excess film available 
for secondary first-runs This, in 
turn, is causing plenty of worry 
among such houses as the Criterion. 
Globe and Rialto, last-mentioned 
having been forced to make a deal 
with Harry Brandt to profit by 


Brandt’s buying power 


Pecause of the jam, it may be nec- 


essary for nabes to t.y to obtain 
cheaper film—anything they can get 
on the market—for first-run dates. 


This has occurred from time to time 


when no one downtown wanted cer- 


tain films, but not frequently. It 
may be that an effort will have to be 
made to try to stretch engagements 
further in the neighborhoods or an 
attempt made to get along on single 
bills. Neither appear to be very safe 
solutions at present 
Metro's 3 for Music Hall 

RKO, with which the M c Hall 
has a selective deal, h had nothing 
in that theatr« since ‘Cael.’ earlv 
in Octobe and se¢ no roon until 
“Hunchback of Notre Dame.’ now 
ready, goes in around the holiday 
The M.H., meantime has bought 
*Ninotchka’ from Metro and is dick- 
ering with latter for two additionals 
to follow, ‘Remember?’ «(Robert Tay- 
lor-Greer Garson) and ‘Another 
Thin Man’ ‘(Myrna Loy-William 
Powell). House has also bought “We 
Are Not Alone’ «Muni) from War- 
ners 

Necotiations for Metro trio are 
enab!ed since Metro hopes to remain 
in the Capitol for eight weeks with 
“Gone With the Wind,’ onening there 
Lec. 20, according to | le " 


time, the Cap has a couple of other 


pictures going in. ‘Wind’ wi 


Ic 


at an upped scale. 

RKO circuit second run gets the 
Warner, 20th-Fox, part of the lI 
product and has its own RKO pic- 
tures, while the Loew chain h: ts 
own «(Metro) L&wiited Art sts, Para- 
mount and Columbia. 

The 20th-Fox product is not stalled 
£0 bad as the others, although an 
outside booking for the Roxy is 
*“Housekeeper’s Daughier’ (UA), 


probably Nov. 24. This picture has 
been on release since Oct. 26 waiting 
for a N. Y. date. In addition to that, 
between now and Jan. 1, in all prob- 
ability, the Roxy will play only three 
20th films, ‘Davtime Wife, ‘Bluebird’ 
and ‘Swanee River,’ 
for the holidays. 


last-mentioned 


Par and Strand Well Set 
Both the Strand, show-window for 
Warner pictures, and the Par, flag- 
ship of the Par chain. are out- 


stretched on bookings through to the 
first of the year. 

Strand brings in ‘Roaring Twen- 
flies, with the Bob Crosby band for 
three weeks, on Friday (10), fol- 
lowed by three weeks of 


and Essex’ and the Al Donahue 
orchestrz That takes the house uy 
Piobably be ‘Four Wives; Shep 


cerns gp 


‘Elisabeth | 


not 
the 


That means 
Strand for 
months 

scheduled 


(Wed.) 


banda. 
off the 
for two 
has 
today 


Fields 
much 
subsequents 
Paramount 
starting 


stare 
comes 


three 
weeks, 
‘Rulers of the 
the Job Zurke band on 
That will be followed by 
Canary’ for two weeks, 
Martin and Jan Savitt 
Picture to follow that 
weeks but 
(Geronimo.’ 


the 
‘Cat 
with 
the 
two 


may 


plus 
stage 
and 
Tony 


‘ 
pit. 


in 
for 
net set, it 


or three 


be 
Pat 
feature- 
wind 
thought of 


tne 


Although 
Travels, 


Dec. 20, ‘Gulliver's 

length cartoon, will probably 
up at Rivoli in the 

a longe: and a more suitable 
Glen Gray the Par 
of Dec. 20 regard- 


penciled for on 


the 
run 
showcass is 


stage band week 
less. 

The Riv, in ght film but main- 
taining same scale as stage-show 
houses, opens ‘First Love’ (U) to- 


day (Wed.), to be followed by ‘Des- 


stra} 


try Rides Again’ (U). House has 
a selective deal with U, and is ex- 
pected to get additional UA pic- 
tures in view of the impasse with 
the Music Hall ‘outside of Selznick 
productions), but to date has just 


Riv also gets the 
film. ‘London 


two pictures dated. 
Charles Laughton 


After Dark’ (to be re-titled) but that 
won't be until sometime early in 
1940 

Beyond ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) for 


the Hall during the holidays, the Hall 


is set on nothing but ‘Pinnochio’ 
(Disney-RKO) which it will get 


around Feb. 1, that being the release 


date on this one 

While more often than not, major 
pictures have gone into dates in 
many other parts of the country 


p 
Wi 


or to Broadway, the extension of 
playing time in N. Y. due to band 
and other in-person atiractions, plus 


a determination to push film further, 


is now leading to the severe un- 
easiness on the part of the = sub- 
sequent run operators, An improved 
product on the whole is also partly 
responsible, making it possible for 
the holding of film longer than nor- 
mally n t be the case 

PP ob Di€ lor f ‘W 4 
‘Gulliv ‘Ni ( } ( laranteed 
for three weeks 1e Hall), ‘Pin- 
nochio’ and perhaps some othe is 
adding te the lef of the su 

‘Elisabeth d Essex’ will have é 

l ( 6 © pe in} e¢ \ 
won't get to the N. Y. St u 
Dec. 1 Warne pI clic een 
cet lor vene€ral release > } i) 
(11). 


Fired Theatre Mgr. 
Confesses Vandalism 
To His Former House 


Akron Nov. % 

Police said today hat Arthur 
Duroche forme manager of the 
Nixo1 Akron } é ha conte ed 
ft eak ( he the e: \ 
Fric mie £ ad « $2 
OOU ¢ mace t ind T e¢ n 
e¢ I nent D oche} police Sa d. 
confessed e conceived the reck- 
ing operation as a means of ‘retting 


back’ at Char] 





of the house 
from his the 
aZoO, 

On opening Friday noon Siadle: 
found that a three-fcot hole had 
been cut in the screen, the screen 
curtains had been ripped down and 
the projectors and sound towers 
smashed. Stalder said the heat con- 
trol unit of the furnace equipment 
also had been smashed 

Municipal Judge Clande Emmons | 
set bond of $10.000 on two charges 


of malicious destruction of property 


and of breaking and entering and 
bound. Durecher over to the grand 
jury. He was placed in county jail 


in lieu of bond. 


ROADSHOW ‘BLUEBIRD’ 


Holiywood, Novy. 7. 


Shirley Temple's ‘The Bluebird’ 


will be roadshowed by 20th. 
Withdrawn from the holiday sched- 

ule and goes out afte first of the 

year on heels of @ heavy campaign 


with | 
Sea’ and Martha Raye, | 


| 





PARSONS DEBUTS HER 
P.A.S IN FRISCO NOV. 14 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 

Louella O. Parsons opens her per- 
sonal appearance tour in San Fran- 
cisco Nov. 14 with a troupe of nine, 
booked for six weeks by Leo Mor- 
rison, 

Company consisis of June Preisser, 
Jane Wyman, Ronald Reagan, Susan 


Hayward, Arleen Whelan, Joy 
Hodges, Mecca Graham, Jack Mul- 


cahy and Edgar Allan Woolf, author 
of the skit, who will make changes 
to fit the localities. 
Ailing O’Hara Ends Tour 
Hollywood, Nov, 7. 

Maureen O'Hara, Paramount play- 
er, who collapsed while making a 
personal appearence with ‘Jamaica 
Inn’ in Yakima, Wash., returned 10 
Hollywood for treatment. 

Further film work awaits the re- 
sult of surgical observation, 


L.A. County Taxes 
On Picture, Radio 
Studios $1,341,029 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 

Picture and radio studios will con- 
tribute $1,341,029 in taxes to Los An- 
geles county for the °39-40 period as 
its portion of the $125,825.529 to be 
collected. Assessed valuation is ap- 
proximately 45% of the real value 
of the property against which the 
tax is levied. Total paid this yea 
represents an increase of 2% 
last collection period, 


over 


Heaviest valuation was assessed 
against Warners, which wiil pay 
$297,061. Loew's, 20th-Fox and Par- 
amount are next in that order. 

Assessed valuation and taxes to be 
paid are tabled herewith: 
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Dietrich Still Dickers 
For U.S. Tax Refunding 


Washington, Nov. 7 

Review of controversy with the 
Treasury about tax returns for 1936 
and 1937 was sought last week by 
Marlene Dietrich. The Gam gir] 
and her husband have been billed 
by Internal Revenue Bureau, in- 
cluding penalties for $142,193 on 
charge they miscalculated the 
amount owed in income levies, 

Settlement proposal has been 


spurned, although case still is before 
the Justice Department. Legal 
scrutiny will be undertaken by the 
U. S. Board of Tax Appeals. 


WB Pacts Nell O'Day 

Nell O'Day, caught by a Warner 
scout In stock, was inked to a term 
pact and shipped to the Coast last 
week. She was approved by Jack 


Warner, company’s production head. 
who was in New York, before being 
signed, 


Appearance in Pear] Buck's ‘Flight 


Into China’ at the Papermill Play- 
house, Miliburn, N. J., won her the 
lermer without a screen test She 
had previously played in ‘One fo: 
the Money’ on Broadway. 


U.S. Wary of Any 


Wednesday, 


, 


November 8, 1929 





Code Compromises 


Washington, Nov. 7. 


No trade practice code will be approved for the film industry without 
a disclaimer and promise not to use it as defense in anti-trust siits 
now pending and contemplated. That is the Justice Department's reply 
to latest overtures from picture groups. 


Cageyness was employed when Harry Brandt visited the Justice 


De- 


partment last week seeking assurance the Federal Government would 


not object to pact sponsored by the Independent Theatre Owners Acc, 
Murphy 


ciation. Attorney General 
chief prosecutors of the picture ca 


the matter unless there was a pledge which would give the’ D. 


complete freedoni to go ahead and 
ment is not compromised. 


Relating his talk with Brandt and Milton Weisman, counsel fo) 


indie group, Murphy said “The Gc 
that would interfere with its preser 


and Paul Williams, one of the 
ses, both flatly refused to talk about 
J. 
definite understanding the Govern. 


the 
vernment cannot approve anything 


it litigation or prejudice its position.’ 








Referee Olney to Supervise All GN ay 


———— 


Business Affairs; Chandler Act 
Reorg Lists $549,403 Liabilities 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Novy. 7. 
Susanna Foster inked player pact 
at Paramount. 
20th-Fox handed player ticket to 
Elise Knox. 
20th-Fox hoisted 
er’s option. 


Marjorie Weav- 


Boris Ingster inked a new writ- 
ing pact at 20th-Fox. 

George Sanders’ option lifted by 
20th-Fox. 

Robert Ryan penned player con- 
tract with Paramount, 

RKO handed actor ticket to Ed- 


mond O’Brien 


New Pa. Tax Levy of $2 
Per Reei May Create 
Shortage of Prints 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7 


A ‘ 


A shortage of film prints is feared 
by exhibs in this territory follow- 
ing the announcement by the 
Pennsylvania State Board of Censors 
that it will enforce its $2-a-reel levy 
starting next week. Until now the 
tax had not been arbitrary, with 
the board lenient when extra prints 
were needed and brought in from 
outside exchanges, If the censors 
lay down the law as they threaten, 
distributors will shi le print 
into the area, mal é ) 
Wait until they are available 

Th situation would react inst 
the small exhibs, who are complair 
ing now that thev are being dis 
criminated against for the benefit of 
the chains. The only other alterna- 
tive would be for the exchanges to 
pass the added cost to the theatre 
operator. But this would raise a 


louder squawk, as the exhibs charge 
they are now being overcharged for 
films 

Exchange officials and representa- 
tives of the 
with the censors 
compromise 


exhibitors 
seeking 


are 
to 


meeting 
effect a 


U. of Minn. 1st to Teach 


Animated Pic Cartooning 


Minneapolis. Nov. 


é 


University of Minnesota is first 
school in the nation to make ani- 
mated cartoons and in Januarv it 
will become the first to teach its stu- 


dents how to produce them, provid- 
ing a potential talent source for the 
cartoon comedy producers in Holly- 
wood, 

An animated color cartoon, depict- 
ing the history and problems of the 
Minnesota iren ore industry, is now 
in production at the university. 

The animated division is - part of 
a visual education department with 
Dr. Otto Radl and Karel Dodal. who 
came here from the one-time 
Czecho-Slovakia, in charge. They 
had animated cartoon comedy e 
perience in their native country. 


X- 


ROACH TROUPE TO NEVADA 
Hollywood, Nov. 7. 

Hal Roach and company moved 

yesterday (Mon.) to Logansdale, 

Nev., for three weeks of shooting on 

his prehistoric 1,000,000 

= €." 


picture, 
fe 


D. W. Griffith is p: 


oaucer, 
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Grand National -ictures, Ine.’s 
petition for reorganization has been 
referred to Peter B. Olney. Jr. N. Y, 


federal court referee, who immedi- 
ately signed an order setiing the first 
creditors hearing for Nov. 17. Al} 


GN checks must be countersigned 
by the referee, no increases in wages 
may be granted, no additions can be 
made to the payroll, and a monthly 


schedule must be filed showing dis- 
position of assets. Nothing mav be 
sold by the company without per- 
mission of the court, and the debtor 
may continue in operation of its 
business for 30 days, with these re- 





ictions 


sul 


Grand National’s voluntary peti- 


tion for reorganization under Chap- 
ter XI of the Chandler act was filed 
on Thursday (2), listing assets of 
$1,518,418 and liabilities of $549.403, 
The bulk of the’ assets « prise 
trademarks and reissue 1 of 
negatives which are valued at $1.040.- 
943, and based solely on a continued 
operation of the company The GN 
directors declare that a discontinue 
ance of operations, or liquidation, 
would render this larg asset 
worthless. Simultaneously with the 
filing of the petition, Judge Samuel 
Mandelbaum issued a stay order pres 
venting any creditor from terfer- 
ng with the company except th:ough 
the bankruptcy law 

A plan of reorganization accom- 
panied the petition ned by Earle 
W. Hammons, preside pro- 
vides for payment in full t C1 et 
tors. The priority claims of the U.S 
Government, the State of Ne York 
and the City of New York, wii] be 

iken care ol by means of rie olation 
veer the involved ‘ - 
eneral unsecured credit 1 go 
a sum equal to 25 of the ( : 
45 days after confirmatii ( the 
plan; 15% within seven m¢ cs of 
confirmation: 10% within 10 n 
25° in 14 months, and 25% within 
18 months. 

Educational Picture Ti ne 
bankrupt’s parent, the petition 
claims, has been promised ¢ of 
$450,000 from the Reconsiruction 


Finance Corporation, provided an ad- 


ditional $150,000 can be secured. Of 
this amount, $100,000 will be coming 
from Electrical Research Products, 
Inc., and $15,000 from National City 
Bank. The remaining $35.000 is 
ciaimed from other sourc 
Educational te Bankroll 
Grand National, the app ication 
tates, will receive sufficient funds 
from Educational to make the pey- 
ments mentioned, and free iis assets 
now held by preferred creditors #nd 
be able to re-pledge the same to se 
cure the new lende! It \ enable 
better distribution of the films now 
on hand, and will place GN in @ 
solid financial position wherebs it 
can obtain additional film financing. 


Lastly it will enable the company to 
carry on as a going concern 

The list of creditors includes some 
$34.229 owed for taxes in 21 states. 
In N. Y. 47 persons are owed $19.058. 


Taxes due the U. S. are $15.246 ane 
N. Y. state $11,022. 

Creditors holding securities are 
owed $102,708. They are William 
Skirball, holding two-reel Shirley 


Temple productions, $5,198; Arcecle 
Pictures Corp., holding a first lien on 
studio equipment, $15.733; Netional 
City Bank, second lien on studie 
equipment and all rights on 16-1". 
films, $35,150; J. D. Maguire, holding 
10 two-reel films, $22.663: and be 
I.uxe Laboratories holding mere}! 
dise- $12,632. 
Among some 
(Continued ¢ 
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STALLING CANC 





Brandt's Code Proposals Might 


° 


Incept a Flock of Similar Ideas 





A bombardment of trade seectios | 
code proposals embracing clearance 
and arbitration is feared from all 
parts of the country as result of the 
movement on foot by Harry Brandt, 
exhibitor leader, to formulate one | 
of his own for distributor consid- 
eration. In the event that Brandt, 
who is president of the Independent 
Theatre Owners’ Assn. of N. Y., 
succeeds in getting agreement of | 
distributors for a code which he} 
frames, there is no doubt in film | 
circles but that other organizations | 
will follow suit. 

Position of the distributors is a 
dubious one in view of the rejec- 
tion of the trade practices pact 
which was drafted for the entire in- 
dustry and subsequent efforts, in an 
individual way, to provide a portion 
of the relief which had been in- 
corporated in the code killed by the 
Dept. of Justice. The question in- 
volved in acquiescing to any code 
with a single exhibitor association 
is whether that may in any way 
jeopardize a distrib in the U. S. anti- 
trust suit and whether or not spe- 
cial privileges might not be avail- 
able to one exhib while not to an-| 
other. Intent of the code was that | 
it would be industry-wide and any 
exhibitor could have it, though if 
he didn’t want to take advantage of 
the benefits thereunder, he didn’t 
have to sign up. 

Following the death-blow struck 
the trade practices concordat by 
Washington, numerous important ex- | 
hib bodies in addition to the ITOA 
were highly disappointed over its 
fate. While increased cancellations 
and other items were regarded as 
very desirable, most exhib associa- 
tions mourned the loss of clearance | 
and arbitration the most. 

Some of the distribs are providing 
for arbitration on an optional, vol- 
untary basis but along lines that do | 
not approach the detailed and ef-! 
fective manner in which machinery 
had been set up under the code. In 
the minds of the majority of exhib | 
leaders, arbitration and the clear- 
ance problem are of uppermost im- 
portance in effecting more harmoni- 
Ous dealings between distrib and the 
account. 

Strongly in favor of the code, 
Brandt is said to be proceding on 
the theory that if a distributor wants 
to agree on a means of handing 
Clearance disputes and setting up 
more effective arbitration than now 
existing in certain film contracts, 
there should be nothing to go against 
that agreement. Only stipulation 
made by Attorney General Frank 
Murphy, whom Brandt sounded on 
his plan, was that the distribs could 
not use agreement on any code de- 
veloped by Brandt as a defense in 
the U. S. suit. 

A deluge of similar code proposals 
by other exhibitor organizations 
might complicate the _ situation, 
however, it is believed in trade 
circles, Distribs, as yet, are not 
making their position clear in the 
matter, pending further develop- 
ments and a study of the proposals 
to be made them by Brandt 

The probability is that the major 
Producer-distribs will rest on the 
itand taken when the code was 
ready for presentation to the indus- 
try. This was that if the code, as 
written, was not acceptable to the 
indusiry, they would take their 
chances on the U. S. suit. 


Pa. Censors Pass Hitler 
Film Which N. Y. Nixed 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 

‘Hitler, the Beast of Berlin’, 
banned in New York, received an 
O. K. from the Pennsylvania board 
of censors Wednesday (1) Mrs. Edna 
Carroll, board chairman, said Penn- 
Sylvania law does not bar propa- 
Banda films. She denied the picture 
Was ‘sacrilegious’, as alleged by the 
N. Y. censors, 

‘The picture is almost docu- 
mentary and stark in its simplicity’, 
She declared. ‘It is my belief that 
Only the persons who want the mes- 
Sage the film attempts to convey 
Will go to see it. I don’t believe it 
Will hurt them’, 


| 











+> 


| $25,000 bail 





Would Reclassify Extras 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 

Screen Actors Guild last night 
(Monday) asked producers for re- 
classification of various wage brack- 
ets for extras. Under the proposed 
revision the $5.50 a day check would 
vanish, with many who are now 
drawing $8.25 lifted into $11 classifi- 
cation, 

If their request is rejected, SAG 


may ask for arbitration. 





BINGOMASTER 
NABBED FOR 
SWINDLING 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 7. 

LeVere Fuller, WSAY radio an- 
nouncer, and Charles E. Miller, op- 
erator of bingo games here, were 
arrested in Tampa, Fla., last Friday 
as fugitives from justice and held in 
each. Monroe County 
District Attorney Daniel J. O’Mara 
ordered their arrest after investiga- 


tion of bingo games conducted in 
the Roller Drome in Rochester. He 
charged that on three successive | 


weeks $500 top prizes went to in- 
dividuals provided by the manage- 


| ment with master cards, and who| 
turned back the money to the op- 
erators in return for a small re- 


muneration. At least one $50 prize 
ind one of $25 was handled in the 
same manner, O'Mara charges. 


It was indicated the pair would 
fight extradition to New York State 


and officials are taking steps to bring 
them back. 

Result of his probe caused O’Mara 
to put a county-wide ban on bingo. 
Theatres immediately quit all money 
sames and reportedly were glad of 
way out because they had be-| 
Further- 


thn} 
Llls 


come of questionable value 
more, the adverse publicity was 
bound to make it ‘touchy.’ Most 


nabes were 


but 
never 


, mec 
pames, 


money 


nouses 


using 
three main downtown 
had tried it 


Coffee and —— 
Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 
Two weeks ago a local indie start- 
ed a new giveaway at his house—a 
of coffee. 


| cussing 


can 
‘What. no doughnuts?’, a smart 
aleck patron remarked. 


The next day the indie started giv- 


ing away a bag of doughnuts with 
each can of coffee 


Film Eds Nix Move 
To Alion With IATSE 


Holly wood, Nov. 7. 
of Motion Picture Film 
(Monday) turned 


Society 


Editors last night 


| down a proposal to affiliate with the 
|IATSE by a vote of 374 to 29. It 


also ordered a negotiating commit- 

tee to press demands for a 10% 

wage increase in all classifications. 
Affiliation vote was split between 


remaining* independent or aligning 
with some strong group other 
than IA. 





Chertok’s Busy Sked 

Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Chertok, recently upped to 
the status of feature producer at 
Metro, has five stories lined up for 
future shooting. 


é ac k 


Meanwhile, he will continue in 
charge of the shoris department, 
hiefly in an advisory capacity 
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ELLATION 





DISTRIBS MAY Studios Request for Cancellation 


10 SO TH 4-4) OF 10% Wage Tilts Up to Bioff 





Enlarged Cancellation Privi-. 
lege Was Conditioned. 
Upon Acceptance of the’ 
Code by All — RKO, Co-| 
lumbia, U, Rep and Mono! 
May Defer It Until Next. 
Season 


= 


DIFFERENT ANGLES 








Companies which have not as yet | 
worked out an enlarged cancella- | 
tion privilege, plus other trade‘ 
practice reforms patterned after the 
code that have been adopted by 
four of the majors, are studying the 
situation carefully before moving, 
and it is believed in some quarters 
that not all of the distribs will do 
anything at this time. This is pred- 
icated partly on the delay in distrib 
camps that are continuing on the old 
basis of a flat 10% exclusion to the 
exhibitor. As result, the code’s pro- 
visos may be stalled until 1940-41 for | 
many. 

While RKO, Universal and Co- 
lumbia had agreed to the code and 
arbitration as finally set up, 
Abe Montague one of 
most active members of the distrib- | 
utor negotiating committee, this 
agreement as signatories was con- 
ditional upon acceptance of the 
code by the industry. However, al- 
though these three majors are tak- 








with 
the | 


ing their time on_ incorporating 
codistic points in their sales con- 


tracts, the belief is that eventually | 


they will have to come along, plus 
Republic and Monogram, | 
Being virtually sold on 1939-40 | 


| now, with other companies not hav- | 


PAINTERS DEFER 157, 


ing granted an enlarged cancella- 
tion until they also were well under 
way in the selling if RKO, 
Col, U, Monogram and Republic do | 
not revise policies this they | 
would no doubt be forced to it when | 
it comes time to begin approaching | 
accounts on the 1940-41 product. 

RKO, which is incorporating a 
long clause in its contracts calling 
for optional arbitration, has been 
discussing an inereased cancellation 
some time and what sys- 


season, 


year, 


clause for 


tem should be pursued, if any, but 
'to date nothing concrete has been 
determined. This is also true of 


Universal and Columbia, in quarters 
of which it is indicated a higher 
exclusion is likely. U has been dis- 
just how high to make it 
and whether it should be patterned 
after the 10-15-20% r called 
by the code, based upon rental 
of its account 
Columbia is understood to 
ing different angles cancellation 
und other trade practice 
ith exhibitors being ounded fo1 


i Rep iblic 


ange as 
for 
averages 
ye mull- 
on 


changes 


Monogram an 
distribution pi 
somewhat from those of the Big 8 


reaction 


nose oblems diultel 


are not known to have given code 
points much consideration to date 
These two companies, though na- 
tionally organized with franchised 
exchanges, are not members of the 


Hays office nor did they participate 
in any way in the negotiation of 
the code. On acceptance of the code, 


the plan of the Big 8 was to in- 
vite Mono and Rep to come in. 
Metro, Warners, Paramount and 


20th-Fox all established much good 
will through voluntary adoption of 
a 20% cancellation ceiling, with re- 
sultant reflection in sales on the ‘39- 


| 40 product. 


Under RKO’s optional arbitration 
clause, when disputes arise the ex- 
and distributor to select 
an arbitrator each and then a third, 
a neutral, from outside of the in- 
dustry, to fill the panel. Should 
both sides fail to agree on the third 
member, the American Arbitration 
Association is to name The 
decision or award of the arbitration 
be final ! 


hibitor are 


him 


pane! shall 


~“ 


Producers Rule Out Any Increases 





4 Bells for Katzman 


Sacramento, Nov. 7. 

Sam Katzman filed incorporation 
papers for a new outfit known as 
Four Bell Pictures, devoted to the 
filming of action melodramas 

First film on the slate is ‘East Side 
of New York,’ with Bob Hill as- 
signed to direct. 


SAG EXTENDS 
AGENT PACT 
AST 








Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Next by Screen Actors’ 
Guild for a complete 
ment of agents under the new licens- 
ing agreement is to extend the drive 
to New York. Ken Thomson, SAG 
executive secretary, said he is hope- 


move 


ful of bringing eastern percenters 
under provisions of the contract, 
signed last week by Coast agents, 


within two weeks. 

Although new covenant limits con- 
tracts to picture representation, 
agent may negotiate a separate ar- 
rangement for radio and other the- 
atrical pursuits. Main provision of 


| the licensing pact concerns right of 


to 


work 


actor to void pact if agent fails 
provide him with 18 days’ 
within any period of 120 days 





DEMANDS UNTIL DEC. 6 


Hollywood, Nov. 7 


Action on their demand for a 15% 
wage increase was put over by the 
Studio Painters until Dec. 6, follow- 


ing a parley yesterday (Monday) 


with the producers’ committee 


The local, 644, is expected to vote 
next week to vest full authority 
with Herbert Sorrell, biz rep, to 
take whatever action he ieems 
necessary to enforce demands for an 

|inerease after studio basic agree- 


ment conference in Newark. 


Eastern SAG’s Annual 
Meeting Last Fri. (3) 


Eastern branch of the Screen Ac- 
tors’ Guild held its annual membe 
s} Ip meeting anda electior F ia 
(3) at the Astor hotel, N. Y | 
addition to voting down a proposal 
to limit eligibility to it ivisory 


board, the membership heard 


annual report of Mi Florence 
Marston, eastern representative. 
About 300 were present 

New members of the advisory 
council elected were Stephen Kent, 
| Walter Scott Weeks, Jack Harwood, 
Philip Ober and Bert Wilcox, for 
three years: Ethel Curtis, John 
Neilan, Frank McNellis, Robert 
Lynn and John Lynn and John 


Hyland, for two years; and Joseph 
McInerney, Florence Auer, Florence 
Richardson, John Dale and Edward 
Lawrence, for one year. 

The proposed rule regarding eli- 
gibility to the council wonld have 
barred members parent or- 
ganization is one of the other Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of America 
affiliates. Its defeat viewed by 
certain council members as tending 


’ 
wiidose 


was 


to cement relations with various 
Four A’s affiliates and advance the 
formation of ‘one big union.’ 


encompass- | 


+ 





Hollywood, Nov. 7. 

No definite action on wage-and- 
hour negotiations with studio crafts 
will be taken until William Bioff, 
IATSE Coast rep, reports on the 
producers request that IA ‘voluntar. 
ily relinquish’ the 10° increase 
granted last September, 

Studios have notified machinists, 
plasterers and other independent 
unions that no wage increase is pos- 
sible at this time, and it is useless to 
start negotiations. Producers are also 
deferring contract signing with 
Screen Publicists Guild until after 
confabs on a basic agreement. 


Although a 10% kickback by IA 
is opposed by some members, it is 
understood that the majority of the 
committee members are satisfied to 
abide by any decision recommended 
by Bioff. 

The three talent guilds, which de- 
clined to attend a meeting with pro- 
ducers last Saturday, are being 
sounded out by Bioff for some ex- 
pression on the producer request. 
He was to meet Tuesday with Ken 





| eral 


Thomson, of Screen Actors Guild. 
Screen Writers Guild told Bioff that 
it reserves the right to negotiate di- 
rectly and independently. 

Closed shop on indie studios is in- 
dicated by the okay of the National 
Labor Relations Board on IATSE 
control of technical workers in that 
field. Walter Spreckels, NLRB re- 
gional director, ruled that official 
certification of IATSE as bargaining 
representatives for workers was not 
necessary, inasmuch as there was no 
opposition to the claim of majority. 
It means undisputed control of sev- 
hundred workmen in _ indie 
plants, sometimes running as high as 
1,000. 

Rule Dissolution Local 37 

IATSE won a decision in Superior 


| 
| 
a’ when Judge Emmet Wilson re- 


| fused to issue an order restraining 
that organization from dissolving 
Technicians Local 37. Judge ruled 


{that it was an inter-union 
| that there was no evidence that the 


| of directors and installed the 


affair and 


by-laws had been broken Ruling 
gives IATSE the legal right to dis- 
solve Local 37. 

Plan to provide unem- 
ployed members of the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild in handling 
accounts is being worked 
John P. Miles Money 
this manner to be 
among members out of work 
in charge of these activities 
known as the Guild 


work for 


freelance 
out by 
secured in 
apportioned 
Unit 
will be 


Bureau, oper- 


| ating separately from SPG 


Class A members of Screen Actors 
Guild approved the by-law 
ments recently adopted by 


amend- 
the board 
officers 


reelected for another year. They are 


Ralph Morgan, president: Kenneth 
Thomson, executive secretarv: James 
Cagney, first vice-president: Joan 
Crawford, second v.p.: Edward Arn- 
old, third v.p.; Paul Harvey, record- 
ing secretary, Porter Hall, treasurer. 

Members of the board of directors 
are Walter Abel, Humphrey Bogart, 
3eulah Bondi, Ralph Byrd, Pedro de 
Cordoba, Dudley Digges, Melvyn 


Douglas, Lucille Gleason, 
Henry, Hugh Herbert, Je 
Howard Hickman, 
Boris Karloff, 


William 
an Hersholt, 
Russell Hicks, 
Claude King, Peter 


| Lorre, Noel Madison, Frank McHugh, 
| Robert Montgomery, Frank Morgan, 
| Jean 
| 


Muir, George Murphy, Erin 
O’Brien-Moore, Irving Pichel, Elisa- 
beth Risdon, Edward G. Robinson, 
Edwin Stanley, Gloria Stuart, Fran- 
chot Tone, Dorothy Tree and Mor- 
gan Wallace. 

Full meeting of the Producers As- 
signing a contract with the 
Publicists Guild this week. Details 
were discussed at a three-hour con- 
ference at which the producers were 


Screen 


represented by Sam Briskin, Wil- 
liam Goetz and Matty Fox. Spokes- 
men for the flacks were George 
Bodie, Bill Edwards, Leslie Mason 


and Don King. Sitting in on the ses- 
ion were Pat C and Fred Pel- 


ton, producer labor contacts 


asey 
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u States Snagged $10,000,000 In : 
Amus. Taxes on Top of US.’ $19,000,000 


Washington, Nov. 7. 
Tax grabbers from 14 states rakec 
in $10,000,000 on top o* the federal 
government’s $19,000,000 haul in the 
1939 fiscal year, according to special 
Commerce Department study of 
amusement levies. Exact amount 


was considerably greater, since some | agams, did not expect to work dur- | 


of the states lumped their admis- 


sions share with other forms of reve- 


nue. 





‘Hugh Herbert Extends 


1 - 7 k 
Personiais; Air Dicker 
Newark, Nov. 7. 
Hugh Herbert, currently at the 
ing his sojourn in east, but now he 
doesn’t know when he'll stop. He's 


set for a flock of vaud-film personals. | 


ROACH AFTER 2 PLAYS 


‘Young Man with Horn’ for Meredith 
—‘Life with Father’ for Young 
Having Burgess Meredith under 

contract for another film, Hal Roach 





| to ‘Young Man with a Horn,’ in 
!which Meredith will appear on 
| Broadway. Latter just completed 


‘Of Mice and Men’ for Roach. 


| There’s an unusual set of circum- 


‘stances around the Dorothy Baker 
{biography of Bix  Beiderbecke, 
famed hot trumpeter. It was writ- 
ten on a Literary Fellowship award 
| by Houghton, Mifin, the publishers, 
|! who retained the film rights except 
‘for a minor percentage designated 
for Mrs. Baker. They sold these 


California headed the list, taking | His only definite commitments are | rights shortly after publication two 
$3,001,000, of states bolstering their |}two pix for Metro and Universal ; 


income with specialized taxes hitting 
amusements, and got almost 10% of 


before April 1. 
Comic is flirting with radio, which 


its total revenues from this source. | would not interfere with his studio 


Florida came secund, taking $2,001,- 
000, with Ohio the only other state 
in the seven-digit bracket, pocketing 


$1,751,000. 
Total state receipts from amuse- 
ments were $12,530,000, a drop in 


the bucket compared with the aggre- 
gate of $3,169,000,000. But it mounted 
up ir several states, even disregard- 
ing the Federal Government's grab 
of $19,471,000 in the 12 months ended 
June 30. 

Amount taken in six states was not 
obtainable because bookkeeping 
methods included the general sales 
tax returns. In two o:ner instances 
the slice from racetrack betting was 
reported along with’ amusement 
levies. 

The states where the amounts could 
be broken down showed the follow- 
ing income attributable to levies on 


| 





| 


amusements: ‘i 
Connecticut .......e.0- wai $12,000 
New York.......scc0e- eee 772,090 | 
SE ha a neaseaees ears . 1,751,000 | 
TS Sree ‘ 629,000 | 
SD, 54 obs based oe . 34,000 | 
EE, cies pases oa 6,000 | 
Sn ae ae 473,000 
Sst Carolia. cc ceccees *145,000 
EE ek chy. gail . 2,001,000 
Te reer 646,000 
reer ee 425,000 
SE. .Siscaenevennes 3,001,000 
DE c oécwscecereees 74,000 
I kv ov cvvcereces 746,000 





* Estimated, 


Indie Minnesota, Mpls., 
Trying Everything In 
The Book to Get Over 


Minneapolis, Nov. 7. 


In a desperate effort to put over 
the 4,000-seat Minnesota theatre, 
with its heavy operating nut which 
the Paramount Northwest circui 





. | 
was unable to crack, managing di- 


rector Gordon Greene is 
for everything in the 


going in 
showmen’s 


book. Now he’s trying double fea- 
tures one night a week. He also 
has cash gift nights twice weekly, 


dancing in the lobby every Friday 
night and five extra stage acts on 
dull Mondays. 

Unable to obtain any major screen 
product, Greene now is going after 
the biggest stage names available 
and the theatre’s admission has been 
boosted from 30 to 40c top. John 
Boles this week is drawing down 
$2,500. 
house two years ago Boles’ salary 
was $5,500 for the week. 


Theatre uses four vaudeville acts | 


©n each show and also has an 18- 


piece orchestra and 12-girl line. It’s | 
being operated for its owners, W10/farm at Milbrook, N. Y. He 


were unable to obtain a lessee, and 
no rent 
tions. Despite this advantage, how- 
ever, going is tough, generally ad- 
verse business conditions 
ing its problems. 


Sherwood’s Film ‘Abe’ 
May Yield Him $400,000 


Holiywood, Nov. 7. 

Robert Sherwood’s share of the 
picturization of his ‘Abe Livcoln in 
Illinois’ by RKO may run to arotind 
$400,000. 

To date the author has been paid 
over $85,000, out of the $120,000 paid 
by RKO for the play. One-fifth of 
the balance went to the five founders 
of the Playwrights Company. Sher- 
wood’s cut is on a percentage of the 
gross which studio figures will hit 
around $2,500,000. Film cost around 
$1,200,000 to produce. 

Picture gets a roadshow run be- 
fore general release. 





{ 


| 





| 
| 
| 


|patron sitting in the orchestra. 


work. 


WB Theatre Not 


Held Liable For 
Freak Accident 


Albany, Nov, 7. 

The Court of Appeals has set aside 
awards in three actions against the 
Stanley-Mark-Strand Corp. (Warner 
Bros.) growing out of an accident 
at the Broadway Stand, N. Y., on 
Oct. 10, 1936, in which a series of 
shoves forced two persons to fall 
over the rail around the mezzanine 
and caused one of them to strike a 
The 
State’s highest court, in a decision 
written by Chief Justice Frederick 
E. Crane and concurred in by three 
associates (two dissented) held that 
a theatre owner cannot be expected 


to anticipate someone will fall over | 


a 32-inch rail. 

The opinion stated 
of the Strand was similar to several 
others in New York and elsewhere; 
that a well-known architect had pre- 
pared the plans in accordance with 
the approval of the N. Y. City build- 
ing department and they were 


similar to like classes of structures; | 


that the theatre as built had been 
safe in constant use for many years. 
Under these conditions, the mere 
fact of an accident was not suffic‘ent 
to cast responsibility for faulty con- 
struction upon the owner, the pre- 
vailing opinion ruled. 

While conceding that theatre pa- 
trons should not be placed in jeop- 
ardy through someone or something 
falling from above, Judge Crane’s 
opinion said the risk would 
have been run if a person jumped 
over the rail. Accident was ‘one of 
those unfortunate occurrences for 
which the law provides no remedy.’ 


same 


Cooper’s Month’s Swing 
Over His (Par) Theatres 


J. H. Cooper, Paramount theatre 
partner in Oklahoma, Nebraska and 
Colorado, who headquarters in the 
east, leaves tomorrow (Thurs.) on a 








When he played the same| 


panied by Joe Philipson in charge for 
Cooper at Par home office. Bert Tur- 
geon, who formerly booked for 
Cooper theatres from Oklahoma 
| City, is now in the east handling 
film buying-booking from Cooper's 
is 


| bringing his family on from Okla- 


} 


| The permanent 


is charged against opera- | homa City this wecl 


i tween Par and Cooper, long in work, 


aggravat-/| has not yet been finally set up but 


expected that it will be completed 
shortly. 

E. J. Sparks, Florida theatre part- 
ner of Paramount's, and Fred H. 
| Kent, Sparks’ attorney from Jack- 
| sonville, are in New York for an jn- 
| determinate visit conferring with 
|home office officials on circuit mat- 
} ters. In addition to discussing re- 
|funding of bonds, steps are being 
taken for the dissolution of smaller 
companies subsidiary to the Sparks 
circuit. 


Calling All Carpenters 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 

Construction of seven sets on 
seven sound stages at Metro has put 
to work 200 carpenters. 

Layouts are being readied for 
‘Florian,’ ‘Earl of Chicago.” ‘New 
Moon,’ ‘Congo Maisie’ and ‘Broadway 
'Melody of 1940.’ 





construction | 


month’s tour of the circuit, accom- | 


oartnershi be- 
p 


years ago, to the American Pictures 
Co., of which Edward A. Blatt is the 
principal. 

Blatt is now working with Mrs. 
Baker on the legit dramatization. 
Therefore he could not sell the film 
rights to the play without her ap- 
proval, although he could sell the 
book. Blatt said yesterday that he 
would sell his rights only at an ex- 
ceptional figure as he desires to pro- 
duce the film himself. 

Roach is also 


interested in pur- 
chasing ‘Life with Father’ as a vehi- 


cle for Roland Young. Play is not 





Warner Bros. wanted to put money 
into its production. 
|on Broadway under an indie legit 
| producer’s sponsorship—Oscar Ser- 
lin, once with Paramount in the east. 


E. Paul Phiilips, Head 
| Of Par’s Realty Dept., 
| Killed in Auto Crash 


| 
{ Killed in an auto crash while tour- 


It opens tonight 


| 
| now optioned by anyone, although 
| 





| 





{ing Minnesota on business for Para- , 
> 


| mount, funeral services were held 
| for E. Paul Phillips, head of the Par 
ireal estate department for several 
| years, at Stapleton, N. Y., 
held Sunday (5). He was 48. 
Phillips was killed Wednesday aft- 
iernoon (1), together with Otto H. 
| Muller, Par Minneapolis executive, 
| when their auto was sideswiped by 
a truck carrying concrete bricks. Car 


| 
i 
| 
| 


| lips and Muller, on the side that was 
| struck, killed instanit!y. Muller was 
| 45. 

L. J. Ludwig, co-operator with 
John J. Friedl of the Par northwest- 
ern theatres, and Charles Burton, in 
charge of the Par maintenance de- 
partment at the ho., who 
the other side of the car, escaped 
with injuries, Ludwig the more seri- 
ously hurt. He suffered head in- 


juries and cuts plus a broken collar | 
{the Lucas & Jenkins partnership re- | 


bone, but is believed to have es- 
caped a concussion. He is in a hos- 
pital at Waseca, Minn., where the 
| accident occurred. Burton is ex- 
; pected to leave the hospital today 
| (Wed.) and will recuperate at the 
home of relatives in Wisconsin. Lud- 
| wig makes headquarters at Minne- 


' 


| apolis, where Muller was in charge | 


of maintenance and purchasing for 
Par. 

Phillips and the other three men 
| were making a tour of northwestern 
| towns on real estate matters and for 


consultation on contemplated im- 
| provements to theatres in the Par 
chain. They were en route from | 


Minneapolis to Sioux Falls, S. D., 
Phillips and Burton having arrived 
the day prior by plane. T. X. Jones, 
h.o. accounting executive, leaving 
New York the day, went by 
train instead to make a study of the 
| accounting situation in Minneapolis, 
| Recent ill health prevented him from 
| flying. 

Coming to Par about six years ago, 
Phillips formerly was with the Irv- 
jing Trust Co. He 
| concerned in the United Cigar Stores 
| receivership on real estute and for a 
| time was also with the A. M. Byers 
| Pine Co. in an executive capacity. 
Trustees of Par during the receiver- 
| ship, brov~ht him into the company 
| to act as liaison officer for 
with Par. 

Phillips, a major in the balloon 
;corps during the war, had flown 
thousands of miles abroad and in this 
, country. He taught Charles A. Lind- 
| bergh, among others. On virtually 
;}all his traveling for Par, he used 
planes, even in bad weather, Phillips 
came from Cape Girardeau, Mo., and 
in his youth was on a professional 
bush leage baseball team. 

His father and mother, Dr. 
Mrs. Eldon Phillips, and a brother, 
Henry Phillips, among those surviv- 
ing him, live in Cape Girardeau. Mrs, 
Elizabeth M. Phillips, the widow, 
and a daughter, Barbara, live on 


same 


was 


them 


is anxious to purchase screen rights | 


Monday | 
afternoon (6). Masonic services were | 


was virtually torn in half, with Phil- | 


were on: 


impcrtantly | 


and | 
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20th-Fox's Month Net Profit Behind 
1939 at $3,152,595; RCA Pars Last Yr. 





Warners Speeds Shorts 


Hollywood, Nov. 
of shorts at Warners 


a 


Production 


1939-40 program of 18 two-reelers 
and 68 single-spools by Jan 1. By 
‘that time Norman H. Moray, Vita- 
|phone sales head, will be here for 
studie huddles. 


briefies to make, They are ‘Alex 
|In Wonderland,’ ‘The Great Vir- 
| ginian,’ ‘Pony Express,’ “The World’s 


ja Stage,’ ‘Teddy Roosevelt and His 


|Rough Riders’ and an_ untitled 


'western musical. 





Chrysler Strike 
A Worry to Par's 





Leon Netter and Leonard Golden- 
son, Paramount theatre executives, 
| leave for Detroit the end of the week 
to confer with Earl Hudson and 
others in charge of United 
Theatres on current problems, prog- 
ress being made, etc. 


Intention of Paramount being to 





itself, Hudson will 
| charge, together with the organiza- 
tion he has under him. Numerous 
| interested parties, local and from 
other parts of the country, have ap- 
proached Par on a partnership. Hud- 
son, who's now in charge, was g.m 
for George Trendle, who resigned 


time to radio interests. 

One of the problems affecting De- 
troit at the moment is the Chrysler 
strike, throwing thousands out of 
work. Any strike of proportions, 


usually hits at the boxoffice in the | 


auto town immediately, although at 
| present activity in other manufactur- 
ling lines following war abroad, is 
counteracting the difficulties brought 
about by the Chrysler lockout. 

Goldenson returned to N. Y. a 
| week ago from a iong tour of the 
south, including Atlanta, New Or- 
leans, Birmingham, Dallas and Beau- 
mont, Tex. He was in Atlanta on 
newal which has not as yet been con- 
cluded, 


SPLIT BY A WHISKER 


Goldwyn and Selwyn Row Over 
Brennan's Flowery Chinpiece 

Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
To shave or not to shave; that was 
the question that wrecked a friend- 
ship of 25 years’ standing between 
Samuel Goldwyn and Edgar Selwyn. 
The innocent cause of the feud, 
Walter Brennan, remains unshorn 
and is raising a fine crop of spinach. 

Trouble began when Brennan 
started cultivating a beard for his 
role in Goldwyn’s ‘Vinegaroon.’ The 
whiskers were sprouting luxuriantly 
when Selwyn issued a call for added 
scenes in his Metro production, ‘Joe 
andi Ethel Turp Call on the Presi- 
‘dent.’ Brennan, on a loanout deal, 
had played an important role in the 
lurp picture, without whiskers 
| As one old friend to another Edgar 
suggested to Sam that Walter be sent 
to a barber shop and have ihe 
| heather removed from his jowls, 
| Sam replied that whiskers on the 
Brennan chin were an 
necessity in ‘Vinegaroon,’ and that 
shaving was included out. 

‘Let him wear a false beard,’ said 
Edgar. 

‘False whiskers in my million-dol- 
| lar production?’ Goldwyn roared. 

So a fine old friendship, dating 
back to 1914 when San: and Edyar 


first organized Goldwyn Film Pro- 


ductions, was wrecked. 


| Staten Island, where Phillips made 
his home, 

Prior to Phillips joining Par, the 
‘head of that company’s realty de- 
|partment, Ted Young, was also 


killed when he backed his car off an | 


unprotected dock on 
and drowned, 


Long Island 


is being speeded to finish its eniire 


Burbank studio has only six more 


Detroit Setup 


Detroit | 


operate the Detroit string of houses | 
continue’ in! 


late last summer to devote his entire | 


absolute | 


+ hiidacteaaiici 


| Net profits of 20th-Fox for the 
first 39 weeks of the present year 


; were more than $1,469,000 behind 
For Year S$ End Washup | the net profit of the first three quar- 


ters last year. Statement of the 
| company, issued last week, showed 
{net operating profit as $3,152,595, 
after all charges including Federal 
income’ taxes, against profit of 
$4,622,091 for the first 39 weeks of 
| 1938. Any noticeable dip in foreign 
|revenue did not show up markedly 
j in the third quarter report for the 
| three months ending Sept. 30. On 
| the contrary, the decline as com- 
|pared with the third quarter last 
| year indicated an uptrend in dom- 
;estic business. 
| Third quarter this year showed 
| $827,069 consolidated net operating 
|profit as against $1,202,433 in the 
| third quarter last year or a decline 
|of more than $375,000. This meant 
| that the first two quarters this year 
for 20th-Fox represented a decrease 
of nearly $1,100,000 or about $550.- 
'000 per quarter. 

After allowances for preferred 
| dividends for the first 39 weeks, the 
company showed a profit equivalent 
| to $1.20 per share on 1,741,989 com- 
mon shares outstanding, as of Sept. 

30. No dividends were received from 
| National Theatres Corp., in which 
| 20th-Fox holds a substantial inter- 
/est, during the first three quarters, 
| The statement of 20th-Fox re- 
vealed $40,145,132 as gross income 
from sales and rentals of films and 
accessories. Company set aside 
$23,334,076 for amortization of pro- 
duction costs. Operating e tpenses of 
exchanges, head office and admin- 
istration expenses and other expense 
items were figured at $10,521,549. 

Roxy Theatre, Inc., directors de- 
clared a quarterly dividend of 37sec 
per share on outstanding preferred 
stock. Divvy is payable Dec. 1 to 
stock on record, Nov. 17. 

RCA Same as 1938 

Radio Corp. of America net profit 
for first nine months this year is 
runing neck-and-neck with that re- 
ported for the same period last year. 
Net profit reported last week was 
| $4,066,425 as compared with $4.141,- 
|205 in the first three quarters of 
1938. 

This slight dip of around $74,000 
was revealed for the first nine 
months despite $74,368,668 gross in- 
come from operations or more than 
$4,000,000 greater than in the same 
period of 1938. Cost of goods gold, 
general operation, development, sell- 
ing and administrative expenses 
made up this difference. 

Company saved about $100,000 in 
interest charges, reduced the depre- 
ciation outlay by practically the 
Same amount and showed about 
$90,000 less outlay for federal in- 
come taxes. 

The net profit, after paving $2.415.- 
$14 in preferred dividends, was 
equivalent to nearly 12c per com- 
mon share. 

RCA showed a brisk 
revenue for the third 
being $1,894,224 as 
449 in the same quarter of 1938. 
This net betterment in excess of 
$278,000 for the third quarter was 
accomplished through improved in- 
come from operations, plus savings 
In interest charges, depreciation and 
lesser outlay for cost of operations, 
etc. 

K-A-O and Keith Profits 

Decrease of more than $106,000 in 
net profit for the first 39 weeks of 

1939, as compared to a similar period 
last year, is revealed in financial re- 
port issued today (Wednesday) for 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum and subsidiary 
companies, Profit up to the end of 
Sept., 1938, was $596,049, while this 
year’s figure is $476,540 This 
amounted to $9.26 last year on the 
approximately 64,000 shares out- 
standing and $7.41 this year. 
| Drop of more than $200,000 is reg- 
| istered in the report of the B. F. 





pickup in 
quarter, net 
against $1,616.<« 


| Keith and subsid companies for the 
39-week period. Its net is $156,571 
| against $368,281 in 1938. 





Jolson’s Freedley 
Musical Palaver 


| A? Jolson is visiting New York for 
a planned limited stay, but is con- 
sidering several proposals that may 
keep him east during the season. 
Understood that Vinton Freedley 
| plans a musical starring the former 
| stage favorite. 

Jolson is also dickering & , 
offer which would not necessarily 





radio 


i keep him in New York. 
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Darbin’s First Love’ 
Palace Duals to Good $13,000; Cooper 





Tees Off Chi's 





Fine 156, Cantor Ups ‘Cat’ to Wow 526 


Chicago, Nov. 7: | (reissue) and ‘Money Ring’ (WB) 
Eddie Cantor on the stage of the (2d wk), mild $2,500. 


B. & K. Chicago sweeps aside all 
competition currently and i 
that boxoffice into a mighty coin 
numeral. Lines mobbing the wickets 
necessitate an increased show pace 
to five performances weekdays and 
six on Saturday and Sunday. 

RKO Palace, for the first time in 
history, is operating on a straight 
picture policy and double features 
at that. Currently twinning ‘First 
Love’ with ‘Full Confession,’ strength 
of Deanna Durbin looks tor a bright 
session, With the cost of show, mu- 
sicians and stage hands eliminated, 
the house figures for good profit on 
its indicated gross. 

Apollo is first-running currently 
with ‘On Your Toes,’ while Garrick 
takes the disappointing 


swings | 





‘Roaring | 


Twenties’ for a holdover try from| 


the Chicago. United Artists fi 
for a good opener with ‘Real Glory’ 
following an excellent run of ‘Babes 
in Arms.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—On Your Toes’ (WB). Bright 
mark in the offing at $6,000 for this 
first-run try. Last week ‘Hollywood 
Cavaicade’ (20th) snagged mild 
$4,100 for second lop session. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and stage show. 
Eddie Cantor on stage real attrac- 


tion, topping everything else in 
town, zowie coin at $52,000. Lasi 
week ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) 


faded after good start to wind up at 
$30,000. 

Garrick (B&K) 
‘Twenties’ (WB). 
Chicago and not too much is indi- 


(900; 35-55-65)— 


In here from the! 





cated at so-so $4,000. Last week 
double of ‘Germany Surrendered’ | 
(Rule) and ‘Co-Ed’ (M-G) snappy 
$5,600. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— | 
‘Sherlock’ (20th) and ‘Bright Boys’| 
(U) and vaude. House is going 


along neatly enough and currently 
looks for $13,000, fair take. Last 
week ‘Tommorrow Comes’ (U) ar 
‘Under Pup’ (U) doubled in a satis- 
factory $14,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—First Love’ (U) and ‘Full Con- 
fession’ (RKO). Double features are 
slowly but surely creeping into all 
available places as this former strong- 
hold of vaudfilm goes to straight 
pictures. Business looks good for 
initial stanza at $13,000. which means 
profits by a neat margin. Last week 
vaude finaled to $11,300 with ‘Fifth 
Ave. Girl’ (RKO) on screen for hold- 
over week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). Ma- 
rine flicker in second week and go- 
ing to all right $7,000 currently after 
Snagging happy enough $12,100 last 
week, 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40) 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G) and vaude 
Off from last session and going to 
$13,000, mild. Last week A. B. Mar- 
cus unit on stage boomed take with 
‘Isle of Lost Men’ (Par) to brilliant 
$16,200. 


United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 —‘Glory’ (UA). Opened 


on Saturday (4) and started away 
from gate in snappy style, with Gary 
Cooper fans strong around this town. 
Going for fine $15,000 for the initial 
week at present indications. Last 


week ‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G) com-|‘Demon Barber’ (Select). 
pleted a splendid three-week en-| FEngtish pix 


Sagement to $9,000, a mark which 
would ordinarily be the cue for ad- 
ditional running time, but house is 


jammed up with a flock of pictures | Should 


awaiting their turn on the screen. 





NAGS NO PAIN TO PROV: 


} 


and | 





{ 
| 


} 


} 
| 





| 


Fay’s (Indie) ,(2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) and vaude. Hold- 
ing up to good $6,200. Last week, 
‘City Darkness’ (20th) and vaude, 
fairish $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and ‘Ha- 
waiian Nights’ (U). Pacing for 
healthy $9,000 in eight-day run. Last 
week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) and ‘Pride 
Blue Grass’ (WB), slow $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) nd ‘Everything’s 
Ice’ (RKO). Maintaining compara- 
tively slow pace for average $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and 
‘Rookie Con’ (RKO) (2d wk), bell- 
ringing $12,700. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘U-Boat 29’ (Col) and ‘lhidd: . Power’ 
(Col). Slated for so-so $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and 


f£UreS | «Coast Guard’ (Col), hefty $9,800. 





PITT LOOKS UP: 
‘ALLEGHENY 
GOOD 16146 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 7. 
Biz generally pushing forward 
here this week and indications all 
point to maintenance of the upward 
trend for the balance of the year, 


| based on industry indices throughout 


the district. One surefire forecast is 
usually the conditions in nabe spots, 
and they started to improve fort- 


night ago and now gains are 
being extended to the downtown 
sites. 


Penn’s leading the rise with ‘Al- 
legheny Uprising’ and is figured to 
hold up after big world premiere 
ballyhoo. Second weeks of ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington’ and 
‘Babes in Arms,’ at Alvin and War- 
ner, respectively, both big coin-get- 
ters, and Fulton’s likewise looking 
up with its widely-billed English 


| horror twinner of ‘Demon Barber of 


Fleet Street’ and ‘Return of Frog.’ 
Stanley, reverting to straight pix 
again for a short time, has an odds- 
on favorite for satisfactory coin in 
Marx Bros. ‘At the Circus.” Only 
the Senator, of all the first-runs, Is 
slipping. Nothing in the cards there 
tor ‘Quick Millions’ and ‘The Escape. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2d wk). Still 
packing ’em in. Geared to get better 
than $1,500 in h.o. session, which is 
great and not much below house 
record for an extra stanza. Could 
stay here indefinitely, but house is 
contracted to open ‘Drums Along 
Mohawk’ (20th) Thursday (9), so 
‘Smith’ will move to Senator to con- 
tinve downtown run. Should get at 
least a fortnight there, too. Last 
week Capra hit clocked around $14,- 
700, big. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) 

‘Return of Frog’ 


(1,700; 25-40) 
(Select) and 
Couple of 
ploited as ‘Europe's 


in for a laugh and 
push Fulton up to better than 


noeor 
r~- 


going 


'$4.000, which is considerably more 
than this spot has been doing of 
late. Last week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) 
was a wash-out, doing only around 


DURBIN SWEET $8,000 


Providence, Nov. 7. 

Reopening of Narragansett race- 
track is making little difference to 
houses with meatier bills. Nearly 
all are more than holding own. 
Standouts are ‘First Love,’ at RKO 
Albee, and ‘Roaring Twenties,’ at 
Majestic. Latter house returning to 
Friday openings with next week’s 
bill (10). 

“Babes in Arms’ shifted 
Loew's to Carlton for third down- 
town week and heading for banner 


$5,000 
Estimates for This Week 
; Albee (RKO) (2,300: 2°-35-50)— 
First Love’ (U) and ‘Girl and Gam- 
bler (RKO). Adolescents and 
&townups alike attracte ~ by Deanna 
Durbin for promising $8.000. 
wee ‘All Quiet’ 


ay Down South’ (RKO), 
600 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 25-35- | 


50)\—‘Babes ‘Arms’ (M-G) 


from | 


| 
| 
| 
} 
' 


$2,700, despite heavy exploitation in 
Hearst paper. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO). 
World premiere here Friday night 
(3) with p.a. of Claire Trevor, one of 
stars, got this one off to fast start. 
Local angle and interest cooked up 
hereabouts for opening should hold 


it to at least $16,500. Last week 
‘Roaring ‘Twenties’ (WB) pretty 
much of a disappointment, doing 


only around $11,700 in seven and a 


| 


| 


' 


Last | is first of them. 
UW) (revival) and | tion is doing all right for itself and 
good | Marxes should pull house alongside 
ja neat profit with $14,500. Last week ' 


} 


and |, with latter credited for 


half days. 


Senator (1,750; 25-40)— 


(Harris) 


‘Fseape’ (20th) and ‘Quick Millions’ | 


Not mueh chance for these 


(20th). 
Maybe 


the downtown section. 


in 
$1,700, which is red. Last week ‘Tor- 
pedoed’ (FA) and ‘Mutiny Big 
House’ (Mono), not much better at 
$1,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘At Circus’ (M-G). House back to 


' straight pix for two weeks, and this 


Good laugh attrac- 


‘Have Music’ (UA) and Glenn Miller 
10st of good 


‘Rookie Cop’ (RKO) (3d downtown | $23,000. 


wk), 


Last week, ‘Submarine D-I' (WB) 


Still a draw with peppy $5,000. | 


5-50)— 


(WB) (2,000; 25-35 
Second 


(MG) (2d wk). 


Warner 
‘Babes Arms’ 


(1,850; 25-35-50)— | 


are being smartly ex- | 
double-bill hor- | 
ror of horrors’ and the natives are | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Nov. 9 

Astor — ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (26th wk.). 

Capitol — ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Varisety, Sept. 27) 

Criterion—‘Main Street Law- 
yer’ (Rep) (8). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Globe—‘Road to Glory’ (20th) 
(reissue). 

Music 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 11) 

Palace — ‘Allegheny Uprising’ 
(RKO) (8). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramount — ‘Rulers of the 
Sea’ (Par) (8). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 20) 

Rialto — ‘Call a Messenger’ 
(U) (10). 

Rivoli—‘First Love’ (U) (8). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Roxy—‘Drums Along the Mo- 
hawk’ (20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand — ‘Roaring Twenties’ 

(WB) (10). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, Oct. 25) 

Week of Nov. 16 

Astor — ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (27th wk.). 

Capitol — ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Criterion — ‘Sabotage’ (Rep) 
(15). 

Music Hall — ‘Ninotchka’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Palace—‘That’s Right, 
Wrong’ (RKO). 

Paramount — ‘Rulers of the 
Sea’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘First Love’ 
wk.). 

Roxy—'Drums Along the Mo- 
hawk’ (20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand — ‘Roaring Twenties’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 


Hall — ‘Ninotchka’ 


You're 


(U) (2d 








week here, but third downtown, mu- 
sical hit having previously played the 
Penn. It was supposed to have come 
out Saturday (4) for h.o. of ‘Roaring 
Twenties’ from Penn, but latter 
slipped badiy and ‘Babes’ held fast 
so it was retained. Shooting for $6,- 
000 this session, which is great on 
top of $9,500 last week. 


FIRST LOVE HOT 
IN WASH, 
$12,500 





Washington, Nov. 7. 
Nice combo of ‘Roaring Twenties’ 
and Jack Haley-Mary Carlisle-Jack 
Teagarden orch revue is putting 
Earle away out in front this week. 


It is best example of something-for- 
everyone bill booked here in months. 








| ‘Cat and Canary’ and vaude are in| 


second place at Capitol, as far as 
| gross goes, but ‘First Love,” at Keith’s, 
| will show the second best profit. 
|disappointment is ‘Hollywood Caval- 
leade,’ at Palace, for which critics 
{went overboard. ‘Mr. Smith,” which 
jis riding on local interest plus ru- 


|mors it may be yanked by Coast to} duals for many years, but frequently | 
2 


pacify lawmakers, was shoved into 


Met Friday (3), after two beautiful | feature. 
stanzas at Earle, and looks good for) backlog of RKO's own pictures is 


indefinite stay. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 


—Cat Canary’ (Par) and vaude. 
'Thriller’s rep plus word-of-mouth 
battling so-so reviews, but Jackie 


Heller revue unable to buck Cagney- | 
» 


| 


Big | ace goes single bill as a first run, 


| runs 


} 


Bway Full of Holdovers but Biz 
Good; ‘Smith’ 3d $90,000, ‘Babes’ 
On 3d, 246, Disputed’-2 Powells 396 





Although the sum total of Broad- 
way grosses is not so much, due to a 
number of holdovers, business is 
steady and wholly satisfactory profits 
will be shown in the majority of the 
first runs, plus the vaudfilm State, 
which is doing above average. 

An all-day rainstorm Sunday (5) 
did not hurt so much on the mati- 
nee, but knocked the pins from un- 
der the night trade, some houses 
doing almost as much as 33% less 
than they did on Saturday. That 
day (4) was unusually good, with big 
football crowds in town. Election 
day, yesterday (Tues.), looxed to end 
very big. Morning and mat crowds 
were unusually heavy. 

Aside from secondary first-runs, 
the only new picture this week is 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ at the 
Roxy, where it teed off with a punch 
and, though held down by Sunday’s 
weather, should hit $55,000 or better. 
It holds over. All other houses bring 
in new ones, excepting, of course, the 
Astor, which is now on its 26th week 
with ‘Chips.’ 

Paramount today (Wed.) brings in 
‘Rulers of the Sea,’ together with 
Martha Raye and Bob Zurke in per- 
son. House has had two fine weeks 
with ‘Disputed Passage’ and, on stage, 
Dick Powell, Ted Powell band, oth- 
ers, second week being $39,000, the 
first $48,000. 

Capitol winds up three nice, 
though not smash weeks with ‘Babes 
in Arms’ tonight (Wed.). Well in 


ithe profit column, the Rooney-Gar- 


land musical will end at around $24,- 
000 on the final (3d) semester. The 
second week was $32,000 and the 
first over $40,000. 

‘Mr. Smith’ goes off its N. Y. first 
run tonight (Wed.) when it exits 
from the Music Hall with a possible 
$90,000 under its belt for the third 
week. The second was very strong 
at $94,000. For a time the Hall was 
considering a fourth week, but over 
the weekend decided to go in with 
‘Ninotchka’ tomorrow, (Thurs.). 
‘Smith’ failed to hit the control fig- 
ure for a h.o. 

New show, ‘Roaring Twenties,’ and 
the Bob Crosby band, is due at the 
Strand Friday (10) after three weeks 
of Hal Kemp and two pictures, ‘On 
Your Toes’ (1 week) and ‘Dress Pa- 
rade’ (2 weeks). ‘Parade’ and Kemp 
will wind up at $20,000 or there- 
abouts, mild. 

On the fourth week getting close 
to $12,000, okay, ‘Jamaica Inn’ de- 
parted the Rivoli last night (Tues.), 
with ‘First Love,’ Durbin picture, 
opening this morning (Wed.). The 
other Laughton starrer the Riv has 
booked, ‘London After Dark,’ prob- 
ably will not be dated here for six 
months or so. John Wright, man- 
aging director of house, believes it 
wise to space them thet far apart. 

A revival, ‘Whipsaw,’ wound up 
its week last night (Tues.) at the 
Criterion, doing well at $8,500. ‘Be- 





ware Spooks’ not so hot at the Globe, 
$5,000, and ‘One Hour to Live,’ Rial- 
to incumbent, also lukewarm, $6,000. 

Starting tonight (Wed.) the Pal- 


with ‘Allegheny Uprising’ the ini- 
tial picture under the new policy. 
It was given a special opening last 
night (Tues.). House had been i 


in | 


first-run as the No. 
Tightness of product and a 


has booked a 


responsible for the switch to firsé¢ | 
This places the Rialto in a | 
different light since that house has | 
been getting RKO and Universal pic- 
tures not taken by the Music Hall 
(with an RKO selective contract) 
and the Riv (with a similar U deal). 





; much. 


(WB) (2d run) and ‘Pack Up Troub- 
les’ (20th) (1st run), $7,200. 

Paramount (3,664 25-35-55-88-99)— 
‘Rulers of Sea’ (Par) and Martha 
Raye, plus Bob Zurke band, others, 
is the new show opening here today 
(Wed.). Two highly profitable weeks 
of ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and Dick 
Powell-Ted Powell combination re- 
sulted from a first week of $48,000 
and second of $39,000. This drop 
proportionately less than for most 
holdovers. 


Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) —‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
and stage show (3d-final week). At 
chance for $90,000 close to a pace 
that would have meant a holdover, 
control figure not being missed by 
Last week was very strong at 
$94,000 on top of a first session of 
$105,000. ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘One Hour 
to Live’ (U). Not setting anything 
on fire, around $6,000. Last week 
‘Legion Lost Flyers’ (U), $6,500. 


Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘First Love’, (U). Preems here to- 
day (Wed.) after four very satisfac- 
tory weeks with ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). 
While no sensation, Laughton pic- 
ture has done well, getting $39,000 
(Ist wk.), $26,000 (2d), $18,000 (3d) 
and $12,000 (4th). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )}—‘Drums’ 
(20th) and stage show. Fine no- 
tices and Colbert-Fonda names, plus 
importance of novel, is pushing this 
one into highly remunerative 
ground, $55,000 or better appearing 
in prospect. Holds over. Last week, 
‘20,000 Men’ (20th), under $25,000, 
poor, 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Real 
Glory’ (UA) (2d run) and Edmund 
Lowe on vaude layout. Draught 
good, maybe $25,000. Last week, 
‘Bali’ (Par) (2d run) and Noble 
Sissle, Harriet Hoctor, Stroud Twins, 
around $18,000, cool. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) (2d-final week) 
and Hal Kemp (3d-final week). The 
going is rather slow and probably not 
more than $20,000. Last week, first 
for ‘Parade,’ and second for Kemp, 
$28,000, fairish. ‘Roaring Twenties’ 
(WB) and Bob Crosby come in Fri- 
day (10). 





CIRCUS’ BULLISH 





[6G IN L'VILLE 


Louisville, Nov. 7. 
Nice lineup of film product is get- 
ting okay returns. Marx Bros.’ 
‘Circus’ at Loew’s State is the pace- 
setter in a generally healthy b.o. 
situation. H.o.’s likewise are dis- 








} up well 


playing sustained strength, with 
“Babes in Arms,’ at Brown, holding 
in third downtown week. 
‘Roaring Twenties,’ on h.o. at Mary 


| Anderson, is keeping the turnstiles 
| Clicking. 


Pro football has folded for the 
season, financial difficulties making 
the venture a flop. College games 
locally also through and only re- 
maining outdoor events are the 
highschool games, which don’t affect 
the film houses adversely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Babes Arms’ 
(M-G) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col) (2d 


} ocd . : |wk). Second week here : t 
Haley-Carlisle-Teagarden opposition. | Estimates for This Week i. Sec ond veel l re and third 
- : : ae aay te ele as wntown week for this pair. Hold- 
Maybe $14,000, light. Last week, Astor (1,012 25-40-55-65) — ‘Chips ling up to good $2,500. Last week 
‘Fast Furious’ (M-G) can thank Ed-!|(M-G) (26th week). Getting a little | on moveo er fron Le ~w's 8 . : 
a, a : niet alr ie age ae ieee | V 1 Loew’s State, fine 

die Cantor unit for sock $28,000. {tired after a long journey, but still | $3 800. 

| Columbia (Loew) (1 234: 25-40)— bringing some profit under low over-|" Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25)— 
‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d run). Back/| head prevailing last week (25th),!‘star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Champ’ 
after two good stanzas at Palace, and, @ ding Monday night (6) was $5,800.| (M-G) (reissue). Will take around 
will see solid $5,000. Last week,| Capitol (4.520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— | $1,500, fair. Last week, ‘Livingstone’ 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA) (2d run), okay Babe (M-G) (3d-final week).| (20th) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col) 
$4,500. Healthy finale at around $24.000. The} a]} right $1.600. , 
(2.216: 25-35-40-66 __;second week was $32.00 and the first; Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15- 
| asin Twenties (WB) yt , $40,000, under what the picture was | 30-40)—‘At Circus’ (M-G) and “Bad 
\Sock reviews and Haley-Carlisle- expected to do in view of out-of-| Angel’ (M-G). Marx Bros. film is 


|Teagarden unit pushing it to swell 


,$19.000. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) | 


'and vaude (2d wk), big $17,000, aver- 
| age first-week figures. 


| Love’ (U). 


wallowed six days at pathetic $3,000. 





| 
| 
| 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) —‘First | names 
Strong notices and nice} ground, around $8,500. 
word-of-mouth will net big $12,500.|‘Calling All Marines’ 

'Last week, ‘Road Back’ (U) (reissue), | $5,000, poor. 


‘ 


town showings. but plenty of profit. 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—-‘Whip- 
saw’ (M-G) (revival). Tracy-Loy | 
shot this 1935 release into good 

Last week | 
(Rep), under ! 
‘Main St. Lawyer’ (Rep) | 
opens today (Wed.). 


highlighting the town and aiming for 
bullish $7,500. Last week, ‘Mr. 
Smith’ (Col) and ‘Grey Walls’ (Col , 
in the bumper brackets at big $8,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000; 
15-30-40) ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) 
(2d wk). H.o. stanza shaving up for 
nice returns, probably $3,500. Last 
week, fine $5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 


Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Mr.! Globe (1,709; 25-35-55) — ‘Beware | 30-40)—‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and 
Smith’ (Col) (2d run). ‘Tossed in, Spooks’ (Col). Joe E. Brown comedy | ‘Little Accident’ (U). So-so $6.000. 
‘cold day after finishing two swell{not geting anywhere fast. only about, Last week, ‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) 


weeks at Earle. 


Local angles and | $5,000. 


Last week ‘Rio’ (U) and $7,- | 


‘controversy helping it to hefty $8,000. | 000. fair. 


Last week, ‘U-Boat 29’ (Col), slipped 
ito still solid $5,200. 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 


| 
| 
{ 


ing it to $10,000, brutal for ace main- | 


Last week, ‘Beau 
appointing $12,000. 


stemer 


(Par), di 


} 


Palace (1,700: 25-35-55) —‘Allegheny | 
Uprising’ (RKO). Given a special | 


35-55)— | opening here last night (Tues.) on! 
| ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). Critics|conversion of house to single bills | 15-30-40)—‘20,000 Men’ 
, went overboard, but opposition hold- | first run. 


Outgoing dual of ‘Holly-| 
wood Cavalcade’ (20th) (2d run) and | 


Geste’ | ‘Escape’ (20th) (st run), got $8.000, 


okay In ahead of that, ‘Destiny’| 


and ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), pulled 


after six days to make way for 
Thursday opening, tabbed mild 
$4.000. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
(20th) and 
‘Heaven Fence’ (20th). Not in the 
hefty class, but probably $3,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Rio’ (U) erd ‘Bright 


Boys’ (U), fair $3,200 
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‘Uprising’ Preem In 
Pittsburgh Draws 
Press and Radio Help 





OWMANSHIP 


By John C. Flinn 





These Colonial pioneers certainly had a tough time 
of it, considering the hardships of farming new soil 
and the constant threat of having one’s scalp lifted by 
unfriendly redskins. The early settlers seldom per- 
mitted themselves out of reach of their hoes or their 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 7. 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ preem_ at) 
Penn theatre Friday (3) was han-| 


dled by Lou Allemann, Carl Wing- | 


rod and Charlies Levy from | 
RKO: Joe Feldman and Jim Tot-| 
man, of WB, and Charles Kurtz-| 


man, of Loew's Penn, who sold it} 


like big stuff and collected heavy 
newspaper space. | 
As a matter of fact, considering 





the budget, results were remark- 
able. Doubtful if whole affair cost 
RKO, WB and Loew’s combined | 
more than $7,500, and they couldn't | 
buy the space they grabbed, even 
locally, for five times that amount. 
Premiere itself was sponsored by 
Allegheny Centennial Committee of 
100, which took over the house and 
peddled ducats at $2.50, giving the 
Penn theatre, where opening was 
held, $3,400 for the night on basis 
of $1 for each seat. House wasn’t 
completely sold out for the pre- 
miere, price tag being figured too 
high, ard at last minute Centennial 
committee decided to let few back 
rows in balcony go at a buck. 


Promised invasion of flock of RKO 
studio people didn’t develop and 
only Claire Trevor, who is featured 
in the picture, put in an appearance. 
She was a big hit here for three 
days and made friends. She gave 
out a mass radio interview, led a 
pioneer parade, participated in dedi- 
cation of KDKA’s new transmitter, 
held a tea at a department store for 
200 clubwomen, met the newspaper 
gang at a cocktail party and guest- 
of-honored after the premiere at a 
supper and ball sponsored by the 
Centennial Committee at the Wil- 
liam Penn. At latter affair, Edward 
Everett Horton, who was appearing 
at Nixon theatre in ‘Springtime for 
Henry,’ and Marjorie Lord, put in 
appearances. 

One newspaperman at speaker's 
table. He was Kaspar Monahan, 
critic of the Press, who suggested 
early last summer that ‘Allegheny’ 
preem should be given to Pittsburgh. 
Neil Swanson, former local news- 
paperman who wrote ‘First Rebel,’ 
from which picture was adapted, 
came on from Baltimore as RKO’s| 
guest for the opening. 

Pittsburgh dailies threw their | 
pages open to Miss Trevor and ‘Up- 
rising’ for the whole 
preem got all the breaks. 





week and} 
| 


| 


TUTORING SHOW BIZ | 


MGMT. AT SYRACUSE U.| 





} Syracuse, Nov. 7, 
Film house management has gone 


| Mohawk trail. 


guns. If they neglected the first, they starved; if they 
misplaced their fiint-lock, they were likely to be mas- 
sacred, 

By one of those strange coincidences which happen 
frequently in show business, two feature films of Revo- 
lutionary War period are being released simultaneously 
to first runs by competing companies. Darryl Zanuck 
is offering ‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ a more than 
average effort involving the services of John Ford as 
director and the radiancy of technicolor photography. 
It also is importantly cast, with Claudette Colbert and 
Henry Fonda as co-stars. From RKO comes ‘Allegheny 
Uprising,’ based on Neil Swanson's novel, ‘The First 
Rebel,’ with Claire Trevor and John Wayne in the top 
spots. William Seiter directed. 

Although ‘Uprising’ is less pretentious on the pro- 
duction side than ‘Drums,’ it starts its theatre bookings 
with benefit of a large portion of the book-reading 
public acquainted with its characters. That is, if ex- 
hibitors succeed in telling them that the book, ‘The 
First Rebel,’ is now the film titled ‘Allegheny Upris- 
ing.’ ° Why RKO tossed away the ready-made value of 
a known title for the uncertainties of a new one is 
just one of those things that happen around film 
studios. 

‘Drums,’ therefore, gets the edge in showmanship at 
the outset, because the novel by Walter D. Edmonds 
was close to the top of best selling lists for many 
months, and 20th-Fox is capitalizing heavily on its 


popularity. 
Both companies launched the films with special 
premieres. RKO took ‘Uprising’ to Pittsburgh, and in 


the proximity of the Pennsylvania hills where the 
action of the story is laid, the film was shown to the 
accompaniment of much fanfare, street parading, lobby 
broadcasting and aerial display of arclights. Miss 
Trevor was guest of the historical society and the 
newspapers cooperated with news and art layouts. 
Radio station KDKA gave a special broadcast of which 
Miss Trevor was guest. Full battery of exploitation 
machinery was turned on to spur ‘Uprising’ on its way. 

‘Drums’ also made its bow to the public with the 
backing of radio exploitation, and personal appear- 
ances of Hollywood film stars in theatres along the 
The aerial hookup was a tiein with 
Kate Smith and Ted Collins, who made the trip from 
New York to, Holiywood to include in their broadcast 
announcements of the film’s Hollywood premiere and a 


brief sketch of film dialog spoken by Fonda and Miss 
Colbert. While all this was taking place on the west 
coast, four of the Zanuck women players were being 
shuffled, behind police escorts, between the upstate 
towns of Albany, Schenectady and Troy. It was hard 
work for the girls, as the crowds of curious were 
everywhere, but the opening receipts én all the towns 
they visited were high and justified the inconveniences 
of attempting personal appearances in half a dozen 
places on a single day. 


AWAY FROM B’WAY AND H’WOOD 


Handling of the first showings of ‘Drums’ and ‘Up- 
rising’ best illustrates the radical change which has 
taken place within the past year in film showmanship. 
For many years the idea of launching a film, repre- 
senting large financial investment, from any spot ex- 
cept Broadway (and later, Hollywood) was regarded 
as hazardous, 

Starting with the ‘Dodge City’ sendoff in the western 
Kansas town of similar name, the exploitation staffs of 
the film companies have continued successfully the stunt 
of preeming their important pictures in some city as- 
sociated with the story locale or some other angie of 
geographical interest. The ‘Dodge City’ 


convention, as the boys and girls who write pieces 
about films took time off to make the trip by special 
train. 

Thereafter, the opening of DeMille’s ‘Union Pacific’ 
was made the excuse for a big celebration in Omaha, 
with thousands of citizens participating in recreating 
a pioneer atmosphere. There was dancing on the 
streets and a widespread spirit of Mardi Gras. 


Nearly all the film companies since last spring have | 


tossed one or more ‘away from Broadway’ premieres. 
Capra lately took ‘Mr. Smith’ to Washington, Universal 


had the newspaper writers on self-audited expense | 


accounts on a trip to Wilkes-Barre and Manhattan. 
‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ preemed in Springfield, I1. 

Now it is Metro’s turn, and preparations are being 
made for the opening of ‘Gone With the Wind,’ which 
will take place next month in Atlanta, Ga. How far 
the invitation list will be extended to newspaper and 
special writers, and how elaborate the local ceremonies, 


will be revealed in due time by Metro’s publicity de- | 


partment. The ballyhoo buildup is aimed to make 
Atlantans forget once and forever that Sherman ever 
marched to the sea. 


The out-of-town premieres unquestionably have 
stimulated public interest in films during recent 
months. They have dramatized the film biz in the | 


inland cities and towns where the mass of customers 
reside. 





TOM READ ORGANIZES 
ATLANTA’S SPINSTERS 


Atlanta, Nov. 7. 
Tom Read, mgr. of Lucas & Jen- 





tor 


Pittsburgh 


Surprise, 





Baltimore, Nov. 7. 
Neil Swanson, managing edi- 
of the Baltimore 
author of ‘Allegheny Frontier,’ 
being given a world premiere in 


this week, 


SMELLING SALTS FOR 


Surprise 


Fort Worth, Nov. 7. 
Lowell Bodiford and Charlie Mur- 


Sun and 





in- 


; was 

kins’ ace 4,000-seat Fox theatre,)  Jitog to attend the ind by ray, of Interstate, know how to pro- 

fathered movement that resulted in an RKO rep. Flack suggested | mote a ‘Donald Duck Jinx Show’ as 

organization of Atlanta Unit No. 1, that Swanson could come up | witness the campaign on this, their 

Amalgamated Ass’n of Old Maids, in with Claire Trevor, skeded to | 
make the trip via Baltimore. 


connection with screening of ‘The 


Old Maid’ (WB). Week before pic 








Went into a rave about her per- 
formance in the film. 


latest set-up: 
| A trailer on the screen for a month 


Said she in advance; four ghost Jinx. dummies 


opened Read sold idea to Constitu-| was made to order for the part | covered with sheets spotted in the 
tion, and newspaper went for it big, | and that Swanson must have | theatre; pass-out CheCRS: — 
running daily stories and member: | had her in mind when he wrote | Salts to critics for conga ROCKING 
: . | his story. |machine in the lobby; ghost bally 
ship coupon to be filled out by old ‘But there is no girl in my at the ball game and downtown; 
| maids and mailed to theatre. Stories book,’ explained the author. want ad seeking to hire a live ghost; | 
were run with art of shots from film. There was no answer to that | plugs on Buck Nite drawings; radio 
More than 500 coupons were filled | one. | plug of thirty minute broadcast from 








nant 4 - —_/the theatre; 20,000 programettes; 
collegiate in a public course being | out by spinsters, and first 100 to send | tie x a. a eae 
Offered by Syracuse University | birthday club story in the Fort 
ae eee niversity|them in were invited by theatre : ; | Worth Star-Telegram on Donald 

under direction of Prof. Sawyer|,. ‘ ‘eine a om etin ouses JOIN ‘ car gee an 
Falk, director of dramatics. Course | management ee ee B 2 | Duck one week in advance; paper- 


includes lectures on theatre opera- 
tion, sound, projection and booking. 
First lecture last week had Arthur 


Schmidt, of Loew's publicity ex- 
ploitation staff as speaker. Bob 
Case, former local house 


manager, 
chairmaned, 


‘Information’ Film Quiz 
Plugged by Air Tiein 


Dallas, Nov. 7, 

Walter Henshel and Forrest 
Thompson put on a special campaign 
for ‘Information Please’ (RKO) 
short, that upped grosses markedly 
with the following line-up: 

Special service on the screen sel]- 
ing the short one week in advance 
with regular feature trailer; Ex- 
change banner mounted on easel set- 
piece in lobby and used week in ad- 
vance; also used at front of theatre 
currently. Special setpiece tieing in 
station KGKO and Canada Dry used 
in inner lobby currently; special one- 
column three-inch newspaper ads in 
afternoon papers day before open- 
ing, and in morning currently, and 
plugs in combination ads; advance 
column and art in Dailas News day 
prior to opening, and advance story 
in Dallas Dispatch-Journal and 
Uncle Jake’s Sports News on open- 
ing day. 

Advance and current plugs were 


used over KGKO which carried the | 


program regularly and a setpiece at 


a =: pes - 


| Grady hotel evening of day ‘Old 
| Maid’ opened. Feature of dinner was 
| selection of Atlanta’s ‘most glamor- 


ous old maid.’ 


To spinster awarded ‘most glam- 
|orous’ title went honor of cutting 
monster 400-pound cake in lieu of 
wedding cake slicing she had missed 
because of spinsterhood. Theatre 
patrons thronged foyer and each got 
a slice of cake, which contained | 
about 300 prizes. 


interviewed by 


PEK ‘ 
| Stunt paid Jividends in patronage 
and did well at boxoffice. 


for other dates. 


‘Smith’ Billing in Pa. 
Given Local Twist 


join the 





Harrisburg, Nov. 7. 
Banners on ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington,’ current at the State 
here, are making what might be con- 
sidered a political prediction. The 
names of the co-stars and picture are 


printed so that the locals can read 
‘Arthur James Goes to Washington,’ 
James, Pemnsylvania’s breaker-boy 
governor, is rumored to be badly 
bitten by the presidential bee. 
Democrats get a kick out of the 
film, too, for the name of the non- 
office holding Republican boss of/tion featuring 
| Dauphin County is Harvey Taylor. | star. 


space-makers 





novel ‘trade’ 


glory 











‘the name of Taylor. daily. 


When Maureen O’Hara 
for personal appearance at the Fifth 
Avenue, at cpening of ‘Jamaica Inn’ 

| (Par), she led a fast and furious life. 
She reached town 
the newsmen, made | 
several radio talks, and was on the 
stage at 2:45 and 9, leaving at 11 p.m. | 


But Maureen was not too busy to 
campaign 
Washington apples. 
as a gift to President Roosevelt at 
the White House. 
pixes in the papers. 
the public-spirited 
eat and ship more apples, which are 
in a glut due to stoppage of exports 
on account of the European war. 
Vie Gauntlett and Eddie Rivers, 
for 
green Theatres, are putting over a 
with a competitive 
house, the Metropolitan, all for the 
of Ingrid Bergman. 
coming to the Fifth in ‘Intermezzo’ 
(UA), debutting her Hollywood ca- 
reer; also to the Met in the Swedish 
production, ‘A Woman’s Face.’ 
Hamrick-Evergreen is distribing cir- 
culars advertising ‘Jamaica’ and also 
plugging for the coming Met attrac- 
the foreign 
Gus Bachman is the sponsor 
|The power politician Edward Arnold! for Swedish pixes at the Met, and 
plays in ‘Mr. Smith’ is a fellow by | has a Scandinavian newscast on KJR 


maiche cat head and costume for 
downtown bally; underline in daily 
j}ads one week in advance; story in 
| the Fort Worth shopper one week in 
advance; mammoth Donald Duck 
painted on the sidewalk in front of 
the theatre with copy covering the 
entire outer lobby ten days in ad- 
vance; 32 signs on the jinx show over 
the marquee two weeks in advance. 


COMMERCIAL SUBJECTS 
ON COLUMBIA RELEASE 


Columbia Pictures is releasing in 


Seattle, Nov. 7. 
was here 


at 7:30 a.m., was 


of selling more 
She sent a box 


The stunt got 
It attracted to 


propaganda to i 
under commeréial 


Willard Pictures. ‘The Building of 
Boys’ was backed by Boys Clubs of 
America, and the commentators are 
Lowell Thomas and Clem McCarthy. 

Second subject is entitled ‘The 
Book of Books’, financed by the Na- 
tional Bible Press, and relates the 
story of the making and printing of 
the Bible. 


Hamrick-Ever- 


She’s 





WB’s Sales Meet in N.Y. 


A three-day sales meeting to dis- 
cuss Warner mid-winter product, 
marketing plans and another sales 


So 


screen 
sion at the home office yesterday 
(Tues.), Grad Sears presiding. 

Sears brought in ali his district 
managers for the session. 





excursion, | 
handled by Warners, assumed aspects of a newspaper | 


FT. WORTH FILM CRIX 


|the ‘Happy Hour’ series two short | 
subject films which were produced | 
sponsorship by | 


drive for next spring, went into ses- | 


+ 





| Nat'l Admen Instructed Te 
Emulate Show Biz Bally 
Methods for the Future 


Publicity and advertising chiefs of 
| America’s leading industrial firms 
were tipped off to study both motion 
| picture and radio advertising tech- 


| nique if for no other reason than to 


|; be ready to cash in on television 
when it arrives. Publicity-ad ex. 
|perts were told this at the National 
| Association of Accredited Publicity 
| Directors luncheon last week. 


The strides that the screen has 
j}taken as a medium of exploitation, 
| advertising or publicity were pointed 
/to. One speaker said that the tipoff 
'on the popularity of this type of 
bally was the fact that nearly 1,000 
such pictures were made during the 
last 12 months, although there were 
few highly organized channels of 
| distribution which could place the 
| product in theatres. 


| That television represents the wed- 
|ding of radio and motion pictures 
was cited as the reason why public 
‘relations and advertising executives 
should study both methods so they 
could combine them efficiently on 
'sight-sound broadcasts. The most 
' perfect sales message concocted for 
television would be the one which 
iclicks, one exec claimed—all of 
which means the expert in both 
| fields would be the company creat- 
ing the most attention. 

Because so many industrial firms 
| have been placed on the spot by the 
| Government, in the eyes of the pub- 
| lie, another speaker said was rea- 
son enough why these same large 
corporations stress such institutional 
| advertising so that they might give 
the pleasanter side of the business 
world to the public. 

Haysian spokesman hinted that 
the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors advertising seal would 
go far towards making their com- 
mercial pictures click with audi- 
ences. The seal, he said, would tip 
off an audience that the screen sub- 
ject was intended as an advertising 
lor exploitation reel and thereby 
flatly stated there was no intention 
of fooling them. His idea was that 
' nobody likes to be taken in and that 
he hates twice as much to be made 
the fall guy in public, pointing out 
that disguised advertising pictures 
were inclined to do just that. 











‘DRUMS’ BEAT SOFTLY 
AT UPSTATE PREEMS 





Albany, Nov. 7. 
In contrast to smack radio e€Xx- 
ploitation of Hollywood's premiere 
of ‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ via 


Kate Smith Show, Albany-Mohawk 
Valley phase of this was so puny as 
to cause comment. It was the one 


angle of the ballyhoo that did not 
seem to have received proper con- 
sideration. A_ half-hour broadcast 
over WABY from lobby of Paiace 
theatre was unfortunately timed and 
developed into a big yawn. None 
of the visiting filmers Arlene 
Whelan, John Davis, Lynn Bari and 
Arthur Shields was heard. Nor were 


Governor Lehman or Mayor 
Thacher, although sign on announce- 
ment stated they were expected to 


speak. 

Announcer Tip Corning stalled by 
reading reams of publicity about the 
picture. Five young women were 
brought to mike, but as they had not 
seen ‘Drums,’ their contributions 
were nil. Lou Golding, manager 
| Fabian division; Larry Cowan, man- 
|ager of Grand, and C. R. Roseberry, 
critic of Knickerbocker News, spoke 
| briefly. Excitement of a premiere 
was not reproduced for loud speaker 
reception. 


WABY carried a network com- 
‘mercial following half hour, but 
9-9:30 p.m. slot could have been 


used. Picture players were not due 
|to make a Palace p.a. until 9:15. 
| They were in Schenectady while 
lobby broadcast came through. 
Although in Albany on and off for 
two days, foursome did not mike lo- 
cally at all. This despite fact their 
hotel was only a block from WABY- 
WOKO. Nor did they air over WGY, 
|either from De Witt Clinton (where 





| station has a studio) or from Sche- 
nectady. Ed Flynn emceed a simu- 
lated broadcast in front of Proctors, 
Schenectady. Also stage-introduced 
'filmers, as did Corning in Albany. 
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B Ups Philly Scales; Bette Now 236, 
Dead Enders-Weems- Grass’ Big 266 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 
Despite a hike in admission prices 
in downtown deluxers and subse- 


quent-run houses, biz continues 
the ups! ade in Philly this week. 

Taking advantage of the general 
brightening of the economic pic- 
Warners last week reverted to 
of 68c night top at the 
Fox, Karl- 
The old top 
The 


on 


ture, 
its old policy 
Aldine, Boyd, Stanley, 
Keith's and Earle. 
of d7¢ remains at the Stanton. 
day prices remain the same. 

Leading the parade is the “—o 
of Dead End Kic 


ton, 


with p.a. 

Weems band and ‘Pride of the Fs 
Grass. This combination is getting 
neat $26,000. Right on the Earle’s 


heels is the Boyd, with its wor ld pre- 


miere of ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ snag- 
ging heav y $23, 000. ‘Drums Along 
the *"Mohawk’ should gross good $19,- 
500. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-638) 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) (2d wk). Re- 


peating the experience of other pic- 
tures at this deluxer and unable to 
hold up after one week. Doing poor 


$7.300 after good $14,200 in opening 
sesh. 
Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68 )— 


‘Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB). 
hoo attending the world premiere of 
Bette Davis’ latest vehicle is build- 
ing this one up to strong $23,000. 
Looks good for at least two more 
laps. Last week ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) 
sinash $8,000 in only four days of 
fourth week here. 

Earle (WB) (2.758: 32-42-57-68)- 
‘Blue Grass’ (WB) with Dead End 
Kids and Ted Weems orch on stage. 
Socko $26,000. Last week ‘Ki 
Nightingale’ (WB) and Jimmy 
Luneeford’s orch, likewise good at 
$23,600 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 32-42-57-68) 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Fair $8,000 for five days of its sec- 
ond turn. Pulled to return house to 
Wed. opening policy with unveiling 
of Deanna Durbin’s ‘Fizst Love’ to- 
morrow (8). Last week ‘Roaring’ got 
loud $17,800 
Karlton (WB) (1,066: 
Pack Troubles’ (20th) (2d 
Only weakie of the week and sick 
$2,100 for five days. ‘Roaring Twen- 
moves over from the Fox to- 
morrow Last week ‘On Toes’ (WB), 


32-42-57-68) 


run), 


ties 


n.g. $3,900 
Keith's (WB) (1,870: 3°-42-57-68) 
— Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d run), 


Still carries a wallop with a hefty 
$7.200 in sight after profitable run at 
Boyd. Last week ‘Hollywood Cav- 
alcade’ 120th), nice $5,100 for second 
week of second run. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916: 
‘Drums Mohawk’ 
out loud $19,700 for 


ek 
32-42-57-68) 
(20th). Beating 
its opening. Last 


week ‘At Circus’ (M-G), fair $11,000 
for second round, 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 32-42-57)— 
‘U-Boat 29’ (Col). War theme bring- 
ing them in here.” Nice $6,500. Last 


week °20,000 
$4,100 


Men’ (20th), pallid 


GLORY,’ $12, 
BUFFALO NI 


’ 


Buffalo, Nov. 7. 

Buffalo box offices are punching 
out a collection of fancy grosses cur- 
rently 

‘Hot ‘_ymoon in Bal with H 
Heidt’s rch, at Buffalo, is p 
Tol 4 smash figure *R Glor } 
setting fine response, while ‘Alle 
sheny Uprising’ will see an « eme 
iy SNU SIX days at the Century. ‘M 
. } 
oi third week, is still strong 


Estimates for This Week 
ReW.t- ,Q} 
Um aId ‘oneal 


30-35-55) 
‘Dp 
sali 


(3,560; 


Ru] ‘Par) and Horace Heidt orch 
aoe ng the roost and looks like socko 
%29.000. Last week, ‘Hollywood Cav- 
alea le’ 


(20th), faded to disappointing 
$16,000. “ere 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 30-50 


teal Glory’ (U A). Getting powerful 
Play and should snag over $12,600. 
ree Last week, ‘Babes Arms’ (M- 
7 ‘2d run), got best gross in month 
for house at $8,300. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Have 
Music’ (UA) and ‘Fast Furious’ (M- 


G. Feeling the upsurge and should 
sit 


ver $6,000, okay. Last week 
pubmarine D-1’ (WB) (2d run) and 
Death Champion’ (Par), so-so $5,000. 
_ Lafayette (Hayman) (3. 300: 25-35) 
“Mr. Smith’ (Col) (8d wk). Still 
Dotent enough to hit sturdy $8,000 
Last week, over $10,000, sweet 


20th C entury (Dipson- “Basil) (3. 00; 
de: 3D) ‘Allegheny Uprising’ (R KO) 
and Flying Deuces’ (RKO) (6 days). 


Very neat, probal bly over $9,000. Last 
eK, ‘Three Sons’ (RKO) and Con- 
1 > Bennett on Stage (25-40), $12 
YUU, faitish at best, 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week..... 
(Based on 26 cities, 

tres, chiefly jirst runs, 

N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year . $1,642,700 

(Based on 25 cities, 172 theatres) 


$1,564,700 
172 thea- 
including 








Bally- + prising 


GRID, STRIKE HIT 


DET.; ‘CIRCUS 
N.G. $8,500 


Detroit, Nov. 7. 


Football competish, plus continue | 
ance of Chrysler auto strike with 
60,000 or more idle, isn’t helping 
theatre biz. ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Wash,’ after going under expecta- 


| (M-G), 


| ‘Dress 


| 100, 


tions in first stanza as a solo, is sur- 
on holdover at Fox com- 
bined with ‘Beware Spooks,’ by top-, 


ping first week. 


‘Old Maid,’ which has played three 


weeks downtown, is still pulling ’em 
in at Palms-State, where flicker is 
playing its second week with ‘Dis- 


puted Passage.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Call Messenger’ (U) plus ‘Hero Day’ 
(U). Figures for light $4.100. Last 
week, light $4.600 for ‘Hollywood 
Cavalcade’ «(20th) (2d run) and ‘Es- 
cape’ (20th). 

Fox (5.000: 30-40- 
(2d wk) plus 


(Fox-Michigan) 

‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
vare Spooks’ (Col). Headed for 
smash $18,500 following last week’s 
$17,000, under expectations but good 
for ‘Smith’ solo. 

Michigan ‘(United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-55)—‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and 
‘On Toes’ (WB). Will get mediocre 
$12 500 Last week fair $13,000 
for ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ (WB) 
Dancing Coed’ (M-G). 

Palms-State (United 
(3.000; 30-40-55)— Disputed 
(Par) (2d run) (2d wk) 
Maid’ (WB 2d run) (3d wk), dual. 
Knocked off nice $9.500 last week 
and looks like okay $5,000 currently. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2000: 30-40-55)—‘At Circus’ (M-G). 
larx Bros. opus paced for only 
$8,500, n.g Last week (2d), light 
$7.400 for ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) altel 
fancy $16,000 in first stanza. 


+ 


‘Be 


Detroit) 
Passage’ 


and ‘Old 


‘Circus,’ 5'4G, ‘Ist Love,’ 
$5,300 Forte in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 7. 

This week all pix are doing win- 
ning »! but none in the really 
eavy sugar. ‘At the Circus.’ at 
Parker’s UA, is tops, with ‘First 
Love.’ at Broadway, second ‘Babes 
in Arms.’ a heavy winner, moved 
to Mavtair for third week 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35 
40)—'First Love’ (U) and ‘Mone: 
Ring’ (WB) Gett good $5,300 
Last A, | R i ge TJ I * (WB) 
ind Bright Boys’ (U ywerage 
$4.200 

Liberty H - | > 

100 I 35-4 la i | 

}? ) 

S $35.000 La 
99 Ch : 1A 
i } Q Po.s 00 

Maviati i I ¢ »e 

| UU ) +() Babe Al 

V1 r W \ i f { ,) 
Vio f the UA 

1 week and still a winner 10 

ood enough = $2.700 Last week, 
Real Glory (UA) and ‘No Place 
Go’ (WB) 1ir $2,200 following good 
WeeK il B yadway. 

Orpheum (‘Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
20-30-40) ‘Old Monterey’ (Rep) 
and ‘Mr. Wong’ tMono), and vaude 
Scoring good enough $4.700. ‘Mon- 
tereyv’ first Gene Autry pic to play 
major spot in this burg. 

Paramount (Ha ck-Evergreen ) 
(3.000; 30-35-40) ‘Di: sputed Passage 
(Par) and “Everything I (RKO). 
Getting average $4,500 Last week, 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) and 
‘Full Confession’ (RKO), second 
week, good $4,000 First week big 
$6,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 


35-40) ‘Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Rio’ 
(U). Going for strong $5,500. Last 
veek. ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Wit 
ne Vanishe (UU) moppea ) 
nd th $3.800 and ) 1 
»M vit First week great $5,700 


, 10-30-40) —* 


‘MR SMITH’ KNOCKING 
OVER MEMPHIS, $7,900 


Mamishie, Nov. 


os 
‘ 
? 


‘Mr, Smith’ is flirting with top 
gross for the vear at the Malco Pal- 
ace. Perfect weather and publicity 


on Washington premiere combining 
to give Capra opus inside track on 
week’s trade, which is generally 
okay. 

Orpheum started slow with ‘Inter- 
national Circus’ on stage and ‘Charlie 
Chan at Reno,’ but picking up as kids 
get hep to fact it’s no gag. House 
was shuttered two weeks for lack of 
attraction. ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ and 
‘Here I Am a Stranger’ are splitting 
the week at Loew's, with former 
doing better than expected in 
tour days. 

Strand is having a flurry of book- 
ing switches, advertising second-run 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ for opening 
Sunday and shifting suddenly to re- 
peat ‘Jesse James’ for single day. 
thei popping in ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
first-run yesterday (Monday) with- | 
out advance notice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (Loew) (2,600 10-30-40)— 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). Nabbed 
$2,600 in four days, with ‘Stranger’ 
(20th) in today (Tuesday) for bal- 
ance of split-week. Total may be 
$5,200, okay. Last week, ‘At Circus’ 
$4,500, fairish. 

Warner’s (Warner) (2.300 10-30-40) 
Parade’ (WB). Little 
toughies no big draw on own as rule, 
but heading for fair $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB), 
a wallop. 

Malco Palace 
Mr. 


(2,200; 
Crix 


(Lightman) 
Smith’ (Col). 


|; went to town and film should get big 


and | 


Dis 


$7,500. Last week, ‘Under-Pup’ (U), 
five days, with ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) for 
Hallowe’en midnight show, $4,000, 
satisfying. 

Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) 
15-40-55)——‘Chan Reno’ (20th), with 
‘International Circus’ on stage. Late 
in getting under way, but leading to 
$4,000, fair. Last week, dark. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000 10-20-30) 

‘Jesse James’ (20th), ‘Honeymoon’s 
Over’ (20th). ‘Grey Walls’ (Col) and 
‘U-Boat 20’ (Col), dividing cockeyed 
booking week. Probably $1,600, fair. 
Last week, ‘Touchdown’ (Par), 
‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Law 
Pampas’ (Par), divvied, $2,100, very 
200a 


(2,800; 


’ 


CAGNEY-LANE 
OK 166 IN HUB 


Nov. 7 


for 


Boston, 
Id 


hous¢ S, gs 


‘Babes Arms,’ 


at two Loew 


in 
still 
up 


standee biz 


stanza 


the town’s sensation Ringing 


big daily tallies, with 


over weekend and for practically 


every evening performance. ‘Inter- 


mMmeZZO VM good weeks at 


sund up two 


Memorial Sunday (5). 

Roa “wy nti look oKa 3 
Vet Startu Thu 1a (9 { 
RKO-Boston l agal run vaude 
for four days of the week. This 
yolicv wa ied for two weeks, then 
switched back to three days for or 
veek K Kyser plays full w 

at house starting Nov. 29 


Estimates for This Week 
(RKO) (3,200; 25-30 
(2POth) tre ne) 


Boston 
toad Glory 


ouse Hor 


a »? 
rt rol 


(U) «ist run). dual. 


(20th) (2d 1 


n T 19% ‘ ) af 
Fenway (MAP) €1.56 2)-3)-40- 


~O) (2.9 : - 
Ty A ) (Od 
()) (one 
$12,500, 
mezzo and 
$17,000 
) 


(4.367: 25-35- 


Keith Memorial (RI 
35-40-55) ‘Intermezzo ( 
k) and ‘Three Sai (RK 
eek ), Will ret 1round 
od Last week, ‘Inte 
‘Under landy 
Metrepetitan (M&P) 
$()- ‘Roaring Twenties’ CWB) and 
‘Kid Nightingale (WB) tt 
$16.000 Last 
’ (Par) and ‘Eve 
(R KO), $16,500, pleasing, 
but not up to ex} ition 
Orphe um (Loew (2.900; 25-35-40- 
Babes A (M-G) and mt 
(Col) (2d wk). On w 
$19.900. Last week smash $: 
(M&P) (1,797: 
$0-55)—On Toes’ (WB) and ‘Smash- 
ing Ring’ hacbat Good $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Holly we od Cavale (20th) 
and ‘Nancy Dre (WB) (both 
tinued run), $8 000, good 
Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 25-35 
Bal (P vr} i! j ‘Tt 


$4,500, fair Last week, “Dust D 


95) 


tnan-averace 


ect 


55) 


Wal! 


Paramount 


ace 


con- 


first | 


$7,- | 


| but Lyric 
| ‘Here IL Am Stranger’ 


second ! 


PICTURE Phas taceemeal 


V ARIETY 





———___-_ 





Roaring 20s’ $19,400, ‘Smith’ 2d 
Week 23146, Only L.A. Coin Getters: 
‘Jamaica, 196, Eternally,’ 17456, Mild 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . $298,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Ne 3: 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


INDPLS. IS BLAH: 
BETTE-FLYNN 
FAIR 37,000 








Indianapol';, Nov. 7. 
House managers can cut down on 
their police escortssto the bank this 


week, with dull biz relieving the 
necessity of the coin guard. Circle 
is in the black with Cab Calloway 


orch on stage and ‘Cat and Canary,’ 
has the red 
and vaude. 


+ 


ink out for | 


| looks like easy 


Locker room talk has the boys 
wondering what has happened to 
weekday business. For six weeks 
houses have had strong play over 
weekends and then died from Mon- | 
day through Thursday. 


Just able to pay off the help, with 


nothing for the stockholders. are 
Loew’s, with ‘Real Glory’ and ‘Hid- 
den Power’; Indiana, with ‘Elizabeth 
and Essex’ and ‘Pride Bluegrass’: 
and Apollo, with ‘Submarine D-l’ 
and ‘Kid Nightingale.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40 )—'Submarine D-1l’ (WB) (reissue) 
and ‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB). Weak 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Rio’ (U) and 
‘Call Messenger’ (U), meagre $1,900. 


Circle 
40) 


(Katz-Dolle) (2.600: 25-30- 
‘Cat Canary’ and Cab Calloway 
orch, Drawing okay $12,000. Last 
week, ‘What Life’ (Par) and Joe E. 
Brown unit, in the red at $10,000 

Dolle>) (3.100: 25-20- 
sex’ (WB) and 
(WB). Bette Davis- 
over the line with 
weeh, “Roaring 20's’ 


Staircase’ (WB), 


Indiana (Katz- 
40)—‘EFlizabeth E 
‘Pride Bluegrass’ 
Errol Flynn just 
fair $7,000. Last 
(WB) and ‘Drew 
mild $6,800 

Loew's (Loew’s) 
‘Real Glory’ (U 
Power’ (Col). 
Last week, 


(2.400; 25 
A) and 
Unexciting 
‘Babes Arms’ 


-30-40 )-— 
‘Hidden 

$8,100. 
(M-G) and 


‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col), second week 
good $7,500 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900: 25-30-40) 
strat * (20th) and Vaude Poor 
$8.000 Last eek, ‘Sherlock Holn 
(20th) and Will O borne orch, nose- 
dived after weekend to red $9,000. 


‘CIRCUS’ GOOD $4,200 
AS 0.C.’S BIZ BETTERS ,, 


Oklahoma City. No 7 

N A veek look ‘I ntily ) 

ive i l ( 
i aro ] 
Olid i 1 4 V l € 
) { | | t Vin >» 
c> im } ] t ] Sta id 
ee 1t M 
Estimates for This Week 

Criterion St 1.500: 25-35-40 

t T l WB 
$4,000 Last ‘ ‘Babes’ (M-G 

| WR 
©? £1)() 

Liberty 200 ) ) 

: T : ; 

{ S$? 500 

t t i j ) ) 
I (U). f t) 2H) 

Midwest Stan) (1,500: 23-35-40) 
“AY Ch (M-G) Good $4,200 
La wee ‘Old Maid’ (WB), eight 
favs. good $3.900 

Plaza (Stan? (750: 25- +0) 
‘Babe * (M-G) (;00d $900. + 
wee Al] Quiet’ (U), three days ag 
Beau Geste’ (Par), four day $805. 
fu 

State (Noble) (1,100 0-25-40) 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (3d wk) (;00d 
$3.500 Last week, second good 
$4,500 

Tower (Stan) (1,000: 20-25-35) 
Old Maid’ (WB (;00d $2,500. Las 

eek Bancian ¢ »-Ed’ (M-G), so-so 
1,700. 

o 
tiny’ (WB) and ‘Stranger’ (20th) 
(both 2d run), dual, $4,200, fairish 

State (Loew) (3,600: 25-35-40-55) 
‘Babe Al ; (M-G) and H 44 
Wa ’" (Col) (2d wk) Vel trong 

) I icf ) 4 NM) 


Los Angeles, Nov. 7 


of the local first 


Few 


ing 


are hit- 
ith last 
are pretty well 


“runs 
comparable 
week, although takes 
| distributed. WB's ‘Roaring Twenties’ 
is only one of the newcomers stack- 


Zrosses “ 


ing up substantially, with gangster 
opus expected to garner combined 
$19.400 at the day-date Downtown 
and Hollywood. 

‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ 
though a holdover, is still hitting on 
all six and should add another $23,- 
900 on second stanza, topping the 
town ‘Jamaica Inn,’ at the Para- 
tates is not breakin any house 

cords. Holdovers just did fair on 

Lanza, 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518: 30-40- 
55-75)—'Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Fast 
Furious’ (M-G), dual (3rd week). 
Still in the profit classification, al- 


; though $1,500 nothing extraordinary. 
Last week surprised by hitting $2,000. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75 )—Eternally Yours’ (UA) 
and ‘Pack Up Troubles’ (20th), dual. 
| Just another one of those weeks at 
' the ace boulevard house -as_ slim 
$8.200 attests. Last week, ‘At Circus’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Dancing Co-Ed,’ $8,000, 
| n.g. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 
65)—Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
‘Pride Bluegrass’ (WB), dual. Quite 
an improvement in trade here and 
$10,000 on the stanza. 
‘On Toes’ (WB) and 
Dynamite’ (WB), very weak, 


30-40-55- 


Last week, 
*Torchy 
$4.000 
Four Star (F-WC-UA) 
wood Cavalcade’ (20th) (5th 
Final week cut to six days for 
$2,000 take. Fourth full week 


-‘Holly- 
week). 
around 
brought 


okay $2.700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—Roaring Twe nties” (WB) and 
‘Pride Bluegrass’ (WB), dual. Nearly 
300° improvement ove: last week 
and $9,400 healthy. Last week, ‘On 
Toes’ (WB) and ‘Torchy Dynamite’ 
(WB), brutal $3,500. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280: 30-40-55) 

‘Death Champion’ (Par) = and 
‘Rookie Cop’ (RKO), dual, and 
vaude. Two first-runs, but they do 
not mean a thing as $7,000 indicates 
Last week, ‘Big Town Czar’ (U) and 
‘Asked for It’ (U), so-so $6,700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2nd week) and 
‘Two Bright Boys’ (U), dual. Hold- 
ing for open second stanza which 
should b ‘ound $12,500. First week 
ended with. $18,500, very good. 

Paramount (Par) (ee 30-40-55) 

‘Jamaica Inn’ (Pa and stage 
how Will likely hi t fair $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par), 
tipped $14,500. 

_. (2,87 2: 30-40-55)—*Mr. Smi th’ 
(Col) id week) and ‘Bright 30yYS 
(U) i Into econd week witn 
mntinued strength for near $11,000 
on the tanza Last week (first) 

ossed 0 $16,600, big 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—Eternalls Yours’ UA) and 

ek Troubles’ (20th). dual Will 
have to be satisfied with $9,400 
“x t week. ‘Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Co- 

(M-G). slim $9,500 
P _— Artists (F-WC) (2.100; 30- 
Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Da icing 

‘0. Ed’ (M-G), dual N.g. On move- 
ver, with only $2,300 in mht. Last 
week holdover of ‘Babe Arms’ 
(M-G) and ‘Chan Island’ (20th), okay 
2 5O0 

Wilshire (F-W( (2.296: 30-40-55- 
65) . ‘ (M-G? and Dancing 
Co-Ed’ (M-G yt ry t 
$4 yt | ) if- 

f 
iM ny 


Football in N. Y. Proves 
Bonanza to Show Biz 


What football can mean to how 
business was exemplified Saturday 
night (4) in New York, when 
Broadway looked Jike a New Year’s 
Eve out of season. Chief reason was 
the Army-Notre Dame game at the 
Yankee stadium, which drew 75,656, 
many of them: out-ot-towners The 
Fordham-Rice and N.Y.U.-Lafayette 
contests were also contributing fac- 
tors to Broadway's boom nigt 

Few of the Main Stem niter and 
theatres failed to cash mn the 
huge throngs that flocked into Times 
Square Most of the niteries got 
more than the uld hold, this even 
being true at the mammoth Inter- 
national Casino, Cotton Club and 
Paradise 

QO; eS Ler 0) ery i ced if was 

{ ' etween 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, Nov-mber 8, 1939 








Confession’ (RKO) (2d wk). Good} 
| "rex Last week, excellent $19,000. 





10 
Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘U-Boat 29’ 
and ‘Drew Staircase’ (WB). 


——_—_—_ — = 
bd é 9 
Grid Boosts Mpls.; Boles- Lawyer | 
. ‘ ” 9 e Came Jn oy be go A —_ Will get 
Kay ’ ana noiaover, 
Terrific $12,000, Smith Big $9 500 | 7 Met (3,618; 25-35-50 ote ging | 





and ‘Challenge’ ( 
| Satisfactory $14,000. Last week, swell | 
| $19,000, 


+ 
| s<@ ee h ’ 13.000 ‘Ci ? | Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—'‘Dis- 
Smit ; ’ , Ircus, puted Passage’ (Par) and ‘On Toes’ 
Wi (WB). Bright $16,500. Last week, | 
0 D Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Touchdown’ 
$9,600 ’ enver mners (Par) (2d wk), fine $16,000, 
pote | Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘Maginot 
Denver, Nov. 7. /|Line’ (Ind) and ‘Woman Is Judge’ 
$2.65 each to see Minnesota-North-| ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ is | (Col). Okay $5,000. Last week, ‘Re- 
western football game, loop theatres running way above average, and turn Frog’ (Select’ and ‘Demon Fleet 
enjoyed their biggest days in years | packing them in. Practically every | (Select), excellent $7,500. 
Friday to Sunday. All local night first-run had standouts Saturday and | 
clubs had turnaway business those | Sunday nights. | 


nights. Highschool football games| Orpheum, Paramount and Rialto | 6 9 
attracted more than 25,000, and | double bills are getting good biz. a S 
nearly 5,000 were on san for Min- | Estimates for This Week ) 3 ) 
sanolis Symol , ‘chestra con- i 
mats eee Se con | Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
ee ; ; ‘Rearing Twenties’ (WB), after week ‘Et l| , 8) ( 
ernally, 8/96, 


Total amusement expenditures, in- > or ates: 
cluding those at neighborhood at Denver. tas om yg 
houses, for three weekend days are | Real Glory’ (UA), after week a 
Omaha, Nov. 7. 
‘Babes in Arms’ at Omaha is the! 


ati od 3 ‘e than $500,000, | Denver, same figure. , 
extimared St more | Broadway (Fox) (1.040; 25-35-40) 
best draw, proving anew | 





Minneapolis, Nov. 7. 
Earl N. Pomeroy, Tribune drama 
editor, in front page story, declared | 
all-time records for entertainment | 
spending were broken here over! 
week-end. More than 53,000 a 








sarly 300.000 people going in} j. : 
pg Ret Bacar any as |—Babes Arms’ (M-G), after two 
Among the newcomers the top b.0o. weeks at Orpheum. Nice $3,000. Last 
positions are copped by ‘Mr. Smith week, Under-f up’ (U) and Mutiny 
Goes to Washington, at Orpheum, Blackhawk’ (U), only fair at $2,000, 
; alan tm wereon 3 after week at Paramount. 
and John Boles in person at Minne- | @ ' _ 
sota. ‘Mr. Smith’ will run at least | Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; seo) | 
| 


x 





j ‘yn. | —‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) (2d wk) 
two weeks. Boles will give the Min- | 1S} assag ar) (2 : 
nesota one of its best seven days | Okay $4,500 for h.o, Last week, $8,- 


| 500, strong. 
(Fox) (2,525; 


since its reopening. Resta | town’s 


25-35-40 )— 


Tw lovers, ‘B.»es in Arms’ | Mi R ’s b t ‘Eter- | 
an ee S aiee on the Western ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col). Strong yeaa eg. Heated th ee woe ggaal | 

: > or sti soing ; x at a|Last week, ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB), | nally Y $s 1s nice Orph um, 
Front,’ are still going along at a) ™ast © . Clear, cool weather helping to 


healthy clip after smash first weeks. | good $10,000. 
In more normal times both undoubt- | Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
edly would do considerably better, |—‘Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Full Confes- 
bit their takings are not to be/sion’ (RKO). Fine $9,000. Last week, 
sneezed at, and under all the adverse | ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G), second week, | berg) 
circumstances size up as substan- | nice $8,500. m | Maker’ (Par) and ‘Tomorrow Comes’ 
tial. | Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— | (yy), dual, split with ‘Fight Peace’ 
‘Nurse Cavell’ and ‘Blackmail’ are |‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘No Place | (Mono), first run, ‘Way Down South’ 
by no means weaklings. However, |Go’ (WB). Strong at $5,000. Last | (RKO) and ‘Exchamp’ (W), tripler. 
the first named, in particular, is not | week, ‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue) and | Good $1.700. Last week ‘O2’ (M-G) 
bringing any considerable joy to the |‘Drew Staircase’ (WB), good $4,500. l and ‘Like Hot’ (Par) aut split witha | 
Century, and both must be set down Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Real | ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) acd ‘Under- | 
as depression sufferers. ‘The Chal-|Glory’ (UA), after a week at each cover Doctor’ (Par). dual $1,700, | 
lenge,’ at World, has been acclaimed |the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Heaven | ,,,4q , 7 oe 
by the critics, but doesn’t scem to be /Fence’ (20th). Good $2,500. Last |” prangeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- | 
able to grease the turnstiles appre- | week, ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th), | 95_95-40)—'Mr Smith’ (Col) "and 
ciably. after a week at each the Denver and ‘Prison Gates’ (Col) ‘ae wet Gand 
The Orpheum gets back into the | Aladdin, and ‘Hidden Power’ (Col), | ¢4 099 First week. $6,000. great 
stage show running Friday (10) with | good $2,200. | Omaha (Blank) (2 000: 10-25-40)— | 
Phil Spitalny and his Hour of Charm ‘eine ‘oena? (M-G) ’ a 


4 # and ‘Water- | 
femme band. (WB). Swell $9.000. Last | 


2 i ‘ 9 front’ 
Estimates for This Week week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and | 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 25)—‘Mad | - . | ‘Quick Millions’ (20th), $7,500, good. | 
| Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) | 


Youth’ (Peipel) and ‘Mutiny Black- 
hawk’ (U), dual first-runs. —‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and ‘Tele- | 


keep the wickets spinning. 
Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
(800-600-950; 10-25) — ‘Star 








Sex pic- 





ture for ‘adults only’ exploited sen- | vision Spy’ (Par). Nice $8,500. Last | 
sationally. Admission boosted from week, ‘Dancing Co-ed’ (M-G) and| 
15c. to 25c. all day. Headed for big + ‘Sher!ock Holmes’ (20th), $8,000. fair. | 
2,400. Last week, ‘Money Ring’ Town (Goldberg) (1,250: 10-20-25) | 
(WB) and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U), |—Fighting Gringo’ (RKO), ‘Drum- | 
dual first-runs, split with ‘Scandal mond Bride’ (Par), first runs, and 
Sheet’ (Col) and ‘Hero Bay’ (U), ‘Ex-Champ’ (U), tripler, split with 
also dual first-runs, $1,300, mild. ‘Fight Peace’ (Mono), first run, ‘To- 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- !morrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Star Maker’ 
35-40) — ‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO). —_—- | (Par), tripler. Good $1,200. Last 
Plenty of praise for this one, and it’s ? 9 |week ‘Arizona Kid’ (Rep), ‘News 
timely, too, but lack of cast names, Baltimore, Nov. 7. | Night’ (20th), ‘Mystery Plane’ 





tough opposition and bad general Continued steady play here, with | (Mono), first run tripler, split with 
business conditions are hurting. Will product still coming strong and |‘Black River’ (Col), ‘Girls Marry’ 
be lucky to top light $3,000. Last| bullish weekends making up for the !(Mono). first runs. and ‘Like Hot’ 


| 
|slack now generally encountered 


during balance of week. Selling ‘Mr. 
| Smith Goes to Washington’ to the 
| 
' 


(Par), tripler, $1,300, nice. 





(Continued on page 47) 
hilt, Izzy Rappaport is sending his 
|combo Hipp into the lead. Also big 
|is ‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ using 
|up every bit of space in the limited | 


BENNETT- BOYS 
|capacity of the New. 
l Estimates for This Week | 
? 5 | Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- | 


P. A. Hypoes ‘Jamaica’ 


Seattle, Nov. 7. 
by Maureen O’Hara at 
Avenue, where the Laughton 


Personal 


25-40)—‘Real Glory’ (lA). Holding 
Fifth 


|} up well at $9,000. Last week, second 


of ‘Babes in Arms’ (M-G). added /| vehicle, ‘Jamaica Inn,’ is current, 

Cincinnati, Nov. 7. | solid $9,200 to socko opener at $16,-|hypoed biz. The Irish girl made 

Main stem’s slowing down after | 299-, _ |two stage appearances, was inter- 
. | Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; | viewed and photogged, and then hur- 


a@ fortnight of brisk biz. Top pic| «+ os 1. te all OE age | 
pull this week is ‘Roaring Twenties’, | pee kt agg 8h oy Smith’ (Col) 
yet its only fair for the Palace. Big | way 7 ae - pF, 
: a a : . + tags ) ‘ st g 
alia tame a cae oe cae | Town-leading $17,000 in sight. Last 
*Blondie Brings Up Baby’ and ‘Fly- | week, Bookies Wept’ (RKO), thanks 
Gane Deuces’ are tamies for Keith's | to Andrews Sisters and Woody Her- 
and in Taeie . ' | man orch, pleasing $13,900. 
Jat. | i % Tay 7 rver d . 5 
Holding over at the Capitol for its oll argc) a te 
third downtown week, ‘Mr. Smith’ | a¢yy so pape craggy A $9,000. 
continues strong. Combo Shubert is Sees Ss Seren, 


ried to other dates. 

Liberty has heavy newspaper cam- 
paign for ‘Mr. Smith,’ with Mike 
Newman, Columbia exploitation ace, 
here for bally. Palomar returned to 
solo film plus vaude with ‘Roaring 
Twenties’ and is drawing big biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

(850; 27-42)—‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) 


tracting some 


: ; Last week findup ¢ ( ays y A 
nis so-so returns with ‘Two ‘Disputed Wten ip: a! = Beret Pr and ‘Under-Pup’ (U). Moveover 
. ; Ae. L asodt ) Le My - ; 
right Boys’ and stage show topped pleasing $12,600. arts CONNEC LOF | from Paramount indicates good 
by Constance Bennett. ame’ ¢ Mechanic) $2,700. Last week, ‘Hollywood Cav- 


(1,581; 


15-2 35- ba 1-4 ’ (20 ‘ . ’ 
- aicade (2 ry i ampli 
'58)—"Drume Mohawk’ ileade th) and ‘Death Champion 


Estimates for This Week (20th). Util- | (Par), third week, fairish $1.800. 


Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42)—‘In- | izing small capacity of house to limit, ‘oli ; ‘vergre 
termezzo’ (UA). Off key at $8,500.| With strong $7,000 looked for. Last | (1900: -21-32)- “Feathers "aay aaa 
Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), fair | week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th), didn’t ac- ‘Quick Millions’ (20th ) (2d Bro 
$10,500. | complish much in spite of extra sup- Expect only $2 500. slow * nat oaak F 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—‘Mr. | port from local Hearst | News-Post, |«G7’ (M-G) and ‘Magnificent Fraud’ 


Smith’ (Col) (2d wk), Held over| With mild $3,300 in the till. 

for second week here after initial | Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 

seven-day showing at the Albee. Big | 55)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) (2d 

$6,000 after last week’s great $8,000.| Wk). Maintaining miid pace to 

Might stick third week. $6,000 after gratifying $11,800 for 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—/ first round, 


“Man Couldn’t Hang’ (Col) and ‘Wo- 
men Wind’ (WB). Good $2,300. Last B’klyn Perks With H 0) S° 
ee e b J 
‘Passage’- Tees,’ $16,500 


week, “Torpedoed’ (Ind) and ‘Crash- 
Through’ (Mono), $2,500, good. 
; Brooklyn, Nov. 7. 
Business is picking up in the down- 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
*Blondie Baby’ (Col). Slow $4,000. 

town sector, with Fabian Paramount, 
RKO Albee and Loew’s Metropolitan 


(Par) (2d run), good $3,600. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 27-42)—‘Jamaica Inn’ 
(Par) and ‘Bright Boys’ (U), with 
Maureen O’Hara personal at two 
shows. Looks like $7,500, big. Last 
week (2d), ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and 
‘Television Spy’ (Par), $5,800, good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col). Heavy press cam- 
paign bringing great $8,000. 
week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), got good 
$4.000 in second stint. 

Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(850; 27-42)—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) 
and March of Time. Moveover look- 
{ing for great $3,500. 








Last week, ‘What Life’ (Par), sorry 
$3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Fly- 
fing Deuces’ (RKO). Fair $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (3d! 








run), dandy $4,500 : : ° sj i 
, , . , all doing well. Paramount is draw-|'Women’ (M-G), fifth week, nice 
one FR a he wa on. ta. ing with ‘Disputed Passage’ ‘and ‘On enoush, $1,600. : 
oaring Twenties ‘ air $10,- | your Toes’ Albee with ‘Hollywood Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


000. Last week, ‘At Circus’ (M-G), Cavalcade’ and ‘Full Confession’ in | (2,600; 27-42)—‘At Circus’ (M-G) and 








poor $8,000. second st ‘ ‘ ;.|‘Lost Men’ (Par) (2d wk), Fai 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150; 40-60)—|! ee taee ene AGW s RECTOR | ee tee in of a wae 
‘Two Bright Boys’ (U) and Con-|'22, with ‘Women’ and ‘Challenge,’| 3.10 12, ox days. Last week, 
stance Bennett fronting vaude. N.s.h. hyping . Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 91.97. 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Bookies Wept’ Estimates for This Week 42)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
(RKO) and Martha Raye heading Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) —‘Holly-|vaude. Anticipate big $6.00. Last 


atage show, $17,000, big. wood Cavalcade’ (20th) and ‘Full ' week, ‘Tropic Fury’ (M-G) and ‘Call- 


; over. 


| another, 


To $7,500 in Seattle 


Last | 


Last week, | 


——$____—» 


H. 0.’s Top Frisco; Mr. Smith's 2 
Smash $16,000, Espionage’ Mild 116 


| 





San Francisco, Nov. 7. 


? 
Montreal Has H. 0. $s; |. The holdovers this week are do- 
; ing better business than several new 
‘Babes Good $8,000 shows on the main stem. ‘Mr. Smith 


Goes to Washington,’ in second week 
; at Orpheum, will be over the terrific 
Montreal, Nov. 7. | $15,500 take during its first stanza, 
Three out of five first-runs are Another whooper-upper is ‘Babes in 
h.o.’s currently, with biz good. ‘Babes | ATms,’ which is still going strong 

in Arms,’ at Capitol, will lead town, i_its third stint at the Warfield. 
at $8,000. ‘The Women,’ in third| Newcomers unable to buck the 
week, still making nice money. a, ie Bower Of 'Senith’ and 
seine oo abes’ include ‘20, en a Year,’ 
Estimates for This Week |at Fox, and ‘Espionage Agent,’ at 

, Palace (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— | Paramount, ; 
‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) (2d wk). Nice, ena — 

$6,500 in sight after very nice open- | Estimates for This Week 

ing week at $9,500. | Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘20,000 
Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— Men’ (20th) and ‘Main Street Law- 
Pacing for Yer (Rep). Don’t expect to garner 


‘Babes Arms’ (M-G). : 
good $8,000, Last week, ‘Name Only’| more than $14,000, which is ns.g. 
Last week, ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) 


(RKO), fair $5,000. 


~~ 


| 
| 
Loew's (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60)— | 2nd ‘No Place Go" (WB), wound up 
‘Women’ (M-G) (3d wk). Pointing with fairish $15,000. 
to very nice $6,000 after handsome| Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 35-55) 
$8,000 last week. | —Day Bookies Wept’ (RKO) and 
Princess (CT) (2.300: 25-34-50)— vaude. Doing much better than ex- 


‘Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Pack Troubles’ | pected, although $13,500 is far from 
(20th). Sighting good enough $4,500, | Mportant money. Last week, ‘Rio’ 
Last week, ‘Rio’ (U) and ‘Hero Day’ (U) and vaude, sad $10,000. 
(U), fair $4,000. Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100: 25-40-50)— | Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Five Little 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) (2d wk). Should | Peppers’ (Col) (2d wk). | Tariff. has 
run to $3,000 after good $4,000 last | been upped from 40 to 55c at night. 
week. Smart ballyhoo in connection with 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | the possibility of the picture being 
(600: 25-50)—‘Louise’ (9th wk). removed from the screen. Second 


a week's $16,000 is a scorcher, beating 

ot tae lent week good, after good opening week’s terrific $15,500. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- | Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
34)—-‘Le Heros de la Marne’ and ‘Le | 7. Espionage Agent’ (WB) and ‘Law 
Prince Bouboule’” Looks like aver- | Pampas’ (Par), Warm weather and 


35-55 )-— 


age $6,000. Last week, ‘Chateau des absence Me marquee names aren't 
ll ges  ogsae . fen i, |helping this pair any. Will have to 
Quatre, Obeses and ‘Raphael le | be content with mild $11,000. Last 


Tatoue,’ good $6,300. 





& weeisscce 


| week, ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and 
United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
the figures credited to pictures in 
nice returns and possibility for hold- 
Lincoln, Nov. 7 
Tower's vaudefilm policy is devel- 
weekend with the Nebraska football 


| ‘Escape’ (20th), same. 
55-75 )—-‘Intermezzo’ (UA) (2d wk). 
T:t rcnan — Iact ectonva 
| their first stanza at the Warfield. 
Newman is soloing ‘Roaring 
‘Roaring Twenties’ looks best, but 
oping a clique of regular patrons and 
team out of town (Missouri), pushed 


| St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
|—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and ‘No 
| Place Go’ (WB) (2d wk). Moveover 
ifrom Fox. Good $5,500 in sight. 
| Last week, ‘Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Fast 
FOR OK SAG | Furious’ (M-G) (2d wk), good $5,000, 
; i © | Will get n.g. $5,566 on ! 
| Last week, way off at $8.000. 
| Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-40)— 
| ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Television 
® e iSpy’ (Par) (3d wk). Third week's 
| take of $8.000 is better than some of 
Kansas City, Nov. 7. | Last week, $11,000, big. 
New films are in every spot and | ienceloeeanmeicaiae 
there’s a light lift in biz. ‘First ‘ 
Love’, in two spots, is ticking off Cagney -Lane, $3,400, 
= ’ . 
Best in Cold Lincoln 
Twenties’ against dualled ‘Dust Be 
My Destiny’, at Orpheum, and both 
ara sJing + stz rise a | 
er — star Priscilla most of the theatres are taking it 
as 5 slowly this week. Change in the 
weather, a colder wave setting in, 
biz is swayed little one way or plus the fact that it was the second 
except by an unusually big 
attraction. Weather has got around ales 
lto its normal seasonal chill, and | ™°st citizens closer to the fireside, 
, Golden Boy’ is disappointing, show- 
ing no signs of a sprint 
Estimates for This Week 


aiding biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- Colonial (NTI-Nable - Monroe) 
west) (820 and 1,200: 10-25-40) (750: 10-15)—‘Wall Street Cowboy’ 
‘First Love’ (U). Durbin tugging | (Rep) and ‘Almost Gentleman’ 
| good trade from high schoolers and! (RKO), split with ‘Girl Rio’ (Mono) 
eight days’ biz good at $8.500 in two and ‘Kongo’ (Col). Fairish $700. 
houses, Last week, ‘20,000 Men’; Last week, ‘Crashing Thru’ (Crit) 
(20th), lightweight $5,500. and ‘Convict’ (Rep), split with ‘Sky 
| Midland (Loew’s) (3,573: 10-25-40) | Patrol’ (Mono) and ‘Rookie Cop’ 
—‘At Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Bad Angel’ | (RKO), $800. fair. 
(M-G). Marx Bros. reason for satis- |, Liberty (NTI-Noble-Federer) (.- 
factory $9,000, though under t | 000; 10-25-30) — ‘Eternally Yours’ 


recent 
weeks. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
and ‘Grey Walls’ (Col), brought big 
$13,000. 
Newman 


(UA), after Varsity 
Last week, ‘Big 


‘Saint London’ 


Moved over 
week. Fair $1,400. 

House’ (Mono) and 
10- (RKO), so-so $1,300. 


(1,900: 
1,900: Lincoln 


(Paramount) 


25-40)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB). | - (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
|Cagney-Lane plugging for okay | 22-29)—‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO) and 
$7,000 and holds, Last week, ‘Dis- | 0" , Trial’ (WB), split with ‘20.000 
puted Passage’ (Par), got i same | men (20th) and ‘News Night’ (20th). 
figure. : : 7 Average, $2,000. Last week. ‘Black- 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 10-25-40) mail’ (M-G) and ‘Moto’ (20th), split 
—Dust Be My Destiny’ (FN) and|¥!th, ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) and 
‘Three Sons’ (RKO). Garfield-Lane | ,; Y. Sleeps’ (20th), 10-day run, $3,- 
pushed here, putting Lane girl on 200, slimmish. ss we 
two marquees at same time. Fair Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) — (1.236; 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Nurse Cavell’ 10-25-40 )- ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB). 
(RKO) and ‘Bookie Wept’ (RKO) Probably will do best, around $3,400, 
$8,500, medium. ~"’ |Okay. Last week, ‘At Circus’ (M-G), 
Tower (Joffee) (2.050: 10-25)— | 8° $3,200, all right. 


Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1.900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Disputed Passave’ (Par). Sur- 
prisingly good at $3,900. Last week, 
‘Cavell’ (RKO), weakie at $2,600. 


‘Rio’ (U) screen with ‘Parisian Gav- 
; 

eties’ stage show. Patronage more 

or less the same here, but lightened 











a bit thi: yeek, fai : as 

| week, atewaton Miskte’ 10} mn PP nao (NTI-Nobel-Federer) (1,- 

'with ‘Bl 4 9 :. ; 10-25-35)—‘Golden Boy’ (Col). 

stage, average $4 ognite’ Fevue on| Fair $2400. Last week, ‘Eternally 

= | Yours’ (UA). Went to $2,900, oke, 

| ___| and moved to Liberty. 

we eee (Rep), plus Jimmie 

| Grier’s orch, only fair $5,100. ; ‘ , 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) Wyler Pilots Town 





(3,039; 27-42) — ‘Disputed Passage’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
| (Par) and ‘Touchdown’ (Par). Looks 


ig irector- 
like possible $5,700, good. Last week, da anther Me ee 
Pus’ (WU) ieee yg and “Under- Production for United Artists release. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 91-32) | Film is Wyler’s outside job per- 
‘Full Confession’ (RKO) and ‘Kid | Mitted by his contract with Samuel 





| Nightingale’ (WB). Indicate only | GOldwyn. 
| $2,500, fair. Last week, ‘On Toes’ 
(WB) three days 0.2 second week, 


slow $800. SLOT MACHINE EXPOSE 


| . . 

| Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 16- : , 
,32)—‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Stole | Hollywood, Nov. 7. ; 
Million’ (U) (2d run). See only|. S/0t machine racket gets an airing 
$1,900, slow, Last week, ‘Old Maid’ | /2 the next ‘Crime Does Not Pw) 
(WB) and ‘Million “Dollar Legs’ picture at Metro. 


(Par), second run, $2,000, mild. Roy Rowland is directing. 
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TODAY 


Special M-G-M Flash! 


\\ | ra NEW YORK, N.Y.—The suspense is terrific! The eyes of the 

———_— nation are on New York! GARBO’S “NINOTCHKA” goes 
. into the Music Hall tomorrow. Scarcely a man, woman 
I or child in all America who hasn’t read in newspapers or 
magazines or heard over the air about M-G-M’s delicious 
comedy. Keep building up the enthusiasm for your play-date. 
Tell them that “NINOTCHKA” has now been selected by the 
world’s largest theatre for the World Premiere. It’s smart to 
‘ rh ries whet their appetite when you have such an eagerly-awaited 
Radio City Music Hall gets the entertainment! Never has there been such a build-up for any 
editeads toute Cemmmmais picture! Keep Them Hotchka for “Ninotchka”! 








f ) POMONA, CAL.—The greatest musical that M-G-M or any 
. ee 8% | company ever made was sneak-previewed here this week. The 
: sme picture is “BALALAIKA.” It is Nelson Eddy’s best role since 
“Naughty Marietta” and it launches a glamorous personality 
n Ilona Massey. Audience reaction tremendous! 


CULVER CITY, CAL.—A second Preview group has returned 


to the M-G-M Studios confirming the exciting reaction to last 
week’s sneak showing of William Powell and Myrna Loy in 
“ANOTHER THIN MAN.” The opening flash on the screen 
of these two popular stars literally brought down the house. 
The applause was deafening. And now the Preview Post- 
Cards are pouring in. Seldom have so many been received by 
the Studio. The overwhelming opinion of the fans is that 
“ANOTHER THIN MAN” is the best of the entire series. 
Following immediately after the sensational Preview of 
“BALALAIKA” at Pomona and in view of M-G-M’s succes- 
sion of hits, this new triumph has set the Film Colony buzz- 
ing with talk. Out here the tip-off is “Watch Leo—M-G-M 


is on the march!” 


“Balalaika’ means Wine, 
Women and Song! 








The eneluane was 
deafening! 





























—— 


*VARIETY’S’ LONDON 


12 


® &t. Martin’s Place, Trafaigar Square 


OFFICE 


INTERNATIONAL 


Gable Address: 








VARIETY, LONDON 














ec. -—_— =| 


BRITISH FILM INDUSTRY TENDS TO BE 
MONOPOLISTIC, SAY THE LABORITES 


Not Only Do GB, Assoc. British, Odeon Control Key 
1st Runs, But Another Group Heads 2 Largest 
Studios—Banking Interests Involved 


London, Oct. 22. 
According to laborite claims, tend- 
ency in the British picture industry 


is toward merging vf important | 
groupings to bring them under a 


single control. 


Not only do the three large cir- 
Associated 


cuits, Gaumont-British, 
British (Maxwell) and Odeon, con- 
trol the majority of ke) first-run 


theatres throughout the country, 
with a G.B.-Odeon link a never-ab- 
sent probability, but on the produc- 
tion side a group of interests controls 
the two largest studios and has en- 
sured that a third will not be used 
in competition against them. Last 
reference is the merger of Denham 
and Pinewood, plus the independent 
action of J. Arthur Rank in buying 
into the Amalgamated outfit to pre- | 
vent it from going into John Max- | 
well’s hands. 
According to an analysis issued by | 
the Association of Cine-Technicians, 
from which above ‘acts are quoted, | 
the studio merger alone represents 
a vast pooling of financial resources. 
One direct result is that for months | 
not a single production took the floor | 
at Pinewood, and hundreds of per- | 
| 

| 


sons, previously more or less per- 
manently employed, got the gate. As | 
regards Amalgamated, press state- 
ments attribute to Rank a policy of 
not employing its stages so long as 
there no pressure on space at 
Denham or Pinewood. That E. H. 
Lever, a member of the board of D. 
& P. Studios, is joint secretary of 
the Prudential Assurance Co., is 
seen by the association as a striking 
demonstration of the close bond be- 
tween the ‘City’ (London’s Wall 
street) and the industry. 


U. S. Distribs Are Factors 


Dependence of British producers 
on American distributors is held a 
further factor in turning the business 
into a huge trust. All major produc- 
tion here, says labor, is backed by 
contracts with Americans, <nd inde- 
pendence of British production is 
largely illusory—‘in point of fact, it 
is simply a branch of Hollywood.’ 
As evidence, it is shown how, of 162 
British features registered in 1938, 
118 were distributed by the nine ma- 
jors, of which seven are Americans. 
U. S. release through one of these 
distribs is essential if production 
costs are to be fully amortized on 
big-scale pictures. 


1s 


Proof of tendency of big business 
to sew up the entire industry is sur- 
veyed thus: 

Pinewood, Denham and Amalga- 
mated are under a single control; 
closely linked with them is British & 
Dominions, which owns shares in 
Pinewood and nominates six mem- 
bers of the board. 

Rank, director of D. & P. (which 
governs Denham and Pinewood) and 
boss of Amalgamated, is on the board 


of General Cinema Finance Corp., 
which controls General Films, | 
Charles M. Woolf’s distrib outfit. 
Rank is also chairman of Legeran 
Films, which will produce for Gen- 
er:l| Films release, and also on the 
board of which are Woolf, Zoltan 


Korda (brother of Alex), Barrington 
Gain and Harold Boxall. 

Further, General Films is closely 
linked with GB, which, in turn, ha 
been concerned in negbdtiations for a 
merger with Odeon Tl.eatres. Rank 
and L. W. Farrow, directors of Gen- 
eral Cinema, have both joined the 
Odeon board. Ramiucations of Gen- 
eral Cinema in the ‘City’ are sug- 


gested by disclosures that five mem- | 


bers of the board hold 75 director- 
ships in big-scale financial and in- 
dustrial undertakings. 


GB Interests 


GB interests include studios at 
Shepherds Bush and Gainsborough 
(concerned in production deals for 
General Films release), plus GB 
News, Baird Television, GB Instruc- 
tional, GB Equipments, Bush Radio 
and British Acoustics. Through this 


link U.S. affiliation is secured 
through 20th-Fox interest in GB, 
which, it is emphasized, supplies 


quota product for 20th, or, at least, 
did so until outbreak of the war. 


Second main group concerned is 


Maxwell’s Associated British and its | 


CT ee Aa AM MS tt 8 oa 


many ramifications, which also can- 
not be regarded as separate from the 


' other main web since Maxwell's bid 


to grasp control of GB. 
‘Film business being big business 


means we can expect still more 
mergers,’ the association warns the 


workers, ‘and it is by no means un- 
likely the companies involved in the 
two main categories listed above will 
be brought still closer together with 
a view to establishing one single, 
unified control of the whole indus- 
try. 
nently satisfactory to the stockhold- 
ers, but will hardly inspire any great 
enthusiasm among the employees,’ 


WAR LAGS, COL 
RESUMES BRIT. 
PRODUCTION 


oo 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Columbia is planning a resumption 





‘ 





lof film production in England within 


three weeks, with the departure of 


Irving Asher for New York on 
Thursday (9)* to consult with Jack 
Cohn. 


Idea is to revise Asher’s six-pic- 
ture contract to coincide with the 
changed British production situation. 
To date Asher has completed three of 
the six pictures required by the con- 
tract. They are ‘Clouds Over Eu- 
rope,’ ‘U-Boat 39’ and ‘10 Days in 


Paris.’ 


—_—_—-——_ 


Joseph Friedman, Columbia Pic- 
tures managing director in Great 
Britain, arrived in New York last 
week for confabs with Joseph Mc- 
Conville, foreign chief, and home of- 
fice executives. He was accompanied 
by Mrs. Friedman, and they have 
gone to the Coast to visit their fami- 
ly prior to starting back for London 


around Nov. I5. 

Possibilities of resuming produc- 
tion in Great Britain and under what 
circumstances were discussed as | 
Friedman gave first-hand knowledge 
of present conditions there. It is 
possible that Friedman will return on 
the same boat with Irving Asher if 


plans to start up preduction again 
carry through. 


-_ 


Such a policy may appear emi- | 





War-Time London 


London, Oct. 22. 
Clemence Dane, whose recent book, 
‘The Arrogant History of White Ben,’ 
is becoming a bestseller, offered her 
services to the Ministry of Informa- 
tion, and was given job as telephon- 
ist. 








‘Under Your Hat,’ the Lee Eph- 


raim-Jack Hulbert-Cicely Court- 
neidge musical, in at the Opera 
House, Blackpool, for two weeks 





with option of another two, grossed 

| $6,500 in first week. 

| ee 
Rigoletto Bros., unable to get out 

of Sweden, have rented a house 

there. Eddy Gordon is also stuck 

there. 


‘The Lion Has Wings,’ the Alexan- 


der Korda propaganda picture, to 
which the government subscribed 


| $50,000, cost $150,000. Has footage 
of 7,000 feet and three directors, 
Michael Powell, Brian Desmond 
Hurst and Ian Dalrymple, besides 
Korda, who lent a hand occasionally. 
Picture will be rushed by plane to 
New York. 

With the Old Masters tucked 
away in vaults, The National Gal- 
lery gives lunch-hour and afternoon 
concerts daily. 


2 NEW LONDON 








London, Nov. 7. 

‘French for Love,’ a nebulous com- 
edy that was well played, was one 
of two new shows to come into the 
West End during the past week. 
The other was ‘Runaway Love,’ a 
musical. 

‘French’ showed possibilities as 
wartime entertainment in its pre- 
miere last Tuesday night (31) at 
the Criterion, while ‘Runaway’ 
showed itself to be unoriginal and 
| consequently only a short stayer at 
| the Saville, where it opened Friday 
night (3). 

UA Distrib’s Mexer 
United Artists has acquired rights 
distribute the Spanish-language 
‘La Justicia de Pancho Villa,’ 
in all Latin-American countries, in- 
cluding Mexico. 

Film was made by the Guz Aguila 
Films in Mexico, 





to 
feature, 


Qver-Emphasis on S.A. Market By U.S. 
~ Can Only Redound Against H'wood 





| 
Any hope by American producers 


of compensating for their European 
war losses by increasing their mar- 
ket in S Amer 


on misinformation, 


uth ica is based en- 
Walter 


Gould, Latin-American salesmanager 


tirely 


for United Artists, declared Mon- 
day (6). 

Having been raised in South 
America and having just recently 


returned from a Jengthy tour of the 
continent, he decried American 
execs who ‘go down there for three 
days, see the entire market from a 
hotel room and come back with 
hopeful speeches which they blow off 
for whoever will listen.’ 

| Gould declared the market south 
|of the equator is just as adequately 


and the chances of increasing sales 
there- are exacily the same as those 
here. Only tilt that can be expected 
is a natura] gradual one as popula- 
tion grows and wealth increases. 
That the war may up the national 
income of some South American 
countries was admitted by Gould, but 
it has had no effect as yet and can’t 
| be expected te for some time. This 
|continent will be more favorably 
affected in shorter time than S. A., 
he maintained. 
| There is also little reason for op- 
|timism as far as hope of taking 
markets left dry by stoppage of 


;. a . 
|covered as that in North America, | 


said. 
the 
at 


{European production, Gould 

He declared French films were 
only. ones that meant anything 
all and their market large. 
Spanish pix used to well, but 
they have been cut off since the 
of the civil war in that country; 
German films have had no important 
income for six to eight years; Eng- 
lish pix for nothing and 
Italian output has only a small fol- 


lowing. 


wasnt 


+ 


t- 
Start 


account 


As on this continent, Gould said. 
what counts is the film itself. <A 
picture like ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington,’ no matter how well 
received here, is meaningless down 
there. Similarly sophisticated com- 


edy are not worth their salt. Ac- 
tion is what is liked, big grossers 
being ‘Prisoner of Zenda,’ ‘Iron 


Mask,’ ‘Gunga Din’ and ‘Four Feath- 
ers.’ 
| To expect that the South American 
market can be better sold (‘exploited’ 
is a horrid word in S. A., according 
to Gould) is tantamount to accus- 
ing companies presently of not do- 
ing a good job there, which is en- 
tirely false, he said. 

He also warned that the more hul- 
labaloo the American companies 
| make about the importance to them 
of the Latin-American market, the 
|more taxes they can expect to pay, 

such things are watched closely 
-by these comparatively poor nations. 


| 


| 


as 
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Must Readjust British Film 7% 





One of the several headaches handed foreign departments by the 
European war is the complex dislocation of the picture theatre draw- 
ing population in England. Rush of residents away from London to 
nearby country spots where they would be less likely to be hit by 


bombers has so badly cluttered up 


potential patronage that new per- 


centage deals will have to be set up as soon as they can be worked 


out satisfactorily with exhibitors in 
Typical example of this situation 


Great Britain. 
is the small city of Brighton, sea- 


side resort community of London. Business has been unusually strong 
at cinemas in this city, but distributors have suffered because per- 


centage deals were set according to anticipated normal populace. 


With 


so many people moving en masse from London to Brighton, this has 


hurt both in London and also at the seaside community. 


It has meant 


that the terrific business enjoyed has been on small percentage deals 
while the better deals in London have suffered comparably because 


attendance has been off. 


This also has happened in other localities. 


What will happen, in the 


opinion of trade observers, is a complete realignment of percentage 
deals to exhibitors if the war continues and there is no further shifting 


in population. 








US. Willing to Continue Quota Prod. 
In England But Quality Clause Must 
Be Eliminated for Duration of War 











BOOM SURPRISES BIZ 
| 


Coincident with reports that the! 
stoppage of film production in Ger- 
many, France and Iialy promises to 
open up a lot of playing time to 
American pictures were cabled ad- 
vices received in New York that! 
business was booming in Germany’s 
picture theatres. Film officials were 
unable to account for the upswing 
at the boxoffice in Berlin, Munich, | 
Vienna and other Nazi cities, all the 
more amazing in face of dropping 
biz in Great Britain and France. 

Few picture executives look for 
any upswing in South Africa and 
other countries not directly involved 





|in Europe’s war for several months, 


| 
| 





| . . . . 

| American distribs in prospect of lat- 
| terereturning to Italian distribution. 
| The Yank majors quit Italy on Jan. 1 


| production 


or until an actual shortage of Nazi, 
French, British and Italian pictures 
develops, 


Italy in New Step 
To Resume Yank | 
Picture Relations 





Further inkling of a more favor- 
able attitude towards the American 
film industry by the Italian govern- 
ment was revealed last week in a 
direct Italian inquiry regarding U. S. 
film stock. The Italian government | 
cabled the Hays office inquiring as 
to how much film Eastman Kodak 
could supply Italian producers in the 
next two years. 

The U. S. film industry is inclined 
to view this as another step to- 
wards re-establishing relationships 
with it in Italy. In New York home- 
offices and with Haysians this new- 
est development is attributed to no-| 
ticeable cooling of relationship be- 
tween Italy and Germany, brought 
to light in the recent Mussolini cabi- | 
net shakeup whicl pro-Nazi 


1 Saw 


officials transferred to lesser posi- 
tions, 

Heretofore, Italian producers ob- 
tained part of their picture stock 
from German film manufacturers. | 
Fact that Italy made inquiry as to 
supply of stock is taken to mean in 
picture circles that the Nazi source 
is to be disregarded in the future. | 
The trade believes this and other 


gestures indicated the Italian govern- 
ment will ease restrictions against 


when a government monopoly went 
into effect there. Back of the cam- 
paign to get American pictures to 
return to Italy is a critical product 
situation. Even with upped produc- | 
tion in Italy, only 30 more features 
than usual can be produced this sea- 
son, or 100 in all. Italian theatres 
are described as needing at least 250. 
features per year, which means that 
150 have to be imported. Wit 
British, French, German and Polish 
hampered, the only 
strong screen fare remaining, aside 
from native features, would have to 
come from the U. S. 
Reported yesterday 
that several major 


(Tuesday ) 
companies this 


+ 


REPORTED NAZI BO. 


| be 


| trade, 


| were raised from 15% 


While British producers in Lon- 
don are exerting every means to 
have the quota law retained in Great 
Britain, U. S. distributors and rep- 
resentatives are bitterly opposed to 
such production under existing con- 


ditions and the way the law now 
reads. Present drive of American 
companies is to have the quality 


clause in the Quota Act repealed so 
that less expensive films can be 
made, and to get a reduction in per- 
centage requirements. Presently it 


is 20% and they think it should be 

halved or reduced at least 30%. 
Although British producers claim 

that studio facilities are available 


and should be used, they have dis- 
played little desire to coin in 
financing production. This would 
be left to American companies, 
which have footed most of the pro- 
duction bill during the last nine 
months or longer. 

As quota law regulations now 
stand, there would be no assurance 
that a feature, once started, would 
be completed with the same person- 
nel. Attitude of American 
panies also is that if they go in for 
quality production, they want the 
best scripters, directors and several 
name stars who mean something at 
the world boxoffice. This means 
American talent. 

All aver that they would be un- 
able to get such U. S. technicians, 
scripters or stars to work under war 
conditions for any length of time,’ 
particularly, if subject to air Is 
Furthermore, American 
would not want to risk endansg 
their properties personnel. There 
also is the question of whether suffi- 
cient number of capable British 
players and studio employees could 
excused from war duty to turn 
out a steady stream of product. 
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Only Logical Solution 

The only logical solution, accord- 
ing to best opinion in the American 
is to eliminate the quality 
clause of the Quota Act. This would 
appease labor interests, keep produc- 
tion running along but, at the same 
time, would not mean such a heavy 
outlay for production costs. 


Virtually all name producers and 


much screen talent recently active 
in England now is in Hollywood 
Same is true of the production rep- 
resentatives for American companies 
in Great Britain, only Bob Kane 

7 


(Z0th-Fox) remaining. He is reported 


still trying to find a solution of the 
knotty quota problem as are other 
U. S. companies. 

The last picture turned out for 
quota law credits was ‘The Thief 
of Bagdad,’ and United Artists 
(Korda) had some difficulty getting 
that finished because of loss of per- 
sonnel. 

The second year of the British 
Quota Law became effective April 1 


requirements 
to 20°. 


when the percentage 





week were bringing pressure both 
through industry channels and via 
Washington, looking toward an ami- 
cable resumption of relations in 
Italy. Picture companies want to 


dislodge their rental coin, collected 
in months just prior to leaving Italy, 


which has been frozen in that coun- 
try ever since. Understood that the 
aid of the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce has been enlisted in this ef- 
fort to outline the film industry's 
attitude toward Italy. 
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; radio stars ... with the choicest 
bunch of big picture names you ever 
| spilled over a marquee ... in a laugh- 
swing-story sensation that'll pack ’em 
| into your theatre until the fire de- 
\\ partment yells “Stop!” 


KAY KYSER 


THE OLD PROFESSOR HIMSELF 


AND 


ADOLPHE 


MENJOU 





with all these popular screen favorites: 


MAY ROBSON LUCILLE BALL 8 «© | 
DENNIS O’KEEFE = EDWARD 2% ‘0 fr noes oy 

r,t EVERETT HORTON «ROSCOE vv snnd'aiemy sgpmrt 
> KARNS + MORONI OLSEN  suity Mason ISH KABIBBLE 


and 


PRODUCED ond DIRECTED by DAVID BUTLER | “THE COLLEGE OF MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE” 


Screen Play by William Conselman and James ¥.. Kern 
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Drums Along the Mohawk 
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A best-seller of a few years 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk 
been brought to the screen in a 
faithful and expansive transcription 
with the names of Claudette Colbert 
and Henry Fonda as contributing 
boxoffice draught. The Walter D. 
Edmonds’ novel reached a iarge au- 
dience, as the picture should Be- 
cause of its background, the book’s 


popularity, the Colbert-Fonda names, 


and the elaborate production pro- 
vided by Raymond Griffith, with 
John Ford directing, ‘Drums’ merits 
top-bracket allocation, though it is 


not in the smash division. 


Having great sweep and colorful 
backgrounding, with the photog- 


raphy unusually good, the picture is 
an outdoor spectacle which highly 
pleases the eye even if the story, on 
occasion, gets a bit slow and some 
incidents fail to excite. On the other 
hand, there are some highlights such 


as Arthur Shields’ pulpit scene, a 
gem of a few minutes. Fonda, on 


the run. with redskins in pursuit, is 
a sequence toward the end that pro- 
vides one of the big thrills, whereas 
some of the battle scenes lack com- | 
plete conviction and Fonda’s recital 
of a fight he survived grows tire- 
some. as done. He tells the story 
almost without emotion as Miss Col- 
bert dresses his wounds, 

Uninvited giggles are drawn in 
spots, such as when an_ Indian 
stalks into a cabin, looking around 
for something, and when Miss Col- 
bert suddenly says, ‘I’m going home.’ 
At another point a baby is heard to 
cry. While the action suggests it was 


a calf. At the close, when Indians 
are storming the gates of a fort, a 
gun is set up at close range and is 


discharged just as the door is thrown 
open, knocking off a flock of Cen- 
tral] Casting members. That draws 
a chuckle, also. 

While the backgrounding is beau- 
tiful. as photoged by Bert Glennon, 
it doesn’t always look like the Mo- 
hawk Valley (upstate New York) 
region with wheat fields, evergreens, 





big birches, etc., as atmosphere. 
The Edmonds’ story deals with 
farming pioneers of the Mohawk 
Valley sector at the time of the 
Revolutionary war, with Indian ter- 
ror and English intrigue, plus hard- 
ship. testing the stamina of the col- 
onists. It ends on hoisting of the 
first American flag. Romance of 
Fonda and Miss Colbert, who have 
married and are forging ahead to 
new frontiers, has pull. Although 
Fonda is sometimes lacking as ro- 
mantic male lead, he gives a good, 
stead\ ne rforn ance in the main 
Miss Colbert. looking beautiful in 
color. holds her audience firmly the 
whole distance For comedy relief 
there is Edna May Oliver, plus less- 
ers Supporting cast includes Eddie 
Collins. John Carradine (excellent 
as an Englishman inciting Indians 
to scalping), Dorris Bowdon. Jessie 
Ralph. Robert Lowery and Roger 
Imhof Char 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
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Under skillful guidance of Joseph 
Pasternak, Deanna Durbin success- 
fully hurdles the jump from adoles- 
cence to sub-deb age. ‘First Love’ is 
her sixth produstion since initial 
skyrocketing to boxoffice attention 
three years ago. and will maintain 
the profitable grosses of its pre- 
decessors most handily. It’s a top- 
bracket entry. 

Pasternak, who has handled the 
production reins on all of her pic- 
tures, again rates credit for piloting 


Miss Durbin into her later ‘teens, 
and providing a_ boxoffice clicko 
with every start. In this instance, 


the Durbin-Pasternak duo is again 
joined by director Henry Koster, 
vho directed three of her five pre- 
ious pictures. Combo demonstrates 
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strength along entertainment lines in | 
highlighting numerous bits of busi- | 
ness to make them prominently 
human episodes, 

In providing Miss Durbin 
her first romance and_ kiss 
makes no pretentions to provide any- 
thing more than a modernized ver- 
sion of the Cinderella tale. The side- 
tracked poor relation, meeting 


with 
story 


Prince Charming at a gala ball, the 
lost slipper, and edict to be home by 
midnight, are all present. It’s easily 
recognizable, but refreshing In mod- 
ernized dre: and wholesomely 
charming with Miss Durbin de- 
picting sentimental first love on the 
screen, 

Opening with Miss Durbin gradu- 
at from elite school in New 
York, the pe and orphaned niece 
of a tveoon (¢Pallette), she arrives 
home to be snubbed by socialite aunt 
{ 


Leatrice Joy) and publicity-hunting | 
glamor girl to the night clubs, 
cousin Helen Parrish. When flagged 
from going to the ball, the servants 
gang up on Miss Durbin’s side, pro- 
viding her with necessary gown and} 


wrap for the event. She meets 
Prince Charming ‘(Robert Stack), 
loses her slipper at midnight, and | 


eventually wins the rich boy friend | 
when he follows her back to school} 
with the slipper as his key. ! 

In swinging into the sub-deb pe- 
1, Miss Durbin has lost none of 
her youthful freshness and charm. 
Four songs—all well known—are 
spotted to drop in proper slots with- | 
out difficulty or slowing down the} 
pace. Numbers include ‘Home}| 
Sweet Home, ‘Amapola,’ ‘Spring in} 
My Heart’ and ‘One Fine Day.’ First | 


1O¢ 


two are rather brief in footage, lat- | 
ter pair given lengthy recitals in ex- | 
cellent production settings. ‘Spring | 


in My Heart,’ from Johann Strauss 
waltzes, adaptation by H. J. Salter | 
and lyrics by Ralph Freed, is splen- | 
didly rendered by Miss Durbin. ‘One 
Fine Day,’ from Puccini’s ‘Madame | 
Butterfiy’ is sung in English for the 
finale. 

Newcomer Robert Stack is the de- 
liverer of Miss Durbin’s first screen 
kiss. He handles the role of the | 
rich boy in acceptable fashion. Helen | 
Parrish’s delineation of the glamour | 
girl is a close sketch of the annual 
candidate for the top position in the 
New York cafe society polls and| 
magazine pages. Lewis Howard has 
the role of an indolent and lazy son 
of wealth, and is given little more to 
do than loll and sprawl. 

Two former stars of silent pictures 
are prominent in support. Leatrice 
Joy returns after long absence as! 
the socialite aunt, is more concerned 
with astrology than in running her 
home. Jack Mulhall does capably as 
the family chauffeur. Pallette is the 
gruff uncle who softens under the 
Durbin personality to finally tell off 
his family effectively. Frank Jenks 
is seen briefly as a tough cop. 

In unfolding a familiar story, Kos- 


| 


ter keeps direction moving deftly to 
the ultimate conclusion, catching 
many humanly interesting episodes 
for inclusion along the way. Picture 


has been” given top 
mounting throughout. 


production 
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‘Remembe! is Greer Garson’s 
initial American production. Also 
the first for the producer-director 
combo of Milton Bren and Norman 
Z. McLoed at Metro after teaming 
on the Topper features for Hal 
Roach Picture has many bright 
e} des, contrasted vith some 
bumpy and over-dialoged stretches 
that prevent it from providing free- 
flowing motivation. With Robert 
rayvlor, Miss Garson and Lew Ayres 
top potted, the marquee selling 
power will attract profitable patron- 
age on that basis, but story content 
and picture itself will not generate 
too great an audience interest gen- 
erally. 


 wcript is bumpy and uncertain in 
geiting under way, swings into a 
licht romance with verve and au- 
dience interest, then delves into a 
drug potion interlude that has its 
bright moments, but still lacking in 


clearcut definition to general audi- 
ences, 
Miss Garson handles her comed- 


ienne role in capable fashion, even 
to slapstick episode where she is 
cunked in a mudhole with Taylor. 
Despite the handicap of script and 
dialog, carries through favor- 
ably to point up a personable charm 
and attractiveness before the camera. 
Taylor has a better role than re- 
cent assignments. and is adequate as 
the lead opposite Miss Garson. | 
Ayres, third member of the roman- 
tic threesome sticks around despite | 
the loss of his girl to his pal. 

When Avres loses his gir] friend to 
Taylor after a luncheon introduction 


she 
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‘Drums 
(20th) 
Starring 
dette Colbert. 

‘First Love’ 
ete! for 
and 


Along Mohawk’ 
Outdoor in color, 
Henry Fonda and Clau- 

A top-bracketer. 
(U). A tep-brack- 

eeneral audiences in 

ubsequents, and will 
strong Durbin b.o. pace. 

‘Remember?’ (M-G). Robert 
Taylor, Greer Garson and Lew 
Avres provide b.o. power for ro- 
farcical sidelis 

‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO). 
Early American historical meller 


key s 


maintal! 


or 


mance with hts 


okay for voungsters, but defi- 
cient as Important first run. 
‘Blondie Brings Up _ Baby’ 
(Col). Further amusing adven- 
ures of Blondie and Dagwood, 
suitable for dual support and 
family trade. 

‘Main Street Lawyer’ (Rep). 
Good cast and direction, but 


story relegates it to the duals. 

‘Nancy Drew and the Hidden 
Staircase’ (WB). Bonita Gran- 
ville in another of the pop series. 
Okay for juve and matinee 
trade. 

‘The Escape’ (20th). Poor story 
and nameless cast make it suit- 
able only as a supporter. 

‘One Hour to Live’ (U). Poor 
gangster meller featuring Charles 


Bickford and Doris Nolan. 
‘Our Neighbors—the Carters’ 


(Par). Wholesome tale of small 
town family neatly set up as pro- 
gramer for the family trade. 

‘Over the Moon’ (UA). Alex- 
ander Korda production, starring 
Merle Oberon, that should get 
by on its names. 

‘Gone to the Dogs’ (Cine). 
Australian-made comedy, 
ring Geo. Wallace, limited to na- 
tives. 


star- 








romance whips up to point where 
Miss Garson and Taylor decide to 
marry. Taylor’s business affairs con- 
tinually postpone the event, until a 
speed cop escorts them to a justice 
of the peace. Business overshadows 
romance and a honeymoon, until in- 
terlocutory decree granted the 
wife. Faithful standby, Ayres mixes 


iS 


a newly-concocted memory - loss 
drug in couple’s drinks. Pair meet 
the second time—fall in love—-and 
| are remarried before the drug wears 
off. 

Climax comes suddenly, with an 
abruptness and _ intended dialog 
laugh that is confusing. After the 
second marriage, with the trio cele- 
brating with cocktails, Miss Garson 


turns to Taylor and Says, ‘I'm going 


to have a baby.’ Then the fadeout. 
t’s too fast for general audiences, 
who walk out wondering whether 


she’s still suffering from loss of mem- 
ory, or pulling a casual! wisecrack. 

Use of the lost-memory drug situa- 
tion for dramatic motivation is ques- 
ticnable; and such mechanics in pic- 
tures always steer through danger- 
ous territory. As explained, the po- 
tion is not medically approved, nor 


has it been extensively researched 
Billie Burke provides a standard 
characterization as the flutery 


mother of Miss Garson, with Regin- 
ald Owen a stern father. Halliwell 
Hobbes as a butler, and Paul Hurst. 


as a speed cop, are most prominent 


in support. 
All isi 
llegheny Uprising 
RKO release of P. I. Wolfson production, 
Stars Claire Trevor and John Wayne; fea- 
tures Cieorge Sanders, Brian Donlevy, Wil- 
frid Lawson Directed by William \ 
Seiter Screenpliy by P. J. Wolfson from 
novel by Neil H Swanson musical di 
rector Anthony Collins: camera Nicholas 
Masur editor (leorge rorre Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room (N Zz.) Nov, © 
3 | Running time: 98 MINS, 
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Trials and tribulations of early 


American settlers in verdant Penn- 


sylvania valleys and the battles be- 
tween homeguards 


and marauding 


Indians, supplied with firearms and | 


fire-water by the ancestc s of pres- 
ent-day war racketeers, form the 
background of a shoot-’em-up melo- 
drama called ‘Allegheny Uprising,’ 
directed by William A. Seiter for 
RKO. Dealing with contraband and 
illicit commerce, there may be some 


timeliness in the theme, but any 
substantial cash-and-carry at box- 
offices is extremely remote. Except 


in the Philadelphia and 
territories it does not 
than average allocation. 

In its favor is the novelty of a 
brief stretch of early Colonial hap- 
penings which artedate the Revolu- 
uionary War. There evidence of 
careful research in the settings and 
costumes, and the film fit groove, 


pal a 


Pittsburgh 
rate better 


iS 


| heretofore neglected, in the screen 
| compilation of historical fiction. 

From what was apparently a mass 
lof story material in Neil H. Swan- 


'son’s novel, ‘The First Rebel,’ P. 

| Wolfson in the joint capacity of 
|scenarist and producer has turned 
lout a routine screenplay, long on 


|} horsemanship and action, and short 
}on romance and suspense 

In the starring spots are Claire 
Trevor and John Wayne, who were 
teamed recently in John Ford's pro- 
}duction, ‘Stayecoach.’ Miss Trevor 
iis a hoydenish tavern maid. Wayne 
is the fighting leader of native vigi- 


| . 

| lantes, who spring from behind the 
jlandscape at frequen‘ intervals, 
|sometimes in Indian warpaint, de- 


pending upon whether their antago- 
nists are redskins or a detachment of 
| British territorials. Under the blind 
command of the !atter the wicked 
profiteers carry on their trade with 
the Indians. 

Audience interest lies chiefly in 
some amusing, if overdrawn, comedy 
characterizations. Wilfrid Lawson 
gets some fun from his part as a 
tipsy scout, who sobers up only when 
there is the smell of gunpowder in 





the air. John F. Hamilton con- 
tributes a bit of merriment with his 
homely philosophy. The rest of | 
them play it pretty heavy —George 
;Sanders as a stilted British com- 
mander; Brian Donlevy as the vil- 
lainous contrabander, and _ Robert 


| Barrat as a frontier magistrate. 

| Best of the exterior scenes is an 
early morning attack on a stockade 
| es, dimmed by fog. 


Film will have some appeal for 
‘the grammar school trade. In that 
| direction exhibitors will do well to 
Flin. 


point their advertising. 


Blondie Brings Up Baby 


Hollywood, Nov. 3. 


Columbia release Robert 


of Sparks pro- 
duction, Features Penny Singleton, Arthur 
Lake, Larry Simms, daisy (dog) Directed 
by Frank KR Stravei Screenphay by 
Gladys Lehman and Richard Flournoy; 
story, Robert Chapin, Karen De Wolf and 
Richard Flournoy; based on comic” strip 
created by (tic Young; camera, Henry 
Freulich; editor, Otto Meyer; asst. director, 
Abby Berlin. Previewed at Pantages Nov. 
3. 39. Running time: 67 MINS, 
Se eer ee eer Penny Singleton 
| Dagwood ‘a's Arthur Lake 
Baby Dumpling.......... Larry Simms 
Daisy ‘ oe éueebeaeses - . Himself 
Alvin Fuddle cosseoess- Danny Mummert 
as BPO: no we causes Jonathan Hale 
Abner Cartwright «+-+- Robert Middlemass 
ee eee Olin Howland 
arm, Peete. ...scnccees Fay Helm 
Melinda Mason......... Pegey Ann Garnet 
Mason.. Sh teeteeeens Rov Gordon 
Miss White eae Grace Stafford 
School Principal....... Helen Jerome WhMddy 
Mailman Irving BKRacon 
The Bumpstead family continues 
its merry-mad screen adventures in 
the latest of the Blondie series. 
Blending elemental comedy with 
usual domestic drama, picture will 


provide strong support in the duals, 
and hit a good stride in the family 
houses. 


Story is close to pattern laid down 


‘for previous releases of the series, 
Dagwood runs into trouble at the 
| office, while Blondie has her hands 
(full with Baby Dumpling at home. 


| Youngster is enrolled in school: dog 
| Daisy is picked up by the dogcatch- 
ers; there’s a hectic search for the 
missing dog and later Baby Dump- 
ling; and final straightening out of 
everything for the family’s benefit. 
Picture is studded with humorous 
and down-to-earth gags by Miss 
Singleton, Arthur Lake, baby Larry 
Simms and Daisy. Solo shots of 
cute scenes of Larry Simms and 
Daisy are neatly intercut for laughs. 
Aimed for the family trade, picture 
—in both script and direction— 
points to that mark cessfully. 
Dialog contains some crisp lines by 


baby Simms that are typical of a 
four-year-old 

Picture has been adequately 
mounted for a programer of mod- 


erate proportions, with photography 
by Henry Freulich unusually good. 
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Republic release of Robert North produce 
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oe Oe ee cee Clem Bevar 
Donnelly tiwetae Henry Kolker 
Tom “a (ie Ceewa eae .-Robert Baldwin 
Flossie Beverly Roberts 
cnn SEE COT ee Willard Robertson 
Cnt onset REET TT COT Richard Lane 
Judge --..Ferris Taylor 
PEP NS bis Ss eurer a eee. .Wallis Clark 


Shades of Blackstone and his Main | 


street counterpart have been resur- 


{rected in a home-spun, irvincobbish | 


manner to emerge as 
Lawyer.’ Edward Ellis is the Re- 
public challenge to Paramount’s Bob 
‘Burns, and through no particular 


‘size the mediocrity of the story. 


J. | 


‘Main Street}: 


Ellis plays Link Boggs, Corinthia’s 
prosecutor, whose rustic mien, per- 
force, seems a bit too much so in the 
character’s writing. Link, for in- 
stance, finds it particularly distaste- 
ful to prosecute Marco, the noted 
gangster from the big town, in the 
midst of the pickerel season. 

Luke’s seemingly negligent han- 
dling of ihe case permits Marco to go 
free, resulting in Luke’s recall as 
prosecutor. Actually, he ‘throws’ the 
case because of knowledge that 
Marco possesses which would be 
deterimental to the happiness of Miss 
Louise, who plays his adopted daugh- 
ter. Ultimately, there’s a murder for 
which Miss Louise is accused, with 
Ellis as her defense attorney, leading 
up to a dramatic courtroom shooting 
scene and Miss Louise's’ absolution. 

Robert Baldwin plays a young at- 
torney in standard manner, being the 
heart interest with Miss’ Louise. 
Beverly Roberts has a bit part, as a 
gangster’s moll, for which she’s un- 
suited. 


the 


Nancy Drew and 
Hidden Staircase 








Warner i production and release 
Feature Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, 
John Litel. Wirected by William Clemens 
Original screenpbas by Kenneth  Giimet, 
based on Naney Drew tories bv Carolwn 
Keene; camera, | Wilhaim O'Connell; edi- 
tor, Louise blesse At Fox, Rrooklyn, 
week Nov. 1, ‘30. Running time, 7% MINS, 
fT ge re Bonita Granville 
Fed NicKerBOR. .ccccccesoe Frankie Thomas 
Cares TSW soc ccccesceses .. John Litel 
Cami BOGGS co 6éscscsecees Frank Orth 
Effie Schneider. ...cccccccecs Renie Rian 
Fioretta Turnbull... .cccevscecess Vera Lewis 
Rosemary Turnbull. ....ccese. Louise Carter 
Daniel Talbert...cccccccceses William Gould 
Smitty, George Guhl 
ee | PRESET EEC CTT OTT ee Johr Ridgely 
PREOSCGl «000s vsennee sees De We Hlopper 
PRODOTUEE. cc cccovsseatsseces Creighto Htale 
Re ge | ee Cee ere Frank Mayo 
D. A. Investizator..cecee ° Fred Tozere 
PRE. << -ctetcue aude cehenens bho Rowan 
McKeever. . Dick Elliott 


Another in the Nancy Drew series, 
‘The Hidden Staircase’ serves to still 
more irrevocably tie Bonita Gran- 
ville with the title role, Like the 
others, it is based on the appealing 
idea of making an attractive kid, 
aided by her unwilling boytricnd, an 


amateur detective mixed up !n pro- 
fessional crime. This is a fitting 
sequel to the earlier films in the 
series. It’s easily a top dualler in 
proper situations and should clean 
up on matinee trade, 

Tale is ostensibly a mystery story. 


Perhaps a juve audience might find 
difficulty in discerning the villain, 
but even they are allowed little lee- 
way when the possibilities from the 
start are limited to one man. More 
attention to the mystery story angle 
might go a long way to widen ap- 
peal of the film for male patrons. 
Rather shaky foundation for the 
yarn is that a large mansion will be 


contributed to a children’s hospital 
if the two old maiden ladies, to 
whom it was left in a will, sleep in 


it every night for 20 years. They 
have but two weeks to when & 
gang, which wants the property for a 
racetrack, starts efforts to obtain it. 
Miss Granville, of course, saves the 
day. 


20 


Plot is so shaky it is entirely un- 


clear why the chauffeur of the twe 
maiden ladies is shot and killed, but 
Nancy Drew succeeds in tracking 
down the criminal after some ex- 
citing adventures in which she and 
her b.f., again played by Frankie 
Thomas, are caught in an_under- 


ground passage and almost drowned, 


Fortunately, the comedy, largely 
supplied by the timid Thomas, out- 
does the mystification angle. Chuar- 
acters are all nicely cast and com- 
petent, including John Litel as 
Bonita’s father, and Frank Orth as 
the plucky police captain. 

Director William Clemens keeps 


the film moving at a speedy clip and 
gets In some nice comedy touches. 
He seems to have a special knack of 


making entertainment out of the 
weak Nancy Drew story material. 
Herb. 
20th-Fox release of Sol M Wi zel pre 
duction, Features Kane Richmond Aman 
Duff, June Gale Kdward Norris Henry 
Armett Frank Reicher, Directed 1} Ri- 
cardo Corte Origin by Robert I s 
and Helen Logan: camera, } vuard Cron- 
jagel editor, Fred Allen: music muel 
Ix in At Palace, N. Y week Nov, 2, 
"39. Running time, 58 MINS, 
os) Kane Richmond 
Gee TOTOONS 0655 cchsinsaenis Amanda Duff 
RED SOURION, 2 ckctvceredtoecs ....Jdune Gale 
Louie Peronni....... cece Kdward Norris 
Guiseppi Peronni...sescees. Henry Armetta 
Dr. Shumaker. .....ccce = »-Frank Reicher 
Willie Rogers.........0.0....Scotty Beckett 
| Aunt Mamie Qualen.........f.eona Roberts 
Tommy Rogers..... ere eee a Rex Downing 
MOD. MOOEG:. 6 kn sas btedizerracd Jimmy Butler 
ONE 656646445000 ° eeccee - Roger VMeGee 
Lo i ere Richard Lane 
PCC, WESTOR, cicccteccsccccscd@6k Carson 
4 ee rere cobeocsccccced Matt MeHugh 
Helen Gardner...... orekaee ss Helen Ericson 


fault of his own, ‘Lawyer’ winds up 


as a transparency that'll find only 
|}adequate refuge on provincial dual- 


ers. 
| Dudley Murphy’s direction gives 
this small-town yarn considerable 


| lustre, but the story itself has been 
too frequently done in revised form. 
| But better. A neat cast also includes 
Anita Louise, Margaret Hamilton, 
Harold Huber, Clem Bewans. Henry 
Kolker and Willard Robertson, but 
their stability only serves empha- 


4 
iO 


| unfortunately 


An unusual and novel technique of 
celluloid story unraveling has been 
employed by writers Robert Ellis 
and Helen Logan te make ‘The 
Escape’ a refreshing retreat from the 
ordinary. Story itself, however, is 
too hackneyed and 


|moral-pointing to become anything 


| Outstanding even under the best 
technique. Second-rate cast is not 


designed, either, to put the film it 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Pardon me for being catty _ 

but... 4 ] 

: . . 7 

r What mystery picture ever got raves like these? . 

“A combination of mystery and comedy that will chill you to the marrow, a 

then leave you limp with laughter. Bob Hope’s best picture!” 

Pa — Jimmie Fidler, famous newspaper and radio columnist 

“the outstanding chiller of the year. Bob Hope at his best!" —Robbin Coons, Associated Press : 

“The best mystery in years! “— Erskine Johnson, King Features Syndicate 

“One of the most successful whodunits of this season. —Film Daily 

: “Top-notch comedy murder mystery ... first feature on any bill.” = — Hollywood Reporter : 

“Bob Hope and Paulette Goddard a solid click in ‘The Cat and the Canary’.” V4 

: —Ed Sullivan, famous New York Daily News columnist ; 

ee 

“A wedding of laugh and thrill so neatly contrived as to equal, virtually, a new | 

4 


film formula, inducing shrieks of terror and shrieks of laughter.” ©—Motion Picture Daily 


pean 


Paramount's 


. The CAT and the CANARY’ P 





varing BOB Hope ons Paulette Goddard .., ssh 500 


Douglass Montgomery + Gale Sondergaard ~« Elizabeth Patterson + George Zucco 


A Paramount Picture. «Directed by ELLIOTT; NUGENT + Screen Play by Walter, Deleon and Lynn Starling * Based on the Stage Play by John. Willard 
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Indie Opposes His Ow 
Application for New 


Theatre; Other Bldg. 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a conplete chart of feature releases of 
all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
Minneapolis, Nov. 7. reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
W. R. Frank, independent circuit COPYRIGHT, 1989, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
operator, appeared before the city a a ne oe cree a ae Kev ta Tepe Abbrevintions K. V.—Kuoning Time 
council license committee to oppose M—Melodruama;: C—Comeds: Clb—Comeds-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; Mu—Musical 
his own application tor a permit to! - 
build and operate a new neighbor- | ~~ 
hood theatre Explaining that he — 7 TITLE TYPE Co TALENT 
merely had filed the application for a ris i tl nae sa ; 3 Oe a 
‘protection’ against threatened com- RELEASES| Var. - eo sendediaieateiss. A 
petition to one of his present show- 9 1 39 : KONGA, WILD HORSE w Col Fred Stone-Konga 
houses from a proposed new theatre 96 THE WOMEN Cc | M-G N.Shearer-J.Crawford-R.Russell 132 
in the same neighborhood, Frank 8 30 DEATH OF A CHAMPION Dd Par L. Overman-R. Paige-V. Dale 67 
argued against the issuance of any | 8 30 | CONSPIRACY D RKO A. Lane-L. Hayes-R. Barratt | 88 
more permits 96 | WALL STREET COWBOY wi Rep R. Rogers-G. Hayes-A. Baldwin 66 
Aldermen appeared puzzled by 8 30 PLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT . vb Rep P.Regan-J.Parker-CoLR Turner 60 
ine tact thet . ‘aithoush exhibitors 96 ADV'T’RES SHERLOCK HOLMES M | 20th B. Rathbone-N. Bruce-l. Lupino B5 
" - ees a ee eee aaa 8 20 THE UNDERPUP Mi it | G. Jean-R. Cummings-A. Gray 87 
ee ee eee een 89 | MUTINY ON BLACKHAWK M | U_ | R. Arlen-A. Devine | 62 
nae see a8 a the bad’ and that yong §2 | THE OLD MAID D | WB | B. Davis-M. Hopkins-G. Brent a5 
neignoornood houses are ‘Darely get- as — — ee i | ies ; = A 
ting by’ now and there's an ‘'nsuffi- c | 8/16 GOLDEN BOY cb Colt | B.Stanwyck-A.Menjou-W.Holden 98 
iat sieaie al wend pinta’ te. a6 9 8 39 | gyse RANGE WAR w Par | W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Moran 65 
ee phar g 93. CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND M | 20th | S. Toler-C. Romero-P. Moore 72 
around, appl cations have been filed < THE FIGHTING GRINGO Ww RKO | G. O'Brien-L. Tovar ee 
to build four new . neighborhood g 23. FULL CONFESSION Dp RKO | V.McLaglen-S.Eilers-B.Fitzger'd 72 
houses, while, it was indicated, if 920 . TWO BRIGHT BOYS M U | E. Lowe-W. Barrie _ 69 
the bars are let down a: half-dozen | | #16 | DESPERATE TRAILS w U | J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight 56 
other new theatres would be con- ' 118 NANCY DREW & STAIRCASE M WB B. Granville-J. Lite! 78 
structed ; ” 9 15 39 OUTPOST OF MOUNTIES » Cal C. Starrett-I, Meredith 
Several desiring to build new thea- 927 DANCING CO-ED CD M-G | L. Turner-R. Carlson-L. Bowman gg 
tres ere alreadv exhibitors and are SKY PATROL M Mono J. Trent-M. Stone-M. Reynolds 61 
acquainied with the adverse box- | | 7 26 | BEAU GESTE D Par G. Cooper-R,. Milland-R. Preston 114 
office conditions and the objection- ! 920 | DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT 6 RKO J. Penner-B. Grable 53 
able trade practices now prevalent. © 13 | THE RAINS CAME cb 20th M. Ley-T. Power-G. Brent | 100 
Included in this number is Irving 9/8 HAWAIIAN NIGHTS MU U J. Downs-M. Carlisle-C. Moore 65 
Gillman, owner of the Esquire, | 8 i6 DUST BE MY DESTINY D WB J. Garfield-P. Lane : R88 
whose proposed new theatre would 9 22 39 10.25 THOSE HIGH, GREY WALLS D Cal W. Connolly-l. Meredith i 
be wiihin two miles distance from 9, 20 THUNDER AFLOAT D M-G W. Beery-C. Morris-¥V. Grey | 94 
One of the Frank houses. 9,27 $1,000 A TOUCHDOWN C | Par J. E. Brown-M,. Raye-E. Blore | & 
Ameng these who spoke before the 8 23 FIFTH AVENUE GIRL : cD | RKO G. Rogers-W. Connolly-E. Ellison 8&2 
committce and requested that no 8 30 STOP, LOOK AND LOVE C | 20th J. Rogers-W. Frawley 53 
more new theatre permits be issued 10 4 INTERMEZZO, LOVE STORY cD UA L. Howard-l. Bergman 70 
a oe os Mee anneteies al 10/4 RIO cD U S. Gurie-B. Rathbone-V.McLaglen 3 
es lt er eee. S NO PLACE TO GO CD | WB_ | G. Dickson-D. Morgan-F. Stone 
Northwest Allied States; Theodore —— ——— ‘ —— very fs a L 
Hoys, of the Minnesota Amus. Co. 7 SCANDAL SHEET Dp | Col | O. Kruger-O, Munson 65 
(Paramount); Ben Friedman and 9/29, 89 10/18 | FAST AND FURIOUS M | M-G A Sothern-F. Tone-V. Grey 71 
Frank Woskie, independent ex- 9/13 HONEYMOON IN BALE . Par MaecMurray-Carroll-Jones 95 
Site. nad Wenile tinetieens os. 9 27 CALLING ALL MARINES M | Rep D. Barry-H. Mack-W. Hymer | 65 
Oe Re Ee ee ee 10/4 THE ARIZONA KID Ww | Rep R. Rogers-G. Hayes-S. March 
cet veenteae Tenire manage 9 27 | HERE I AM, A STRANGER D | 20th | R. Greene-R. Dix-B. Joyce 81 
Merriman pointed out that the Min- 10.25 THE WITNESS VANISHES M U D. Durbin-E. Pallette-L. Howard — ¢¢ 
nesota employs 90 people. that. it $/23 NURSE EDITH CAVELL D RKO Neagle-Oliver-Sanders ae 
is operating now at a loss and prob- A CHILD IS BORN D WB | G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn tie 
ably would have to close if any more 9 27 ESPIONAGE AGENT _—_—s—— ™ WB OS. MeCrea-B. Marshall 14 
neve houses are ou t Sic ffes calle q i0 6 39 9/20 WHAT A LIFE Cc Par J. Cooper-B. Field ns 
attention to his Alvin theatre which 9/29 | CRASHING THRU DP | Mone | J. Newill-W. Hull-M. Stone 82 
is dark much of the time. 10/18 THE KANSAS TERRORS w Rep Three Mesquiteers 53 
Th> point also was made by Stef- 9/6 EVERYTHING’S ON ICE Cc RKO I. Dare-E. Ellis-V. Vale 65 
fes that distributor representatives 11/8 THE ESCAPE D 20th K. Richmond-A, Duff 58 
should unite in the fieht with ex- | 10/4 ETERNALLY YOURS cD UA L. Young-D. Niven ko 
hibitors to choke off further theatre ape HERO FOR A DAY cD U A. Louise-D. Faran 65 
construction by showing the un- PRIDE OF RLUE GRASS cD WB E. Fellows-J. MeCallion 65 
availability of product for new thea- 10 13 39 12/14 FLIGHT TO FAME cD Col C. Farrell-J. Wells 63 
tres. ‘Let them protect their present 9/20 BABES IN ARMS cp M-G J. Garland-M. Rooney-G. Kibbee 06 
customers,” he said §/31 JAMAICA INN M Par C. Laughton-M. O'Hara 99 
During the debate arguments be- | 10/4 THREE SONS : D RKO E. Eliis-V. Vale-W. Gargan | 70 
> BT w a ‘y ae at aa | 10/4 HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE Mt 20th A. Faye-D. Ameche-S. Erwin | 90 
came extremeiy waied and at one 10. 25 ON YOUR TOES Mt WB Zorina-E. Albert 93 
juncture fisticuffs were threatened. + THE CIRCUS Cc = 
One committee membe asserted 10 20 39 10,18 AT BE : JS , M-G Marx Bros.-K. Baker-F. Rice R5 
‘there's no reason why there TELEVISION SPY¥ D Par W. Henry-J. Barrett-W.CollierSr. 58 
shouldn't be six theatres to a block SHIPYARD SALLY ; ' Cc 20th G. Fields-S. Howard 
wigatea iron vee gui ce oie apa 111 PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES c 20th 5. Withars.titie tres. os 
a eee | ee ee TOWER OF LONDON M U B. Rathbone-B. Karloff 
nopoly. Another aldermen de clared OKLAHOMA FRONTIER W U J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight | 
ys blocks or too far to wa k ti SMASHING MONEY RING _ MiWB R. Reagan-M. Stevenson 61 
a tneatre In cola weatne tnat tnere ae , > ens . ' - 
ats tn avid yor ghia n between. | 10/27/39 | 30/25 BEWARE SPOOKS © | Col J. E. Brown-M. Carlisle 65 
Mesnear i agen ste a BAD LITTLE ANGEL D M-G V. Weidler-G. Reynolds-R. Owen 77 
he a ; geet Mico: he 11/1 MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE D Mono C. Bickford-B. MacLane 84 
defer actio Dhnig tne ap] ae aes ; DANGER I LIGHT - LD Mono J. Trent-M,. Reynolds-M. Stone 61 
marrow (5) sis DISPUTED PASSAGE D Par Lamour-Tamiroff-Howard 89 
Pending the outcome f the pres- cow BOYS I ROM rEXAS w i Kep | R.Liv’gton-R.Hatton-D.Renaldo 
ent scrap, Northwest Allied has i SUED FOR LIBEL D | RKO K. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Lane | 65 
called off its fight for a city ord 10/25 20,000 MEN A YEAR eo D | 26th R. Scott-P. Foster-M, Lindsay 83 
mance that would ¢ | double 9/13 HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER Cc UA J. Bennett-A.Menjou-W. Gargan 80 
‘ ‘3 : : ‘ } 1ll/l LITTLE ACCIDENT CD | -her So ig? 7 tne .. 
features by niting the length of a THE ROARING TWENTIES > H. Herbert-B. Saney-F. Rice 65 
ag 4} |} 10/25 ih RO. NG 3 ui .s ws J Cagney-H. Bogart-P. Lane 106 
screen shovy In consequen Ee PERC CREEPERC . i ; ° ‘ ; ae o6 
ane. which was Pa a ed t , 1/1 oo a : : cD Rep Weaver Bros.-R. Rogers 69 
Paramount circuit. is ‘led fo he 11/3/39 11/8 BLONDIE BRINGS A I BABY C Col P. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 67 
in nt . S1 RANGER I ROM rEXAS Ww Cel es. Starrett-L. Grav-D. Curtis 
r t 10/11 NINOT( HKA D M-G G. Garbo-M. Douglas-I. Claire 111 
~ | OVERLAND MAIL Ww Mone | Jack Randall 
Walter Lee’s Addition thay ge Mg aN . : Mono J. Newill-S. Blane 
] Fives eas 1 - 10,11 THE FLYING DEUCES RKO S. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parke 35 
ha song ore aka MARSHALL OF MESA CITY W RKO | George O'Brien _ mel 61 
Walter Lee, of Batesville. has HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE CD 20th J.Kogers-R.Waiburn-M.Rambeau 61 
opened the Lee theat e nere House 11/1 | LEGION OF LOST FLYERS M U 2. Avien-i. Nagel-A. Devine a: 
has 246 seat Lee also operates the Cc ALL A MESSENGER M U 3. Halop-H.Hall-M. Carlisle 64 
Gem, Heber Spring KID NIGHTINGALE | WB J. Payne-J. Wyman | 58 
-——— F KEMEMBER? D . ie 
11.10 39 ll ¢ ao : , M-G R. Taylor-G. Garson-L. Ayers 82 
New Colored House 11/1 rpg og ae Mono | D. Purcell-B. Hayes 
‘harlott rm ww . oe See Sarvs Pa “ | Par | B. Hepe-P’lette Goddard-J. Beal | 32 
7" - Chi r] oe N. ¢ Nov ‘ 11/8 MAIN STREET LAWYER M Rep | E. Ellis-A. Louise-R. Baldwin | 72 
New Negro picture theatre « pened 11/8 ALLEGHENY UPRISING D RKO J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders OR 
at Burlinston, C. F. Dority, of Du 11/8 | DRUMS ALONG MOHAWK D | 20th | C. Colbert-H. Fonda-E. M. Oliver 103 
ham, to operaie under name of the 11/8 | FIRST LOVE 7 D | U | D. Durbin-R. Stack | 
Lincoln theatre 11/8 ONE HOUR rO LIVE _ M t | D. Nolan-C, Bickford-J. Litel | 61 
10 4 ELIZABETH AND ESSEX D WB | B.Davis-E. Flynn | tee 
— ee. ps SECRET OF DR. KILDARE D M-G pa “ , 
Mobile's 8th won wise 11,17 39 | THE PHANTOM STRIKES M | stone ly atid ty <4 hngpa L. Day 
Mobile, Nov. 7. | RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND D Mono No Cast | 
Mobile's eighth cinema opened © /20 RULERS OF THE SEA D Par D. Fairbanks, Jr.-M.Lockwood- | 
Nov. 4 at Five Points under name of | | THE WASHINGTON COWBOY CD | Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette-M. Carlisle | si 
Roxy; Alex Gounaris owner-manager. | | THE COVERED TRAILER Cc | Rep J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan | 
Gounaris also operates the Roose- | 10/18 MEET DR. € HRISTIAN p | RKO J. Hershoit-D. Lovett-P. Lee | 63 
velt in the southern section of the | 11/1 Foo BUSY ay wWoRe c | 20th J. Prouty-S. Byington-K. Howell 64 
city. 11/1 ON DRESS PARADE — M | WB Dead End Kids-J. Lite! 62 
7 _JESTRY RIDES AGAIN cD |} vu M. Dietrich-J. Stewart 
eee 11 94. | AMAZING MR. WILLIAMS C | Cet | J. Blendell-M. Douglas 
Williams’ Newest 11 24 39 | ANOTHER THIN MAN D M-G M. Loy-W. Powell-C. A, Smith 
Oklahoma City, Nov. 7. ROLL, | WAGONS, ROLL w Mono Tex Ritter | 
K. Lee Williams opened newest | 11/8 OUR NEIGHBORS cD Par | F.Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 83 
house, the Dallas, Fordyce. Ark., un- | ptt Sold J pip THRNe cD | 20th T. Power-L. Darnell W. William 
der management of Gerry Doig: A. | 7 A LE MAN RETU RNS cp U V. Price-N. Grey-C. Hardwicke 
F iedine i. ies. he - Pe _WE ARE NOT ALONE  —___—siD WB | P. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Rebson 
: yo eons 12,1 39 A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT CD | M-G A. Sethern-W. Gargan-L. Stone 
CAFE HOSTESS cD Col C. Grant-R. Russeli-R. Bellamy 
— . usse . Bellamy 
New 525-Seater YUKON FLIGHT D | Meno J. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien 
Eaton, O., Nov. 7. NIGHT OF NIGHTS es cD Par P. O’Brien-O. Bradna-R. Young 
New 525-seaier to be erected here THAT'S RIGHT, YOU'RE WR'NG MU RKO K.Kyser-A. Menjou-E. E. Horton 
CITY IN DARKNESS ; i 
by Rader Bros., local operators. on | om - ton oo grata Mi 20th S. Toler-L. Bari-R. Clarke 
_ “papel 10,25 | INSP. HORNLEIGH ON HOLID’Y M 20th G. Harker- Si eee 
Starts immediately, ready for late | . st | G. Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers 90 
arts ji alély, read) cou | LAUGH IT OFF Cc U J. Downs-C. Moecre | 
winter opening RETURN OF DR. X M WB H. Bogart-J. Litel-R. Lane 
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Bil O’Donneli Upped 
| To Interstate Home 
Office; Other Chances 


San Antonio, Nov. 7 
With promotion of William F, 
O'Donnell, general manager of In- 
group assistant t¢ 
R. J. O'Donnell, v.p. of the Interstate. 
with Dallas, E. E. 
Collins, for past three years mana: 


nn 


terstate here, to 


main offices in 


ver 

of the Majestic, becomes city man- 
ager succeeding O’Donnell. 

John Floore, manager of the 

Texas, becomes prexy of the Ma- 


jestic,. while Henry Bergman, man- 
ager of Broadway, upped to fil! va- 
cancy at Texas. Maurice 
comes from Uptown to 
Lynn Kruger goes from Harlandale 
to Uptown. Lee Roy Handley, as- 
sistant at Majestic. becomes manever 
of Harlandale. 


Gleaves 
Broadway, 


Colo.’s Double Turkey 
Denve r, Nov. 7 


Cities and towns the si 


in ate are 
divided as to which day to celebrate 
for Thanksgiving. Gov. Carr adit- 
fered from the President as named 


Nov. 23. Denver retail stores will be 
closed Nov. 23 and open on Nov. 36. 
It is expected all Government offices. 
of which Denver has more than anv 
city except Washington, D. C.. will 
be closed both days. A college foot- 
ball game will be played in Denver 
Nov. 23, being moved up from Nov. 
25, and the traditional Thanksgiving 


game between the Universities of 
Colorado and Denver will be plaved 
as scheduled at Boulder, 40 miles 


f‘om here, on Nov. 23. Denver schools 
will observe Nov. 23. 

Rocco De Paola will reonen the 
East, Trinidad, Colo., soon: N. S. Sa- 
waya has taken over the Strand, and 
reports are that Fox plans to build 


there soon to replace one of its pres- 
ent houses 
For the first time Mora, N. M.. 1,- 


500 population, will have a theatre 
it's the first time electricity has been 


available. N., Cornett will open it 
Giving him three houses in the 
state, N. B. Oliver is reopening the 
R vy at Mogollon, N. M 

Floyd Rains has closed the Sho- 
shoni at Fort Washakie, Wvyo.. for the 
wintel 

The new Fox, seating 750. wil) be 
opened about Dee. 15 at Longmont, 
Colo 

Pitt Shifts 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 7. 

Martin Shearn, who was an ofiice 
boy in WB publicity department just 
a couple of years ago, has beer 
named manager of the Palace, Ter- 
entum, Pa., which Warners recently 
acquired from Manos circuit by 
Laucks, of Mt. Oliver theatre, moves 
into Shearn’s old post at Camera- 
phone, and another WB shift sends 
Charles Shannon from Belmar te 
Brookline. Jules Green, recently re- 
turned from three-month leave in 
Hollywood, is at the Belmar now 

With death of Ben Jaffe. Ed Shaf- 
fer. who has been subbing for ailins 
Jaffe more than a year become 
permanent house manager of (¢ 
imé local burlesque whicl is 
operated by George Jaffe, father of 
Ben. For last few summers. Shaffet 
has been piloting Globe, Atlanth 
Citv 

WB has placed its newlv-remoa- 


eled Boulevard, Brookline, in eperi- 


tion Fridays, Saturdays and Sun- 
days. Previously ran only two days 

week Areade on Southside. 1e- 
modeled, reopened last week after 
long shutdown, with William Finke) 
one of company’s heads. in active 
charge 

Pettingill Out 
Bridgeport. Nov. 7 
Howard W. Pet 


tingil] out aS mane 
eer of Warner for unannounced ren- 
oO! Charle Obert. assistant, ¢ 
ries on pro tem. Pettingill came 
from Worcester, Mass.. WB } € 


July 


| Storm East for Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Fred Storm has moved to New 
York to take over the publicity 


chores of Samuel Goldwyn’s eastern 


office for the next month. Duties 
were formerly handled by Ben 
| Washer. 

During Storm’s absence John 


Miles will handle studio publicity. 





Ted Hays’ 52d Anni 
Minneapolis, Nov. 7. 
Theodore L. Hays, ‘grand old man 
of the show business here, is being 
honored by the industry upon the 
completion of his 52d year ws & 
showman. Hays, now a Minnesoti 
Amus Co. executive, started as an 
employe of the Bijou, pop price 
roadshow house. 
He eventually wound up as owne! 
that house and also the Grand. 
Paul, which had a similar policy 


of 
St. 
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“DRUMS ALON 
THE MOHAW 


BEATS ‘ALEXANDER’S 
BAND" RECORDS IN 
FIRST FIVE OPENINGS! 
.. TOPPING "THE RAINS 
CAME" ELSEWHERE!.. 
HOLDOVERS ALREADY 
SET IN BALTIMORE, 
PHILADELPHIA AND 
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Film Reviews 


Centinued from page 14 


THE ESCAPE 


other than a dual bracket, although 
it distinctly has something that rates 
it more than a critical brushoff. 














‘Reicher gives a fair performance. 
| Moppet Scotty Beckett is consistently 
irritating with the grownup lines put 
into his mouth. 

Usual film iibels are practiced on 
reporter Carson. Picturization of 
him continuously filling his pockets 





ations very happpy. 

With nothing to recommend it in 
\story, direction or production, the 
factors also don't figure to show up 
well—and don't. There’s not a single 
inspired moment in the playing and 
the cameraman heaped further in- 
dignanties on Miss Nolan via some 
very unflattering profiles, Scho. 


| 
| 
' 


' Our 


Method of retailing the story is not! with the doctor's cigars is not de-| Carters 
new. Rather, it is a switch On the! cisned to improve Fox press rela- | 
old flashback technique. A reporter, tions) Carson is also employed in | Hollywood, Nov. 1. 
bursting ” on the bbe of 2 genere | the film’s unrealistic and unsatis- Taramount release ¢ f Charles R. Rogers 
who has just been killed, ts taken in faciory finale. production Features Fay HKainter, Frank 


hand by the kindly old doctcr who 
ministers to the slum neighborhood. 
Medico gives a case history of the 


Picture should not be confused 
lwith the novel by Ethel Vance, 
'‘Escape,’ which Metro purchased re- 


people involved, with fade-ins of the 'eently and hasn't yet put into Pro-| winiam Shea; asst. director, 


actual scenes as he talks to the re- | quction. Herb. 
porter. It’s rather effective. 

Story opens with Jack Carson, the 
reporter, breaking in on June Gale, | 
secret wife of Edward Norris, who 


lies in a coffin in the next room as} | oi etion. 





ONE HOUR TO LIVE 


release of 
Features 


Yohalem 
sickford, 


George 
Charles 


Universal 





result of a gun battle. Frank Reicher, | Dorin Nolan. Directed by Harold Schuster. 
the M.D. intervenes. He starts his} screenplay by a ¢ Coemaiee guuneee, 
re sav hz ling fF Norris’ re- | George Robinson At Rialto, ° ., dua 
yarn way back, telling ot ores his bill week Nov. 3, ov Running time, 
turn from the penitentiary and his | ¢y yens, 
refusal to follow the pleas of his)... pia, on ial mailed 
father, Armetta, to go straight. tctat ances... ovis: Mintan 
He engineers a warehouse robbery naar apais sitneneceenes oan. John _Lattel 
and is turned over to the police by | Staniey Jones... .scecseess: Paul Guilfoyle 
his father. Gang he works with, 1M | Maxie Stonton............ Robert E. Keane | 
the meantime, kidnaps the adopted alee uacossseonensees .. deck, Cars | 
SEATON. cee ree eee renee 0 a% ‘ ‘ j 
daughter of the d.a. as a means tb apneppnahihsideciiee Emory Parnell 
bargaining to prevent its own arrest | Clerk. ...........000eeeecenees Olin Holwand 
and conviction. It’s then revealed —_—— 
ic " ‘. e T “pic Tere ° : . } 
nel a ace ge Aaa Sg be mel ‘One Hour to Live’ is not very 
res ore oe wen — -|happy. It’s a sad celluloid effort, | 
and the d.a.’s adopted child is - <e 


even for a B film, and is not going | 


actually their daughter. | 
Through the aid of a neighborhood | 
cop, Kane Richmond, whose engage- | 
ment to Norris’ sister, Amanda Duff, 
Norris has prevented, the gangster is 
enabled to escape to save his child | 


from death at the hands of his| 
former cronies. He gets killed but | 7 hes a surpris : : 
: ie ae : | as a surprise whodunit angle 
the little girl is saved. ‘that probably surprised only its au- 
Moral of the tale, of course, is that | thor, Roy Chanslor, and a pace so 
there’s some good in the worst of us.|Jeaden that iis running time, 61 
errs. age he 7 es minutes, is only short on the clock. 
rat, doesn esitate to ris is own . a . : 
life for that of his child. There are oik at Ghee whet ae 


numerous other episodes in the : ; : : 

3 -_ ] , to the ster fig 
story, which are rather coincidental, we Raggy Poh Oo THE has is 
but go satisfactorily to make up the |knife-throwing henchman, Paul Guil- 


bottom end of its destined bookings 
in dualled situations. 

This is gangster meller of the old 
school, written and directed in the 
rote of the ten-twenty-thirty days 
rather than in the modern treatment. 


case history. Yarn moves fairly | foyie, knock off a colored comer, 
rapidly and has a good bit of action, Jack Carr. who plays a dual role 
« c ’ ay: « « sc, 


although the meller angle is at times | 4. the story progresses, Litel and 
too obtuse. |Guilfoyle also murder one of Bick- 

Ricardo Cortez’ direction is almost} ford’s detective pals, but the final 
uniformly excellent. To the extent| shakedown doesn’t come about until 
of the limited ability of some of the| Litel also is on the verge of mur- 
players, he keeps them all working | dering his wife, whom Bickford still 
in a subdued key. Character per-) loves. The surprise twist comes via 
formers are much superior to the|the unmasking of the Police Com- 
younger principals, Armetta being | missioner, Samuel S. Hinds, as the 
particularly outstanding. Leona j actual brains behind the gangsters. 
Roberts, as the aged and sick mother | Robert Emmett Keane is also cast 
of Norris’ wife, is also good, while!in a creoked role, that of a lawyer, 
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‘a ™“ 7 $9 
“FIRST LOVE? |S Thre 
WiTH Last Times Today | Norma Shearer 
DEANNA DURBIN |} Joan Crawford 
Gary Cooper | Seen’ Russell 
eee comnie ; “THE WOMEN” 
UNITED RIVOLI Broadway “aeate 
AKTISTS at 49th St. sat itn In Person 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS In Person BENNY DAVIS 
Edmund LOWE KEVUE 








Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
in Fra s 
“RULERS OF | 


THE SEA” 


IN PERSON 
Martha | 
RAYE | 


nk Lloyd 


Held Over 
3rd BIG Week ! 5. eaway lat Street 


| Mickey ROONEY - Judy GARLAND 


J Ss “BABES IN ARMS” 
BOB ZURKE - 





A Paramount Picture AND BAND Coming Thursday 
“DANCING CO-ED" with Lana Turner, 
| Rich. Carison Artie Shaw and Band 
PARAMOUNT mr 
SQUARE 











Continuous from 10 a.m 
Pop. rices. 25¢ te t p.m 


Late Show 11:05 p.m. Nitely 


Robert Donat in M-G-M’s 


RADIO 
ciry 


MUSIC HALL 


“NINOTCHKA” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


B' way and 43tn St 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ 6th MONTH 











Wendy’s ‘Glamour Boy’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Wendy Barrie replaces Lucille Ball 
in the femme spot opposite Joe Pen- 
{ner in RKO’s ‘Glamour Boy No. 2.’ 
| Miss Ball will be held for another 
picture. 
‘Glamour’ rolls Nov. 20, Les Good- 
| wins directing. 





Starts Friday, November 10th 


JAMES CAGNEY 


“THE ROARING ’20s” 
BOB CROSBY STRAND 


AND ORCHESTRA 




















| Craven, Bxtmund Lowe, Genevieve Tobin. 


| Directed wy Ralph Murphy. Screenplay by 
i's. K. Lauren, based on story by Renaud 
Hoffraan: camera, George Barnes; editor, 


Running time, 83 MINS, 
Ellen Carter... 


‘Our Neighbors—the Carters’ is a 


| saga of a small town family, closely 


knit with their individual and col- 
lective problems. It’s a good pro- 
gram attraction suitable for strong 


to catch en with the subsequents and 
smaHer towns as a solo or top fea- 
ture. 


Picture depends on incident to 
carry it through rather than a basic 
story. Although not intended as 
such, it may well prove a trial bal- 
loon by Paramount for continuance 
of a Carter family series. More on 
the dramatically human side, in com- 
parison to the broader comedy of 
the Jones or Hardy series, the Cart- 
ers have a strong chance for addi- 
tional film reprise. 





\Jems of Carter (Frank Craven) in 
| bringing up his family of five chil- 
|dren, while struggling with opera- 


| tion of a typical small town drug- | 


store. When a cut-rate chain opens 
jin the burg, it’s a crisis for the 
|family. But Edmund Lowe, small- 
| town-boy-success-in-the-city, arrives 
| with wife Genevieve Tobin to fall 
lin Jove with the children and happy 
family to save the day. 

Net much story, but picture is 
cident easily understood by 
ences outside of the metropolitan 
centers. Everyday problems of 
family life are detailed through ex- 
cellent and understanding direction 
by Ralph Murphy, and carefully 
drawn characterization by cast mem- 
bers. 

Craven is a typical small town 
merchant; easy going with his ac- 
eounts while warding off creditors, 
and a most understanding father 
with his brood of five. Fay Bainter 
provides a sparkling performance as 
the mother of the household. Ed- 
mund Lowe and Genevieve Tobin 
successfully get over their hankering 
for children; a desire overlooked in 
their rise to wealth, but accentuated 
by their visit to the Carter home. 

Children of the family have been 
neatly cast. Scotty Beckett gains 
sympathy as a youngster crippled by 
infantile paralysis; while little Mary 
Thomas is excellent throughout, es- 
pecially capable in scenes in which 
she decides to be adopted by the 
rich eity friends. Other youngsters 
ter, Bennie Bartlett and 
Brenon. 


OVER THE MOON 


(In Color) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 





| atre properties, he 


|cade of the West’ at the Frisco fair. 


Whee” CastGP.ccccceccecesseces 
| ‘Bil’ Mastings. ..-.....00-- ..Edmund Lowe 
Glorta Hastings........... Genevieve Tobin 
Mattie Career. ....cccccsecese Mary Thomas 
PQboehe CRITE. ccccccccccecsses Gloria Carter 
Dickie Carter...ccccocccsces Scotty Veckett 
| Jumler Carter. ..ccccsccseoce Bennie Bartlett 
Pee GN 3 6c éacene6h0eenns Donald Brenon 
Lawene WEG. ocecenccccase Nana Bryant 
Mp GeTTTOPER, oc cencecceecss Thurston Hall | 
Joseph Laurencec.......... Granville Bates | 
POD BeBMOR. .. «i vceccters Edward MeWade | 
Hlenry Laurence .Norman Phillips 
PE CNN. 6:6 d608< 0600 KeO8 Richard Clayton |} 
De POMEL. cccagttucsesbesecs Frank Reicher 
POONEOOT. . . neccecvesvensesees ..John Conte 
1Girt Reporter. ......cccseces: Martha Mears 
ere ere ore Olaf Hytten 





f 
which will make all the bar associ- | 


| in this bedroom 24 hours a day. 
| neutral, another is a good Irish girl and the third a Scotch lassie. 


Neighbors — The | 


| lutter reeeiving favorable notices for her performance. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Writing to his friend, Brock Pemberton, Louis Lurie, the San Francisco 
realtor and showman, remarks: ‘Howthel! can I ease up with three nurses 
One is a Dane, whom I understand is 
They're 
all beautiful enough to be in one ef your preductions—but I'll be glad when 
they ‘kiss the boys goodbye.’ It’s tough to be leading man to ‘The Women’ 
...I'll sure be glad to see somebody wearing pants.’ 

Lurie has been under treatment for a heart ailment. In addition to the- 

has picture interests and is the backer of Sol Lesser, 
Hollywood producer, 


A friendship that endured through years of show biz and faded when 
their paths led in opposite directions was recently revived when W. C. 


| Fields found a part for George Moran in the Fields-Mae West starrer at 


Mel Epstein. | Universal, ‘My Litthe Chickadee.’ Comedian insisted the role was cut to 
Previewed at Westwood Village Oct. 30, '39. | the order 


of Moran, once of the blackface team of Moran and Mack (‘The 


_.Fay Bainter | TWO Black Crows’). Fields set eut to find Moran, flooding the country with 
Frank Craven | inquiries. 


He finally caught up with him, playing a minor part in ‘Caval- 


Call came to Moran just as the expo 
closed down. 


Marjorie Rambeau, who will play the mother in RKO's ‘The Primrose 
Path,’ was originally sought by George Abbott for the stage production of 
the Robert Buckner-Walter Hart play: When she was unable to accept 
because of film commitments, Abbott put Betty Garde into the part, the 
Victoria Lincoln, 
author of ‘February Hill,’ from which the play was adapted, didn’t receive 
program credit. Not known whether she'll be credited in the 
version. 





screen 


Mary Parker and Billy Daniels, under Paramount contract via Mitchell 
Leisen and LeRoy Prinz, bowed out of Max Gordon's ‘Very Warm for May’ 
operetta when dissatisfied with their billing. Dancers were to switch from 
the St. Regis hotel roof into the operetta on the understanding of being 


| fectured, but found themselves relegated, so they returned to the Coast 


of varying age include Gloria Car- | 
Donald 


to mean even a faint cheer on the | qual support in the keys, and able | 





| 
Story thread presents the prob- | 


highlighted by close-to-the-heart in- | 
audi- | 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|Then occurs the usual, the horde of 
| parasites 


| wealth 


| Harrison, 


\ 
Sydney, Oct. 14. | 
British Empire Films release of Cine- | 
| sound production. Stars George Wallace: | 
features Lois Green, John Dobbie lohn | 
Fleeting, Alec Kellaway. Directed by Ken | 
Gq. Hall. Screenplay, George Wallace, 
Mrank Harvey and Frank Coffe camer: ‘ 7 
George Heath At Capitol, Syvdne Run- ‘ 
ning time, 82 MINS. American Red Cross 
Unsophisticated fare for spots 


| Where hokum spells boxoffice. 


| speedily. 


London, Oct. 20. 
Wntted A rele of Lor n } 
| Ale irmleg Korda productior Stars Me é 
| ¢ eren features Rex Hurriso I ila | 
i} Jeans, Rebert Douglas. Directe by There 
ton Freeland. Scenario, Anthony Pelissier, 
Alec Ceppel, from a story by Kobert Sher- | 
wood, Lajos Biro; dialog Arthur Wim 
peris; mausie composed by Michael Spolian- 
sky; lyrics, Desmond Carter; camera, Harry 
Stradiing At Cambridge, London, Run 
ning time, 78 MINS, 
Jane Benson......... Merle Oheron 
Dr. Freddie Jarvis......... ..Rex Harrison 
Millie. ee Ursula Jeans 
| tinknown Man eeeee- Robert Dougins | 
hea. PEREPELEPUTTLET TUT CUTE Te Louis Borell 
UMAR s 2 4% 95.0 0560690606860 0600800, RE DATS 
Lerd Petcliffe.....ces eeeeeece Peter Haddon 
POURING 5.64.05 4a550degbseises sie THOe 
GOY nsecesccccsecsvccseces Mackenzie Ward 
TCAOATSL BINGE. cccesvoveses Klizabeth Welch 
Michel go 40:6 $6466686000-6.0550 ---Carl Jaffe 
PS eoeccese Herbert Lomas 
iu. SEREE ELLE ocresosesss Wilfred Shine 
SCPC REG) 65 tices cedeweeeetes Gerald Nolin 


| phy, clever character types and an 
|} all-round elaborate production are 
| found in ‘Over the Moon.’ Story is 


conventional but exceptionally well | 


| worked out via witty dialog, though 
|the popular-priced patron may find 
,it a little above his head. Smartly 
directed, it could stand cutting in 
; some spots, however. The Korda 
and Oberon names should put it 
over both here and in the States. 
Merle Oberon plays the niece of an 
eccentric old man who dies leaving 
no indication of wealth. She lives 





| 





| although British provinces may find 
| An admirable cast, good photogra- | 


sum of money from the bank in order 


‘Maisie,’ 
Carroll reported ill, 


awaiting picture assignment. 

Bing Crosby’s new deal with Universal is unique in that it gives him 
the option of financing the picture, ‘If 1 Had My Way,’ up to 100°), with a 
dollar for dollar return on the net profits. Crosby financed 50°% of his 
last U film, ‘East Side of Heaven,’ and took a 50-50 cut. Studio figures 
that any of his pictures are an asset to the selling program. 





Decision for Louis K. Sidney to remain at the Metro studio on produc- 
tion, with the intention of giving him supervision of M-G films in future, 
followed Nicholas M. Schenk’s recent trip to the Coast. Three or four 
weeks ago it had been decided to bring Sidney back to the home-office 
in New York. 

Robert Montgomery is understood have invested $15,000 in ‘The Male 
Animal,’ recently staged by Elliott Nugent. Plan is to take the play to 
Broadway after some re-writing and re-casting. Comedy closed after one 
week at the Mayan, Los Angeles. 

Using only one-half of the lengthy novel, ‘Northwest Passage,” in its 
forthcoming release with Spencer Tracy, Robert Young and Walter Bren- 
nan, Metro has in mind the production of the balance of the book a 
sequel. The same cast would, of course, be used. In the film version be- 
ing released this winter Metro ends the picture before its two principal 
characters go to England. 


as 





+ 


large Yorkshire |! 





in an antiquated 
house, with aged servants, on the! 
strictest economy, reading romantic | 
literature and yearning for her fling. | 
The local young doctor takes a small 


KEEP YOUR 


RED CROSS 


ALWAYS READY 


to give her a chance at Monte Carlo | 
for their honeymoon. 

At this juncture the old man’s law- 
yers notify her that she is her un- 
cle’s sole their to $90.000,000. Conse- 
quently, refusing to be a ‘gentleman | 
in waiting,’ he declines to marry her. 





and fortune-hunters who | 
descend upon her, indicating that the 
is only a burden. Finally, 
there’s the jnevitable reconciliation. 
Scenes in Monte Carlo, Switzer- 
land, Italy, etc., are photographed in 
the lavish Korda manner, with Rex 
Ursula Jeans and Robert | 
Douglas as the chief support. Others | 
who contribute neatly are Louis Bo- 
rell, Zena Dare, Peter Haddon. 
Jolo. 


GONE TO THE DOGS 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 





Ken G. Hall has paced this one | 
There’s little story: just a 
series of gags put on celluloid to hit 
the fancy of payees familiar with 
vaude-revue of the old and new | 
schools. George Wallace, who had 
been in vaude-revue for years under 
the Fuller regime, knows just how to 
play his gags for the maximum of | 
laughs. Comic would be a good bet | 
for the U. S. because of his versa- 
tility. 

Cast is adequate, being mainly re- | 
cruits from legit and vaude. Camera | 
is okay. Pic, because of its domestic 
nature, is not suited for the U, S.._ 


RED GROSS 
ROLL CALL 


November 11-30, 1939 


Your memberships given 
NOW assure aid to war suf- 
ferers, disaster relief, Braille 
for the blind, care of needy 
or disabled veterans, and 
First Aid and Life Saving 


it satisfactory. For a 
training. 


tion it looks surefire. 


local consimyp- 


Rick. 





Send your memberships to: 


MOTION PICTURES GROUP 
NEW YORK CHAPTER 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 


315 Lexington Avenue 
New York 


2nd Down at Metro 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. | 

Iliness caused Melvyn Douglas to | 

withdraw from the cast of ‘Not Too 

Narrow, Not Too Deep’ at Metro. 
Ian Hunter was substituted, 

Start of another Metro picture, 

was postponed when John 
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Chain Income from Time Sales 





NBC 











1938 19838 193 1936 
JONUATF .osccccoosee SQuRn eee $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2.681,815 
February ccccccccces 8 040,000 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
March ceteeteesoe SEETEEED 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,883 
PE 6+snuee cocscccs apne eee 3,316,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 
PERF scsce socterces meee 3.414,200 3,214,819 2,561,720 
ee. occas soeeeebcee Bee 3.200.569 3,003,287 2,323,456 
Tully «scstcccccccess Gammawoe 2,958,710 2,707,450 2,429,983 
August pases pre 2,941,099 2,784,977 2,422,431 
feptember .ccccssee S010 2,979,241 2,850,581 2,886,637 
‘GOMOD cscceecdsees 4,219.2 33 3,778,964 3,339,739 3,696,489 
oo ear oa $36,729,622 $33, 676, 688 $31,630,754 $27,496,642 
CBS 
1939 1938 1937 1936 
January . $2,674,057 $2.879.945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
POBTUBTY ksccees coe Saree, 542 2,680.35 2,264,317 1,909,146 
BE. an acs eswsied . 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 1,172,382 
ME iicowiekenasee cae 2.424.180 2.563.478 1,950,939 
BOM 5 rang 6a ncsewes . 3,097,484 2,442,283 2,560,558 1,749,517 
POR ive is cae ws cooes Beeemine 2,121,495 2,476,567 1,502,763 
eT re ee 2,311,953 1.367.357 1,988,412 1,292,775 
Pe ehinie is 2.337,376 1,423,865 955,286 1,232,588 
September ...cccece 2,563,132 1,601,755 2,028,585 1,883,932 
CE icceenseouns 3.366,654 2,387,395 2,505,485 2,429,917 
WOUM). <K.ekicadernnes $27,552,088 $22,362,926 $23,281,018 $16,979,982 
MUTUAL 
19535 1938 1937 

NII coc ess Wie eu algae 315,078 269,894 $213,748 

POOR cccaccaudeeuseres yy 605 253,250 231,286 

ET 5 kcgue wawacaeseeraees 305.976 232,877 247,421 

PEt “pachacnwansesescaeeee 262.626 189,545 200,134 

Me cau sealese sad eas erde es 234.764 194,201 154,633 

PRD. -SieecdiapeasssGecees 228,186 202,412 117,388 

Pe xing se baedseetehareee 216.583 167,108 101,457 

PIES: od eee e6 Sicko eoawass 205,410 164,626 96,629 

DOE, aiudedccesbcae% 210,589 200,342 132,866 

fo , a a ere 428,221 347,771 238,683 

Total sara hsb b gears satseaeente $2,685, 0: idl $2,222,026 $1,734,24 





ES ranaaeennenens 








NBC Blue Spurts, 34.6%, Over on 
Month Year Ago; Radio Biz Good 





Outstanding fact of the showings | Sena de Leath Sued 


made by the various networks in 
time billings during the month of 
October was the jump of 34.6% taken 
by NBC’s blue link, which has as a 
rule on percentage tilts trailed the 
other links. As compared to the like 
month of 1938, NBC’s red link ac- 
counted for a plus margin of 25.4%. 
Columbia’s boost figured 41°% Mu- 
tual was up 23.4%. NBC's over-all 
bump was 11.8%. 


| here for 


As a Talent Manager 
Bridgeport, Nov. 7. 

Vaughn de Leath, ‘original radio 
girl,, who has home in Easton, was 
sued last week in 
$10,000 by Alfred Fioretti, 
York singer-composer, who 
defendant with ‘ineffective 


New 
charged 


| management.’ 


CBS grossed $3,366,654 for this Oc- | 


tober. 
253, with $3,321,128 credited to the 
red link and $898,125, to the biue 
network. Mutual chalked up the 
biggest monthly gross in its history, 


namely, $428,221, as the result in a} 


NBC’s total came to $4,219,- | 


large measure to its handling of the | 


World Series broadcasts in behalf of 
Gillette Razor. 

On the comparative first 10 months 
of the year CBS is up 23.1%, NBC, 
9.1%, and Mutual, 20.8%. 


C. Lawton Campbell 
May Eventually Broaden 
Beyond Radio Dept.! «: 


Report that C Sewten Campbell, 
v.p. in charge of radio at Ruthrauff 
& Ryan, is being groomed for 
other 
was described Monday (6) by 
official of the agency as quite pre- | 
mature. Campbell, it was said, may 
be moved out of radio for a more 
expansive participation in the agen- 
cy’s business, 


———EE——— 


| 


Having had a test on KFI, Los) 
Angeles, and KFBK, Sacramento, 
‘Young Dr. Malone’, Huskies’ dram- 

| atic serial, will receive further spot 
attention in that area in addition 
lto becoming a blue network pro- 
gram The five-time-a-weeker is 

for the 11-11.15 a. m. period for 
hick General Foods recently con- 
tracted. The hookup will be basic 


an- | 
assignment in the organization | 
ms 


with the idea of mak- | 


ing use of his advertising and mer- | 


there 
taking 


chandising background, but 
isn’t any likelihood of this 
Place for a few months. 


Campbell came to R & R from! 


General Foods, where he 
charge of sales and advertising on 
Jell-O. products. 





Armstrong With Columbia 
Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Sam Armstrong has withdrawn 
from Armstrong-Conlon agency to 
join Columbia management. 
He will handle 
tures 


was in) 


| 





clients for pic-| 


Miss de Leath 
him for 15%, that 
he plugged songs for her and that 
she promised him half the profits of 
‘Come Back to Me,’ on which tune 
plaintiff says he collaborated. 


HUSKIES TO EXPAND, 


Fioretti claims 
agreed to manage 


‘YOUNG DR. MALONE’ 


blue for the time being. 
Benton & Bowles is the agency. 


WIM Curb Show to P.&G. 


Milwaukee, Nov. 7. 

WTMJ’s ‘Sidewalk Reporter,’ has 
been bought for 
by Procter 
White Naptha. 
booking by Compton Advertising, 
Inc., New York, 
‘This Day Is Ours,’ 
and a_ schedule 
WTMJ for Crisco and Duz, 
tively. 





five-a-week serial 
of 156 spots on| 
respec- 


So 


Superior Court | 


five-a-week airing | 
& Gamble to promote! 
Coincident with this | 


the agency placed | 





STATIONS IRKED, 
OAY NOG FAVORED 


Delicate Problem Growing 
Out of Tums’ Pot O’ Gold 
Program — Local Broad- 
casters Had Always Killed 
Similar Stunts — Hair- 
Sphtting Legalism as to 
Cash Giveaways vs. Lot- 
teries Rages 


ADMEN EAGER 


Washington, Nov. 7. 
Banko, bingo, lotto and whatnoto, 
all of them substitutes for entertain- 
ment, have done well in film the- 
atres and now begin to loom large 
as the next radio ‘trend.’ Reports 
from New York advertising agencies 


| suggest that the merchandizers are 
all-ears now that, for the first time, 
| there is apparent willingness by the 
| Federal Communications Commis- 
| sion to look the other way. Hereto- 
|for it has been generally assumed 
| by sponsors and stations atike that 
a lottery was a lottery no matter 
how much art or camouflage went 
{into the program. 

Disinclination of the FCC te rule 
on the Tums ‘Pot o’ Gold’ program 
l'on NBC is developing ail serts of 
|} tangents with the oddest of all the 
‘moral dilemma of many churches 
| who are theoretically opposed to lot- 
teries and gambling but running 
bingo games in their own basements 
| these days. 

Tums question was laid before the 
FCC and_ side-stepped last week 
after one station, which dropped a 
Prcveqgeer raffle in order to avoid trou- 
| ble with the regulators, wondered 
i|how NBC gets away with it. The 
transmitter was propositioned by the 
|web about carrying the gigantic 
| hand-out stunt and feels it was the 
} victim of discriminatory treatment 
lat the hands of the FCC lawyers. 

; Numerous barristers are thumbing 
through the case histories, checking 
especially on rulings of the Post Of- 
|fice Department on contests and 
other chance games which have been 
barred from the mails as fraudulent, 
jin an attempt to answer bewildered 
' clients. Meanwhile, rival agencies 
and advertisers, as well as envious 
webs and stations, are hoping some- 
'thing will happen to alibi them 
The direct query to the FCC pro- 
duced no satisfaction. Formal an- 
swer was that the correspondence 
had been tucked away in the appro- 
priate file, which may indicate that 
the Commish is building up a record 
that will serve as reason for calling 
a hearing to determine the legality 
of the scheme. Insinuations that the 





FCC is. playing favorites aftex 
frowning on other similar programs | 
and threatening other stations in the 


answered by assertion that 
years no punishment has | 
lotteries except 
cases While 
been sent 
were carrying com- 
there have been 
no ultimatums, it was said at the 
Commish. 3roadcasters who feel 
they were intimidated into scratch- 
ing features of this nature are de-| 
|scribed as overly-suspicious. or per- 
haps cursed with guilty consciences. 
Line of demarcation which identi- | 
fies any giveaway as a lottery is ex- 
ceedingly obscure. In some in- 
stances, the courts have gone a long! 
way, stretching the statutes to the | 
breaking point, to find the eleme nt | 
of ‘consideration’ which is one of the | 
| basic elements of a lottery. But there 
have been situations where almost! 
|} identical schemes have gone un-| 
touched. For instance, the post “d 
| inspec ctors have ruled that dime let- 
| ters—fad so prominent in 1935 wh en | 


past are 
in recent 
been heted 
in the most 
inquiries may 
licensees who 
parable program 


out for 
flagrant 
have 








+> 


Race Tips May Be Air Grief 





helping run an alleged lottery by 


throughout the nation. 


on such a headache. 


stations will feel the paddle. 
up Annenberg’s General News 
ican Telephone & Telegra 
wagerers and bookies then would 
clean-up. As it is, 


tote boards. 


charged with participating in an 


The N. A. B. is almost wholly 
the new code bans lotteries. 
soring the race programs, 
the code began operating, so the 
to drop the broadcasts. 

The FCC has paid little attentio 
tell about the gee-gees. Four or 
of several operators who played 


programs. 
who are helping the bookies. 
about. 


results from competition between hay-burners. 
though, to say whether Uncle Sam’s crusade will take the shape of a 
general campaign to protect the public morals by eradicating. bookies 


Armstrong Scratch Sheets, 
has contracts which were in effect before 


Washington, Nov. 7. 


Broadcasters may become embroiled in a lot of legal trouble with 
the Federal Government as result of the campaign to end Moses 
Annenberg’s monopoly on the race track business and punish him for 


maintaining a wire service flashing 
Too early so far, 


The unprecedented action against the Illinois Bell Telephone Co., 
ordered last week to cease flashing odds and results to betting parlors, 
has occasioned some concern as to whether the FCC 
in the drive against gambling. No moves yet, with the commish leav- 
ing everything up to the Justice Department and not anxious to take 


may be enlisted 


Despite feeling that the job of stamping out horse-race betting is as 
hopeless as enforcement of the Volstead Act, there is a possibility that 
Because if the D. J. 


succeeds in breaking 


Service by applying heat to the Amer- 
ph Co., 


those transmitters who serve the 
be the logical next target in a moral 


in some spots radio already is the only way the 
pony followers have of finding out speedily, without going to the track, 
how their favorite nag fared. .Only alternative is to buy the news- 
papers, which the more impatient bettors don’t like to do. 

The attitude of Attorney General Murphy is causing some shivers. 
Zeal of the new prosecutor suggests the drive may not stop when the 
Philadelphia publisher is crimped. 

Radio stations could be put in an exceedingly uncomfortable position, 
though it generally is expected they will play ball whenever pressure 
is applied to get them to cease airing reports from the finish line and 
Before that, however, it is believed likely the A. T. & T. 
will cut off service to the transmitters which feature race results. 
if the stations attempt to continue giving the reports, they could be 


But 


offense, since they are as much dis- 


seminators of race news as the wire services. 


unable to do anything, even though 
lately spon- 


N. A. B. cannot direct its members 
n in recent months to stations which 


five years ago, criticism was voiced 
up to the bettors, but lately there 


have been almost no threats to deny license renewals because of race 
It may become fashionable again, however, to cite operators 
That’s what some lawyers are worried 








WMCA Harlem Amateurs, 
On Radio Five Years, 
Sponsored By Wines 


After five straight years as a sus- 
cainer on WMCA, N. Y., the ‘Har- 
lem Amateur Hour,’ aired from the 
stage of the Apollo theatre, picks 
up a sponsor with  tonight’s 
(Wednesday) broadcast. Backer is 
the Fruit Wines Corp. Deal set di- 
rect 
Different bands on tap each week 
at the theatre figure as a matter of 
course in the broadcasts, backing 
the various amateurs. With the 
picking up of a sponsor, the status of 
the bands changes as they’re taking 
part in a commercial broadcast. 
How they are to be paid is now 
being worked out with the union. 
Program is known as one of the 
noisiest on the air, from an audi- 
ence viewpoint, as the latter makes 





ectady, 


no bones about booing and catcall- 
ing entrants they dislike. Theatre 
itself soon tees off a policy of using 
both white and colored crews. Char- 
lie Barnet’s ofay outfit goes in week 


| of Dec. 1 


LANDT TRIO EXPORTED 
TO SCHENECTADY 


Schenect 
Breslaw’_ Bros., 


Nov 7. 

operators of a 
chain of furniture stores in upper 
New York, have brought in from 
N. Y. the Landt Trio, 
for daily programs on WGY, Schen- 
The account has been using 
music, Supplemented by 


ady, 


recorded 


| live comedy, commentators, etc. 


a network act, | 


WHO DROPS 7, 
AS HEADACHE 


Des Moines, Nov. 7. 

WHO, Des Moines, has discon- 
tinued its Artists’ Bureau which has 
been in existence over six years and 
booked many personal appearances 
for hillbillies. Irving Grossman, in 
| charge of the Bureau, has gone into 
| business for himself as an independ- 
|ent booker. 

The income from the percentary 
was not commensurate to the head- 
ache. 








KMBC’ , ARTISTS DEPT. 
HITS ACTIVE PACE 


Kansas City, Nov. 7. 
KMBC, Kansas City, calculated 
last week that when its Brush Creek 
Follies unit played Falls City, Neb., 
the 1,000,000th cash customer at 25 








and 40 cents went through the 
wicket Meanwhile station’s artist 
yureau under Jimmy McConnell! has 
booked 377 personal appearances for 


this and other station units during 
1939, and since bureau was first 
established in 1938 has closed 625 
contracts for outside-the-station tal- 


| ent deals 


Most of the KMBC acts work on a 
fixed salary weekly plus a sliding 
scale for extra performances. One 
KMB* unit, the Texas Rangers, has 
been in a series of cowboy feature 
films in Hollywood. 


‘3 Men On Horse’ for Radio 





Trio, starting yesterday (Monday), | 


have a morning schedule 
and, when time becomes available, 
will do also an evening show. Similar 


evening arrangement will likely be) 


station. Leigh- 


yn is $ the agency. 


made with an Albany 
ton 1 & Nelso 


Broadcast from the rotunda of the | per sons put 10¢ pieces in the mail in!no Commish lawyers are ready yet 


Plankinton Areade in the heart of| the hope of getting back over $1,500! to duel NBC barristers who held the! through the theme of three 


downtown Milwaukee, the sidewalk 
show is conducted by George Comte 
and Bill Evans. Program previous- 


ly sponsored by Quality Biscuit Co. | 


‘and Schaff Sausage Co. 


|—are a lottery and not admissible to| 
the mails. | 


| There has been some discussion — 
mostly academic—around the FCC 
iabout the Tums program, although! 


| has 
|members of 
imany of whom 


is entirely legal. Matter 
been brought 


the 


giveaway 
not 
regulatory body, 
have not heard the 
program yet 


(8:30-9), | 


formally to! 





Radio rights me ‘Three Men on a 
Horse,’ owned by Alex Yokel, are be- 
ing offered for radio serialization. 

Plan is for the agency purchas- 
ing the rights to the legiter to set 
its own script writers working out 
episodes which aren't necessarily 
out of the play itself, but carry 
smart 
{money boys using the intuition of 
'a meek fourth to pick winning 
‘ponies. That's the formula with the 
‘Henry Aldrich’ series, continuation 

of the play, ‘What a Life.’ 





























20 VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 8, 1939 





RADIO 


— ——_—_—= 








——— 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


DENVER: FEW GET FIRED 





Denver, Nov. 7. 

KOA’s siaff has nine members who have seen 10 years of 
KOA service, and seven members who have seen 15 years 
roll by. Bill Meyer has been with KLZ for 13 years— in 
fact. ever since the Reynolds interests (who owned KLZ 
then) decided to quit selling radio sets and concentrate en- 
tirely on broadcasting. William D. Pyle ‘KVOD) has been 
in the radio business so long that the dates go into deep 
antiquity and practically become meaningless. Gene O'Fal- 
lon’s KFEL harks back 16 years, and even non-commercial, 
church-owned KPOF has been around for 11 years 

As becomes this sort of job adhesiveness, politeness and 
friendliness among competing managers are the rule, not 
the exception. Each manager Says his competitor is a great 
fellow, has a fine station, and deserves a lot of business. 
When good fellows get together, it will be in Denver. 

And vet Denver, a city of about 300,000, does not do a 
radio business commensurate with its prestige or importance. 
In fact. the whole Mountain Region, according to the last 
available FCC figures (1937), did less national spot and net- 
work business than the city of Los Angeles. That means 
that Denver is relatively in the same fix as another city 
which Denver very closely resembles—Washington, D. C. 

Like Washington, Denver has many government employees 
in its population, It is not only the state capital, but also 
the home of such federal bureaus as the Reclarnation Bureau, 
the mint, etc. Like Washington, Denver also caters to a 
large transient ‘tourist) clientele. And like Washington, 
Denver is the cultural center of a wide area. Historically, 
an English element (the famed ‘remittance men’) was evi- 
dent very early in the settlement of the city. Wealth was 
naturally attracted to the town, and with wealth came edu- 
caional and cultural yearnings. The city has music schools, 
symphony orchestras, and civic and educational regulations 
which long aniedated similar laws in other communities. 

From the radio angle, Denver is particularly favored for 
several reasons. First, the great local emphasis on music, 
drama, etc., makes it an ideal town for the creation of new 
talent. Second—and this is where Denver has the edge on 
Washington—the city is the focal point for manufacturers’ 
representatives working up and down the Continentai Divide. 
Third, all the city’s stations are network-affiliated, a fact 
which must certainly have beneficial reactions on the total 
level of the listening audience. 

That Denver has not popularized this story more among 
time-buyers is simply due to the fact that genteel Cabots and 
the opportunistic Barnums seldom fraternize. Showmanship 
here is of the quiet sort, and (symbolic of this) the stations 
put great store by their physical equipment. But the cur- 
rent picture is soon due for a change. Two of the stations— 
KVOD and KFEL—have recently been separated (they pre- 
viously shared the same wavelength) and both will go out 
after national business in a healthy way, now that they have 
the elbow room. _Meantime KOA has a new manager in 
Lloyd Yoder. Moved here when Al Nelson went from New 
York to KGO-KPO, San Francisco. Yoder’s personality is 
expected to make itself felt. KLZ needs little comment in 
this department, for, being affiliated with the Oklahoma Pub- 
lishing Co., it has Jim Meyerson in Oklahoma City issuing 
an endless stream of promotion. 

But when Denver will begin to assert itself in the na- 
tional spot field, it will, like Washington, have many assets 
as the result of its quieter days which will stand it in good 
stead. The longevity of station management is an omen of 
sturdiness. So is the fine physical equipment sported all 
around. And so is the preoccupation with civic and govern- 
ment events ‘old standbys in programming). Denver sta- 
tions furthermore have had to fight not against each other 
but against one of the toughest and strongest daily papers 
in this end of the U. S., and that has made the industry here 
more of a scrapper than the radio comraderie itself would 
offhand indicate. 

KOA, 50,000-watt NBC Red outlet, is operated and pro- 
grammed by the National Broadcasting Co., but owned by 
General Electric which built the station in 1924. Its trans- 
mitter, located east of the city, was intentionally designed 
as a showpiece and fulfills the requirements 100%. 


KOA’S AGGRESSIVE ARTISTS 
BUREAU—25 ACTORS FOR HIRE 


Programming is designed to take advantage of Denver's 
native talent and thus leans heavily toward music. Once 
this emphasis was pretty highbrow, but currently a middle 
road is being paved between the classics and the lighter 
fare. KOA additionally is one of the very few U. S. stations 
which sports a bona fide talent (artists) bureau, license and 
all. In charge of Duncan McCall, the bureau has 25 enter- 
tainers under cortract. Clarence Moore has been program 
manager for many years. Once a singer himself, he is now 
grooming Patty Worth, kid swing singer; Elsa Kauerz, lyric 
soprano; Helen Marie Briscoe, pop singer; Lester Harding, 


WCKY NOW ONE MIN. 





Fresco Question 





er — Dal 
Cincinnati, Nov. 7. 


27,000 AT QUIZ 


FROM COVINGTON |" iis pote itetora crowd 


baritone; and the ‘Men of the West.’ Joe Myers is sports 
commentator, and Bill Bender is the chief cowboy singer 
(cowboy stuff is indispensable even in Denver). Civic and 
community tie-ins are numerous. An ‘Old Opry House’ 
stanza on Tuesday evenings from the Orpheum theatre show- 
cases practically all the talent at once, while the singers and 
the house-band (batoned by Milton Shrednik) get regular 
workouts—including network feeds—singly or in groups at 
other intervals. 

Bob Owen, who helped GE build the original KOA and 
stayed ever since, is Lloyd Yoder's right-hand man and tech- 
nical director. Al Crapsey, James MacPherson and Barry 
Long divide the sales duties. MacPherson additionally han- 
dles promotion and keeps track of the numerous window dis- 
plays planted by the station for its sponsors, 


KLZ LONG ON MERCHANDIZING ; 
MUSCLE-BUILDER’S BIG FAN MAIL 


KLZ, owned by the Oklahoma Publishing Co, (also WKY 
and KVOR) since 1935, is the CBS exponent here. A deft 
moneymaker, the station has a younger crowd than most of 
the other stations, and exhibits seltzer bottle pep. Mer- 
chandising—a nine point setup with film trailers, courtesy 
plugs, newspaper ads, direct mail, personal contacts, and dis- 
plays—is strongly pushed. Programming is in line with 
other stations. 

Under F. W. (Bill) Meyer, KLZ managery, is Fred Allen 
(of the Wisconsin Allens), commercial manager, a post he's 
held nine years. Arthur Wuth is program director and dou- 
bles in front-office duties. Publicity is handled partly by 
Chuck Inglis (who also spiels the sports) and Wauhilla La 
Hay, a young lady whose versatility likewise extends to writ- 
ing and production. Howard Chamberlain is production 
manager, and Les Weelans is musical director. 

The day’s schedule currently opens with a farm program, 
Capt. Ozie (hillbilly) and livestock and weather reports. 
Setting-up exercises, conducted by Walter Hackenson 
(YMCA) are next in line, and during the past five years 
have pulled 28,000 requests for permanent charts which aid 
in the physical streamlining. Jack Fitzpatrick spiels the 
news. Wes Battersea (of the Keane Advertising Agency) 
has a question-and-answer stint, as well as a man-on-the- 
street turn. Betty Lou Bemis (daughter of Ed Bemis, execu- 
tive secretary of the Colorado Press Assn. gives a ‘women 
in the news’ series, Elliott Todhunter Dewey reviews books, 
and the house-band knocks out some ‘Silver Strings’ melo- 
dies. 

Two additional stanzas are being plugged hard by the sta- 
tion. One of these is the ‘Lady, Lend an Ear’ variety stanza 
across the board every morning (participating). Talent is 
comprised of Rolly Chestney’s house orchestra, Robert Brad- 
ley (male vocalist), Inez Pence (pop singer), and Margaret 
Moore (Wauhilla La Hay). The other is a ‘Boner’s Court’ 
on Thursday evenings in which the entire station staff de- 
fends itself against criticisms written in by listeners through- 
out the week. 

~KLZ has this year additionally carried a fullloadeef sports. 
Wheaties during the summer aired National League ball 
games over the station, and currently Rocky Mountain Con- 
ference football is being unraveled. Civie affairs get their 
due share. Music from high schools is now on the schedule 
for Saturday morning airings. 

KFEL and KVOD, now divorced and each full time have 
not fully evolved future program policies. But both stations 
have that all-essential asset—local business—and can swing 
into a load of national spot from there. 


DOLLED UP KFEL, A LA NAVAJO, 
IS GENE O’FALLON’S. HUSTLER 


KFEL, 1,000 watts on 920 kc., is the Gene O'Fallon station, 
affiliated with Mutual. Prominent in N.A.B. affairs, O’Fal- 
lon has operated the place on a perky, stunty basis. That 
goes even for the furniture and pianos which are specially 
built to bear out a Navajo motif. KFEL was the first station 
in town to broadcast news regularly, and that policy has been 
maintained with emphasis ever since. KFEL is also the only 
station in town which operates on a single rate card, Re- 
mote lines to the state house, courts, etc., are maintained on 
a widespread basis, and stunts of all kinds are spotted prom- 
inently. 

Gene O'Fallon runs the station, with Frank Bishop acting 
as aide-de-camp under the title of station director. Holly 
Moyer is commercial manager. Don McCaig is program di- 
rector while Bill Welsh handles news and sports. 

Typical of KFEL’s stunty ether lineup are the following: 
a man-on-the-street broadcast (via shortwave set): a ‘blunder 
bout’ in which announcers are stumped on tongue-twisters: 


NBC TITLES HANDED | 


and Answer 


las, Nov. 7. Two new titles were handed out 


e quiz radio} by NBC’s sales promotion depart- Sanford 


WPEN GABBER SUES 


GREENE AND BEVILLE ‘** ®*,%*s, Sects im wane 


a stale joke contest; and Norbyrn Smith’s broadcast from 
the public market. Along standard lines are a musical clock 
conducted by Ned Lynch, and a peppy musical stanza di- 
rected by Willie Hartzel (participatirg). The station does a 
fair amount of merchandising, and works up an especially 
swanky program schedule for mailing to 300 agencies. 


BILL PYLE GOT INTO RADIO AFTER 
THE WAR—THE SPANISH-AMERICAN 


KVOD has now 1,000 watts on 630 ke. and the NBC Blue 
schedule. lts plant and transmitter are brand new: William 
Pyle, the president, is undoubtedly the oldest radio ‘experi- 
menter in Colorado. It’s said that he built his first wire- 
less gadget in 1902; but whatever the outcome of that remote 
experiment, Pyle certainly is the patriarch of the broad- 
casters here. He had a station in Colorado Springs before 
radio was even a peep-squeak. And like many of the old- 
timers, he was once a radio dealer. Tom Ekrem is his sta- 
tion manager. His experience with radio is relatively new— 
it only goes back to 1909. Rest of the KVOD staff is com- 
posed of ‘Con’ Hecker, commercial manager; Joseph Finch, 
program director; Ben Stanton, publicity; and Harry Hili and 
Richard Leonard, news editors. 

A picture of KVOD’s programming will have to be re- 
served for a later date. Right now the old schedule is being 
shifted around to make room for more live talent. That 
means that NBC sustaining fare—now accounting for around 
60° of the schedule—will be cut considerably. But un- 
doubtly some of the following local fare will be retained: a 
man-on-the-street stanza; a traffic safety program; educa- 
tional programs of all kinds; the musical clock conducted by 
Fred Graham; and a stanza in which Harry Hill requests 
blood donors. One idea now on tap (particularly good for 
a city of this type) involves an etherized dramatic class. 

KVOD does all types of standard merchandising, and its 
backlog of local business is excellent. 


THE CUSTOMERS 


The following national spot accounts are represented on 
the four Denver stations: 
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SPONSOR ANSON WEEKS 
x ~ORCH ON CBS SUNDAYS 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7. ae 
Chicago, Nov. 7. 


from Covington, Ky., to Cincy is ex- 
pected by L. B. Wilson, president 
and general manager, to become of- 
ficial Nov. 15, with FCC authority. 
By then the station’s studios and 
offices will be completely set up in 


Hotel Gibson, heart of the city, leav- 
ing WCKY’s new 50,000-watt and 
former 10,000-watt transmitters as 
its only properties remaining on the 
Kentucky side of the Ohio river. 

In announcing its call letters the 
station always used the line: ‘Cov- 
ington, Kentucky; one minute from 
Cincinnati.’ To start off its new 
operating base, WCKY will an- 
nounce: ‘Cincinnati, one minute from 
Covington.’ 





Morgan Family, of the ‘Hollywood 


Transfer of WCKY’s home identity The high tide of th 








program popularity may have been 
reached here if numbers are any 
test. The so-called ‘Mr. Dodge’ pro- 
gram (you guessed it—Dodge auto 
distributor is sponsor) has been play- 
ing at the Adolphus hotel ballroom 


spacious and modern quarters in the! With 1,000 to 1,200 persons usually 


present. But during the recent 
Texas State Fair the program moved 
into the Cotton Bow] (stadium) and 
quizzed contestants by amplification 
before 27,000 persons, 


Quiz program itself was free but 
public paid 25 cents a head to get 
into the fair grounds, 





BOB CHAPMAN BETTER 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 7. 
Bob Chapman, WKY sales man- 





ment last week. 


H. M. Beville, Jr., research mana- 
ger. E. P. H. James, NBC advertis- 
ing manager, will have charge of all 
advertising and direct mail which 
have to do with network sales. 

Greene has for years at NBC con- 
cerned himself with developing new 
ways of station and network cir- 
culation measurements and their ap- 
plication to network sales. Beville 
has been the network’s head statis- 
tician and he will continue to head 
up this staff in addition to supervis- 
ing all sales research. 


WTMA to NBC 


WTMA, Charleston, S. C., replaces 





ager, slowly recovering after serious | WCSC as the local NBC affiliate Jan. 


hospital siege. 


1. It will be part of the southeastern 


| 


(Sandy) Guyer, WPEN 


Jack M, Greene | gabber, filed suit for $10,000 last 
was named circulation manager and | week 


against William 
wealthy West Philly apartment house 
owner, charginz Condon struck him 
and broke his glasses on Oct. 14, 


when the announcer and several | 


others were picketing the station. 

Condon allegedly told Guyer he 
‘didn’t like unions.’ Guyer is a mem- 
ber of the American Communica- 
tions Association, CIO, which walked 
out when the station allegedly 
‘locked out’ members of the house 
orchestra. 

The men were returned to work 
pending final action by Arde Bulova, 
owner of the station. 





Des Moines auto show attendance 
of over 42,000 was 20% increase over 
last year. KSO-KRNT had charge 
of the program which included Griff 


Condon, | 


| Anson Weeks orchestra goes coast- 
to-coast on Columbia starting Nov. 
|19 for Chamberlain hand lotion 
through Ramsey agency. 


Will ride from 1:30 to 1:55 p. m. on 
Sundays on an 18-week minimum 
| contract. 


Shoots Bankroll 


New Orleans, Nov. 7. 

Acting General Manager Vincent 
F. Cummings, of WWL, last week 
| Signed and sent a check for 20c to 
'a New Orleans listener. Latter 
wrote in and said she thought sta- 
tion should pay for a can of beans 
| Which she allowed to burn as she 
| listened intently to one of the sta- 
| tion’s broadcasts. 























Barn Dance’ from KNX, Los An- Was operated on for appendicitis | group. 
geles, on the third anniversary pro-: which was followed by pneumonia | 


gram of the Civic Theatre, Wichita. | complications. 


Williams’ band and Ray Perkins as} Station agr ri 5 
é ins a: greed with her—a pub- 
WTMA operates at 250 watts on|emcee. Younker Bros. department licity story being worth 20c—but 


11210 k.c. store provided the style show. hoped it wouldn’t set a precedent. 
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GOaTo WIL 
EVEN HIGHER 


NBC, CBS Bearing Most of 
the Cost at Present—Thou- 
sands of Schools and Col- 
leges Will Eventually Be 
Equipped for Classroom 
Radio Programs 








AIR SCHOOL 


By BOB LANDRY 


Eucational-cultural type radio pro- 
grains are getting a constantly larger 
amount of attention from the two 
major networks. At the moment 
NBC and CBS between them are 
probably spending $300,000 annually 
for their educational departments 
and the sundry activities stemming 


therefrom The growing number 
and tempo of such programs sug- 


gests that this is, like the planning 
behind the efforts, just a starter. 
Apart from. off-the-air programs, 
it is anticipated that thousands of 
schools and colleges will eventually 
be equipped with cheap portable 
adjusted to both phono- 
9 transcription speeds. 
Within six months, NBC, for 
hopes to start supplying 
programs completely recorded and 
available at a nominal cost-plus-ship- 


turntables 
yraph and 
one, 


classroom 


ping price of around $2 per disc 
Such programs will not necessarily 
1 


be broadcast. 

CBS meantime has, with this sea- 
gon, injected new showmanship and 
production into the five-mornings- 
a-week ‘American School of the Air.’ 
This program is thought to have a 
couple of million listeners in the 
agevregate of its several age levels. 
Students listen enmasse in their 
classrooms or auditoriums. As with 
most of the educational-cultural 
broadcasts on the networks, there is 
invariably a so-called co-sponsor 
some organization specializing in a 
particular field and _ collaborating 
with the networks. 

Examples of ‘Co-Sponsors’ 


Scattered samples of ‘CO-Sp ynsors 
of educat 
include 


ynal programs now on NBC 


Federal Council of Churches 
Sunday Vespers 


National Council of Catholic 


Men—Brother Leo, Paulist Chou 

University of Chicago—Round 
Table 

National Art Society Art Fon 
Your Sake.’ 

Union of American Hebrew 


Congregations—Talks. 
National Vocational 
Assn On Your Job.’ 


Guidance 


Smithsonian Institute “rn 
World Is You 

\ I in Assn fo the \ 

i »r) of Scie e D 
Vio nN 

Dept ff Acsriculture—] 
and Home Hou 

Institute of Human Relatio 


Che scope of the material ar 


yrsanizational tie-ups arranged 
‘American School of the A 

vith a curriculum laid out a ful 
school ahead, but programs 
duilt as required by the web’s regu- 
lar program department under Bill 
Lewis) indicate the elaborate prepa- 
ration and research that precede the 
actual scripting - directing - acting 
phases This program’s 
framework for the present season is 
as follows: 


CBS 


year 


skeleton 


MONDAY 
Frontiers of Democracy—Voca- 
tional guidance and social studies 


Dramatizations based on the report 
Of the National Resources Commit- 
tee; studies on technological trends, 
and political, economic and sociologi- 
Cal implications of the machine age. 


P ICD i > 
rresented in cooperation with the 
Pp 


rrosvressive Education Association 
\ 1 

Manual material prepared by Mar- 
Jaret I 14 ; 


farvison, Radio Const i 
vere ve Education A { 


A. Murray Dyer. (Up 








Sugar-Coating Needed 


Mexico City, Nov. 7 

To get Mexicans to listen to 
instructions concerning the pend- 
ing Government census, the radio 
has been employed extensively 
by Federal authorities. Educa- 
tional chatter is slipped in be- 
tween hot swing phonograph 
records, 


The discs mostly made in USS. 








per elementary grades 
and senior high schools). 
TUESDAY 

Folk Musie of America—Music 
and literature Foreign origins of 
American music; regional American 
music, past and present. CBS Or- 
chestra; Bernard Herrmann conduct- 
ing in cooperation with the Archive 
of American Folk Song of the Li- 
brary of Congress, the Music Edu- 
cators’ National Conference, and The 
National Education Association. 
Manual material prepared by Alan 
Lomax, and G. D. Wiebe, Ohio State 
University Bureau of Educational 
Research Programs directed by 
Alan Lomax, Davidson Taylor, and 
William Fineshriber. (Upper ele- 
mentary grades and junior and sen- 
ior high schools), 

WEDNESDAY 
Horizons—Geography and 
science. Roy Chapman Andrews, 
Director, American Museum _ of 
Natural History, and other noted ex- 
plorers on weekly visits to different 
halis of the geographical section of 
the Museum. Presented in coopera- 
tion with the American Museum of 
Natural History and the National 
Education Association. Manual ma- 
terial and written by Hans 
Christian Adamson. (Elementary 
grades and junior high schools). 


and junior 


New 


scripts 


THURSDAY 
Tales from Far and Near—Litera- 
ture Modern children’s stories of 


lands, narrated and drama- 
tized, with famous authors and story- 
tellers as guests Presented in co- 
operation with the Association for 
Arts in Childhood, the American Li- 
Association, the National 
Council of Teachers of English, and 
the National 
Stories selected by the Association 
for Arts in Childhood, Radio Com- 
Barbara Nolen, Story Pa- 
rade Phvllis Fenner, Manhasset 
School Libraries; Alvina Treut, New 


many 


Orary 


tipe 
MItlLes 


York University: Florence Liss, 
Stratford Avenue School, Garden 
Citv, New York Manual material | 


p Florence Liss and Elea- 
nor Weaklev Nolen Script Writer 
(Elementary 


y) Tet ) 
FRIDAY 

This Living World—History and 
current events Dramatizations, 
commentaries and forums on signif- 
cant event n world news, broad- 
cast from the auditorium of a dif- 
ferent New York City high school 


each week Presented in coopera- 
tion with the New York City Board 
of Education and the National Edu- 
ition \ ciation Manu mate- 
l il prepared by Di Har! et H 
Shoe author and specialist n 
) Y il t 11¢ S yt 
i ) Robert A 
} 
B have ncouraged 
‘ | | ( " 
i | ] 
é I . €& ( 
Pv » have so 
station executive 5 
t r o that educational-culture 
oup ! ich community will have 
a liaison with the station. A re- 
cent CBS rally resulted in some 25- 
odd educational directors showing 
up As they paid their own ex- 
penses this was impressive testl- 
mony of the growing realization of 
the importance of this phase of 
broadeasting. NBC will have its own 
hortly 7 icaLo and 


conterence rtly n ¢ 


Mutual has not been particul 
; tha lack 
active in educationals due to the lack 
of funds for. sustainers, a chronic 


complaint with the cooperative net- 


One program from the Amer- 


work. 


icar Museum of Natural History 
conducted by Bob Emery is well re- 
; i ) i i 
| rv ipe i J 


— s ithe one-man or 
Education Association. | 
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|} ago when the ex-president of Yale. 


James R. Angell, became Educa- 
tional Consultant at $25,000 per year. 
In general the NBC plan underscores 
the local station, feels that a network 
by its very size is not the proper 
medium for classroom instruction 
(CBS demurs, thinks otherwise). 
The expected eventual popularity of 
cheap-priced ($2,000) high frequency 
school board transmitters designed 


| for broadeasting to schoolrooms in 


each area and according to each 
area’s own ideas is more congenial 
to NBC. It also seeks to drum up 
what it calls ‘assigned listening.’ In 
other words, programs of social or 
cultural significance are called to 
the attention of schools directly or 
through co-sponsors. Teachers are 
asked to have pupils tune in that 
particular program as part of after- 
school ‘home work.’ 
Central Control-Pro Actors 

Columbia tends to take the posi- 
tion that educational programs need 
central control and professional ac- 
tors to make them engrossing. An- 
other small difference is that NBC 
prefers to speak of ‘public interest’ 
programs and CBS. shying from the 
common carrier connotation, likes 
‘educational programs’ as a label for 
its shows. 

What the networks are doing and 
what they plan to do necessarily 
plays and will play its part in con- 
nection with the constant machine 
gun fire of criticism from persons 
and organizations that want, but 
don’t get, free time to speak their 
sharpen their axes. The 
great increase in ‘patriotic’ societies 
poses many ticklish problems because 
many of them are palpably phoney. 
The headlines have made us, as a 
nation, very self-conscious about our 
democratic institutions and there has 
been a veritable rush, of subway in- 
tensity, on the part of paid secre- 
taries yearning for a chance to de- 
fend democracy and get themselves 
a little publicity. 


pieces or 


The networks get the brunt of a 
lot of this pressure, but every sta- 
tion in the country, in lesser and 
local ways, knows what it is. What 
the broadcasters want to sidestep is 
one-woman scheme 
that hides out behind a letterhead 
committee that reads like the horse 
show's list of honorary stablemasters. 

The whirling dervishes of the new 
cult of we-love-democracy-give-us- 
time have their counterparts at the 
moment in*’an alarming increase of 








$300,000 FOR ‘CULTURE 


A Good Precaution | 


Boston, Nov. 7. 

WBZ has notified all program 
directors and announcers that in 
preparing Question and Answer 
programs and forums they must 
make sure they know all the an- 
swers before they go on the air. 


Radio is the great teacher. 








devoted to the 
certain classes, groups and sects. Be- 
tween them they make many de- 
mands for free time. The webs re- 
ject most of them. It is this problem 
that overlaps the proposal of the 
American Civil Liberties Union that 
all requests for time made to net- 


works or 


societies 


stations should be listed in 
a log-book together with annotations 
as to followed, and the log- 
book should be open to public in- 
spection This suggestion was re- 
vived at a recent ‘censorship’ con- 
ference at the Biltmore hotel, New 
York. 

The American Civil Liberties Un- 
ion, out of what it calls ‘the skepti- 
cism of observation.’ thinks that the 
networks are merely raising objec- 
tions to the public log idea exactly 
as, in the union’s view, they raise 
objections to any proposal that would 
limit the network’s own freedom of 
decision And this is about the 
truth. The networks say that they 
either are, or are not, operating in 
the public interest, that they either 
are, or are not, trustworthy and re- 
sponsive to the public interest Be- 
cause they think doing a 
good job, the log seems unnecessary 
to them. It would invoive them in 
endless quarrels 
on every 


what 


they are 


with organizations 
decision made. Many of 
these organizations are not sincere, 
many have no other real reason than 
a paid understandable 
interest in continuing to get paid and 
needing a little personal bal 


secretary’s 


lyhoo. 


Harold Kent’s Session 
Chicago, Nov. 7 

Tentative schedule for the Third 
School Broadcast Conference, to be 
held in the Congress hotel here start- 
ing Dec. 6, calls for addresses on 
radio in education and actual dem- 
onstration broadcasts Network's 
side of the picture will be explained 
by Sterling Fisher of Columbia and 
Franklin Dunham of NBC Tech- 
niques will be discussed by Wynn 
Wright, NBC program di- 
rector. 


midwest 


WJW, Akron, Offers Union Time 


New Code Angle Allows 


Extension Says Station— 


N.A.B. Man Joined Symposium 


kron, Nov. “J 
Akron’s radio-labor dispute, re- 
sulting from ancellation of a weekly 
C.I.O. ‘Voice of Labor’ program by 
W.JW today had reached a lull 
after Station Manager Edythe Fern 
Ve > offered to! tate the co 
t h she da 
HH. RK. J i ) 1 
sy | ) I 
} i 
é tO | M M ro ofte 
The tract t tI t 
) 3 
learned that in the NAB 
A ch bat the ile of time 1 a - 
Cu ion of controve! ial 1s e ? 
clause providing that such prograr 
mav be continued until the exnira- 
tion of present contract periods if 
that is no longer than a year. 
‘If we can go back to free speech 
I an ire that we will want to con- 
tinue the program,’ Lloyd said ‘If 
they want to put on restrictions like 
thev did during October we may nol 
mane: * 
Labor leade including Sherman 
{ W. Dalrvmple. president of the 


Worke! of America, 
yave charged that ‘for the past sev- 
the management of 


1 
I 
United Rubber 
I 


eral months 


been harassit! 


WJIW has * the pro- 
gram with unreasonable censorship.’ 
Good Taste 

M I oe leclat it i 
i ) la )¢ I 


country. 


made by us except the deletion of 
uch words as lousy, rotten. etc.. 
which is in accordance with the 


warning given us by the FCC that 


the industry must keep all broadcast 
vit the mnfine rf od taste.’ 

M M ose had anne | t 
) ) tr yround t 

is D 
B 
é e tT if } 

{ al nature h dea 4 
er f é t e cde ] ed 

The dispute raged througt t the 
week and is climaxed Friday night 
(3) when the station presented a 

, , : 

forum uring Which the new NAB 
code Va criticized and defended 


Taking part in the forum were Mrs 
Mel Joseph Miller, head of the 
labor relations department of the 
Wilmer Tate. veteran Akron 
labor leader, and James Wishart, as- 


t t educational directo of the 
United Rubber Worke: 

Miller declared that adoption of 
the code, saving that broadcasters 


were obligated to give away an an- 
propriate arnount of time for discus- 
sion of public issnes, was hailed by 
almost every liberal element in the 
Tate answered by brand- 
ing tne iew regulations ‘a con 


( yetween Dig busine anid 


hatred of | 


| peals 





—— 


WLW REFUSAL 
VITAL T0 FCC 
COMMAND 


Washington, Nov. 7. 
Door was slammed by the U. S. 
Court 


Powel Crosley when the FCC won 


Supreme Monday (6) on 


a victory in the litigation over its 
right to refuse extension of the per- 
500 kw at 


mit to experiment with 


WLW, Apparently 
nothing else can be done to upset 
the denial last fall and litigation 
seems to have run its full course. 

The highest bench, without any 
discussion, refused to review the 
argument as to whether an experi- 
mental permit is a ‘license’ and the 
holder is entitled to legal rem- 
edies when it is taken away. So the 
District of Columbia Court of Ap- 
decision, agreeing that the 
Commish had complete freedom to 
deny a renewal beyond last Feb. 
28, stands 

Final chapter in the 
wrangle is of major importance to 
numerous more rea- 
sons than that it means the end of 
super-power until the regulators are 
convinced a higher wattage limit is 
in the public interest. Because until 
the precise question is discussed by 
the Supreme Court, experimental 
papers must be regarded as in an 
entirely different category from reg- 
ular licenses to operate. 

The only questions threshed out 
in the Court of Appeals dealt with 
the jurisdiction to entertain WLW’s 
challenge of the Commission’s power 
to deny the renewal. In its opinion, 
the intermediate tribunal held that 
the license had not been issued 
under provisions of the Communi- 
cations Act which authorize grant- 
ing of licenses according to a speci- 
fied procedure, that the papers held 
by Crosley were not a license within 
the meaning of the provisions of the 
law granting the privilege of 
Ing judicial 


Cincinnati 


FCC-WLW 


operators for 


seek- 
review, and that Cros- 
ley waived the right to appeal by 
accepting a ticket which the FCC 
reserved the right to cancel ‘without 
advance notice or hearing.’ 
Consequently, any operato1 uch 
as those u borrowed facilities, 


engaged in synchronization, and op- 


iting beyond their regular hours 
nas little hope of any remedy in 
event the airwave 


cop# ;eFe fit to 


take his special privileges away. 


WNYC GETS NAMES 
FOR LETTERHEADS 


named a ‘Radio Board’ over the past 


y¢ ovTramm™m ng 
f WNYC t whned t nitt 
Mis 
¥ ' 
. 
B ( I ane ) Co Ar- 
“ | ; yf w tle ¢ Ive YD 
J I VI D I f 
B J I e of 4 md DSci- 
t t PD VI I iret N1ieliey, iean ofr 
Q ns College, N. Y.: Angelo Patri, 
educator, and Jacob Rosenbe1 3. prez 
of N. Y. Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians. 
An additional list of consultants 


Was named, both groups to ‘aid in 
the foundation of definite long range 


programs. Second list includes John 


Golden, drama; Walter Damrosch, 
Olin Downe musi Gustavus T. 
Kirby, Jack Dempsey. Lou Gehrig, 
port ind Fannie Hurst, Dr Mario 
Cosenza, D \. Berle, Dr. George 
Bael ind Fra Folev Gammon 
in otner phase 


Croker to Marquette 
Chicago, Nov. 7 

quits the WGN 
become program manager of 
O. Marquette (Mich.). 


WGN publicity 


fs 
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| NA. B.-Encouraged Music Co. 


Files With S.E.C.; Will Issue 


Washington, Nov. 7. 
Little light was thrown on pro- 
posed licensing system of the 
N. A. B.-angeled music publishing 
house when permission was sought 
Friday (3) to issue 100,000 shares of 


capital stock for Broadcast Music, | 
Inc. Papers revealed the venture 
will be abandoned unless ample 


cash is in hand by February. 
Although corporation is author- 
jzed to have 100,000 shares of capi- 
tal securities, the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission was informed in 
the registration statement that but 
80.000 tickets will be issued at the 
outset. Remainder to be kept in 
the treasury for possible payment of 
paper dividends or in case of later 
need for additional working money. 
Uncertainty about the operating 
methods continued even after close 
analysis of the lengthy legal docu- 
ments, supposed to give complete 
picture of the corporate structure 
and registrants’ activities. With ex- 
planation that one purpose will be to 
jssue licenses, Broadcast Music said 
little except that fees to be col- 
lected from clients will equal 40% 
of the amounts payable to American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers for 1937. No _ definite 
statements, however, as to what will 
be covered by the licenses or 
whether any restrictions would be 
placed on use of sheet music and | 
recordings owned by the corpora- 


| 
| 


Stock to 


License-Holders 





Ain’t You Ashamed? 





Boston, Nov. 7. 

The comedy and routining on 
the ‘breakfast in Bedlam’ show 
over WBZ-WBZA _ weekdays 
from 8-9 A.M. is 100% spon- 
taneous. During Oct. 31 program 
emcee Fred Cole happened to 
look out of the studio window 
during the broadcast. In the 
parking lot across the street was 
an attendant loafing beside an 
unusually dirty car. Cole re- 
marked over the air that the 
man should clean it. 

Not until the attendant quickly 
grabbed a sponge and went to 
work did Cole realize that the 
man had the auto’s radio tuned 
in to ‘bedlam.’ 


WHITEMAN IN 
(. A.B. SPURT 


Paul Whiteman’s orchestra, which 
jumped from 6.9 to 10 between the 
last two reports of the Cooperative 
Analysis of Broadcasting, occasioned 














tion. 

There was little new in the 18- | 
page statement, which explained the 
function of the concern will be to 
license performing rights to broad- | 


casters ‘and others.’ Repertoire will | 


Has Upper Hand On 
Radio’s Minute Hand 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 
Powers Gouraud, who last week 
began a_ six-nights-a-week chatter 
series over WCAU, Philadelphia, for 
the Arcadia restaurant has a novel 





} 


| dramatic half of its Wednesday night 





considerable talk on the street last 
week and especially among othe 
orchestra leaders. It underscores the | 
usual seasonal increase in the lis- 


wrinkle on the deal. Sponsor bought 
a 15-minute spot, but Gouraud can 
make his spiel anywhere from 10 
minutes to the full period. Regu- 


lar CBS network §sustainer dance | 
music is picked up to fill out the | 
stanza. 


Gouraud has been on the air con- 
tinuously for nine years and claims 
it’s a first time he hasn't had to 
tailor his script to fit the clock. 


Texaco May 
Divvy Hour 





Into 2 Halves 





—= 


Inside Stuff—Radio 





of the Air’.over NBC blue 
stint, which was strictly a giveaway. 


to director Joshua Logan. 


Don S. 


currently, 





Texaco has deferred for a time 
acting on the idea of separatinz the | 


hour and scheduling it for some 
other night on CBS. The petrol ac- 
count won’t decide on a_ schedule 
change until option time comes due 
at the end of this month. 
According to the proposal, the va- 
riety half of the Texaco hour would 
remain as is, 9-9:30 p.m. and an at- 
tempt would be made to induce say, 
a present Friday evening CBS ac- 
count to swap its half hour for the 
Wednesday 9:30-10 period. One of 
the angles about the change that the 
oil outfit wouldn't like is the added 
cost for time, but on the other hand 


; Nov. 21 issue on Father Coughlin. 


for four months around Detroit. 








Chicago Admen Junket 





it might consider the added plug 


r | value of two different periods of the | 
| week worth the difference on the | 


network bill. 





be acquired by purchase and by | tening audience which sets in with’ Rntertainers Employed 


creation via employees, with the | 
company planning both to publish 
and record, 

Although Broadcast Music, Inc., | 
fupposedly will stand on own | 


itn 
ts | 
| 


cold weather. In the same period, 
another program, ‘Ask-It-Basket,’ 
has jumped from 6.8 to 11, while a 
variety of other skips have been 
recorded. 


The Whiteman upward | 


At Political Meetings 


Syracuse, Nov. 7. 
Entertainment and _ politics de- 
veloped during the recent campaign 


feet, in contrast to N. A. B. Bureau | trend began in August, when he was |here. Jack Curren, WFBL announcer 


of Copyrights (which was wholly- | 
owned subsidiary), the N. A. 
guarantees payment of organization | 
expenses but does not underwrite | 
the stock or stand responsible for | 
success or failure of the enterprise. | 

Getting along without the aid of | 


down to around four, quite low for| and vocalist, organized a troupe of | 
-|him, and the latest spurt is in line | ‘Republicanaires’ which worked on 
Whiteman’s|a_ two-week 


with his usual pace. 
sponsor is Chesterfield; ‘Ask-It’ is 
underwritten by Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet. 


| afternoon 
Twice a year the even calm of| three-piece 


schedule, 
G.O.P. teas afternoons 
major rally each night. 
meetings, 
ensemble 


reporting at 
and at one 
During the 
Curren used a 
with Helen 


@ny promoters or financial distrib-|C.A.B. is disrupted by sudden ups o? | Devine, vocalist, Hop Odell, vocal 


utors, roadeast Music will 
stock to members of the indusiry | 
who take out licenses. Securities 


will be on a one-to-four basis, with 


|Toward the end of April programs 
often being frightening the buttons 


‘off the sponsor's suspenders by 





sell! downs in the curves of popularity.| and guitar, and served as vocalist 
| and emcee. 


At the night show, Curren used his 
own 12-piece orchestra with Selda 


each subscriber getting capital stock | seeming to suddenly go to pieces. | Castle and Red Thomas, vocalists, 
to the amount nearest 25% of the|This simply means the robins are | and Kenny and Arlene Draper, dance 


amount he may pay 
ing rights. 
nal value of $1, will be handed out 
at a price of $5. No subscriber can | 
take more or less than his allotment, 
which means that if the license fee 


for perform- 


chirping. 


selves. 

Time shifts, changes in the com- 
| petition, all affect C.A.B. standings. 
|This fall spurters have 


included | 


Again toward late Octo-| team. 
The paper, with a nomi-| ber the popularities reassert them- | 


Swicegood’s Aide 


Atlanta, Nov. 7. 
Jess Swicegood, manager of 


of a station is $10,000, he will be | Helen Menken, who hopped from 6| WAGA, has appointed Paul Over- 


obliged to purchase $2.500 worth 
(500 shares) of the stock if he wants 
any. 

In setting Feb. 1, 
deadline on the issue, Broadcast Mu- 
sic said that contributions will be 
returned and licenses cancelled if 
subscriptions are inadequate to fi- 
mance operations. The paper will 
be offered to ail potential licensees 
on the 1 to 4 basis. 

Since the corporation is entering 
an unchartered field, little informa- 
tion about financial arrangements 


can be given, the SEC was told. No| 


budget has been set up, nothing was 
said about salaries likely to be paid 
the general manager or other exec- 
utives, and about the only info of 


this sort was the remark that Broad- | 


cast Music expects to take in $1,600,- 


000 a year from stations acquiring | 


licenses. In addition, the treasury 
would contain $400,000 from sale of 
the stock. Amount required to run 
the business cannot be even esti- 
mated at this time, it was said. 
Big push by propagandists and 
salesmen is contemplated, the papers 
revealed. In outlining the set-up 
and modus operandi, registrant ex- 
plained that public relations exec- 
utive would be one of the pay-roll- 
ers and hinted at an aggressive 
drive to woo business from ASCAP. 





Jimmie Britt’s Title 


Boston, Nov. 7. 
Jimmie Britt has been given the 
title of director of the sports an- 
nouncing staff of the Yankee and 
Colonial networks. New job starts 
Jan. 1. 
Britt will be assigned to cover the 


| to 10.3. Sponsor is Bayer. 
| Some differences must be figured 


| bay, 


formerly of the program de- 
partment, as his assistant so that he 


|in this season because the CBS ‘hia-| can devote himself mainly to sales 


itime. This influenced the re-start- 


| tent. 


1940, as the} tus’ policy was in force for the first | promotion and matters of policy. 
| Recent 
ing dates of programs to some ex- | 


addition to the station’s 
sales staff is J. H. Macy, former rep 
for the Kohler Co. 





Equity Inclined to 
On Telecast 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| A scale for salaries in television 
which uses legit players principally 
is still in process of consideration 
by an Actors’ Equity Assn. commit- 
| tee but progress has been made in 
| clarifying the situatior. and it is pos- 
| sible that plays will be televised 
| from Broadway stages, as proposed, 
| sometime during the season. Before 
ithe new rules covering pay, re- 
| hearsals and working conditions are 
| finally adopted, they will be okayed 
|by an advisory board made up of 
| representatives of the several actor- 
artists unions whose people appear 
in telecasts. 

One major point decided on is to 
completely change the pay require- 
ments for legit stage performances. 
Present rule calls for players to be 
paid a full week’s salary for one 
telecast of the show. Equity con- 
cedes that such requirement is ex- 
cessive. Explained that when that 
rule was adopted about three years 
ago, it was designed as a protective 





Be Lenient 


Pay Scale Proble 


——» 


| the stage. No such fear is now felt 
|} and television is now regarded as 
|a new source of engagements, 
| ticularly when the new art is com- 
mercialized. 

If reasonable pay is adopted for 
telecasts made from theatres direct. 
RCA-NBC will experiment in that 
direction, employing mobile units as 
now used for sports events. CBS 
proposed telecasts of stage shows 
some time ago but that chain's 
television development is way be- 
hind schedule. No CBS telecasts 
of same kind are being sent out. 

Recently Max Gordon aimed to 
televise over NBC-RCA his new mu- 
sical ‘Very Warm For May’ from 
the stage but was stumped by the 
full week’s salary rule. He protest- 
ed and the proposed change is a 
result. Equity has been assured by 
the Screen Actors Guild that it is 
supporting the lead of Equity in as- 
suming jurisdicticn of television but 
the formation of an advisory board 
is still believed to be the solution 








Boston Red Sox and Bees training| measure, since it was not known | as to which union or unions will 


camps. 


whether television would imperil 


meme = 


| formally take over, 


par- | 


KDKA’s Big Doings 


” 
fe 





Chicago, Nov. 
| Flock of Chicago 

'especially radio time buyers, rattled 
to Pittsburgh over the weekend to 
attend opening of new KDKA trans- 
|mitter. Headed by NBC-ites Harry 


radio people, 


Elias, executive director of Station WWNC, Asheville, N. C 
points out that VaARIety erred in its recent story concerning the new sta- 
tion, WISE, located in the same market. 
between the ownership or management of the newcomer and the old es- 
tablished station, now in its 12th year, 


AEM. Asks $4500,000 Annually — 


In New Contract with Broadcasters 


John Erskine, who guested Sunday (5) on ‘Metropolitan Opera Auditions 
(WJZ), planed in from the Coast for the 


He flew back again immediately after 


the broadcast to resume his magazine series on film personalities, 

Guests on the show are paid a nominal fee, but in every case the coin 
is turned over to the Metropolitan, of which Erskine is one of the directors, 
His daughter, Anna Erskine, scripts the show, but she wasn't present at 
the broadcast, being in Boston for the Monday (6) opening of the new 
Dwight Wiman production, ‘Mornings at Seven,’ for which she’s assistant 


Two additions to the growing bookshelf on matters radio have recently 
appeared. One, Erik Barnouw’s ‘Handbook of Radio Writing’ 
Brown), is notable for the realistic details given on the literary market 
in radio. The other, a compilation of excerpts on ‘Radio Censorship’, edited 
by H. B. Saunders, of Kansas State College, is perhaps the most useful 
and factual reference work on the moot question thus far published. 
Majority of works on censorship have had an axe to grind. Saunders has 
edited and H. W. Wilson has published a straight fact-and-quote book. 


(Little, 





’ 
There is no connection whatever 


Elias is at the Savoy-Plaza, N. Y,, 





New Masses, pro-leftist weekly, is starting a series of articles in its 
John L. Spivak has been researching 
Having interviewed Stanley Boynton, of 
Aircasters, Inc., and sundry others, the series is being anticipated with 
much curiosity by the broadcaster bloc in that area. 





| In addition to arriving at a new 
|} Jump sum that the union expects the 


To Pittsburgh For — 


Kopf, in charge of network sales, and | 


Oliver Morton, chief of local and 


national spot sales. 


| From the agencies were N. J. 
Kavanaugh of Roche, Williams & 


Cunnyngham, George Duram and H 
H. Hudson of Kastor, Ed Fellers of 
Presba, Fellers & Presba, H. L. 
Hulsebus of Stack-Goble, Tom Kiv- 
lan of George Hartman, Ray Rey- 
nolds of Rogers & Smith, Harlow 
Roberts of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, R. J. Scott of Schwimmer & 
Scott, Holly Shively of Lord & 
Thomas, Frank Steel of McJunkin, 
Lou Nelson of Wade, Myrtle Wright 
lof Henri, Hurst & McDonald, Her- 
lman Groeth of John H. Dunham 
Margaret Wylie of J. Walter Thomp- 


son, 


Pitt Shindig 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 7. 


Biggest party in local radio his- 
tory was tossed by KDKA over 


Occasion was dedication 
of station’s new transmitter and 
Manager Sherman Gregory hosted 
| more than 100 guests, .nost of them 
|coming from New York and Chi- 
cago. Claire Trevor, star of ‘Alle- 
gheny Uprising,’ who was here for 
| picture’s premiere, stayed over to 
break the proverbial bottle of cham- 


| week-end. 


| pagne at the transmitter’s base in 
presence of Major Lenox R. Lohr, 
Frank Conrad and Mayor Scully. 


Eleven five-minute predictions of de- | 
velopments of the future by indus- | 


| trial and civic leaders were engraved 
on wax transcription discs and sealed 
away in a glass crypt as part of the 
exercises. 


Ford’s lowa Styles 





- 


Des Moines, Nov. 7. 
Gwen McCleary has a new pro- 


doing a style, travel and historic 
story combo on Iowa. 

Ford is also carrying a spot cam- 
paign of four announcements a day 
on the three Iowa Cowles’ stations. 





Washington, Nov. 7. 
Arthur Daly, WRC-WMAL pro- 
ducer, has left to take a job in the 
radio department of N. W. Ayer, 
New York. He was formerly with 
the Henry Souvaine program bu- 
reau and with NBC in Radio City. 
Has been fathering blue network 





dios for a year. 


gram for Ford on WMT-KSO-KRNT | 


ARTHUR DALY TO N. W. AYER 


programs from the Washington stu- | 


broadcasters to spend on musicians 
annually the executive board of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
last week modified the established 


scale applying to transcription li- 
braries. The board will meet again 


| Nov. 20 to get the reaction of the 
negotiating committee of the Inde- 
pendent Radio Network Affiliates to 
the AFM’s new payroll allocation of 
$4,500,000, which is $1,500,000 more 
a year than the industry has been 
under agreement to pay for the past 
two years. The present contract 
between IRNA and the Federation 
expires Jan. 18. 

While the industry as a whole is 
asked to increase its outlay for mu- 
siclans by 50°, the budget for the 
networks’ key stations in New York, 
Chicago and Los Angeles is sched- 
uled to become doubled. The cur- 
rent contract obligates these outlets 
to spend minimum 


a of $60,000 a 
year each. The new agreement calls 
for $120,000 a year from each of 
these sources. These payrolls ere 


not part of the quota set for the in- 
dustry as a whole. 

The revised scale adopted by the 
AFM board means a 33 1-3% 
tion for musicians 
transcription libraries, and makes 
the half-hour rate for library 
form with the rate which applies for 
commercial recordings. In the lat- 
ter case it’s $18 for a quarter-hour 
platter and $24 for a half-hour plat- 


reauc- 
employed on 


cone 


ter. Under the previous arrange- 
ment work on sustaining discs was 
treated in quarter-hour lots, so that 


a half-hour recording job for li- 
braries was figured at $36 per man. 
The new rule, however, does pro- 
vide that the program recorded on 
this basis must derive from a single 
continuity or script. 


OLD GOLD THINKS 
IT OVER, THEN QUITS 


Old Gold has decided to lay off 
network radio for a while after the 
30b Benchley show comes to a close 
Nov. 14. The agency on the account, 

{Lennen & Mitchell, talked about 
various other programs but there 
was no real enthusiasm. 

Lorillard’s decision makes vacant 
the 8-8:30 p.m. spot on the red link 
Saturday nights which the account 
| had reserved earlier in the fall. The 
intention had been to move to this 
spot from Tuesday night, Nov. 25. 

There is a good possibility of Lor- 
illard putting on a network show in 
behalf of Union Leader, one of the 
smoking tobaccos it packages. The 
L.&M. agency is working on a show 
to submit to the account. 








Mawhinney in Arizona 





Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Les Mawhinney, former KNX 
news bureau manager, has been 


named manager of KYCA, Prescott, 
Arizona, 

Station 
’ Dec. 15. 


sends out its first signal 
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NBG, GBo aT AND 
IN THE WIN 


By BEN BODEC 


Regardless of the manifold steps 
which Elliott Roosevelt’s Transcon- 
tinental Broadcasting System has al- 
ready taken, New York advertising 
agency circles are of the opinion that 
NBC and Columbia hold the key to 
any fourth network’s future. Black- 








Hearts and Flowers 


Montreal, Nov, 7. 

Jake Briel, of N. W. Ayer & 
Son, Philly, talked of return to 
sentimental trends in advertis- 
ing copy before the Advertising 
Club of Montreal last week. 

Briel said age of romance was 
returning and that advertising 
copy writers were capitalizing 
On it. Pointed to books and 
Songs of past two years as indi- 
cation of current feelings. 











ett-Sample-Hummert, the agency 
which inspired Roosevelt’s project, 
finds itself badly stymied by NBC} 


and CBS’ ban on instantaneous 


transcriptions for miscellaneous re- | 


broadcasting, and, as other agency 
men see it, the outlook of the Trans- 
continental stratagem depends on 
how far these two networks will go 
in modifying their policy. 

Efforts of NBC and Columbia to 
obtain some light on the B-S-H ob- 
jectives and maneuvers from 
agency's Chicago office have proved 
fruitless. Glenn Sample has told 
these inquirers that he didn’t know 


what it was all about, while Hill 
Blackett, Republican committeeman 
from Illinois, has likewise excused 


himself from having any connection 
with the Transcontinental 
What has mystified the trade more 
wian anything else is the part that 
George Tormey, v.p. of the New York 
division of the agency, has been 
playing -in Roosevelt's latest project. 
It has been the custom for all orders 
on American Home Products and 
Sterling Products business to come 
out of the Chicago agency. The 
photostat version of the order which 
Roosevelt’s associates have been 
flashing out in Chicago among 
prospective’ station allies. carries 
Tormey's” signature, even though 
it is written on the letterhead of 
the B-S-H Chicago office. The order 
NBC and CBS as a curious 
one, since it makes no mention what- 
ever of the number of stations or 


strikes 


rates 
Mutual’s Problem 
It is generaily agreed in the trade 
that the Roosevelt undertaking 


looms as a real and direct threat 
to Mutual Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert may find itself compelled to go 
all the way with its stratagem and 


| through 


that | 


PEPSI-COLA LOCALLY 
BACKS AIR GAME 


San Francisco, Nov. 7. 

The Answer Game, on KFRC 26 
weeks last year for Wieland’s Beer, 
has been purchased by Pepsi-Cola, 
Newell Emmett Co., New 
York City. Starts Friday, Nov. 10, 
8:00-8:30 p. m. 

Show is question-answer 
using telephones and charts. 


idea 





Tom Mix Ghost | Stil Is 


Chicago, “Nov. 7. 
Russell Thorson was ‘Tom Mix’ for 


| public consumption but not for long. 


setup. | 


}erating at 


fe 


accept what Transcontinental is able | 


to line up in the way 
With 20 hours a week made avail- 
able from this source, other stations 
now listed with Mutual may in due 
time become covetous enough to dis- 
regard their Mutual allegiance and 
take the business. Mutual’s top men 
are making no attempts to veil their 
bitter resentment of the treatment 
that they have received from Black- 
elt-Sample-Hummert during the past 
two weeks, This chagrin derives par- 
ticularly from the alleged circum- 
Stance that while Mutual was be- 
ing spurred by B-S-H to line up an 
evening two-hour schedule the order 
from Tormey was already on the 
way to the organizers of Transcon- 
tinental 

From other quarters in the trade 


comes the speculation that Mutual 


aggre nove to eaptu sla 
from Roosevelt ha rroved eq y 
embarrassing to Blackett-San 

Hummert Mutual i being com- 
pared in these quarte! to an out- 
sider who suddenly intrudes him- 
self in a deceptive play that a sand 


‘ 
’ "7 
tt football team 


The outsider grabs ; 
but the team, instead of chasing the 
intruder, merely substitutes another 
ball and goes on with its play 
Mutual last week reminded its af- 
filiates that if they co-operated with 
Mutual on this B-S-H development 


they ‘would be certain to go on re- 


yt 
a} + ' pita 
S about to execule 


the ball and run 


ceiving Mutual’s program service.’ 
Mutual denied that this was_ in- 
tended as a threat. It was, however, 
indicated that litigation is in store 
for the Texas State Network if it 


becomes part of the Transcontinental 
hookup. Mutual’s contract with the 
TSN has until September, 1941, to 
§0 and provides that TSN may not 
ally itself with another national web 


under terms and conditions which 
are less favorable than those re- 
ceived from Mutual. Latter gives 


the Texas link 85% of its card rate. 
The Transcontinental contract stipu- 
lates 30° 


It is reported that Transcontinental 


of stations. | 


After granting the player billing, the 
sponsor, Ralston, sent through an 


order nixing any press mentions of | 


who ghosts for the cowboy hero. 
Want the kids to think it 
is the original 


WDSM on 18-Hr. Sked 


Milwaukee, Nov. 7. 

WDSM, is now op- 
Superior on an 18-hour 
daily schedule. Fred A. Baxter is 
prexy of the new broadcasting com- 
pany; James J. Conroy, secretary; 
Robert D. Kennedy, station manager, 
and James Payton, program director. 

WDSM is a Mutual affiliate. 


New station, 


Thwart 


Washington, Nov. 7. 


lo 


fepercussions from inter-web 


fight over the World Series broad- 
casts are likely, involving a new test 
of the Federal Communications 
Commission's regulatory powers and 
right to supervise relations between 
chains and affiliates Reopening of 
the network-monopoly 
ible, following Commish decli- 
interest 


investigation 
is pOs 
sion to see whether public 
was violated by 
for MBS to provide the 
promised Gillette Razor. 

Formal steps to determine wheth- 
er CBS, NBC, or other influence wa 


coverage 


had by last weekend signed up 30- 
odd statior Roosevelt ited last 
veek that |! had 88 statior the 
ba | Monday oD) 

il 

{ t ) t D ] I 

k M ) ) ) if ) 
f KCMO, Ka i { 1 eved 
» be one of tl ef yt n 
ye Tr i con i] Dp mp I 
I Vail ilso 1 ) the ( 
Drug Co., K. C. sto Roost 
velt's New York associate tate that 


Emerson Radio and Pepsi-Cola have 
contracted to share his commentator 
service over the proposed new net- 
work on a five-times-a-week basis 
and that his deal with B-S-H in- 
volves the withdrawal from NBC of 
three quarter-hour daily strips and 
two such packages from Ccotumbia. 

Transcontinental, a Dele vare cor- 
poration, is said have Texas back- 
ing, but stock will be sold, if de- 
sired, to station men strictly as indi- 
About $200.000 worth of this 


ficials, it is 


viduals 
stock will be offered to of 
understood. 

Transcontinental is offering radio 
stations membership in the proposed 
new network on a guaranteed basis 
of 15 hours of time weekly to be 
compensated at 30% of rate card up 
to a total of 21 hours weekly. Above 
21 hours the station would get 50% 
of its card rate for time. 





‘GREEN HORNET’ Chicago Invasion 


really 


making it difficult | 





Duluth, Nov. 7. 
Martin Olson, 27-year - old 
‘character actor’ at WEBC here, 
cast off for Chicago last week, 


TO NBC BLUE 


| announcing that ‘Ill make 
eee |} Blackett-Sample-Hummert or 
| starve.’ 
Detroit, Nov. 7. | While WEBC doesn't think 
WXYZ’'s ‘Green Hornet’ serial he'll starve they feel he may 





moves from Mutual to NBC Blue as 
sustainer on Nov. 16, hitting ozone 
| thereafter on Thursdays and Satur- 
‘days at 8 p.m. Was Tuesdays and 
| Thursdays heretofore. 


have coined a new slogan for the 
conquest of the west. 











NBC its freezing time for half hour 


: MAJ. BOWES SHOW 
show and oftered to entre Be Web| NOT IN MONTREAL 


Shift is being made, according to! - 
H. Allen Campbell, WXYZ’s general | Montreal. Nov. 7 
manager, because station is desirous Major Bowes (Chrysler) is not 
of selling serial to a national sponsor being fed to Station CKAC this sea- 
| instead of sectional sponsors, as has! son. Chrysler Motors appears to be 
been done on WXYZ's ‘Lone Ranger’ | concentrating heavily on newspaper 
now going out over Mutual and and magazine display copy. Major 
| numerous other stations. Bowes is third major program lost 
| Serial, dealing with lawbreakers to private French-language stations 
| within the law, first broadcast Jan. here. Ford Symphony Hour was 
13, 1936, over WXYZ and Michigan cancelled because of the government 
network and was extended to Mutual ban on W. J. Cameron. Provincial I 
Hour was taken off CKAC by 


on April 12, 1938. 
| New setup will necessitate only former Premier Duplessis prior to 
one broadcast of serial. In place of election campaign. 

Provincial Hour formerly origin- | 


the two broadcasts in past, one to, 
WXYZ and State Web and other to ated at CKAC and was fed to a pri- | 





| Mutual. | vate net. It is understood that the} 
. ————___—_—_—_———— | Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has put 

{in a bid for the Provincial Hour, 
| Sponsored Emergency | offering time and lines free with 
| Sear ,Quebec Government to pay for 
. * talent only. Should Premier God- 

Des Moines, Nov. 7. bout accept CBC offer Provincial 


I Because workmen cut the wrong 
| cable,,. WHO, Des Moines, was with- 
out power for more than an hour 
{last week but were able to patch 
in with a portable control panel and 


Hour would likely go over the CBC 
regional net. 


Heidt From Youngstown 


|resume broadcasting with only 50 Akron, Nov. 7 

seconds lost time. Lighting in the} Horace Heidt’s’ Brigadiers will 
studios was by means of Aladdin} broadcast next Tuesday’s air date 
Mantle Lamps pressed into service; for Tums (Pot 0’ Gold) from 
from an advertising display window |) Youngstown. Heidt opens a four- 
| next to the studios. | day run at the Palace here Friday 


(10), 
Then moves to Youngstown’s Pal- 
'ace Tuesday. 


Aladdin Lamps have been adver-| 
tising on WHO’s Iowa Barn Dance 
Frolic programs for eight years. 


C Probes Alleged CBS-NBC Pressure 


Mutual World’s Series 


exerted on stations which Mutual; was any attempt made to get you 


tried to tie up for the sports event} to back out? 


were taken last week. Letters were 2. If you failed to air the game 
dispatched by the Commish to all; was it because the progra I 
license-holders asking their experi-| not offered, whether your request 
ence with the ball game programs.! for permission to participate in the 
Regulators want to know what! broadcasts were rejected, or wheth 
transmitters aired the swatfest|er you were intimidated into not 

| descriptions, if they had any trouble} carrying the descriptions? 

| clearing time, and whether attempts The responses, which are required 
were made to block the airing by Wednesday (15), are to be studied 


surprise, although! by the law department before being 


hat Mutual people! scrutinized by the four-man commit- 
FCC support to} tee which steered last long 


Inquiry was a 
it was known t 


had tried to enlist winter 


line up the plants needed to sup-/ investigation of chain practices and 
plement their net’s own facilities.’ heard loud squawks from Mutual 
Before the series, Fred Weber and about the unfair limitations imposed 
other chain execs registered infor-| on affiliates by NBC and CBS. Prob 
m il yUAaAW kK witn the PCC about ible t} it ummo! = will pO Out 10 
the alleged conspiracy by rivals to} representatives of the other web 
yrevent ) le ly-o 1 affil-' and t Con 1 ma cal x 
ror t MBS pro In- | tl I leper t tra t 
1 { n- | te ) *t t 
’ : 1, + 

i i ) VIB 5 11d | ; 
not ) ) il b id W 
( t rE ( [ com to ( 

er 

T ' ae 

t r t JU ? 

) { Ly f fl iD Lé i 

vebs to ( iffilia } izh ¢ ) é ) which atf¥ilia ’ 
unused options, as well as the prop-| t ed up for long period throug 
osition of giving any chain exclu-| five-year contracts 
sive right to some feature of wide The squabble about the Worl 
interest So far. the FCC has: Serie dramatizes the _. situation. 
evinced little interest in the latter; called to the FCC's attention month 


subject of | ago by Caldwell, counsel 
protests to Judge K. M. Landis, ! for 
horsehide ezar, when Mutual sewed hearing. 


to the Yankee- | intensify 


question, which was the Louis GQ. 
Mutual in che chain-monopoly 
Fearful the rivals would 
their grasp on independent 
Caldwell moved ineffectu- 
Chang of Heart ally to have the Commish issue an 

What the C to know | Order preserving the status quo, pro- 
most is why certain stations first! hibiting the web cter 
criptions and| any agreements with affiliates until 
then welched or how it happened, the legality of relations had been 
that transmitters cancelled | settled in the report. No action evei 
subsequent broadcasts after the first; was taken on this suggestion, which 


+, 
Z 


up the air privilege 
Reds tiff 


ymmish want 


from extending 






agreed to carry the de 


some 


game was aired. Information on) Still is ‘under consideration’ by the 
these points is desired in response| lawyers and which other partie 
to two questions, substantially as; maintain was improper since the in 
follows: |} quiry was not an ‘adversary p 

, 


ceeding’. 


' . If you carried the programs, | 
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UTUAL FIGHTS 
RANGLONT INE 


By DAN GOLDBERG 
Chicago, Nov. 7 

In the second week of maneuver- 
ings, out of which a new coast-to- 
coast network is announced as an 
impending reality the most unmis- 
takably clear fact seemed to be this: 
Mutual was unalterably opposed to 
the whole undertaking, saw it as a 
threat to itself, anticipated whole- 
sale raids on Mutual stations and 
was furiously anxious to cancel out 
the advantage ined by the Elliott 
Roosevelt camp, daddies of the new 
Transcontinental sting Sys- 
tem, in being able to boast of whole- 
sal. time committments from Black- 
ett-Sample Hummert. 


Also at this point in the drama of 
plot and counter-plot which has had 
the long distance telephone and tele- 
fraph wires buzzing it develops that 
the spontaneous tendency within the 
trade to refer to ‘the Elliott Roose- 
velt network’ is as unpopular with 
the President’s son as is the alterna- 
tive tendency of others to talk about 
‘the Blackett-Sample-Hummert web.’ 

Center of the wrangle between 
Transcontinental and Mutual is 
much-talked-of block purchase of 
time by Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency for Sterling Products and 
American Home Products. Transcon- 
tinental execs last week were flash- 
ing a photostat of a letter to Trans- 
continental from George Tormey, v.p 
of B-S-H. Letter read: 

‘After reviewing the proposition 
which you set forth with our clients, 
Sterling Products, Inc., and Ameri- 
can Home Products, Inc., they have 
instructed us to order from you the 
following: 

‘Two hours of day time, 2:00 p.m 











Sroadca 


| to 4:00 p.m. and two hours of night 
| time, 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., 


New 
York time, the days to be Monday 
through Friday inclusive, for a 
period of one year starting January 
1, 1940. 

‘So please accept this letter as a 
firm and binding order.’ 

This letter was written on Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert Agency's Chi- 
cago office stationery, but dated 
from New York on Oct. 31. 

With Mutual negoti:ting on _ its 


own for block business with the same 


Transcontinental 


DOY followed the photostat up with 
I I 


two clients, the 
a plain typewritten note signed by 
E. Frank Hummert denying any such 
leal with Mutual. Thi 

‘It has been brought to my atten- 
tion that a statement ha made 
that orders for two hour blocks of 
been issued to Mutual 
Broadcasting System for Sterling 
Products and American Home Prod- 
ucts, which I represent. 

‘This statement is not 
ued to 


note read 
been 


‘ 
ime 


have 


true No 
orders have been is Mutual 
for these blocks of time, nor are any 


contemplated at present 
Th note was on a blank sheet of 
paper and dated Nov. 1! 
Transcontinental exer continued 
; f quick ‘ 
€ > il id 
I ri¢ i- 
e- 
e J 
Wire ee 
f ( T ty @ 
) T) " 
1O 
rrancontinental Broad tir Sys- 
tem, Inc Was Cl tered Yesterday. 


This Company Will Operate a Na- 
tionwide Broadcasting Chain It 
Has Now 20 Hours Per Week Of 
Commercial Busine Signed. We 
Are Interested In O‘ferins You An 
Affiliation And Can Guarantee The 
Above 20 Hours Of Immediate Com- 
mercial Business At The Start 
Than 50 Stations ire 
Signed Would Like To Have You 
Meet Us In Ch 0 Friday, Nov. 3 
At Blackstone Hotel To Discuss 
Terms And Cond ns Of Contract 
Please Wire Me At Blackstone Hotel 
Tomorrow Whether We Can Expect 
You. Please Come Prepared To Sign 
Contract.’ 
(Signed) John A. 


Adams. 





director 
adopted 


Jimmy Willson, program 
ff WWL, New Orleans, has 


a Sé 1 daugnt 
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BUREAU OF MISSING 


(Creative salesmanship, as distinct from merely being on 
hand to accept the orders, is increasingly represented by at- 
tractive packages, the advance preparation ot programs tie-ups 
or other arrangements which, in themselves, offer a plausible 
appeal to the prospective client. In the considerations of - 
cific types of ‘missing business’ by this department there has 
often been uncovered a fairly general absence of the 
element in the account solicitation, Now, on the threshold of 


i roe, Chri as ‘nings for the | 
the great annual retail splurge, Christmas, the openings for d 
numerous, obvious, 1mme- | 
of the more loaded | 


creative side in station selling are 
diate and practical. But as regards some 
stations there is no available time, 


ONLY 48 DAYS TO CHRISTMAS 


used toys for repair and distribution 
to under-privileged tots by local fire 
department. Pro ect collected some 
33,000 tovs last year. There is some 
possibility of program being spon- 
sored. 

WCBM is active in retail shop- 
ping build-up and WCAO claims 
time so crowded no extended time 
available but will invite representa- 
tion on daily evening participating 
layout to be cleared for holiday use. 


Xmas Heart-Tug Program 
Baltimore, Nov. 7. 

Increased interest in radio use for 
Christmas promotion by department 
stores and particularly specialty 
shops is noted by all stations here. 
Major department stores are prob- 
ably going in for extended programs 
instead of spot blurbs of previous 
years. 

WBAL is utilizing twice weekly 
half hour Santa Claus period with 
invitation to meet that personality 
in toy department of pop priced 
stores. Has also sold daily morn- 
ing chatter period to major store for| Santa Claus is the centrepiece of 
gift and shopping suggestions. Sev- | the special Christmas programming 
eral participating periods being al-| jocally, Station WAVE has a 30- 
lotted for exclusive holiday buying. | minute program from Ben Snyder's 


‘Santa Claus’ Aeroplane 
Louisville, Nov. 7. 


WBFR is utilizing participating | department store whereby kiddies 
spot layouts and reviving popular | talk over the telephone to the jolly 
toy scout idea of last year. This! one, he doing his stuff from the ra- 


angle handled by Ralph Powers in- | dio station. WHAS broadcasts quar- 
vites Juves to get badges designating | ter hours which have a grand bally- 
them as scouts in the collection of hoo climax when Santa Claus arrives 








‘creative | 





AVAILABLE FOR RADIO! 





DAMON 
RUNYON’S 


Famous Characters 


OE TURP 


and His Unpredictable Wife 


ETHEL 


Portrayed By 


LOCK: SULL 














Exclusive Representative 


WILLIAM GERNANNT 
52! FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 








BUSINES 


at the airport in an aeroplane and 
thousands of kids and WHAS mikes 
are there to greet him. 

Bills’ Consolidated, which operates 
17 auto accessory stores in Kentucky 
and Indiana is sponsoring on behalf 
of its toy sidelines. 

WGRC is working on some spe- 
cials for XMAS which are not ready 
to shoot yet. 


St. Louis Stores Close-Minded 
St. Louis, Nov. 7. 
With the Associated Retailers of 
St. Louis, which includes practically 
|every downtown retail store, stand- 


aloof from radio advertising except 
for two one-shots yearly, there is 
little likelihood of an increase in 
Xmas biz for 
this year and they are not design- 
ing any new programs for sponsor- 
ship. Currently the retailers are 
using announcements over all sta- 


tions to plug ‘St. Louis Day,’ which | 


is Nov. 18. 

Announcements have been sold by 
Edward P. Schutz, sales manager of 
WIL to precede and follow the 
station 
Double the usual rate is charged for 
these announcements. The _ station 
doesnt permit sponsorship of this 
| special program and uses talent that 

is rarely heard because it has dis- 
|; covered you can’t fool the kiddies 
| by calling a regular gabber Santa 
| Claus, ete. 

Robert Sampson reports station 
| KWK has a sponsor lined up for 
jits Christmas Builder program 
| starting Dec. 1 and running until 

Xmas Eve. The station ‘refuses 

bankrolling of its famous ‘Around 

the Corner Club’ which 
to helping the needy through 
generosity of radio listeners, 

KXOK has nailed a bankroll for 
its Santa Claus programs that start 
Nov. 24 and run to Xmas Eve. Ray 
V. Hamilton, sales manager, said 
program, 15 minutes, 5 times a week, 
will be designed to catch the kiddies 
and grownups alike. 

Merle S. Jones, general manager 
of KMOX explains that the heavy 
commercial sked now, being car- 
ried by this CBS station precludes 
any special Xmas biz builder pro- 
| grams. Ed Hamlin, sales manager 
at KSD, reports the same situation 
exists there except that a few spots 
are open on Saturday which spon- 
sors don't consider so hot and there- 
fore the station is making no plans 
for extra efforts to sell Xmas time. 
Al S. Foster, general manager at 
WEW said the station’s policy is to 
build up steady, solid business and 
no special effort is being made to 
harness bankrollers for Xmas biz. 
| Efforts also for this variety of biz 
| is stymied by the retailers. 

Strike Crimps Detroit 
Detroit, Nov. 7. 

Labor strife, the perennial 
and alibi of Detroit, is handicapping 
possible Christmas splurging by re- 
tailers. Some 100,000 idle workers 
is no aid to outlook. Not likely sta- 
tions will burst suspenders planning 
special programs. Instead will slip 
in the spots where there’s demand 
and room. Many stations are near- 
loaded anyhow. 

What time is available on stations 
is often not highly rated by mer- 
chants who, although they are only 
once-a-year customers, want all the 
best of it. 

WXYZ has several run-of-mine 
Christmas programs planned but 
department stores are holding off for 


the 


grief 


time being until Chrysler strike is 
settled. CKLW is offering couple 
of recorded programs but can’t be 


sure of their time schedules because 
of Canadian war demands on sta- 
tions, WJBK expects to sell record- 
ed Christmas programs while 
WMBC is content with its current 
biz from stores. All stations report 
an accelerated interest in radio from 
jewelry, department and toy stores, 
and see a decided pickup if the 
Chrysler dispute is cleared up. 
Frisco’s Inferiority Complex 
San Francisco, Nov. 7. 
Frisco stations, due to perpetual 
lack of enthusiasm for radio on part 
of big department stores, anticipate 
little or no business from that source 





for Christmas. NBC has waxed a 
series of dramatized fairy tales 
|called ‘Once Upon a Time’ set as 


sustainer but for 
of KSFO expects 
ness, come Santa 


sale. Phil Lasky 
some spot busi- 
Claus time, but 


Says it’s too early yet. KFRC and 
KYA ditto. 
| Emporium, Hale Bros. and White 


House advertising departments re- 
port no plans, with latter emphatic 





on no use of radio for Christmas or 





ing pat on its policy of remaining | 


the six local stations | 


special Christmas program. 


is devoted | 


= 


—s 





_ other time. City of Paris store , ing chore on each quarter hour, De- 
| doesn't know yet. Used some spots | signed to do institutional job only, 
\last year. Albert S. Samuels, leading | No merchandise or commercial plugs 
| jeweler, intermittent user of radio, |—just intro that department store is 
| has no plans. | presenting singers from various local 

| churches. 


Radio men contacted, recalling past | : : 
holiday seasons, see no reason for The series will be staggered on 


hope that this one will be better. | schedule and will run until Dec, 25, 
Ward Ingrim, sales manager of | —— ; 
KFRC, says station has or can get | Good Boys Expect Gifts 2 
shows, but doubts stores will show | Dallas, Nov, 7. 
interest. In general, stores here are| Because the Dallas stations them- 
definitely anti-radio, and Stations | selves believe in Santa Claus and 
have hope of little but negligible | think they have been good boys they 


are apparently not planning any- 
thing much, feeling that they’ll be 
rewarded anyhow. Moreover all the 
time is taken. 

Lone Star Gas will sponsor Evan- 
gelist Quartet Christmas eve for a 
|half hour on WFAA. This is or- 
| dinarily a morning program. Dallas 
| Building & Loan will bankroll Pres- 
| byterian Church Choir’s_ oratorio 
| Christmas morning. 

WRR is vaguely figuring on a toy 


spot stuff, which is yet to appear. 
Too Early in K. C. 
Kansas City, Nov. 7. 
Stations generally report ‘too early | 
on Christmas plans’ and few are 
|underway yet. Some are just put- 
ting over Thanksgiving deals now. 
Consensus is most stores buy 
extra time for Christmas biz. Some 
of which are year round time buyers 
/and some only Christmas season. 





WHB reports a new account in special for a department store. 
- « 
| Union Clothing Co. Now buying | 


Jewelers’ Pre-Xmas Splurge 
Schenectady, Nov. 7. 
| —_——— | Rudolph’s, jewelers (chain or- 
Sears-Roebuck Angels Santa ganization with headquarters in 
Des Moines, Nov. 7. Syracuse), and National Accessories 
A Santa Claus program for Sears-; Stores, Inc. (chain organization for 
Roebuck will open on KRNT next automobile supplies, with headquar- 
week. ters in Utica), purchased added an- 
Marian Schissel doing a song and | nouncements for pre-Christmas cam- 
story act with Eddie Truman at the paigns on WGY, Schenectady. Na- 
piano, tional also taking time for announce- 
| | ments on WIBX, Utica. 

Leighton & Nelson is the agency. 


| news with special emphasis to come | 
on holiday biz. 


Christmas Carols on KJR 
Seattle, Nov. 7. 
Starting Dec. 4, Bon Marche, large 





| C. A. Briggs Co. (H-B Cough 
local department store, begins spon- | Drops) is using 1l-minute evening 
|soring 15-minute Christmas carol | announcements on WGY, Schenec- 
| programs over KJR, daily Monday |tady, twice weekly to Feb. 2, 


through Saturday. All church de- | through Horton Noyes Agency, Bos- 


nominations tied in with choirs do- | ton. 
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WPA SYMPHS 
WAXED FOR 
PRESTIGE 


Boston, Nov. 7. 

To increase the repu’ tion of the 
WPA music groups and demonstrate 
their qualities, the national head- 
quarters have directed that transcrip- 
tions be made by the various units. 
They are for general release and will 
pe circulated around to the country’s | 
radio stations to be broadcast as gen- | 
eral entertainment. 

Last week twelve records were 
waxed by the Boston WPA Sym- 
phony Orchestra and Madrigal So- 
ciety at WBZ studios under the di- 





rection of Chief Announcer Bob | 
White. These are the first of many | 
records to be made 
cities of the country by the NBC | 
Transcription Department for the 
WPA. 





Bob White, Keyes Perrin, 
Chas. Gilchrest Realigned 


Boston, Nov. 7. 
Chief Announcer Bob White of 


WBZ-WBZA has been appointed 
night manager. Announcer Keyes 


Perrin has been named assistant, as- 
suming duties when White is absent. 
Bob Evans of the staff continues 
with morning Esso Newscasts, daily 
bulletins and sports and also takes 
over Special Events from White. 
Charles Gilchrest, former radio 
editor of the Chicago Daily News, 
handles the news and sports during 
the afternoons and evenings is also 
doing publicity, while Harry Good- 
win is in charge of sales promotion. 
The whole department of pub- 
licity, sales promotion and news | 
continues under George Harder. 





Dave Garroway's Medal 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 7. 

Dave Garroway, veteran KDKA |! 
spieler, won H. P. Davis annual | 
Memorial Award last week for best 
announcing done by any Pittsburgh 
broadcaster during the year. Cita- 
tion carries with it a gold medal and 
$100 in cash. It’s made every yeai 
out of a fund provided in will of 
Davis, former chairman of Westing- 
house board and generally known 
as ‘father of broadcasting.’ 

Walt Sickles, announcer and pro- 
fram director at WWSW, and Bob 
Shields, of KDKA, won first and 
second honorable mention, 





| 
preanennatnaivad 
Ohio Oil’s ‘Marathon Melodies,’ | 
originating on WLW, Cincinnati, has 
been handed a 13-week renewal. 
Show goes over NBC split network 
each Friday. 





4 NETWORK HITS! 
REVIEWS | 


PAUL SULLIVAN sme news 


CBS Network—39 Stations 








New Waxers on WCY 


Schenectady, Nov. 7, 

Mantle Lamp (Alladin) will spon- 
sor three quarter-hour transcrip- 
tions on WGY, Schenectady, starting 
Nov. 3, through Presba, Fellers & 
Presba, Chicago. Brown & William- 
son (Bugler tobacco) has placed 
half-hour platters of ‘Plantation 
Party’ one night weekly to April 23, 
through Russell M. Seeds, Chicago, 
and the same agency spotted weather 
and temperature reports twice daily 
to March 30 for Pinex. 

E. L. Knowles Co. (Rub-ine) using 





station breaks on WGY three nights | 
| weekly to March 15 via Lawrence 
i'M. O'Connell, 


Springfield, Mass. 


Lipton Tea Co. takes 10 
Young & Rubicam. 

Chris Hansen _ Laboratories 
(Junket) of Little Falls, N. Y., is 
using one-minute transcriptions 
placed by Mitche!l-Faust. 

Domino Citrus Assn. of Braden- 
ton, Fla. participating in WGY 
Hevenor Agency, Albany. 


station 
| breaks weekly to Dec. 29, through 


RENE MORIN FILLS 
CBC CHAIR PRO TEM 


| Montreal, Nov. 7. 
Rene Morin, vice-chairman of the 
| Board of Governors of the Canadian 


| Broadcasting Corp., has accepted 
| post as acting chairman of the CBC 
| due to resignation of L. W. Brock- 
'ington. No immediate successor to 
| Brockington has yet been mentioned, 
| though several candidates eligible for 
'the post have been unofficially dis- 
cussed in trade circles. 

Understanding is that Morin was 
offered position as permanent chair- 
man but was unable to accept due 
to other commitments. 











| Ed Gardner is taking time out 


jin L. A. to do his 


,good news Thursday. 
| 


Marin Rice has 


‘Archie’ bit on 





been added to 


in the leading | Market Basket twice weekly through | Hawkeye Dinnertime, hillbilly pro- 


| gram over the KRNT-KSO. 
violin-sax player 


He’s a 








Sloppy Performances by Actors 
Donating Services to Guild Is 
Partly Reason for N. Y. Shift 





Gulf Refining is looking forward | sult of this attitude, it is said, has 
to a general improvement of the en-| been performances ranging from in- 


| tertainment level of its Sunday night 
| show on CBS after it starts origi- 
from New York Nov. 25. 
| Also a nip-up in the stanza’s rating. 

Feeling is that the Screen Guild 
project will work out more 
from producing the Texaco program | factorily at this end because the pro- 
work with 
;|name talent that really want to do 


| something for the cause and not be- 
practically 
the assignment, as 


| nating 


gram will be able to 


cause they have 
shanghaied into 
has frequently 

Coast this 


been 


happened 
season. The 


on 


overall 


re- 


| different to thoroughly sloppy. 

| The indications are that Conrad 
| Nagel will be relieved of his In- 
ternational Silver post to serve as 
'm.c. for the Gulf-Motion Picture Re- 
lief setup while it emanates from 
New York. 


Satis- | 





Jerry Hoekstra, press agent, and 
Don Phillips, gabber, both of KMOX, 
St. Louis, are back after being bed- 
ded by illness. Hoekstra was off the 
track for several weeks with ‘strep’ 
throat, and Phillips was hospitalized 
by injuries suffered in an auto acci- 
dent while on a hunting trip. 
































E.S.T. 
for RALEIGH CIGARETTES 














UNCLE WALTER'S DOG HOUSE | 


NBC Red Network—65 re | 
Tuesday nights—10:30-11 E.S.T. | 














NBC Red Network—71 _—* 
Wednesday nights—8:30-9 E.S.T. 


for AVALON CIGARETTES 








PLANTATION PARTY 


| NBC Blue Network—76 stations 






Friday nights—9-9:30 E.S.T. ‘ 
for BUGLER CIGARETTE TOBACC 





Presented by 
BROWN & WILLIAMSON TOBACCO CORP. 
Louisville, Kentucky 
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Fast, adequate, complete, impar- 
tial news reporting is only one 
reason for WLW’S immense audi- 
ence influence—only one reason 
why today more advertisers are 
buying more time on WLW than 
ever before. 


Such news commentators as Peter 


Grant, Michael Hinn, 


Harvey 


Miller, Paul Allison, and Gordon 
Shaw have built and are building 
outstanding reputations through- 


out WLW land. 
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THE NATION'S 
most “Merchandise-Able” 
STATION | 
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WOR 


Carries 
41% more national 
spol business 
in New York 
than 
the total combined 
spol business 
carried 
by ils three 
0000 watt 
competitors, 
according to the 
lirst report 
issued by 


NATIONAL RADIO RECORDS 


Again and again, in check after check, 
WOR stands first on the must list of 


America’s greatest radio advertisers. 
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‘ Radio Daffodils ; 
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Bill Card Into Radio 
At Birthday Committee 


Bil. Card, ex NBC, who was traf- 
fic head for the radid division of 
ithe N. Y. World’s Fair, has joined 
| New York City—The advance of civilization as underwritten by RCA-| the President's Birthday Ball radio 
NBC television: a cooking lesson in how to prepare crepes suzettes has dept. at the Hotel Biltmore, N_ y, 
| been given cosmic space. Will do follow-up and research, 
He'll assist Fredericka Millet, the 
radio director. 


| 
' 




















Sheboygan, Wis.—A short time ago WHBL here received a postal card 
with the following written on it: 





Barry Blake, formerly continuity 
| writer and announcer for WFBR 
| Baltimore, now at WJSV, Washing- 
rene | ton. 

Providence—WEAN'’s ‘Man on the Street’ program was turned into ama- 
teur hour by would-be songstress Doris Caldwell. Armed with a ukelele, 
youngster approached Maury Lowe, sidewalk emcee, and when called 
upon to answer questions, offered to sing instead. Rendition won her a 
regular audition. 


‘Please announce a nice waltz for —————’s birthday. Announce it loud 
as she is a little hard of hearing and her radio has a little stadick.’ 











St. Paul—Clellan Card, on his WCCO ‘Almanac of the Air,’ has often 
commented upon the inconveniece of emptying ash trays after parties at 
his home. Last week he received a beautifully glazed piece of crockery, 
a spittoon 24 inches in diameter, from the Redwood (Minn.) Crockery Co. 
Card says the gift nixes all further ad libs on that subject. 


an 





RADIO 
STATION 


Radio station WWJ was not 





San Francisco—Free round-trip plane passage to Reno for bride, groom 
and another couple is béing offered KYA listeners by the Morgan Jewelry 
Co. with purchase of a wedding ring costing $99.50. Firm pays all ex- 
penses for the four, including taxi fare to and from the airport. Newly- | 








weds-to-be leave San Francisco in the morning and return in time for only the first station in Amer- 
lunch after being Reno-tied. Program on which the offer is made is titled ica, but it has maintained its 
‘Cupid’s Air Express.’ position as the first station in 
_ listener interest in Detroit since 

Winnipeg—Because a kidding Canadian Broadcasting Corp. program, | it was established,—a fact 





*‘Merrymakers’ Revue,’ signed up with the insignia of ‘This is the Idiotic 
Broadcasting System,’ the local Inland Broadcasting Service thinks that 
it has been insulted. The umbrage derives from the fact that the initials 

| of the two were alike. | 
Tacoma—A man giving the name of Vernon Timothy Glasgow, claiming | J AH 

_to be Rudy Vallee but whe was identified as a Seattle window washer, | ~) (a 

was taken off local passenger train and held for investigation. His features | iQ Owned and Operated by /) 
were remarkably like those of the crooner and he dished out ‘Your Time, ° C= aes aS 

Is My Time’ in attempt to impress the dicks. 

Officers contacted Oregon authorities and found Glasgow was A. W. O. 

L. from a hospital. | 


proven by every survey that 
has ever been made! 





National Representatives 


Geo. P. Hollingbery Co. 


New Vork, Chicage, San Francisco, Atlanta 


Boston—WBZ has introduced a song composed by a prisoner at the Deer 
Island House of Correction. It’s called ‘I'll Have to Stop This Dreaming.’ | 









































“i To Increase In.Price! \ 


Big changes in your radio map of Detroit and Michigan. . . 
WXYZ daylight power now upped from 1,000 to 5,000 watts 
.» + New RCA transmitter and Blaw-Knox antenna... New and 
| greatly improved location... Far wider and more intensive day 
and night coverage .. Bigger audiences . . . Bigger Market. 
To nationally famous program excellence WXYZ now adds the 
knockout wallop of POWER... What a station... What a 
market... What a BUY. 














KING-TRENDLE 


BROADCASTING CORPORATION 














*Current rates will apply om all orders for station time up to January 15, 1940. 
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WNOE DISCS 
FOR REGIONAL 
PLACEMENT 





RADIO SALES, INC., 
LOADS UP KMOX 


St. Louis, Nov. 7. 
KMOX, St. Louis, has recently 
made auditing notations on the fol- 
lowing ‘new biz’: 
E. I. du Pont (cello glass). 100 


| 








word announcements, twice weekly. | 


Double-X NBC Plea 





NBC’s move to get its blue net- 
work affiliates to agree to a half- 
hour compensation limit for the 
Adams Hats broadcasts took an 
ironic twist last week when the 
first broadcast, following NBC’s 
bid, lasted but 15 minutes. The 
| fight, that between Al Davis and 
Tony Canzoneri, was over in 





Georgia Governor, 


Two Aides Have 


Or Seek Radio Station Licenses 





Atlanta, Nov. 7. 
Yen of Gov. E. D. Rivers to get 
into radio biz after he lays down his 





;cance attached to his venture and 
that his interest was wholly com- 
mercial and that he was certain the 


Hartz Mountain Products, bird, three rounds. er soug 
q . : . : ; governor sought his permit solely 
New Orleans, Nov. 7. supplies. _In asking the — to — gubernatorial toga in January, 1941,!4 business poate see ees 
WNOE recording unit, under di- Baume Bengue, 100 word an-| tiate the contract NBC explaine | was revealed last week in applica- John Greer, two-time headquar- 


rection of Program Director Hubert nouncements on Woman’s Hour, 13) 


Grant, is preparing discs for two 
firms. 
commercials on W 
Candy Co. of New Orleans. 
will be used extensively on Louisi- 
ana and Mississippi stations. Com- 
mercials were on ‘Gold Bricks’ and | 
‘Mint Bubbletts.’ 


Station cut 36 one-minute | 





weeks. 


musical hillbillies. 52 weeks. 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco 
“orp., Bugler tobacco. Half hour ‘E,’ 


White King Soap Co. 100 word an- | 
ax for the Elmer | 2Ouncements on Woman's Hour. 13 | 


These weeks. 
Consolidated Drug Trade Co. 15 | 


that its own deal with Adams 
was on a package basis of half 
an hour and that since most of 
the fights have been going over 
an hour the network has had to 
| take a loss on the deal. 








FCC Continues 


\tion filed before FCC, in which 
i state’s chief exec set out that he ex- 
| pects to net $500 per month out of 
| station he proposes to operate at 
| Valdosta, Station Rivers wants to 


'set up would operate on 1420 kilo- 


cycles with 100 watts night and 250 | 
day and establish broadcasting fa- | 


cilities for City of Valdosta and 


ters manager for Governor Rivers 
and clerk of the Georgia House of 
Reps, was recently granted a per- 
mit to operate a station at Cordele, 
where he edits The Cordele Dis- 
patch. 

It is possible that Rivers’ interest 
in radio stemmed from his contact 
with WGST, Atlanta CBS outlet, 


‘ In process of preparation is hg gage “2 gp aera Lowndes County, Georgia. state-owned since it belongs to 
series of 24 dramatizations for the — sae angen diate hesigg Applicant estimated total cost of Georgia School of Technology. 





Fellman Optical Co. for use on New 
Orleans stations. 

Sales Manager Clark Alexander 
closed deals. 





Women’s Orchestra Subs 
At WADC, Akron, Ohio 


Akron, Nov. 7. 


Johnny Martone’s WADC orches- 
tra here ended its current Akron 
engagement to make a western tour. 
Martone is playing a four-day en- 





time signal, 6 times weekly for 13 
weeks. 

Pinex. Cough syrup. 5 mins, live 
stock and market reports. 6 days 
weekly to March 2, 1940. 
| Flexo Glass Mfg. Co. 5 mins. news. 
6 days weekly ending Dec. 1, 1939. 
| Mantle Lamp. 5 mins. news on 
Country Journal program. 3 times 
| weekly for 13 weeks. 





Chapman, Kuler to KRLD 
Dallas. Nov. 7. 
formerly of 


Dave Chapman, 


gagement at Lincoln, Neb., this week KCKN, Kansas City, and Fritz Kuler, 


and opening a four-week engage- 
ment Saturday night (11) at the 
Rainbow room in Denver. He'll re- 
turn here Dec. 20. 


who was studio director for KTAT, 
Fort Worth, are recent additions to 
_the KRLD staff. Chapman handles 
| news and daily orchestra pickups for 


~ Disapproval of 





Washington, Nov. 7. 





business policies of licensee corpora- 
‘tions has been asserted by the FCC 
, in second refusal to allow the Trav- 
_elers Insurance Co., pioneer operator 


lof WTIC. Hartford. to conduct a/| 


| house-cleaning that would involve 
| creation of a new company to oper- 


Right to pass judgment on the| 


enterprise at $7,000, figuring operat- 
ing costs at $1,000 per month with 
revenue at $1,500. Applying for per- 
mit as an individual, governor said 





news, weather forecasts, crop market 
teat stock quotations, 


he planned to supervise operation of 
station himself. Programs projected 
ar or all would consist of entertainment, 


educational 


features and other broadcasts ‘of in- | 


terest to urban and rural areas.’ 


Giving his occupation as ‘attorney 
; at law for the past 25 years,’ Rivers 
| placed his total assets at $76,406 and 
‘his total current and accrued liabili- 
ties at $1,095.25. 

Governor’s second term expires in 
January, 1941, and Georgia law reads 
‘that he cannot succeed himself. 


Rivers fostered bill passed by Gen- 
eral Assembly couple of years ago 
creating Georgia Radio Commission, 
ostensibly to take over operation of 
WGST and any other radio stations 
state might control. WGST is pri- 
vately operated with Georgia Tech 
getting sizable cut of gross revenues. 


| 





Edgar Taylor Succeeds 
Gene La Valle at WJW 


Akron, Nov. 7. 


Edgar Taylor, traffic manager of 
| WJW here, has been named program 
| director of the station to succeed 
|Gene La Valle, resigned. Jerry Mc- 
Kiernan is in charge of production 


The Rhythmettes, all-girl band,|CBS from the Adolphus Century , ate the parent firm’s miscellaneous! Marvin Griffin, aide to Rivers,| and Paul Hunt made staff announcer. 
will pinch hit for Martone—one of! room, where Bob Chester orchestra 'adio enterprises. After reconsidera- | also has an application before FCC | Harry Dennis, station engineer, also 
the few radio women’s bands in the} is now playing. tion and second argument, the com-|to operate similar-sized station at| resigned to join WHBC, Canton. 


country. Kuler is announcer, | mish last week persisted in holding | Bainbridge. He declared, however, Station’s power has been increased 
improvement and development of 


that proposed shift of licenses to new that there was no political signifi-| to 250 watts at wiht, samne 03 San. | 
| Travelers 
‘O K R | D 
* ae | | J ‘ / 
| EN 
: the properties for a long time. As- 
9 surances of witnesses that the top 
corporation would not be Scroogeish 
| with its offspring did not remove 
fears. 
| Wisconsin Contracts 


— well lend you fifty 
TF] UNIQUE STORY 


| not be in the public interest. 
33 
thousand 
Sponsors’ Autograph collecting as | 
> In the Post this week, Helen 


As was the case in the initial in- 
| reported by Wisconsin radio stations 
r tells the story of 








would | 




















Most offensive angle of the deal, 
| from the FCC viewpoint, was prom- 
| issory note for $1,500,000 given the 
insurance company by the Broad- 
casting Service Co., which the new 
licensee, Broadcasting Co., would 
|take on. This was negotiated in 1937, 
|a week before the application for 
permission to switch the licenses was 
filed, and presumably covered ad- 
vances and investments of the par- 
ent. While payments were condi- 
tional upon earnings, the regulators 
said that the obligation might block 














Duk week a Jocal radio station within 200 miles of WBT 


| stance a year ago, the FCC disap- | 
goes “big time”— by 50,000 watts! The watts are WBT’s 
follows: 


| proved of the financial inter-com- | 
pany transactions, reflected suspicion | 
|that the parent might milk the 50 | 
kw clear-channel station, and could 
| not see how the public would benefit 
| from the reshuffling. 

and here’s how it happens. Each week, with its heart full 

United Drug Co. (Rexall 1-cent 

Sale), 4 quarter hours, ‘Rubinoff and 
His Violin,’ et, through Street & Fin- 
ney, New York. 
Wilson & Co., Chicago (Ideal Dog 
Food), 18 spots, through United | 
States Advertising Corp., Chicago. 


of civic pride, a different Carolina community steps up to 


its local station’s microphones, and in ringing tones tells 


everyone in hearing distance what a fine town it is. 
’ 
Hayes’ mothe 


es _. i riff i sho olis 30 spots So that the greatest ber of ears might hear what 
3 — yvin icture Griffin Shoe Polish, 130 spot »o that the grea number of ears might hear wha 
Helen Hay es first = 8 P through Bermingham, Castleman, | : ; - a : 
s s dog; tells about the Pierce, Inc., New York. . | 11s good neighbors have to say, WRT has the programs 
with a famou ’ Page Milk Co., Oshkosh, Wis : - mn 
» Castle; -vaporated milk, 15 spots, through piped to Charlotte, amplifies them by 50,000 watts and 
rnon as : evaporated milk, lo spots, U ugh | J 
ee > letter from Ve ee ae eee 
cruel . ee | sends them out over the air to WBT’s own 65-county back- 
eeting with John Milwaukee Bowling Proprietors ee ee ae die 
> ne ’ “ arte urs, ‘Bowling | . . . . Tr 
about her first 1 an <" . — hours, “Bowling yard! It has made High Point, Wilmington, other Tar Heel 
uike Sixty,’ direct. 3 


Drew. The most fascinating theatri- 


and Palmetto municipalities—and WBT—very happy. 
Green Bay, Nov. 7. | 











| 
° in years! 1 
cal biography } | Chicago Tech., 10 anns, weekly, 5 —a — ee Se a bt 
| weeks, through Vanderbie & Rubens. This friendly series, the “Carolina Caravan,” is one of > 
| Thomas Lipton on = ek. many programs with which WBT has served the South... 
| ly, 13 weeks, throug oung ub- 
| icam and its clients, too. If you want to make one and one-quar- 
ati | Wonder Rest Co., 2 anns. weekly, 7 ; : ; Bes 
113 weeks, through Gustave Marx ter million friends in the Carolinas, get in touch with WBT. 7m 
| Co. 
e | Liggett & Meyers Tobacco Co., 
CLT We : anns., 52 times, through Newell- 
Emmett. 
| Pure Oil Co., 2 anns. weekly, 13) 50,000 WATTS - CHARLOTTE, N.C, 





| weeks, through Leo Burnett. 
T y | Woodman Accident Co., 5-minute 
THE SA URDA 'ETs, 2 weekly, 13 weeks, through 
Presba, Fellers & Presba. 
| O. L. O. Soap Co., 5 anns. weekly, 


SS 20 weeks, direct. 
| Zenith Dealers & Morley-Murphy 


Co., 30-minute weekly programs, 13 | 
weeks, direct. } 











Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System, 


\ 
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Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit 
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TEMPORARY CODE-CONTRACT CLASH’ 
ENGAGES N.A.B.; BOSTON COMPROMISE 


New England Broadcaster May Give Coughlin Time 
on Cost-Plus-Agency-Commission Basis—Board 


Met in Chicago 


Chicago, Nov. 7. 

Directors of the National 

of Broadcasters last 
week fully sustained the N.A.B. code 
committee and affirmed the code 
resolution which was passed by 
general convention here in Septem- 
Board added a further state- 


Board of 


Association 


the 


ber 














5000 WATTS DAY 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 

















THE 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Thanks te HARRY MAYER and 
HARKY GOURVAIN for three suc- 
cessful weeks at the Strand, New 
York 


Opening EARLE 
Philadelphia, Nov. 10 











however, in regard to pro- 
a controversial nature, and 
resolved that: ‘Regarding those con- 
tracts for the sale of time for the 
discussion of public controversial is- 
executed prior to Oct. 1, 1939, 
it is the opinion of the Board of 
Directors that in conformity with 
said resolution such contracts, 
though in temporary conflict with 
the controversial issue provision of 
the Code, may be continued until 
the expiration date, or at the dis- 
‘tion of the station manager, may 
terminated at an earlier date in 
conformity with the terms of said 


contracts. 


ment, 
srams ot 


sues 


cre 
be 


‘Be it further resolved, That the 
Board of Directors appreciates the 
careful and thorough study which 


the Code Committee has given to the 
many difficult problems and ques- 
tions which have arisen in connec- 
tion with the administration of the 
Code, and expresses its gratitude to 
the committee and its full approval 
of the findings of the committee 
which the Board believes will be of 
lasting benefit to the industry and to 
the American listening public.’ 
Crux of the entire Code provision 
on controversial issues was typified 
in the situation concerning John 


Shepard's Colonial network and the 
Father Coughlin broadcasts. Co- 
lonial network contract for the 


Coughlin broadcasts, expired on Oct. 


29. and Shepard, whoa has been bat- 
tling to continue Coughlin on the 
web. came in to argue his point with 
the Board, but wound up complying 
with the Code regulations. 

In conformity with the Code rul- 
ings, Shepard will take the Cough- 


lin broadcasts as free time, since the 
Code specifically states that time for 
discussion of public controversial is- 
shall not be sold but shall be 
provided gratis. 


sues 


Full statement made by Shepard is 
follows: 
‘The Colonial Network agrees that 


as 




















This Ancient Greek took just one peek — and said: 


_ ORTHACOUSTIC 


(TRUE SOUND) 














You'll agree, after one demonstration, that here 


is sound that gives transcribed programs the 


vivid reality of Live 


The kind of transcribed sound you've 
always wanted—rich and clear— 
throbbing with life! That's what 
these amazing new RCA-NBC 
Orthacoustic transcriptions give you. 

They infuse every program with 
life and color. Every sound is repro- 
duced with unmatched fidelity. Gone 
are over-resonance, ear-ting, needle- 
hiss, and ‘“‘muffles.”’ 

Get proof of the superiority of 
these transcriptions. Call us today 
and find out how you can give your 


The Weu 


“wows: 


Studio Broadcasts! 


transcriptions that “Live Talent 
touch! 


RCA-NBC Orthacoustic Transcriptions 
were de veloped by RCA-NBC engineers 
after years of research in every phase of 
sound transmission, recording and repro- 
duction. They offer you these advantages: 
1. New high fidelity reproduction quality. 
2. Elimination of distortion, particularly 
in high frequencies, no “ear-ting.”’ 
3. A maximum signal-to-noise ratio... no 
“needle-hiss.” 
4. Entirely natural reproduction of speech. 
5. Greater tone fidelity in reproduction of 
music, 


OD 


ORTHACOUSTIC TRANSCRIPTIONS 


—the truest recorded sound you’ve ever heard! 


ELECTRICAL TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE ° 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


RCA Bidg., Radio City, N. Y. 


e Merchandise Mart, Chicago +» Sunset & Vine, Hollywood 





Only Four Resign 


Washington, Nov. 7. 
Whispers of a big-scale ‘revolt’ 
azainst N, A. B. because of stern 


position on sale of time for con- 
troversial discussions are not 
borne out by facts available here 
to date. The run-out feared 
when Elliott Roosevelt raised 
the fuss about effect of the code 
is not materializing 
Through last week, 
resignations had been 
all traced directly to 
nation the 


only four 
received, 
the indig- 
President's off- 
spring. Powers were taken by 
KNOW, KRBC, WACO, and 
KFJZ, in which he has a finger. 


ot 








decision of the Board 
of the National Asso- 
Broadcasters, all programs 
carried by it for Social Justice Maga- 
zine and Rev. Charles E. Coughlin, | 
it, the network, will make no profit! 
unless such programs have to do 
with a political campaign, and are 
thus in full compliance with the 
N.A.B. Code. The three stations of 
the Colonial Network which are sta- 
tions of the Yankee Network. name- 
ly. WAAB, WEAN and WICC. will 
not make any charge to the Colonial 


based on the 
of Directors 
ciation of 


Network for carrying these pro- 
grams. 

‘The Colonial Network wants to 
make it clear, however, that it may 
either refuse to charge the client 
for these programs, or in case the 
client insists on making payment 
for them, the Colonial Network will 
carry out this obligation by giving 
to charity the aifference between 
ts actual expenses, as specified fur- 
ther on, and thus comply with the 
N.A.B. Code. 

‘The affiliated stations of the Net- 
work have the option, since we have 
offered this program on a commer- 
cial basis, to refuse to carry it sus- 


taining. in which case we would feel 
privileged to pay them on the regu- 
lar network commercial basis, which 
would be deducted from the amount 
which we would give to charity, 
charge the client after he accepted 
our proposition to carry the program 
on a sustaining basis. 

‘It might also be necessary 
ynize the 15% payment 
Or, in other 
gram is not carried on a 
|} sustaining at the request 
| the client, everything less th 
actual expenses outlined 
then be given to charity.’ 

Board of Directors als« 
| in a general way, the music situa- 
tion in so far as American Society of 
Authors and Publisheis 
is concerned and president Neville 
Miller has lined up a 
trict metings throughout the country 
' for the pu for 

proposed broad- 


i the 
casters into 


or 


that we 
to the 
words, if the 
strictly 
of 
the 
will 


recog 
agency 
pro 
basis 
an 
above 


» discussed 


Compo ers, 





funds 
the 
publishing 


rpose of 
entry 
the 


raising 
of 
music 
business. 
Meetings 
luring the 
middle 
the first 
with the 
i tively set 
| year 
Board accepted the resi 
NAB of four Elliott Roosevelt 
talph Atla WJJD and 
Dyer stations in Cl igo 


be held 


the 


the east will 
month of November, 
west and southwest during 
two weeks in December 
west coast meetings 


after first 


in 





> ¢ 
tenta- 


for the of the 


snatlions 


ym 


Directors has been filled 1 Wil 
WTMV of 
embership o 
435 
rostet 


} 1 1 
con 1€1 ib \ avpove 


of 49 
WTHT Continues Coughlin 
Hartford, Nov. 7. 


Station officials at WTHT have 


an- 


Coughlin. 

Hartford Times owns station. 
Bill’s Code Defense 

Bill, owner of WMBD, 
and chairman of N.A.B.’s 
committee, delivered a 
reasoned, persuasive explana- 
and defense of new code, in 
third of a series of Sunday afternoon 
} talks on CBS. Like previous speak- 
ers-—-Neville Miller, N.A.B.  presi- 
dent, and David Lawrence, editor 
| United States News—Bill 
trated on provision banning purchase 


Edgar 
Edgar L. 
Peoria, IL, 
compliance 
clear, 
tion 





of time for ‘controversial issues.” He 
insisted this was nothing new: the 
‘major networks and many stations’ 
had been following such a policy, 


|; Opposition 


series of dis- | 


nounced that they will continue in- 
definitely, on a sustaining basis. the | 
Sunday afternoon talks by Father | 


of *" 
concen- | 


Wemneedey, Noy ember 8, 





with satisfactory results, for a long | 
time. Very fact Columbia was give | 
ing time here to two sides—former 


Congressman Samuel B. Pettingill, 
who helped draft communications 
act of 1934, is to talk against code 
next Sunday—was proof free time 
could and would be given. 

Bill cited statistics showing even- 
ness of allotments by CBS on the 


embargo repeal and Supreme Court | 
enlargement bills. Also mentioned 
several instances of balanced time on 
own station. Referring to fact 
Lawrence's voice had been heard in 
over a string of outlets 
adhering to policy criticized, Bill | 
asked whether the editor’s paper had 
given equal space to both sides of | 
question, Would he, Lawrence, 
print a page editorial in favor of the 


his 


code, as he had against it? 
Bill's mike technique was excel- 


lent: voice good. 


Judge Sustains 
WNEW Version — 


Of Communists 


Suit of Carl Brodsky as Chairman 


of a Communist committee against 
Wodaam, Inc., operators of WNEW, 
N. Y., came to what is probably the 


finish of the action Wed. (1) in the 
N. Y. supreme court, when Justice 
Charles B. McLaughlin denied a tem- 
porary injunction to the plaintiff. 
Brodsky claims to have contracted 
for 10 broadcasts in September over 
WNEW, with six given, and the last 
four eancelled. 

The judge ruled that since only 
regular candidates for office have the 
of radio time, according to the 
contract, Brodsky was not entitled to |} 
any, since the party was removed 
the ballet by the court of 
peals yn a recent decision. 


use 





irom ap- 


SUBMARINE’S LONG ARM 


Texas 


Program in Seaport Denied 
U.S. Sanction 
San Antonio, Nov. 7. 


A proposed program of the Texas 
State Network failed to mature when 
the plan was denied approval by the 
U. S. Maritime Commission. Having 
designed ‘I Cover the Waterfront’ to 
consist of interviews with sailors and 
passengers coming by ship into the 
port of Beaumont app-oval was de- 
nied because of the war. 

Likelihood attacks 


of by foreign 


submarines, the Commission said, 
prevented broadcasting news of ar- 
rivals, departures or news about 
cargoes of American 


shi ps. 


New Talent at KWK 


st. Louis, Nov. if 
An upswing of new biz, much of 
which calls for live talent, has 


caused KWK to add considerable tal- 


ent. There have been no layoffs dur- 
ing the past 30 days. New faces at 
the station include Carol Gay, 
femme commentator; Deon Crad- 
dock, singer on the Alpen Brau 
show, Edith Raye, torcher; Roy 
Busch and Edith Lane, song team, 
and Helen Adams, home economist. 

Miss Gay came from KMOX and 
is doing two programs per day. 
One, ‘Paris Fashion Revue,’ is bank- 
rolled by the Wohl Shoe Co. here. 
and the othe Th Woman's World,’ 

i 

Lawson Deming, innounce at 
WPIC, Sharon, Pa., to WGAR. Cleve- 


] 


tuning was made necessary by 


| ters 
atop 
trical interference 


green neon light with the ‘w’ 
| dark at 


spell 
the 
James A. Noe. 


a. 


Neon Cali Letters Spell 
Out Name of Candidate 
For Governor of State 


New Orleans, Nov. 7. 
E. C. Davidson. 
forced to re-tune 

no less than 


and Thursday. 


Chief 
WNOE was 
WNOE signal 
Wednesday 


Engineer of 
the 
16 times 
The re-~ 
work- 
men attaching the station's call Jet- 
four sets of four-foot letters— 
the antenna tower. The elec. 
set up as each let- 
ter touched the tower forced the re. 
tuning. 

The letters at night light up in 
Z0ing 
intervals, leaving the three 
remaining letters ‘N-O-E’ lit. They 

the name of the owner of 
station, gubernatorial candidate 


— 

















(Packing Tha 


A COMPLETE SOUND SYSTEM | 


MICROPHONE SOLD ON A MONEY-BACK 
PHONOGRAPH GUARANTEE WITHA 
AMPLIFIER  FIFTEEN-DAY TRIAL! 
RAIN-PROOF EVERYTHING 
SPEAKERS FOR $109 to $140 


Designed especially for Show Business—can be packed 
in a trunk! orks on either 6-volt auto battery er 110. 
voit light current You will 
where it won't do the jo 
Owned by Hundreds of Pr 
Wherever showmen get toge ether. you'll find Montgomery 
ard sound syste very- 
thing is built to plug together 
No technical knowledge is 
needed to set it up or operate 
it. The prices are the lowest in 
the country. Everything is 
guaranteed. Everything is sold 
en time payments! 


never run inte an occasion 


*t SP 










SEND THIS AD FOR A COMPLETE 
LIST OF SOUND SYSTEMS SOLD 
ON TIME PAYMENTS 

to MONTGOMERY WARD & Co. 
Dept. BA-31, Chicage, Illinois 








K 
THOMPSON 


and her Rhythm Singers 
for ETHYL 


with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ 

and TONY MARTIN 

CBS Every Monday, 8-8:30 P.M., EST 
Management 

WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











G Fisher says: “In my opinion 
they outsing and any 
combo now on the networks.” 


THE MARTINS 


With Walter O’Keefe Every 
Tuesday Night, 8:30 
WABC-Network 


Management: 


eorge 
outswing 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS BURSAU 
Personal Representative: 
MRED STEELE, 745 ith Ave., N.¥.C. 























DON’T 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 
Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 


MISS 


PALMOLIVE’S 








Direction BENTON & BOWLES, 


WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Inc. 


Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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A. E. Nelson’s Tieup 
May Cue Improved 
San Francisco Press 








San Francisco, Nov. 7. | 

Todays election, important to all 
California because of the much pub- | 
jicized Ham_and Eggs proposition, | 
and to San Francisco because of a 
pot battle for the Mayor's chair, is | 
the basis of a meeting ground for 
radio and newspapers—the first as | 
has been found since radio columns | 
were ousted two years ago. 

A deal resulting in the transfor- 
mation of a busy city room into a 
proadcasting studio for a huge 5- 
hour show was consummated this 
week between Paul C. Smith, Man- 
aging Editor of the San Francisco | 
Chronicle, and A. E. Nelson, new 
manager of the two NBC stations 
KGO-KPO. 

Program has been heavily plugged 
by Chronicle for five days, with pic- 
tures and front page stories. NBC 
talent which will punctuate precinct 
reports, recapitulations and trend | 
commentaries, includes the orches- 
tral groups of Ray Harrington, Wal- 
ter Kelsey, Paul Martin, Eddie 
Swarthout and Pablo Ricardo, with 
songs by Will Aubrey, Dorothy Al- 
len, Zella Layne, Camilla Romo, Ar- 
mand Girard, Dorothy Lee, Judy 
Dean and the Three Cheers. Show’s 
m.c. will be Bennie Walker. 

Chronicle editors and _ political 
writers will dash from desk to mi- 
crophone with late reports and sum- 
maries. Defeated and _ victorious 
candidates, all of whom are at home 
with mikes after weeks of pointing 
with pride and viewing with alarm 
from Frisco air studios, will also be 
rounded up for a few words. 

Local radio and newspaper circles 
have watched with interest this 
NBC-Chronicle tie-in, which is of 
mutual benefit, and there is some 
speculation over the possibility that 
it might be the opening wedge, 
jointly driven by Smith and Nelson, 
beneath the door of the Pacific 
Coast metropolitan press, which was 
s0 violently slammed in radios face 
two years ago. Most newspaper men 
say the columns will never be open- 
ed to radio news. The opinion of 
radio people is about equally divided 
on the question. 








KCKN, Up A Notch, Has 
Several New Staffmen 


Kansas City, Nov. 7. 

KCKN now 250 watts, has made 
several staff changes and additions. 
Ellis Attebury, gm. has Bob Burke 
as chief continuity writer stepping 
into a post filled for past nine years 
by Evan Fry, who departed to KANS, 
Wichita, Kans., as program director. 
Burke is from WMBD, Peoria, III. 











Dick Timmis and Bill Fitzgerald 
have been added to the writing staff. 

Announcing staff is enlarged by 
Jim Burke, formerly with KCMO, 
Sherwood Durkin, from WALR, 
Zanesville. Ohio, and Henry Effertz, | 
from WHB. Betty Sweeney is tak- | 
ing a new program for Spalding’s 
department store. 




















eens cast thesr shadows. 


No change in programming or 
policy. Better service to Met- 
ropolitan New York including 
its 6,982,635 foreign citizens. 
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Flashes From Boston | Funny, But Don’t Laugh 


——____ 





. 
Boston, Nov. 7. 
Neil Wallace, associate news editor 
of WEEI in charge of night news, 
will explain and demonstrate the 
handling of radio news broadcasts 
before the first meeting of the Unit- 
arian Club, 


New Orleans, Nov. 7. 

In a program note to the vis- 
ual audience at the WWL Play 
Makers Lab, Beverly Brown, 
producer, said ‘audience may ob- 
serve many factors of radio pro- 
duction which are almost mirth- 
provoking...kindly refrain from 


talking or laughing once the 
Eleanor Aycock, winner of the play is in progress.’ 
‘Boston Television Girl’ contest New Orleans radio audiences 
staged by NBC-RCA and Jordan} are not used to seeing as well as 
Marsh store, has auditions in New|  hpeari ’ sts. an 
» Has au ‘ earing broadcasts, and note ex- 
York this week with NBC, CBS, . 


plained such things as whole 
cast stomping feet to create il- 
lusion of soldiers marching as 
one of mirth-provoking inci- 
dents. 


Mutual and two advertising agencies. 
Professional Women’s Club spon- 

sors a new weekly series over WEEI 

titled ‘Professional Personalities’, 
The Harvard Guardian begins a 








series of weekly broadcasts Satur- 
day over WEEI. The first features 
Harvard University’s Prof. Benjamin 
Wright, Jr., of the Department of 
Government, on ‘The Supreme Court 
and Politics’ in connection with the 
Court’s 150th anniversary. 


Lathrop Mack’s Task 


Lathrop Mack has been taken off 
the NBC news desk and placed in 
charge of all the network's sports 











programs. The assignment covers 
Sun Oil has renewed Jim Healey,| both sustaining and commercial 
WGY, Schenectady, news commen-| events. 


tator. Roche, Williams & Cunnyng- 


Mack was formerly a sports writer 
ham is agency. 


for the Associated Press, 


| 


When Better Football Lines Are 
Drawn N. 


W. Ayer Will Do It 





Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 

Les Quailey, in charge of all sports 
announcers employed through N. W. 
Ayer & Son, for Atlantic Refining 
Co., has devised a new method of 
marking stripes on the football grid- 
iron for the benefit of announcers 
high up in the radio booths at big 
college games. Ordinary sideline 
markers are too small to be easily 
seen, and football announcers fre- 


a: > gained in scrimmages. 

Under Quailey’s system a diamond 
is painted in the middle of the field 
on the 20-yard lines; a cross on each 
40-yard line, and a large circle in 
the middle of the field. Instead of 


trat endangered the players, Quai- 
ley’s scheme is to paint large nu- 
merals alongside each stripe on the 
sidelines. 

The combination of the number 





and figure makes it possible for an- 


quently go wrong in reporting yard- | 


the old-fashioned wooden markers | 


|nouncers and sports writers to deter- 

mine the exact position of the ball 
| without difficulty. The system was 
first introduced by Quailey at the 
Pitt Stadium this year, with great 
success. 





| 
| 


‘Angel of Mercy’ on Wax 


| 








Maxwell House has begun waxing 
a 15-minute dramatic serial, ‘Angel 
‘of Mercy,’ for spotting throughout 
|the country druing daytime hours, 
Benton & Bowles is the agency, with 
Maury Lowell producer and direéc- 
tor. 

Cast includes Helen Lewis, Mar- 
' garet MacDonald, Bud Collyer, Teme 
|pleton Fox and Ned Weaver. 





Neil Hackett speiler from KMMJ, 
Grand Island, Nebr., on announcing 
staff of Texas State Network. 
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auce for the Goose 


\s Sauce for the Gandet 


.. SO HERE’S A CONTEST 


For Advertising Men ony 
5500" (ASH 


FOR THE BEST NAME DESCRIBING THE TERRITORY 
COVERED BY THE PRIMARY AREA OF OUR STATIONS 





ADVERTISING MEN have inflicted contests 
on the American public to such an extent 
that most folks now go to bed haunted 
by those words “FREE PRIZE.” There- 
fore, we're giving you a dose of your own 
torture. This contest is for advertising 
men and women only! 

Frankly, we're up against it. We need 
a name accurately describing the com- 
bined primary areas of The Cowles 
Stations... a term such as “America’s 
Breadbasket.” Thus far we can’t find it 

. so, we're asking your help. 

We'll tell you anything about this rich 
market you need to know—give you 
facts, figures and success stories to help 
you give us the name we want. Then, if 
you ll supply punchy “monicker,” that 
pleases our judges, we'll remit with a 
check for $500.00. Get busy now... 
Check the map— study the facts! Write 
for more if you need ‘em. 








HERE ARE THE RULES 





VANKTON 


* 











WATERLOO 
* 


JOWA 


CEOAR RAPIDS 


DES MOINES 





to members of advertising 


1. Contest open only 
i nd s advertising departments 


avencies a ales and 
ot radio advertisers. 


2. Entries must be euhmitted on your firm letter- 


IMPORTANT FACTS TO HELP YOU SUGGEST A NAME 














head. Submit as many names as you desire. 

3. Mail to Contest Editor, 
Register and Tribune Bidg., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Entries must be postmarked not later 
midnight, December 31, 1939. 


The Coznlss Stations, 


than 


Out our way there’s a fellow who's nuts 
about statistics. He likes to whisper in your 
ear such things as “Listen... In the primary 
area of these four stations there are 10.7% 
of the nation’s farms. Yet, these farms receive 


tions, 4,117 apparel stores and 3,048 drug 
stores. And, say, he can carry on till you've got 
phactofobia. But, don’t let him... make him 
write it to you. Address “Market Facts Chief” 
with the message, “Give us the dope,” and 


4, $500.00 cash will be paid for the name that, 


RAYMOND TOMPKINS in the opinion of the judges, most accurately 


and completely describes the a Rey d 
or primary area_of_ stations WMT, NT, over 17% of the nation’s autos, and over 
Top Flight Commentator 
—- 
7:30 P. M.— Mon., Wed. & Fri. 


KSO and WNAX, Entries will be judged for +e te 

originality, aceuracy of description, and ap- 25% of the tractors. 
propriateness for use _in advertising. Do not 

A popular program with anenthusi- 5. 

attic following. Talent cost: $100. 

(met) weekly. 


send elaborate entries. In cases of ties, duplicate 


prizes will be awarded. 


nearly 17°% of the nation’s total cash farm in- 


you'll get it. 
come. And the folks who live on ’em drive 


P.S.— He also wanted to say that in this 
market, which has a total retail volume of over 


Decision of the judges will be final, and all 
entries become property of The Cowles Stations 
for advertising or for any purpose they choose. 


The Cowles Stations 


Affiliated with THE REGISTER AND TRIBUNE, Des Moines, Jowa 














; 
“ 


1,500,000,000 smackers, there are over 
20,630 retail food outlets, 14,873 filling sta- low combination rate. 
Contest Closes December 31, 1939... Mail Entry Now! 
Lr». 4 <n 
CEDAR RAPIDS - WATERLOO DES MOINES DES MOINES YANKTOM = SIOUK CITY 


At his finger tips he has facts about our 1,364,000 radio families you can reach on one 
Kh * ofp In 
Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY 
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RADIO REVIEWS 





JEAN HERSHOLT 

‘pr. Christian,’ with Rosemary De- 
camp, Gloria Holden, Dorothy 
Lovett, Maude Eburne, Frederick 
Shields 

Drama 

30 Mins. 

VASELINE PRODUCTS 

Wednesday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(McCann-Erickson) 


It’s the third season for this one, 
and the formula remains unchanged. 


No reason why it should be, because, | selec 
| trast, 
| which were in the second half-hour. | 


like its daytime relatives, that for- 
mula scems surefire with a certain 
stratum of housewives. 
meastres up several grades 


the script, but that ~ vy that | 

e writing isn’t good. o the con-| : 
> “3 chews . deft hand and/ therefore perhaps more appealing to 
: Most | average listeners. 


trary, 
imagination within the frame. 
of the characters are stock and the | 
incidents related are simple and) 
close-to-home enough to tickle the | 
interest of the self-same stratum of | 
housewives. | 

Jean Hersholt, who has been typed | 
as a small town doe since the first | 
of the Quintuplet films, fits in snugly 
with this panorama of small lives in 
a small town. The opening stanza of | 
the third series took this Haroun Al | 
Rachid of ‘River’s End’ into the} 
homes of three families of different | 
social and economic strata, with the 
periphery tied up at the finish when | 
the doctor induces a dying old lady | 
to bequeath $25,000 to a newly born | 
girl so that the babe's poverty | 
stricken parents may become recon- | 
ciled. | 

Vaseline hair tonic gets top play | 
in the sales copy. The product is an! 
antidote to dandruff scales and it) 
makes the hair lustrous and easy to 
manage. Odec. | 


BETTY AND BILLY 


James McCallion, Audrey’ Egan, 
Jackie Grimes, Charles Cantor, 
Paul Stewart, Selena’ Royle, 
Charles Dingle, Van Heflin, Kid 
Serial 

15 Mins. 


CORN KIX (GENERAL MILLS) 

Daily, 5:15 p.m. 

WABC, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


This one had a run on NBC as a! 
sustainer from time to time, but not 
until this season did it get a com- 
mercial bite. The only difference | 
between ‘Betty and Billy’ and the} 
other serial palaver fed to kids in} 
the late afternoon is the form of} 
juvenile self-expression. Instcad of | 
having the program’s protagonists 
go adventuring among pirates or 
cannibals, this sample delegates 
them to such outlets as putting outa 
newspaper, running the local owner 
of a fruit store, namely, Guiseppi 
Morelli, for mayor, etc. 


These shenanigans, smartalecky 
for the most part, are framed for 
consumption among that element of 
juveniles that has either just as- 
sumed longies or is approaching the 
first permanent wave. The cast and 
direction is uniformly good, but the 
production resorts to economical de- 
vices. Case in point occurred last 
Monday (30), when the program 
used some contraption that sounded 
like an electric organ for a street 
= The engagement of a few 

rass pieces to lend verisimilitude to 
the bit would perhaps have thrown 
the budget «way out of gear. but the 
effect on the listeners’ ears would 
have stepped un the program’s ap- 
peal in no small way. 

The plug hewes closely to the 
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Follow-Up Comments 
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| saccharine ; 
programming the forthright dansa- | 


Jascha Heifetz guesied last Sun- 
day (5) on the Ford program over 


| CBs, making the kilocycles glow 
| with three virtuoso fiddle selections, 


‘Havanaise’ by Saint-Saens, the Lon- 
donderry Air and the Tarantelle 
Scherzo by Wieniawski. They were 
selected with a smart sense of con- 
particularly the latter two 


The acting | Saint-Saens composition offered a 
above | spectacular opportunity for Heifetz 


brilliant technique, but the London- 
derry Air is more familiar and 


Heifetz brought 
mellowness and depth to it. 

Recital might have carried a more 
showmanly punch, however, if the 
artist 
play an encore,’ even though such 
actions are always obviously spotted 
in advance—it’s simply a bit of 


warmth to 
engagement. 


of personal 
impersonal 


touch | 
otherwise 


| parts of his early life. 


had ‘graciously consented to. 





pleasant hoke that tends to add a | With 


an | 





| HEDDA HOPPER 

With Gene O'Donnell 

15 Mins. 

SUNKIST ORANGES 

M-W-F, 6:15 p.m. 

| WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Lord & Thomas) 


| Recently having left the cast of 


the ‘Brenthouse’ sustaining serial, 
|Miss Hopper is now relaying news 
jand views as the ‘Human Side of 
| Hollywood.” It’s primarily harmless 
fan stuff aimed at the layer of 
| listeners who eat up film chatter. 
| Delivered in clear, precise voice. 
'Miss Hopper could slow down the 
| rapid tire style, as when caught on 
| first show her items tended to over- 
| lap because of rushing. i 
Program also will dramatize lives 
of various Hollywood stars, in in- 
stallment style. Began this airing 
with Errol Flynn, threading through 
Gene O’Don- 


inell did Flynn very neatly. Seg- 
ments give program interesting 
touch. 


‘DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK’ 

Claudette Colbert, 
Fonda, Kate Smith 

Film Dramatization 


Heifetz, in particular, could use that. ; One Hour 





After the passive and somewhat 
early evening 


pation of Ramona, Ranny Weeks and 
Frankie Masters hits the kilocycles 


Sunday | 


| GRAPE-NUTS 
| Friday, 8 p.m. 


WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Kate Smith, originating her pro- 
gram from Hollywood last Friday 


on the major networks in New York | (3), devoted a substantial portion of 
at the same 11:15 p.m. time. Ramona | the 55 minutes to an adaptation of 


and her 1c é 
out from Leon & Eddie’s, the piano- 


logistic maestroette doing plenty of | 


swingo in smooth style. 

Ranny Weeks from the Interna- 
tional Casino and Frankie Masters, 
also glibly spieling his own chores 


‘from the Essex House, are likewise 


in the groove. 





Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of Charm’ 
continues all of that. His past Sun- 
day night’s session (5) whipped forth 
some crack orchestral handiwork, 
notably those arrangements of ‘Dar- 
danella’ and ‘Rancho Grande.’ 





Lucius Beebe seems to be thrown 
by his ‘sh’ sounds and he should 
eschew those in his post-premiere 
reviews of the new plays over WOR. 
Perhaps that extra 15 minutes, start- 
ing at 11:45 instead of 11:30 p.m. will 
afford needed chance for editing 
copy. 

Predicated on his 
mentary, Beebe wasn’t as 


‘Pastoral’ com- 
full of 


verve and color in that comment as | 
He sounded | 


when he first started. : 
quite dull in fact, both on his pre- 
pared critique which he was palpably 
reading and on his delivery. Some- 
thing has happened to him in the 
week’s interval. Could it be station 
suggestion? 

Jimmy Fidler broadcast a tribute 
to Carl Laemmle, ‘the little man 
with the big heart,’ some of whose 
generosities the Hollywood gossiper 
said he had learned only since the 
magnate passed on. Critics who had 
made verbal thrusts at Laemmle for 
‘taking care of relatives’ in his pro- 
duction enterprises did not know 
half the story, declared Fidler. 

Fidler proceeded to tell a tale of 
Uncle Carl’s beneficences to these 
same relatives and friends, after he 
sold control of Universal. Fidler 
specified the directions Laemmle 
left in his will, and the trust funds 
set up in the names of his daughter 
and son, to continue payments to the 
group. 





cereal-selling formula. Corn Kix 
are fresh, crunchy and crisp and 
that they set you up just swell for a 
stiff game of football or any sport 
of the day. Odec. 


CARL HOHENGARTEN’S ORCH 
With Tod Hunter, David Mc€all, 

Tommy Bartiett 
25 Mins. 

Sunday, 11:05 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Sorenson) 

_News and Rhythm, as program is 
billed, originates in Columbia’s Chi- 
cago studios. It’s one early Sunday 
network commercial that’s good if 
not brilliant entertainment. An or- 
chestra led by Carl Hohengarten, a 
news-oddity reporter in Tod Hunter, 
and novachord music by David Mc- 
Call, plus Tommy Bartlett as spieler, 
combine well. Like many Windy 
City programs, this one is obviously 
a budget show. . 

Certainly no ear bender can muff 
the product. That is done by repeti- 


tion of the name DariRich and state- | 


ments about tasty, health-benefiting 
qualities. In addition to blurbs by 


Bartlett—one declares school author- | 


ities endorse D-R ‘and everywhere 


have it on the school menu daily’—, | 


local announcer near halfway point, 
comes in over orchestra music, to tab 
dealers’ names and suggest purchases 
from them or stores. 

Hohengarten’s crew play pops com- 
petently, leaning to zippy rather 
than a sweet effect. Style is not 
highly distinctive but workmanlike. 
At times brasses sound a little blarey, 
especially for Sunday morning. A 
different mike grouping might help. 
Several instrumentalists do individ- 
ual licks well. 

McCall is front-center twice. and 
Okay. 
els,’ during which he plays numbers 
associated with an individual state— 
like Ohio. 





His first spot is ‘Music Trav- | 


Back in stride before the signoff 
Fidler slapped down ‘Scandal Sheet’ 
as ‘a no bell’ film and his nomination 
for an Academy award as ‘the most 
boring picture of the year.’ Fidler 
also said that a powerful group in 
the picture producing business had 
offered to ‘buy’ from Columbia ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington’ and take 
it off the market to avert retaliatory 
Federal legislation. 





Andre Kostelanetz-Kay Thomp- 
son-Tony Martin session (CBS) for 
Ethyl gasoline is getting a heavy 
mayonnaise of flip running chatter. 
Not gags, 
gram’s contents written in the radio 
|style whose genesis includes Ben 
Bernie and Bing Crosby. Generally 
nicely done, the continuity has the 
virtue of not being lifeless. 

Musical ingredients were topflight 
; Monday (30), especially Kay Thomp- 
|son’s whammo version of ‘I Didn't 
|Know What Time It Was’ from Ab- 


| bott’s ‘Too Many Girls.’ 


| 








| Fred Allen had a lot of fun with 
{three studio - audience 
|prior to consideration of question of 
week: Whether they favored double 
feature motion picture bills. Quiz, 
|now shifted to second half of Town 
|Hall hour, brought an unanimous ‘no’ 
‘from ane electrical salesman, a 
woman salesman of hosiery, and a 
retired glass blower. Which reply 
| aes Allen to remark ‘the four of 
us can form a vaudeville unit.’ Glass 
| blower—as was case with a chan 
| miking on two previous quiz periods 
|-—-seemed to be a perfect setup for 
|; Allen. Studioites were ready to 
laugh even before Allen delivered 
punch lines. 








| straightaway. 
|, esting, 
| a spiel 


Material not uninter- 
Ease with which he slips into 
suggests announcer 


Jaco. 


| Fox, 





but asides on the pro-| 


answerees | 


back- | 
; |} ground. Bartlett announces in breezy, ment as typical Italian as 
Hunter’s reporting is pretty much 'vervy fashion. 


f Music really send ‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ for 20th- | 
Men of Mu bankrolled her trip to 


which 
the Coast and back for the purpose. 
Not only from an exploitation stand- 
point, but also purely as entertain- 
ment, it was a click show. The 
‘Drums’ stanza, bringing Claudette 
Colbert and Henry Fonda in the 
leads, was superbly tailored for 
radio, possessing color, atmesphere, 
vivid characterization, propulsive 
action and a moving climax. It was 
skillfully directed and eloquently 
played, and the production brought 
the whole scene graphically across 
the kilocycles. 

Balance of the show, necessarily 


|trimmed to a minimum, brought the 


star in several of her character- 
istically sock songs, besides offering 
a rib-shaker session by Abbott and 
Costello, remoting from New York. 

Only dubious point of the show 


| was Miss Smith's spiel leading up to 


the ‘Drums’ dramatization. Montage 


|treatment depicting the 50 years of 


films was excellently handled, but 
the blurb glorifying pictures was on 
the gushy side. 

This program was the first of the 
series radio director William Bacher 
and Louella Parsons have been pro- 
moting in Hollywood. The Bacher- 
Parsons project calls for one gala 
film studio publicity department- 
network radio sponsor deal a month. 
The sponsor, provides the hookup, 
the film studio the stars and the 
script and fees for production, ete. 
It’s a plausible arrangement and 
thanks to a good start on the Kate 


ORESTES H. CALDWELL 
With Bill Spargrove 
Educational 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

Magic Waves, a NBC quarter-hour 
evening sustainer with Dr. Orestes 
H. Caldwell as network ‘spokesman,’ 
combines education and promotion. 
Thesis is ‘the magic of the radio 
tube and its millions of electrons,’ 
with present and manifold future 
uses outlined. Program is partly ex- 
planatory (on strictly technical side), 
partly straight narrative, and partly 
dramatized. Gerald Curtin, NBC 
scriptist, collaborates. Bill Spar- 
grove is announcer and sometimes 
quizzer. 

Program probably has limited ap- 
peal, but nevertheless represents 
phase of radio deserving, as it her 
gets, attention. 








how facsimile works, etc., is praise- 
|worthy. However, for listeners not 
j technically minded or scientifically 
jtrained, Caldwell’s explanations come 
almost too rapidly for full grasping. 
May cause some to tune out. Which 
is too bad, for Caldwell usually has 
interesting, understandable wonders- 
of-science stories to reveal or demon- 
strations to stage. 

Member of old FCC, Caldwell has 
done sufficient broadcasting to make 
him mike easy. Scripting, acting 
|}and production of ‘Magic Waves’ are 
generally good. Spargrove, a fine 
| speaker, could be used more often to 
break up Caldwell’s explanations, 
with clarifying questions. 


ALFRED ANTONINI ORCHESTRA 
With Harry Kramer, Arthur White- 
side 
Music, singing 
30 Mins. 
LAROSA & SONS 
Tuesday, 8 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 
(Commercial Radio, Inc.) 
Classical musie and grand opera 
singing are combined for a pleasant. 
well-done half hour. Each week 
there is a different vocal personality. 
Starter was the standard and al- 
; Ways-good Vivien della Chiesi from 
| Chicago. 





Nice listening and the entertain- 
the prod- 
uct. On four stations. Land. 


Henry | building of 


4/ Radio’ is subject 


SC i pant Op sateen 
Attempt to explain penan from vacation. 


how a radio and radio tube operate, | = 


| until the figures have told the final 


vised 


Wednesday, November 8, 1939 
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-From the Production Centers 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Harry Sosnik in town for his first quickie visit in three years... not much 
vacation as Jack Kapp cornered him to conduct some Dick Powell discs 
for Decca...Sosnik on leave from his L. A. radio chores got off the areo- 
plane in Memphis and finished by train ..allergic to clouds. ..wife wasn’t 
...Rev. James Gillis replaced Rev. W. H. Russell on NBC's Catholic Hour 
...-Tums now has LeAhn Sisters instead of Peggy Adams on the ‘Pot o° 
Gold’ show...Lou Ruppel of CBS hosted the more refined members of the 
radio press at Notre Dame-Army game...Betty Field and Charles Powers 
now in ‘Aldrich Family’...Dick McKay is Henry Longacre in ‘David 
Harum.” 

‘The Unknown Soldier Speaks,” a new number by John McLaughlin 
will be introduced Friday (10) during the Richardson and Robbins broad. 
cast over WEAF It will be sung by Robert Simmons who will be intro- 
duced by George M. Cohan. 
| ‘Goldbergs,’ family serial will get a layout in Life Mag on its 10th 
‘anni three weeks hence .. . St. Anthony Hour on WHN changed its setup 
{Sunday (5). Now dramatizes lives of personalities who figured in the 

monastery . Jack Berch switches his CBS tri-weekly 
morning periods from 10.30 to 11.30, Nov. 13 Columbia Artists 
arranged p. a. tour for Lum and Abner starting in Memphis tomorrow 
(9) . . . Army had to put in a sub team against Notre Dame alumni on 
WOR-Mutual’s ‘We Want a Touchdown’ program last week. Army 
regulars got sudden flying orders ... J. R. Poppele, WOR chief engineer 
sat and watched via NBC tele, his men air the Giants-Dodgers football 
game week ago Sunday ... Johnny Green now has Phillip Morris com- 
mercials on all three nets. Airs three full hours weekly including repeats, 

Nick Kenny shifted suddenly over the weekend from WMCA to WINS 
New York. Latter is a Hearst station. ; 


IN CHICAGO... 


Ralph Edwards in, Bob Brown out, as announcer on ‘Vic and Sadie’.... 
Margaret Fuller heads the women and Chuck Acree the men in the new 
‘We, the Wives’ clasheroo....NBC serial, ‘Anne Thomas, Career Wife’ will 
include Henry Hunter, Fern Persons, Mary Franees Desmond, Linda Bar- 
rett, Fred £ ‘livan....They’re puppets for Les Weinroot’s script. 

Rosa Rio, organist at NBC, replaces Cass Parmentier on Tom Terriss 
travelogs. 

Irma Glen at the organ (musical) in ‘Medicine in the News’ on NBC... 
| Johnny Burke, the doughboy comic, connected with Alka-Seltzer National 
Barn Dance for a spell. 

Sid Strotz, NBC central division manager, pencilled in for a string of 
spieling dates, including appearances before the Chicago Association of 
Commerce and the St. Louis Advertising Club...Peterson Kurtzer, for- 
merly with Kastor radio department, back in Chicago after coast sojourn 
.--Dorothy Miller leaving the WOR sales office here to join exec statf of 
Arizona dude ranch...Quin Ryan, WGN manager, back in action after a 
siege of illness...Alec Templeton doubling to a flock of concert dates in 
the midwest and then shifts broadcast to New York after Jan. 1 to pick 
up eastern concert dates...Patricia Ann Manners to N.Y. to join ‘Myrt and 
Marge’ cast.... 

Robert Strong, former Wichitan, now directs own 14-piece orchestra on 
two NBC programs of Brown & Williamson, ‘Uncle Walter's Dog House’ 
and ‘Avalon Time.’ 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Screen Guild Theatre takes up origination in New York for three weeks 
after Nov. 12 broadcast here. Writers Jess Oppenheimer and Nat Perrin 
going ahead to prepare the scripts. Charles Laughton, Elsa Lanchester, 
Jean Hersholt and Reginald Owen vignette “The Beachcomber’ on getaway 
program...Aldrich family moving west so Ezra Stone can get in some pic- 
ture work at Paramount.,.Earle C. Anthony’s KECA celebrates 10 years 
of operation Nov. 15, nine of them as NBC blue outlet...Charlie Vanda on 


ae ie 








—_—_——_—_ 





Smith stanza will have added|a month’s cruise down Panama way...Ann Jamison taking time out from 
prestige. Up to now it’s been partly | radio for a concert tour...Elliott Lewis, actor on Silver theatre, hospital- 
uphill-selling for Bacher. Hobe. | ized for appendix snatch...J. Leslie Fox opened a downtown office for 


| Paul Raymer...Isabel Randolph doubling over to ‘One Man’s Family’ from 
‘Fibber McGee and Molly’ and may be a regular with the Tenderleaf Tea 
| troupe. .. Bill Stuart east ahead of Lum and Abner on tour...Donald Novis 
| being replaced as vocalist with ‘Fibber McGee and Molly’...Laurence 
| Olivier draws the Robert Donat role in ‘Good Bye, Mr. Chips’ broadeast 
fees = by Lux...Kate Smith got more publicity breaks than any visiting 
radioite in years. 





IN SAN FRANCISCO... . 


Breakfast Club, KFRC 8 a. m. fun show, now g0ing north on Don Lee 
| network to outlets in Oregon and Washington ... Lelia Vandevort, ex-KYA 
| secretary, added to KSFO staff... New KSFO promotional service: Girl 
phones S. F. business executives to inform them when CBS programs in 
which they should be interested will be aired . - » Phil Stearns replaces 
John B. Hughes on Borden Milk Co’s 8:30 a. m. and noon news on KFRC. 
Hughes still retains 4°30 p. m. spot... Tune ‘Termites,’ novelty musical 
idea with Glenn Hurlburt and Clancy Hayes will have sneak preview on 
KPO Nov. 10 at 9: p. m. . . . NBC Production Manager Bob Seal will talk 
radio to the gals at Mills College in Oakland Nov. 15. ‘Women’s Place ia 
.. . Philip G. Lasky, General Manager KSFO-KROW, 





Western Pacific Sponsors W Coast’s Percentage Of 
KFRC’s Election Tally; ny 
con Frances Noy 7 | Radio-Installed Homes 
Called Nation’s Best 


Western Pacific Railway, through 
Seattle, Nov. 7. 


Carl Wakefield Agency, has pur- 
chased KFRC election returns to- 
night, to be aired from the time they 
start coming in from the 
The Pacific Coast, traditionally @ 
forgotten zone for eastern agencies 
and advertisers, is actually the prize 
cut of the radio audience in turns 
of near-saturation, according to Art 


Morton of KIRO. He is making use 
of recent statistics which show that 
95.5% of all Oregon homes have ra- 





precincts 
story. KFRC’s News Bureau has de- 
elaborate calculating board 
which they claim enables. the 
airing of later totals and statewide 
re-caps than is possible for stations 
depending on wire service and 
newspaper reports. 


Handling the tabulation and airing 


of returns will be Phil Stearns, John | dio sets. 

B. Hughes, Art Van Horn and Mark Washington with a claimed 947 
Goodson. Special staff men in key | and California with 94.5 are right 
spots around town wiil augment re- behind. All three states top the 


ports received in news room through 
regular channels. A line open to 
the mayor’s office all night. 


nation in ratio. 


Pete Steele at WOR 








Early Birds, dawn cheer-up show! Peter Steele, formerly staff writer 


with emcee Eddie Dunn and Karl’ for CBS and NBC, has joined WOR as 
Lambertz orchestra, passed 3,000th assistant to Robert Simon, script 
| broadcast Thursday (9) over WFAA, | editor. 

Dailas. Began in March, 1930, now! He's the son of Wilbur Daniel 


oldest sustainer in the southwest. Steele, the fiction writer. 
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ASCAP Tacoma Hearings Wash Up 


Songwriter Denies Pacific Coast Lawyer’s Claim 
Music Is Just Rewriting 


siincnaiiaiiagites + 


Tacoma, Nov. 7. | Coast Musicians Purge 





The American Society of Com-| 
posers, Authors & Publishers hear- 
ing, which is slowly coming to a 
close, is being played up alongside 
war news and other national events 
jin the local press. Individual wit- 
nesses from New York are getting 
plenty of publicity. It looks as 
though the case will go to Special 
Master Archie Blair’s decision this 
week. ; , 

Herman Greenberg's testimony re- 
Jated principally to ASCAP opera- 
tion and organization. He asserted 
that ASCAP would be driven from 
operation in the state under the 
copyright legislation; that the pres- 
ent law would cost ASCAP about 
$250,000 a year. 

Testimony has ranged from ac- 
cusations that the society ‘extorted’ 


money, to the discussion of what is a APPEAL 
song writer. Ken Davis, former ® 
Seattle attorney now of Los Angeles, 


asked Irving Caesar, song writer, ‘Is 
a song poetry set to music?’ ‘No, it} Metro-Robbins music publishing 
isn't,’ he replied thoughtfully. ‘Song! group will become a party to the ap- 
writing and versifying are entirely | peal which is being taken by RCA 
different. It takes a certain kind of | Victor, Paul Whiteman and the Na-| 
talent. There are many fine versi-| tional Association of Broadcasters 
fiers, such as Arthur Guiterman and from Federal Judge Vincent Leibell’s 
Berton Braley, but they can’t seem | decision on phonograph record prop- 
to get the feel of putting words to! erty rights to the U. S. circuit court 
music—and vice versa.’ |of appeals. Regardless of whether 

Barrister and song writer differed the Music Publishers Protective As- 
as to how many songs there are in| sociation joins the attack on Judge 
ASCAP’S copyright pool. ‘Millions,’ | Leibell’s decree, the Robbins group 
said Caeser, ‘it goes into millions.’ 
‘Millions?’ Davis asked, appearing 
surprised. ‘Since 1909 only slightly 
more than 500,000 songs have been 
copyrighted in the U. S.”. ‘We have 
control of thousands and thousands 





Los Angeles, Nov. 7. 

Musicians Protective Ass'n has 
served notice on certain members to 
forthwith sever all ties with Musi- 
cians Democratic committee on pain 
of being expelled. 

Faction, organized within ranks of 
union, is accused of ‘subversive’ ac- 


tivity. 


| 














because most of the 
ivs. WNEW, N. Y.. had been based, 
| come from the Robbins catalog. 


Metro-Robbins will contend that 


of foreign copyrights, too,’ Caesar) the record 
replied. 
Davis was insistent that Caesar/ tions because the whole thing is | 


give a history of music. ‘Isn't it true | predicated on a limited right, that of 
there are three great music ages—| recording for home use, which had 
the ecclesiastical, romantic and mod- |been granted him by the statutory 
ern?’ Davis queried? ‘No,’ replied) copyright owner. The National As- | 
the song writer. ‘Well, there aLe| sociation of Performing Artists has | 
only a certain number of combina-| ajready yielded to this viewpoint, | 
tions. Isn't it true they have all|pence the alliance between the 
been used for years?’ asked the bar-| nAPA and music publishers for co- 
rister, ‘It is not. The number Of| aqministration of their (the interpre- 
combinations are infinite, infinite, tive artists’) rights in the proposed 
gag gy ows led C | drive to collect a fee on records used | 
s the hearing proceeded Caesar 


| : . ip ; in coin-operated machines. The in- 
ce aggetons with ‘Song writing at- terpretive whem Judse 
racts 


, 


artists, to 


You bag te ee | Leibell has granted the right to con- 
) ave no idea—thousands of}, . -ecordings. now 
: rol the use of their recordings, n 

— ag songs. I — ita i agree with publishers that this com- 

mantis ‘ik — a ar Ppa oe pte 'mon law right flows from the per- 

smells ce a manuscript. send|....: ; ‘yor toht owner | 

mission that the copyright owner | 

hundreds of them back unopened. | gives to make an arrangement of his | 

If you open one, first thing you} work. The copyright law makes this 
know somebody is suing you. Some | ik Sdn 


right to arrange the exclusive prop- 
|erty of the copyright owner. 
The co-administrative pact on coin 


nut out west is trying to sue me now,’ 
he continued. 

Edgar Leslie, song writer related 
steps he would have to take to com- 
ply with the requirements of the} 
State copyright law. He said he} 
wrote five numbers which made first | 
place on the hit parade and aggre- : 
fated 1,500,000 copies, and that his to collect 


signatured between the 
and the NAPA. The participation 
terms, 50-50, have been settled but 
the matter of setting up machinery 
the fee won't be settled 


j ; | for ¢ 1r week or two. James J. 
income from royalties averaged for another : ; : y hing 
b : Walker. former New York city 
about $14,000 per song. " 
‘ins - . mavor, will, as the new NAPA prez 
Final witness was Ad Craney, ast os Me. 1 pokesman for the in- 
KGIR, Butte, Mont., who identified | * ; 


terpretive artists in the col -machine 


Warner’ Bros. 
documenis. 


catalog and other 


proposition 


Highlight of the p.m. ; ee eo oublichers and 

S€ssion was introduction on_ insist- | Deal between the pu ees ex f és 

e : the NAPA faces opposition from 

ence of the state attorney of con- | ier iiichiae saminda tes 

— between ASCAP and CBS, iis ay Me tre Robl ns }{ roup 
BC ar a a _ ~~ | ine e 1e tro-Robbins 

and Mutual as exhibits. After | and Irving Berlin, Inc. These ele- 


Objection to the introduction of these 
exhibits, Master Blair acceded to re- 
quest and had contracts identified. 
Introduction of the documents indi- 
cated that state was going to try and 
Prove radio stations pay twice for 
the same service. 

ASCAP attorneys weve given 10 
days to submit briefs, after which | 
state and interventors will be given 
10 days to file their brief. Blair will 
Prepare his findings and submit 
them to the Federal court of the 
Tacoma district, which will deliver 
its decision. 


tween publisher and_ interpretive 
artist would be inequit ble, since the 
publisher himself must split what 
| he gets with his writers. The oppo- 
lsition takes the view that if there Is 
'to be an alliance it should be predi- 
cated on the basis of a third for the 
publisher, a third for the writer and 
a third for the interpretive artist. 


WKY’s New Hired Girl 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 7. 








Margaret Muse, young vocalist 

—, eee a from Cameron College, clicked in 

Bob Wright and Chet Forrest} audition at WKY and is on staff. 
Cleffed six songs for Tony Martin in Allan Clark, musical director, Gis- 


, 


Columbia’s ‘Passport to Happiness.’| covered her and set up special hear- 


Ditties are ‘No Other Love,’ ‘Hearts| ing for general manager, Ed Bell 
in the Sky,’ ‘Prelude to Love,’| and station chief Gayle Grubb. 
Punchinello,’ ‘It's a Blue World’ and| Miss Muse wil! be on local and 





HACKS GLIGKING 


| 
| 


| September. 
| proved 


manufacturer has »° | Sha ? Spe ° | Ni h 
common law right in his reproduc- | Ww $ Cla ig t 


| received a letter from the bandman’s 
| spot and report any contacteers that 


machine rights has not as yet been | | 
publishers | A 
| Kyser and Ben Bernie played in the ac 
|room and that the hotel's manage- 
' 


ments hold that a split of 50-50 be- | _ 
: | ing Corp. has been chartered to con- 


| tal stock authorized is $99,960, cov- 





Oh, What a Lovely Dream.’ | NBC shows originating here. 


CROSSROADS MUSIC MARKE 











Songpluggers Union Concedes 


IN i AML ETS Certain Strike Exemptions To 








Magazine Distribution Tie- | 


+ 
| 


Employer-Contactman as Such 


eee in Large City. 


Following strong objections inter- 


Up Indicate Response Slow | William Wieman to WB aia by spokesman for publishing 





—Other Outlets for Sheet 
Sales Probably Adequate 


William Wieman has quit as gen- 
eral sales manager of the E. B. 
Marks Music Corp. to become an 
' executive of the standard department 
lin the Warner Bros. publishing 
; group. His spot at Marks is being 
|taken by Carl Zoehrns, who has 
been with Irving Berlin, Inc. 

Wieman’s new connection will give 
him an opportunity to settle down 
permanently in New York. This was 
one of his chief reason’s for making 
the change. 


NIGHT CLUB 
OWNER SUES 
ASCAP 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 
An open court test of the right of 





SHIFTS FOLLOW 





International Circulation Co., which 
services magazine counters in drug, 
stationery and tobacco stores, last 
week made a preliminary report to 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation on the company’s activities 
in the sheet music field. Distributed 
some 500 racks containing current 
popular music during August and 
Report states that sales 
very favorable in small 
towns, but the project meant little 
as far as the big cities were con- 
cerned. The one exception in the 
latter class was Los Angeles. 

As a result of this finding the 
vast majority of the music racks will 
be shifted to smaller communities. 
The conclusions drawn by the ICC 
is that its clients can be of limited 
service to the publishing trade in the 
cities where established dealers can 
take care of available demands, but 
the outlook for these racks is far} the American Society of Composers, 
more promising out on the cross-| authors & Publishers to levy fees 
roads. The company feels that it has on radio stations, theatres and 











| is determined to enter the legal fight | opened outlets for sheet music where | niteries, ig skedded in U. S. District 


numbers ©M | that product has never been sold be-| Court here with the filing of a $50,- 
| which the original action, Whiteman | fore and that the experiment as a 


000 damage suit against the organiza- 


| whole is satisfactory to them. | tion by Arthur H. Padula, owner of 


| the Anchorage, River Drive spot. 
| Padula’s suit filed Thursday (2) 
| charged ASCAP with being an 
| ‘illegal monopoly’ and its fees ‘con- 


Draws Frown From | *c2tory’ 
Contactmen’s Union | £05: in’ cctuistion te coer 


who formerly operated 
filed his 
| suit in retaliation to one filed against 
| him for $1,500 by ASCAP last Sept. 
\7 for 


; alleged infringement of six 
Executive council of the contact- copyrighted songs. 
| men’s union last week put the freeze Padula, through his counsel, M. 
on Artie Shaw, playing at the Hotel | Herbert Syme and Benjamin R. 
| Pennsylvania, after publishers had | simons, in an answer denying he 


| had violated any copyrights, coun- 


firms which are controlled by film 
producers, the contactmen’s union 
last week agreed to revise the terms 
of its proposed contract so that em- 
ployer-executives who double as 
pluggers would not have their free- 
dom of action stymied by member- 
ship in the union. The revamped 
agreement comes up for discussion at 
a meeting slated for this afternoon 
(Wednesday) in the offices of the 
K-usic Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation. 

As the contract now stands the 
| head_ of a publishing firn. are free to 
enter their offices in the event of a 
strike or picket line. If they are de- 
prived of membership in the union 
for violating the regulations on ex- 
ploitation practices they can only be 
subject to a double fine of $500 for 
th: first time and double $1,000 each 
time thereafter, or twice as much as 





the penalty that woull be meted out 
in the case of an ordinary executive, 
Other changes which were agreed 


; to at a meeting last Thursday (2) 


| between an MPPA committee and 
union delegation include: 
1. The union will keep its books 
completely open to new members 
and that any person selected by an 
employer must be admitted unless 
it can be proved he will be detrimen- 
tal to the best interests of the union 
| and the music industry. Band lead- 
ers’ brothers or relatives are cases 
|} in point. 

2. No strike may be called during 
or preceding the settlement-of a vio- 
lation charge by an arbitration board. 

3. A roof is imposed on the amount 
that a publisher must pay an em- 
ployee in lieu of discharge notice. 

| For men on the job five years ago 
it can be eight weeks or a maxi- 
mum of $1,000, and in the case of 
those employed for 10 years or more 








the maximum obligation i- $1,500. 


Film Influence 
Picture company spokesmen con- 


| tended that some of the terms in the 


manager asking them to —— =e tered with the 50G claim against | 
special celebrity — - Lich = | ASCAP. 

oe ‘<S e vo Ss 2 jn 

held Thursday nights, ‘he Union | Badete stated the had Sn. cent 
treated this bid as a ‘command |} 


agreement’ with ASCAP to play the 
couple | : ; . 

| numbers specified in their suit, and 
consequently did not violate any 
copyright. 


attendance’ and delegates a 
officials to do ‘M.P.’ duty around the 


disregarded the ban. 
Shaw later disclaimed having any 


| 
knowledge of the letter and declared | N E 
that it was okay with him as to 2 D SI GFRIED LINE 


whatever night music men wanted 


to come to the spot. it was ex-|  SQNG SOLD IN U.S. A. 


plained that the special Thursday | 
night thing had prevailed while Kay 


Mills has obtained’ the 
American rights to England’s other 
‘Siegfried Line’ song. Mills’ import, 


ment thought that Shaw’s manager, , ; 
‘I'm Sending You the Siegfried Line 


Ben Cole, ought to extend the same 


invitation to publishers in behalf of |t0 Hang Your Washing On’, is pub- | 


the new attraction. lished on the other side by Irwin | 
Dash. 

American rights to another British 

similar theme, ‘I’m Gonna 


NAT SHILKRET GOES Hang My Washing on the Sie fried 
PUBLISHER IN EAST. Bernstein & Co. last snonth but aii 
6 


irm hasn’t been able to do much 
about it in the United States because 
of the networks’ 
Peter 


of this 


ban on war songs. 
Maurice is the London pub 
one. 


Albany Novy 7 
Nathaniel S} ilkret Music Publish- 


Short Sesh at Waldorf 


duct a business in New York. Capi- 
ering 2,940 shares of stock. Of the | 
latter, 980 are preferred at $100 par 
value and 1,960 shares are common 
at $1 par value. Jerome F. P. Tobin,| Due to rehearsals for the forth- 
of New York, is the filing attorney. | coming ‘Swingin’ the Dream,’ mu- 
cinidecdones | sical version of ‘Midsummer Night’s 
; Dream,’ the Benny Goodman orches- 
Owns Quincke tra is playing only from 11 p.m. on 
Nat Shilkret bought the Quincke | at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, N. Y. 
catalog a couple of years ago and | Nat Brandwynne band went in Mon- 
organized Nylo Music Publishers, | day (6) for the dinner sessions. 
Inc., on the Coast, with the purchase | Goodman 
serving as the nucleus of an active | vocalist, 
business. The Nathaniel Shilkret | Foster. 
Music Publishing Corp. will make | Mildred Bailey doing the band’s 
his first publishing venture in the | Camel] broadcast and record dates. 








Louise Tobin, 


east. The Hartmans witl dance both 
He has a son associated with him | dinner and supper, backed by two 
in Nylo. different bands. 


original agreement would, if accept- 


|ed by them, result in a drastic re- 


vision of their firms’ relations with 
union labor, It would be unfair for 


res ’ . o 
the contactmen’s union to insist on 


the discharge of the head of one of 
their publishing firms just because 
he violated the union’s rules. All the 
union, they argued, should demand 


| is that the firm’s chief executive re- 


For Goodman’s Band | 


last week replaced his | 
with Kay | 
She'll sing at the hotel only, | 


frain from performing but one duty, 
and that is contacting. The film men 
| also urged that one executive from 
each firm he excluded from com- 
pulsory membership in the union. 

Officials of the contactmen’s union 
point out that so far they ve been 
very patient in compromising on 
each objection brought up by the 
| employers and they express the hope 
that the tendency 4o contest each ‘if- 
and-or’ doesn’t take on the sem- 
blance of a stalleroo. They say that 
they would rather have every point 
amicably adjusted than be compelled 
to set a one-sided date of contract 
eectiveness. 


GOODMAN FRERE MAY 
GO INTO MUSIC BIZ 


Benny Goodman’s brother, Harry, 
| whose Pick-a-Rib, 52d street (N. Y.) 


| eatery, venture is doing only mildly, 
may become a music publisher. 

There is talk of dickering with 
Belle Baker for her late husband, 
Maurice Abrahams’ catalog, which 
has an ASCAP rating. 


ART FREW IN COLUMBUS 
Columbus, Nov. 7. 

Arihur W. Frew, formerly esso- 
ciated with Consolidated Radio Art- 
| ists, Inc., Cleveland, has opened a 
| new orchestra booking office here. 
He plans to operate under the name 
of Radio Orchestra of America, 

Will handle CRA attractions in 
} this territory. 
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On the Upbea + Band Bookings Bes eet Music Sellers 
+. | 
pwwwwes=~~. 2 aaa baaaid (Week ending Nov. 4, 1939) 
Pete Rubino, former trumpeter; Shaw, Dec. 10, and Jimmy Dorsey Ruby Wewman, Nov 24, New | | 
with Red Norvo’s orch, has joined sometime in January, are set for the England Newspaper Guild Ball, South of the Border SVS CEVA C0666 etn ess sense e RROITO 
Pat Shavelin’s band at the Ever- Fitch Bandwagon program. | Boston: 25, Harvard hop, Hotel *Over the Rainbow (Wizard of Oz’). Pree srry Feist 
green Casino, Philly. cocrnanaie’ | Statler, Boston. EPCRA were arr vieusc oats kaw ae BVC 
Artie Shaw, Glenn Miller, Benny Roy Eldridge. week, Dec. 1, How- op Be dy a see, MEER TT eee Famous 
Eddy Brant at William Penn Ho-! Goodman, Count Basie, are lined up ard theatre, Washington, D. ¢ My Prayer (innevsse¥usees¥ecesss cas 
tel’s Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, for an-;for shots at Savoy Ballroom, N. Y. Ramona, week, NOV 16, Cariton | Lilacs in the Rain...........cccscsecccecccevcccccces Robbins 
other four weeks. Placed by MCA. Only definite ya is  nnone te nia teagan Ale ae es | age pve the Mandolin Sddbhata phe ee . Santly 
= ul Christmas Eve. irskine awkins. with ) Z Ss é n an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room.......,.... Circle 
w ¥Y DTAWINE BOOM, «ccc ccens ¢ 
F band starts stand there Nov. 23. Al Donahue, Nov. 19, Waldorf- Beer Barrel Polka Shapi 
a = inte } “ 4 poh < tae eee eererrey wi? Tt ff © 2 eo 2 oe ee eo onapira 
_ aoe hog — a A weg —— | Astoria hotel, N. Y.,; 26, titz B., | *An Apple for the Teacher (‘Star Maker’)............ Santly 
New Penn, Pittsburgh, é : ve ne -Cadillac | Bridgeport, Conn.; Dec, 16, Manhat- What’s New Sten: 
nite stay, succeeding Ralph Allen Joe Sudy goes into Book-Cadillac a oes. a at's NEW ... 1.6... eee e ee eee ee seees reer yee rie re Witmark 
and his Detroiters. Latter outfit hotel, Detroit, tomorrow (9), -— —~ t * "Wey, 16 Leon tAre You Havin’ Any Fun (Scandals’ ). Cor ceeeevces Crawford 
‘ a ee a ie oe enuti, Nov. , B Day In—Day Out .......cece ara eit pata ose 6 ak hs i * 
owl a ath, prc Ts a sale Les Brown does one-nighter at | Edaie's, H. 5. N 19, Ritz B., +South American Way (Streets of Paris’)..... ee 
next week (13).| . Woody Herman, Nov PE PN Sic cndedrrabs pb pdedsespeeeCbeweeo ean: Feist 





Benny Burton opened Monday (6) 
at Bill Green’ Casino, succeeding 
Ray Pearl, who's hitting the one- 


night route in Pittsburgh district for 
a couple of weeks. 

Providence will have a_ busy 
month as far as dance name bands 
are concerned with Les Brown slated 
(10), Ted Powell (11), Jimmie Dor- 
sey (16), Larry Clinton (22), and 
Bunny Berrigan (25). All at Arca- 
dia ballroom. 

scabies 

Glenn Miller @ne-nights Armistice 
Day (11) at Westchester 
Center, 
man promoting. 





Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport, has 
booked Jimmie Lunceford Nov. 12 


and Woody Herman Nov. 19. 





Will Bradley orchestra begins a 
stand at the New Kenmore hotel, 
Albany, N. Y., Saturday (11). 
Emery Deutsch follows on an un- 
named date. 





Buddy ty band goes into the 
Drake hote ». Chicago, Dec. 1. 





with Bill 
Barnet’s 


Barbara Bush, Senuinite 
Marshall, joined Charlie 
band. Band went into the 
land Ballroom, Boston, Monday 

Ted Straeter added Maggie Mc- 
Nellis vocalist with his band at 
Monte Carlo, N. Y. 





as 





Quintones, vocal quintet, 
by General Amusement. 

Lemmy Hayton band goes 
Leon and Eddie's, N. Y., for 
weeks Nov. 30. 


signed 





into 
four 


Glenn Miller this week (12), Artie 








! Lincoln hotel, N. Y., 


/ on 
County | 
White Plains, Charles Shrib- | 


South- | 
(6). | 





STOP KICKING 
MY HEART 
AROUND 


BABY 
ME 


WwW 











CRA moving its Chicago office. 

Glenn Miller and Larry Clinton 
will both have spreads in Life Mag 
soon, 





into the Para- 
Dec. 20 with 


Merry Maes go 
mount theatre, N. Y., 
Casa Loma band on 
holiday stand at the Par. 


Al Donahue added Stewie McKay 





tenor sax. Donahue goes into 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. Y., 
Jan. 1. 


Gene Krupa has two NBC shots 
per week from Sherman hotel, Chi- 
cago. 





Ford Leary 
Larry 


staying with the 
Clinton band but has given 


|up trombone work for straight vo- 
| calling. 


Bill McCune stays at Carlton ho- 
| tel, Washington, D. C., until Jan. 1. 


Don Alfonso Brazilian band added 
to Nat Brusiloff’s at the Park Cen- 
tral hotel, N. Y. 





Adrian Rollini Trio who recently 
closed at the Cafe La Maze, Holly- 
wood, are en route east and open at 
the Carlton, Jamaica, week Nov. 9. 





Ken Sweitzer Mending 


Kansas City, Nov. 7. 
Dusty Roades and orch moved out 
of the Terrace Grill tonight minus 
services of Ken Sweitzer, trumpet, 
who stays on here hospitalized by 
an emergency appendectomy. He’s 
husband of Helen Nash, band’s war- 


latter's annual | 





| Fair: 


| 
i 


ja fine 
| with good trombone break 
}is lifting 


bler. 
Les Bowman, formerly with Judy | 
Conrad’s aggregation, tooting in 


Sweitzer’s stead while Rhoades’ crew 
makes a series of one-nighters in the 
territory. On Nov. 28 orch moves 
into the Paxton hotel, Omaha, to fol- 
low Don Bestor for a month’s en- 
yagement. 


JERRY GILBERT AT MOBILE 


Mobile, Ala., Nov. 7. 


Jerry Gilbert’s sweet and novelty 
crew began a four weeks’ stand 
at the Cawthon hotel’s Rose Room 
here last week (2). Band = suc- 
ceeded Hal Hartman’s ‘Melloaires,’ 
who were in for two months. Gil- 
bert does two sessions a day. He 
came here from a long stay at El 


Rancho, Chester, Pa. 
Gilbert’s personnel lists: Sam 
ABC MUSIC CORP. Miller, violin; Joe Young, sax; 
799 7th Ave. New York John Harbo, bass; Gilbert Tull, 
DAVE BERNIE, Prof. Mer. lrums and trumpet, beside leader 
and Bertie Austin, vocalist. 




























ane \Hhey dont come better or bigger 
7 “NIGHT MISTS IN THE CANYON 


Another Tune Like Hindustan 


KOH JOHNNY, OH JOHNNY, OH 


Once Again a Geusation 


E})MISSOURI WALTZ 


Acknowledged World’s Greatest Waltz 


Yi you havent got em-you better get em 


FORSTER sustiswer inc. 





216 §. WABASH AVE, 


CHICAGO 


| 


| 


|} ing ballad. 


| stuff, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


‘Many 
Say Is True.’ 
a smogthly played, neat arrangement | My Prayer 
of a good tune that’s moving up.; Day In—Day Out 


| 


| and Soul’-"Dixieland Detour.’ 
| features B 


Bridgeport, Conn. 
Glenn Miller, Nov. 19, Trianon B., 
Toledo, Ohio; Dec. 27, Indiana Roof 
B., Indianapolis. 
Freddy Fisher, Nov. 17, three; 
weeks, Old Vienna, Cincinnati. 
Larry Clinton, Nov. 22, Arcadia B., 
Providence, R. I. 
Claude Hopkins, 


Nov. 13, George | 
F. Pavilion, 


Johnson City, N. Y. 





Dise Reviews 











| 
Shaw (Bluebird  10446),) 


Dreams Ago’-If What You | 
Both good. Former is | 


Artie 


Shaw’s clarinet stands out. Reverse | 


is so-so tune, rhythmically done with | 


n.s.g. Tony Pastor vocal. Helen For- 


rest does ‘Dreams.’ 


Slim Gaillard 





(Vocalion 5138), 


‘A-well-a-take-’em-a-Joe’ ‘Chicken | 
Rhythm. Both good. First is an| 
okay novelty with exceptional 
bounce. Nice guitar and piano 
breaks and attention getting sax lick. 
Other side is_ similar, Gaillard 


handles both vocals 

Teddy Wilson (Columbia 35220), 
‘Exactly Like You’-‘Booly-Ja-Ja.’ | 
Wilson’s socko piano work is} 
brightest thing on both sides. Does 








best on. first Background band 
n.sS.g. 
Tommy Dorsey (Victor 26376), 


‘Nightglow’-"Stomp It Off.’ 
ballad liltingly 


‘Glow’ is 
treated and 
Reverse | 
stuff on an oldie. 
sax figure in breaks, 

Bob Crosby (Decca 2763), ‘Lilacs 
in the Rain’-"What Used to Was Used 
to Was.’ Good-fair. Former is clear, 
smooth work on a tried tune. Nice 
sax work, and better than average 
vocal by Crosby. Reverse is lively 
tempoed fare with good sax also, 
otherwise nothing outstanding. Teddy 
Grace vocals 


ensemble 
Trombone and 





Glenn Miller (Bluebird 10438), 





‘So 
Many Times’ - ‘Out of Space.’ 
Smoothly played and nicely ar- 
ranged, but hasn’t the lift of the 
Dorsey version. Ray Eberle vocal is 
just fait ‘Space’ is okay ensemble 
stuff but not attention-getting 
Tommy Dorsey (Victor 26386), ‘So 
Many Times’-‘Baby What Else Can I 


Do.’ Rhythmicalily punchy 
ment of good tune Fine 
break. early, followed by 


arrange- 
trombone 
clear Jack 


Leonard vocal Reverse is one of 
first by Anita Boyer, new vocalist. 
Does nice job. Side also has good 
sax and muted trombone, 


Duke Ellington (Columbia 35240), 


‘Bouncing Buoyancy’ - ‘A Lonely 
Co-Ed.” Both sides typically Elling- 
|ton, former speedy with good trum- 


| pet, and listenable 
Other is 


sax team at finale. 
neat treatment of interest- 
Ivy Anderson vocals. 





Jimmy Lunceford (Vocalion 4887), 


| Monday through Sunday 


*Filmusical. +Production. 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 AM. 


Following ts a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
(Oct. 30-Nov. 5). Total pin tet ipl accumulated 

















| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.1 Sumbol ¢ 
denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 
GRAN 
ITLE PUBLISHER Toren 
South of the Border rere Terre ere | 
ba 2, ee ee me iecaeese ¢ MPATIOOTEE ccciscccccce 
ef. eee ala esevattaiaiieta GS ircsauies éekecae 3 
PO ae Lenesessssn sce’: 36 
BS Care CRs ktks 6 500 5 OEE a Varn 3 
El Rancho Grande. eee rere Marks “ ~ ao 
Good Morning...*Babes in Arms.............. . Chappell ied 29 
Are You Havin’ Any Fun...+Scandals......... .- Crawford 28 
SE es con cig a CCE EERE ; re oe 28 
I Didn’t Know What Time...+Too Many Girls... Chappell ... 27 
UN PIENE one's bo 5 0 0:0 bc. 0-0 0 0'ew 000d ane eer eee 27 
eee Sk ON EOIN cn cs Sec cicceceasevereraveve yo! re 26 
Over the Rainbow...*Wizard of Oz..........:6. i ee 26 
DEY UsRSt GOOOGKYVE. .....cccccesceseos Sepia a rake . Berlin , ; 23 
Ram Aa ane hese ee ene et OUMEN 2... <a 
An Apple for the Teac her PBtae MaRer. .. «iso BOntly ..... . a 
Man with the Mandolin.............cecececeees SANUY cece: <eo e 
ee NN: ae g bce eedkek ends Harms ..... + oa 
Little Man Who Wasn't There..........ccecceees Robbins .... — 8 
Baby Me..... are ee Te rere ee le 17 
Ca1 I Help It...#Swin; gin’ *the Dream .........0.- Remick ro 
Dins,Dong Witch Is De, id TWFISATG OF OS. 66 ccc Ihe csccss » aa 
beret meave Cone More Kiss. ...<écsccccsvccvece Santly 17 
Mela-choly Lullabye Piet ca SE Ree eee Paramount 7 
| Goodnight My Beauti ful. PINNED oo sous Crawford . . 16 
| Love Never Went Colle Too Manv Girls... Chappell . 16 
Stop! It’s Wonderful os er . 16 
It's a Hundred to One .Miller .. 7 
Bless You Stan he en a ate Vaireriiaindn ah waibwle KR eee Words ... 13 
I Thought About You . Mercer 13 
Stop Kicking My Heart Around.............se0e0d ABC 13 
Table in a Corner .. Robbins 13 
rr eet ree Se WU 5c a0: Giecw ace bw brareearele Harms .. 12 
a ES ae ee Harms . 12 
Ciri Biri Bin .. Paramount 12 
Comes Love *Yokel Boy ' «eee Chappell 12 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room. ‘gare | Circle 12 
Pee S FeO, FID, FADO DAV. wc cece sechbesecews Famous 12 
Honestlv . Santly li 
Moonlight Serenade .... Robbin 11 
Sak Oe CE PREY DEOOR . oo vcc ccc ckcvcsecve .. Witmark 11 
| Tomorrow Night ... Berlin 1k 
After All . Sun 10 
At Least You Cee SR, BIN 6 cde wea dbase aeaee Feist li) 
Go Fly a Kite *Star Maker... . Famous 1) 
It Had ee MMOL ad cada wielaeae 4 . Remick 10 
To You .Paramount 10 
with neat clarinet in early spins and; Never Went to College.’ Good in- 
;}punch in entire arrangement, Both! terpretation of good tune ith sock 
OK | vocal by Bob Allen. Trumpet and 
|sax breaks” give added _~=s punch 
Will Bradley (Vocalion 5150), ‘Love’ is sm vothly treated Both 
‘Memphis Blues’-‘Old Doc Yak.’ First | Production numbers 
record turned out by new band is|=>: om 
good work. Both are clear and well | 
arranged. Former has punch with Smack! Smack! Smack! 
good hot break by Bradley's trom- A TERRIFIC NOVELTY 
bone. Reverse is good novelty tune 
| with fine drum and good vocal work | 
|! by McKinley. | MUST H A 
Harry James (Columbia 35227), | 
‘Here Comes the Night’--Feet Drag- ONE MORE 
gin’ Blues.’ Tunes n.s.g., former a| 
so-so ballad, smoothly done with | 
vocal by Frank Sinatra, but has little q 
lappeal. Title of reverse fits the | a 
|tempo which slowly develops then 9 ? 
goes all out 3ackground saxes here DOUBLE VERSION 
‘Time’s a  Wastin’- Well Allright | are nice touch. Fairish in toto. EXTRA CHORUSES 
Then.” Former is arranged with a 
punch, vocal by Dan Gri om Lat- 
ter has sock sax work in initial 
spins Choral repetition of title 
phrase is followed by good ensem- 
ble work, Lunceford’s (5116), 
‘Sassin’ the Boss’ and ‘Who Did You 


Meet Last Night?’ 
First is movingly 


rates fair-good. 
tempoed ensemble 
but reverse is livelier, ‘Who’ 
has fine sax team and_ trumpet 
breaks. Dan Grissom voeals ‘Sassin’. | 


Jimmy Dorsey (Decca 2735), 


‘Body 
First 
Bob Eberle’s fine vocal in- | 
terpretation of a tune which particu- | 
larly fits his voice. Occupies entire | 
side. Other is interesting material 


ey ANTLY-JOY-SELECT 
_Hal Kemp (Victor 26368). ‘I Didn't Bo troadway, New York 
Kno What Time It Was'’-‘Love 


———!,, 














— 





4 SWELL SWEET SONG 


HONESTLY 


Getting Bigger and Bigger Day by Day 
ios Ben gees 1619 Broadway, New York 

















The SMASH HIT by. the 


writers of 


‘Music 


————— 


Maestro, Please’ 


HITE LIES AND RED ROSES 


ABC MUSIC CORPORATION 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 


Dave Bernie, Prof. Mar. 
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| In id § | DEWITT WITH DORSEY 
nside Stufl—Bands : andsmen Doubling As Pubs Evoke 
Lou Levy Picked Him Up On 
Chicage Hideout Circuit 
—_- -————ooorre * e ¢ 
Supreme court justice Edward R. Koch in N.Y., Friday (3), ordered the Tommy Dorsey made a second Behind = the , Scenes 0 osition 
examination before trial of Artie Shaw, in connection with a $30,000 action change in vocalists in two months 
of Eli E. Oberstein against him. The examination will take place in the last week when Allen DeWitt ee > 
supreme court Nov. 9, and Shaw is to produce all books and records rele- ae Doge Fossa A — a reine 
- pws inati é 4 é y suse, ago. ] 
vent 0 one caereaaten . ; ; Dorsey oun poset wd Edythe OH ‘WIFFENPOOF Vexed by the growing trend of 
The plaintiff, who was formerly the manager of artists and repertoire Wright with Anita Boyer. Leonard omnis bandmen going into the mu: b- 
of RCA-Victor, claims that Shaw was the beneficiary of counsel from him as yet has nen plans eee merneee Miller Ws. Schirmer Over Yale jiching bus ts ' pagal cass 
from May, 1937-May, 1938. Twenty thousand dollars is sought on that} pewitt was picked up singing Song’s Publication a So ae we Te Se 
basis. Ten per cent of the orchestra leaders’ earnings are sought for the) 2-ourd Chicaso with small bands a aiaaicsaia publishers are retaliating by actively 
period of May 5, 1938-Dec. 31, 1938, during which time Shaw earned little while ago and brought ‘i. Ne be Application was made to the N. Y becoming interested in new and up- 
$100,000, the complaint alteges. York by Lou Levy, manager of the federal court Monday ‘6) for a Dec, -¢oMing dance bands. The music 
Shaw claims traud and deceit, says the agreement was made under Andrews Sisters. This is his first'6 trial of the suit of Miller Music, pubs say that they are more logiea)- 
duress, and was Lage Rap — he was threatened with the loss of his job since. He joined Dorsey Fri-| Inc. against G. Schirmer, Inc. Miller. ly becoming sponsors or mentors of 
Victor contract if he did no — day (3). is attempting to secure depositions bands than the maestros are lovicully 
; ; oer of certain composers who are not in invading the publishing business. 
While playing at the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, recently Will e N. Y. Music men predicate this clai 
Osborne recognized a young fellow who he had noticed hanging around | Suit seeks os ti and ac- | the fa ‘t that as th : i “ yore 
= | the bandstand while Osborne was playing previously at the Palmar, Los | an a 1Z ee os ges 7 Preece _— aa rest pint cond if ey have the finan- 
Angeles. It developed that the boy was an amateur entertainer and was eats ccchiaamens tay 2 a . stekaa yandh pete Path agony os é = bovine” 
in Chicago on m VEBr. Osborne seve him an audition and promptly | 9 Bese gee Yale,’ in shia the shcins (2) in Rag reocenitn, «oe get % pes 
signed him. He does a turn similar to Dwight Fiske. . G d: R f tiff’s. ‘Wiffenpoof Song’ was used. thing they do already by puolich ns 
He was a hit with the band at the Lyric theatre, Indianapolis last week 00 9 00 S | Schirmer claims authorization to use the creative works of the sundry or- 
and will be with the unit when it opens at the Flatbush theatre, N. Y. 


. . ‘ ' the song in a Jimited edition for Yale chestra leaders, and the worls of 
tomorrow (Thursday ) Names James Kopp 3d and he’s a graduate of . 


Soutl California U 'College. Miller charges Schirmer’s their arrangers or band-members 
aliforniz ; ba , a : 

n eee A ouvert edition is not the official Yale edi- Music firms, by and large. ure 

d e tion, and therefore an infringement taking umbrage at this and 1! 

























































} | 
° Orchestras of Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey will play opposition to each of copyright. maestro investing in the Pras base 
} other for a short stretch again when Jimmy’s group opens at the Sherman ecintadlaitaas a — . lishing business It's no secret 
n Hotel, Chicago, for six weeks Dec. 27. Tommy's band is currently at the of that a few of the professional 
L Palmer House and remains there until second week in January. Last time Atlanta, Nov. 7. ° managers are retaliating bv takin: 
1 the two were In opposition was two years ago in New York at the Penn- | Johnny Long orchestra with Helen Sherman Suing Chappell saann teed passive inte vest ™ ‘ahaa 
10 sylvania and New Yorker Hotels. Y — t Frid (10) at | ts 4 hands. esneciall ienen wi oles 
Jimmy is now at Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. until Nov. 15, being — vied , _— eee. reg And Lew Brown Alieging ick sheen a - dir t nee si 
6 replaced next day by Glenn Miller. Dorsey does one-nighters and theatres | 4nsley Hotel's Rainbow Roof, swank rd peng sihened “hai Ps ages 
0 before the Chicago date. He'll get four NBC net and eight local wires| new dine and dance spot which is N C dit ‘y k 1B 2 A peed rie hae e — = ™ 
9 from the Sherman exclusive to MCA. Long's outfit re- On-Lredit on OKE Gy oP ae 
28 erres places for one week ‘Buddy’ Rogers, —-—— rr epegnee ae 
28 Contract for a one-night date back in 1931 was exhibited by a booker | who comes back Nov. MN. Room Chappell & Co. and Lew Brown Cut Out Extr Vi Ij 
7 as a prize bast week to Arthur Michaud, who booked the date at the time. | opened with Tommy Dorsey's band, | last week asked the N. Y. Supreme a 10; 
0G Called for band that today couldn't be bought for any amount. Six-piece | followed by Henry Busse, Rogers be- | Court to dismiss Al Sherman's suit P 
6 outfit was to be composed of Tommy Dorsey, trombone; Jimmy Dorsey, ing third occupant of podium. |against them in connection with the art, Pleads Retailer 
3 sax: Bix Beiderbecke or Bunny Berigan, trumpet; Johnny Morris or Stan, There’s $1.25 cover charge. Bands ceore of ‘Yokel Boy’ on the ground 
29 King on drums; Arthur Schutt, piano, and Carl Kress, guitar. Outfit was that play this spot are aired over | that the works had been copyrighted none 
1 to draw $285. WGST, local CBS outlet, unless they under the statutes by Sherman him- Members of the Music Publishers 
21 : have NBC commitments, in which | self and that the action could there- Pretective Association were fur- 
” ‘ . case they re heard on WSB and fore be brought only in the Federal a last week ¥ ith a cony of ra 
17 | WAGA, NBC Red and Blue stations | Court. The motion is returnable be- letter from Volkwein Bros., Pitts- 
17 ns e — USIC respectively. fore Justice Ferdinand Pecora Mon- rsh dealers, in which it is urvee 
17 Russ Morgan (CRA) and band are day (13). that the publishers cut out the second 
17 ree a ar ek S ee playing a dance engagement tonight Sherman is suing for $150,000. al- | V'@lin part in orchestrations becausé 
a. | (Tuesday) at City Aud, promoted leging that Chappell and Brown, as S°™Me retailers were making a prac- 
16 Because his €x-associate, Jack Bregman ‘(Bregman-Vocco-Conn) is by Tom Bailey, who operates a chain publisher and producer, had con-/ tice of selling one of these parts sep- 
16 publishing the Benny Goodman arrangement of ‘Swingin’ the Dream’ of colored theatres here. spired to deprive him of his rights arately. The sale of the violin part, 
7 (Erik Charrell’s hot Shakespearean version), Jack Robbins wouldn't okay Rudy Bundy and outfit have @S a co-writer of the score. Sher- moored for 15c, was, according t 
13 the use of a few bars of ‘Darktown Strutters Ball’ and “Blue Moon’. These! noved into Henry Grady Hotel's ™an claims that, even though reg- Pittsburghers, hurting the sak of 
13 are in the finale, and Goodman asked Robbins for copyright permission. Spanish Room. They're aired ove) istered copyright cards credit him both the complete orchestration and 
13 Understood the arrangements cost $4.000. This is the show slated for WATL. local indie. ; with being in on the score, his name | Sheet music. 
13 the Center in Radio City, N. Y Sheek eliititen te wlitis ant aad | omitted from the published ver- Volkwein also stated that the two 
12 : prmronto pew is Sibiiei kn Siebak's Sj]- sions, and the names of others sub- violin parts weren’t of any use to 
= South of the Border,’ published by Shapiro-Bernstein, has during the se snap eal a el "ona pre- stituted by Brown. the modern dance orchestra anyway 
1? past two weeks sold 130.000 copies of sheet music, which is somewhat viding music. Biltmore’s Pompeian Prunes involved are Let's Make and that the publishing business 
1 over the records set for the current year by ‘Deep Purple’ and ‘Sunris€’ Room features Jimmy Beers. organ- Memories | Tonight’, ‘I Can't Afford would save itself considerable money 
12 Serenade. ‘Border’s’ sales have already tallied 250,600 copies Same! ict tor dinner music. to Dream and ‘Rhythm Makes Me if it included but one such part in 
ii firms ‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ which is now in its eighth month and - : p Wanna’. an orchestration, 
11 rates the record occupant of the bestseller list for “39, has gone over 500,- All Atlanta night Spots are sell- — — — — — : SS - —_—— 
11 000 copies to date, outs whenever Georgia Tech has a 
ll = Saturday game here. 
10 ~ ae ) 
10 Alan Schulman’s arrangement, ‘Shoot the Schubert to Me Hubert,’ is ; © 
10 ewingo version of Franz Schubertiana which he and his New Friend TONY PASTOR ON OWN D 
10 of Music ensemble (7) are recording for Victo This is a group culled ea: 
os from Toscanini’s NBC sympn and the CBS symphony, making VNUSUG! But Stays Until Artie Shaw Can 
string-swing waxings for R¢ A \ ictor. They re chiefly hot versions of Get Replacement 
in- the classics and Schulman does most of the scoring et i 
ck ; - nee Pabter. tener cod eek Bees The Most Talked of Song Today 
h Bert Shefter’s new publishing venture, Modern Musi i¢c., has startec PP cng Bedhss with Artie i eats path 
yth off with six novelties They are ‘Tic Toc, ‘Hadyn-Seek, “Lament for @ Gnrectra. leaves that band within the 
Tin Soldier,’ ‘The Cat Slaps the Doghouse * *The Lonely Little Music Box next three or four weeks to start 
= and ‘At Twilight Time Seymour Mann heads the firm's professional staff formation of a band of his own 
He's holding off for that stretch to 
Elvira Rios from La Martinique, N. Y.. nitery. slatec to make Decca give Shaw plenty of time to secure By Dr. Wil! Grosz and Sam Coslow, writer of ISLE P 
recordings. Latter also has Carmen Miranda, but theyre repressings ga replacement. | 
of her Brazilian stuff. hae ergs ae a OF CAPRI, RED SAILS, HARBOR LIGHTS, Etc. 
= ee eS ee the latter’s earliest days, being :% — 
e N part of the string outfit Shaw made ¥ 
YESTERDAY’S HIT Music 4 otes over into his current swing bunch The New Thought in Rhythm 
Shaw is -currently at the Pennsyl- 
wig : vania Hotel, N. Y. 





TODAY'S REQUEST Werner Heymann handling the 
\ music scores for ‘The Eari of Chi- 


cago’ and ‘Lover Come Back to Me’ Rita Rhey Joins Gordon 


‘SA WHOLE NEW THING 


By Jimmie Monaco and Charlie Newman 


The All-Occasion 
Request Song 


Pittsburgh. Nov. 7 


Rita Rhev, 18-year-old Pittst 
Arthur Freed wrote ‘Our Love 




















































































vh school singer wh wa lated eee 
be suns Metro's “Go New i join Paul Whiteman’s vant 
— Hotel New Yorker tl veek The Tornado from Chicago 
" Johnny Burke and Victor Schert- , JO!Ing Gray Gordon's band instea 
zinger cleffed ‘Captain Custard’ fo. Gordon was in town for a day q 
na, n ‘The Road to Singapore’ at P!a) Variety club banquet and alse 
Paramount i! the market for anothe! femme 
pe vocalist, so gals manager | 
tanced Whiteman immediately and 
THE DAY * Paul Mann and Stephan Weiss. | when jazz king informed him that it 
refugee songwriters of ‘They Say’! would be okay to make another deal 
and ‘For Tonight,’ had their contract ¢o- her. warbler was signed imme- JOE SANTLY, Prof. Mer. 
| M. WITMARK & SONS. ff with Warner Bros. renewed diately with Gordon. 
RC ildi York ar, | That will give Tic-Toc maestro 
| ee setadli Franz Waxman writing the musi-, two gal singers, since he intends to IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 799 Seventh Ave. N.Y. 
cal score for ‘Florian’ at Metro. keep Shirley Lane. 
~ ' 
| RADIO’S MOST DISTINGUISHED SONG SUCCESS! 
| i 
| 3 
| 
‘ ; 
: By the Writers of “Deep Purple’ | 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION - 799 Seventh Avenue, New York ° MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr.» LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. Ai 
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Westchester Co. Center, 5,000-Seater, 
Trys Sunday Vaude with Name Bands 





{ 
Westchester County Center, White 


Plains, New York, one-night stand 
for name bands and legit roadshow | 
stop, starts a policy of name bands | 
and vaudeville each Sunday night 
beginning Nov. 19. They'll be run 
by Les Rees, formerly of the vaude | 
team of Rees and Dunn, in conjunc- 
tion with the County Center man- | 
agement. It will operate two-a-day, 
matinee and evening. 

Setup includes no dancing, simply | 
two name bands and seven acts of 
vaude. Opening night has Paul 
Whiteman’s Chesterfield unit, Bunny | 
Berigan’s orchestra and vaude turns | 
not yet picked. Only others set for | 
succeeding weeks is Hal Kemp, 
down for Nov. 16, and Bob Crosby | 
for Dec. 2. Latter date, a Saturday, | 
is due to a prior Sunday commit- | 
ment for the hall. 

Hall can accommodate approximate- 
ly 5,000 with dance floor covered 
by seating. Price scale will run) 
40c and 75c for mats, and 55c-85c | 
and $1.10 for evening shows. Vaude 
layout may also include a name 
m.c. Gene Krupa’s crew is a pos-| 
sibility for New Year’s Eve. 





Low Night Club Scale 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 
Harry F. Hahn, who formerly op- 
erated the Cocoanut Grove in North | 
Philly, opened a new nitery, 
Stork Club, in Oak Lane last week. 
Policy will be popular-priced din- | 
ners, starting at 60c, and three shows | 
nightly. 








Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Dr. Siegfried Schoenfeld, who saw 
about 18 years of practice in Vienna, 
is the new medico at the Will Rog- 
ers 

Slight earth tremors felt here had 
no terrors for Frederick J. See, mu- 
sician of the Metropolitan Opera Co., 
as he was with that company in San 


| Francisco in 1906 and witnessed the 
| real quake. 


Mrs. Dorothy Newcomb, cashier 
for Radio City Music Hall, in from 
N. Y. as a newcomer at the Rogers, 
under observation. 

Jack Eskins, who did 
up here, now ozoning in 
is also remembered as 
the Rogers. 

Highlights from the lodge: Ben 
Schaffer on greeting committee mit- 
ting visitors. Paul Dean shopping 


years of it 
Denver. He 
steward at 


for the gang and up for all meals, a’ 


grand comeback. Senor Gongalis 
teaching Spanish gratis to any and 


all. Inell Gillory passed another 
milestone and is improving. Jack} 
Edwards and Eddie Vogt doing a 


daily double act, handing laughs to 
the ozoning gang. Jack Hirsch 


handed out gifts and then left for 
salute other ailing 
Jack Dempsey back for a| 


Washington to 
friends. 
general check-up. 
still] holding that grand smile. 


Alice Carman | 


entertainment they handed this Col- 
ony. 
| Tommy Vicks, who mastered it up 





here, reports a big season at his| 
|‘Maples,’ nightclub in Rochester, N. | 


| 


H. Vicks, after a serious setback, 
made a grand comeback within three 
years. This is his fourth year as 
nightclub manager. 

Praise is due Martha Gill, a 
Roger-ite, who gives most of her 
time in aiding the other inmates, 
|such as downtown shopping, etc. 
| Write to those you know who are 
ill, 


T. D. Kemp Laying Out 
| 6 to 8-Week Routes 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 7. 

T. D. Kemp, Jr., manager of South- 
ern Attractions, Inc., has set Henry 
Busse and band for dates in Wilby- 
Kincey theatres in the south. Opens 
at the State, Raleigh, N. C., Thurs- 
day (9). 

Nick Boila’s ‘Shootin’ High,’ with 
Roscoe Ates, will begin an 
| weeks southern tour for Kemp Nov: 
29 at the National. Richmond, Va. 

Linton DeWolfe’s, ‘Everybody 
Swing,’ with McGrath and Deeds, 
Valero Bros. and Denice, and Ray- 
burn Sisters, 
weeks in Virginia, West Virginia and 
| North Carolina. ‘Follies Unusual’ 
will play eight weeks and ‘Imperial 
| Hawaiian Review’ has been set for 
the same amount of time. 


e015 YEARS AGOece 


(From VARIETY) 
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Dr. George Wilson has taken over || 


the| the responsibilities of medical di- 
| rector of the Will Rogers until dif- 


ferent arrangements can be made. 


Thanks to Frank Phillips and his. 


‘Wandering Minstrels for the okay) 
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| Radio hit the theatres hard on 
| Election night due to the broadcast 
of the returns. 





Dual starring engagement of E. H. 
Sothern and his wife, Julia Marlowe, 
in Shakespearean plays, was dis- 
| continued, when Miss Marlowe an- 
| nounced her definite retirement. 

Georgie Hale, who won a beauty 
contest prize in Chicago and played 
the girl role in ‘The Salvation Hunt- 
ers,’ was reported to be the next 
leading ‘woman’ in Doug Fairbanks’ 
picture, 





The Piccadilly hotel, London, was 
negotiating for Delysia to play there 
at $2,500 weekly. It would be the 
biggest salary ever paid to a single 
cabaret artist in London. 





Bucky Harris was okay on the 
baseball diamond but questionable 
stage material, according to the 
bookers, who were approached for 
vaude dates. So, the ‘boy manager’ 


of the world’s champion Senators 


eight- | 


has been set for six | 
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|. New National Theatre 
Continued from page 1 
‘ed in behalf of the stage, writers, expansion of new techniques in de. 


musicians and other groups within | 


the FTP under the Works Progress | 
Administration. One idea is for a 
commission to be named by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, to whom it would | 
report back. 
would be formed on the theory that 
if unbiased consideration of a Fed- 
eral theatre is given, it would make | 
it difficult for opponents in Congress 
to again aim ‘slanderous attacks on 
the profession.’ | 


Such a commission 


Charges of ‘Communism’ 

FTP was ruled out of existence 
last spring when the House of Rep- 
resentatives put the finishing touch- 
es to the work relief bill. At the 


time charges were made that WPA’s 
theatre arm was dominated by Com- 
munistically-minded persons and 
that a number of plays put on were 
of a radical nature. Despite denials 
, by those at the head of the FTP, 
Congressional criticism ended in the 
arts projects being virtually ruled 
out along with the theatre end. 
When President Roosevelt signed | 
the present work relief bill, he did | 
so with reservaiion and distinctly | 
expressed his objection to the action | 
of the legislators, who insisted that | 
;the government relief theatre be 
eliminated. Chief executive stated 
| that such action was highly dis- | 
| criminative, since it removed the) 
| right of one set of citizens to work | 
| relief, but provided for all others. 
Because of that and the friendly 
regard for the theatre by the White | 
House, it is believed the President 
will encourage the measures design- 
|ed to aid show business. There is a 
| charter for a national theatre ih 
existence, granted by Congress some 
years ago, but the setup was never 
practical and there is no provision 
for federal participation. Groups of 
| socialites appeared to be mostly con- 
cerned with the idea but when it 
came to financing they lost interest. 
The new Pepper bill may provide 
for a level of pay comparative to 
FTP, without FTP red tape, how-| 
| ever. Another measure which has 
Senator Pepper’s nod, along with! 
Senators’ Wagner and Downey, would 
restore the arts projects and, if 
passed, would revive the FTP. An 
entirely different method of operat- | 
|ing would be adopted and control 
| would be in the hands of persons of 
unquestioned professional back- 
ground. The percentage of amateurs 
who trickled into FTP is one of the 
factors that led to its demise, after 
causing no end of arguments be- 
tween the relief theatre administra- 
' tors, Equity and other stage unions. 





| the Federal Theatre, 


sign and production introduced by 

"ec among them, 
the Living Newspaper; (3) the com. 
pletion of various pieces of theatre 
research begun by the Federal 
Theatre, especially in the field of 
religious drama, community drama, 
children’s theatre, and modern stage 
lighting; (4) the indexing of Federal 
Theatre records so that eventually 
they may be available for examina- 
tion by students of the theatre at 
any center most convenient for the 
students concerned. 


The designation of Vassar College 
as the initial center of Federal 
Theatre research was made, Dr, 
MacCracken said, as a result of the 
college’s acceptance of a_ special 
loan collection of Federal Theatre 
records by arrangement with the 


| Works Projects Administration. The 


college is providing space to house 
the collection and office quarters for 
administration. The work will be 


done in Poughkeepsie, New York 
and Washington, 
Included in the material to be 


catalogued and made available for 
public study are 1,000 prompt books 
of Federal Theatre productions, comes 
plete with stage and lighting designs; 
several hundred volumes of mimeo- 
graphed publications covering sur- 
veys of source materials of the mod- 
ern theatre; a theatre library of 
several thousand volumes assembled 
over a period of four years by gifts 
from authors and publishers; and 
unfinished pieces of theatre research 
begun by the Federal Theatre and 
carried on over a period of several 
years in many sections of the coun- 
wy. 
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Bayant 9-7800 


was turned down for stage jobs. 





George Jessel decided to be his 
own producer, stager, star, and man- 
ager of ‘The Girl From Kelly’s.’ 
Outside capital for the show had 
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GENERAL 
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BOOKING 





LUBIN 






been withdrawn, the only Jessel 
partner left being Eddie Cantor. 














MANAGER Weber and Fields, in their ‘remi- 
niscences’ act, opening their return 
PIERMO NT to vaudeville, were smasheroo at the 
Palace, Chicago. 
MANAGER 
June Walker and Henry Hull were | 
to enter vaude in a sketch to be pro- 








duced by Lewis and Gordon. 











RED LABEL, 
8 years old. 
BLACK LABEL, 
12 years old. 
Both 36.8 proof. 


business from Broadway 
to Hollywood Boulevard! 





AT LEADING HOTELS, RESTAURANTS AND BARS 


BORN 1820... 
still going strong 





It’s sensible to stick with 


JOHNNIE WALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW YORK, N. Y.; SOLE DISTRIBUTOR 





| = 
; | She will have Emmet Lavery (also 













| JUST COMPLETED SIX WEEKS 







WALTER 
DARE 
WAHL 


Direction: M. C. 
MILES INGALS 


| Constant objections from within and 
outside the FTP led to unfortunate 

| reactions in the Capitol where the 
relief theatre was highlighted entire- 
ly too often. 


Hallie Flanagan's Research 


| Last week it was announced from 
Blodgett Hall, Vassar College, by 
Henry Noble MacCracken, its presi- 
dent, that a special grant had been | 
received from the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation for theatre research based on 
the records, experiments and pro- 
| ductions of FTP. Although it had 
been stated some months ago that 
Hallie Flanagan, former national di- 
| rector of WPA’s theatre arm, would 
not be on Vassar’s staff this term, the 
college announcement sets forth that 
she is on the faculty and will super- | 
| vise the research work. Outline of 
Mrs. Flanagan's new duties, in which 














Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
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ALWAYS WORKING 


WHITEY ROBERTS 


Nov. 3, 4, 5, Keith’s, Boston 
Nov. 7, 8, 9, Empire, Fall River 
Nov. 10, 11, Paramount, No. Adams, 
Mass. 

Nov. 12, Park T., Woonsocket, ®& L 


| of FTP) as chief assistant, follows: 
It will cover four main fields: (1) 
| the preparation of a report sum- 
| marizing the four years’ work of the 
| Federal Theatre; (2) the publication 
| Of special bulletins describing thé) 
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NICOLLET HOTEL, MINNEAPOLIS 


| RUTH PETTY 


| Now ORIENTAL THEATRE, Chicago 
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Dows to Book Portland (Me.) C. of. A 


Stage Shows; From Vaude to Opera 


Stage show ideas proposed by 
Charles J. Freeman, Interstate 
(Texas) booker and exec of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, are being 
followed by the Portland (Me.) 


Chamber of Commerce in the opera- | 


tion of the Keith theatre there. 
However, Freeman is not doing the 
booking, the trade board instead 
turning the show-buying over to the 
A.&B. Dow, indie office in N. Y. 

Portland C. of C. approached 
Freeman a few weeks ago on what 
to do about shows for the theatre. 
Freeman outlined a varied schedule 
of vaudeville, band attractions and 
legit to mix with the trade board’s 
own 
plus visiting names. Freeman was 
asked to book the house and to this 
he agreed, but first asked the C. of C. 
members to personally guarantee 
salaries, etc. 


This was his last communication 
with the C. of C. rep. Next thing he 
knew, A.&B, Dow was doing the 
booking, 


Me, Spot Opening Nov. 20 
Portland, Me., Nov. 7. 


The Chamber of Commerce-fos- 
tered Maine Civic theatre, which 
will use the old B. F. Keith prop- 


erty here, is slated to open Nov. 20 
with a two-day session of San Carlo 
opera, thence going into as ambitious 
a schedule of live entertainment as 
this north-of-Boston area has wit- 
nessed_ in The risks are be- 
ing assumed business men. 
Heavy current expenses are being 
paid out commitments tendered 
by C. of C. members, with returns to 
be made when and if the enterprise 
makes money. Profit is not expected 
to be large, and it’s gathered that 
backers will be satisfied if an even 
break is registered, idea seeming to 
be that high-grade theatrical effort 
will brighten up town and help 
business generally. A sort of year- 
round strawhat, in other words. 
Arthur J. Noon, president of the 
Jocal Chamber, chairmaning the 
sponsoring organization, which, in- 
cidentally, will not be incorporated. 
General 


years 
by 


¢ 
Ol 


Is 


manager is Norman. T. 
Stocker, a native Portlander who 
has had considerable vaude experi- 
ence, both as a performer and in the 
booking end: his most recent busi- 
ness connection was with the Essex 
County (N. Y.) Fair association 
Since taking charge here, Stocke 
has been traveling the local lunch- 


eon-club-fraternal-brotherhocd  cir- 
cuit, goodwill. 

As tentatively lined up, the opera 
opener will] followed by six 
weeks first-line vaude, which in 
turn will be succeeded by two weeks 
of legit. Early in February, the 
Guy Merrill Palmerton Players, now 
at the Empire theatre, Salem, Mass., 


organizing 


be 
of 


Will arrive for 10 weeks of stock 
Thereafter vaude wili move in 
again, to be continued into and 
through the summer, interrupted as 
occasion may warrant, by more le- 
Bit. Films even roadshows are 
out. 


A $1.10 top will prevail for the 

two-a-day. as 
rl ° 

— ng of the pretentiousness of 

4 selup may be gathered from 

act that management is tossing the 

following 


¢ names around as ‘sures 
Eva LeGalliene, ‘Golden Boy’ com- 
pany, Dead End Kids, Horace Heidt. 
Fred Waring, Hugh Herbert, Linda 
Ware, Edward Everett Horton in 
Springtime for Henry, Jackie 
Coogan in ‘What a Life,’ Taylor 
Holmes in ‘On Borrowed Time,’ 
ete. 

Vaude booking is being done 
through A.&B. Dow office, arranged 


by Stocker’s N. Y. rep, Bert Jonas. 
*am H. Grisman is advising on legit. 





NEW NITERY OPENS 

7 Milwaukee, Nov. 7. 

White Owl, new dine and dance 
spot at Antigo, opened last week 
featuring Mildred Berndt, Venita and 
Helen Patzer, 
ae Kennedy is the new manager 
S the High Life Spa at Sheboygan. 
— has been redecorated and fea- 
sires Val Davis, Freddie Kuether 
and Ev reit Engerson. 
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‘Fisher and Harrison Sue 
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Shoe Chain for Photo Use ‘Another Deterrent Is Pic 


Alex Fisher and Ruih Harrison, 
ballroom dancers, filed a $50,000 suit 
against Murray M. Rosenberg, Inc., 
owner of a shoe chain, in N. Y. su- 
'preme court last week claiming un- 
use of Fisher's pho- 
tograph with Irene Castle. 


claims that since the team has been 
known _—iprofessionally for many 
years, it has hurt their reputation 
to have them apparently separated. 








2 JERSEY SPOTS 


idea of a 10-week stock policy | 


INCREASE 
VAUDE 


Full seven days of vaude a week 


has been installed by Harry Don- 
neiger at his Colony, Union City, 
N. J. He had been using stage shows 
only on Wednesday and _ Friday 
| nights previously. Policy is split 
week opening Oct. 28 with Henry | 
Armetta for four days, following 
with Estelle Taylor for two days, | 


and using Frank Small’s Internation- 
al Brevities unit for four days over 
the weekend starting Saturday (4). 
House four acts in addition to 
the name attraction. House seats 
900 and has gone from double to 
single features since the live shows 


uses 


were installed. Donneiger, during 
the summer, was using advertiser- 
sponsored stage entertainment. 


Orpheum, Jersey City, operated by 
Leon Rosenblatt circuit, has in- 
creased vaude from Friday nights 


only to continuous shows Friday and 
Saturday. Single features are used 
on these days. 


MARCUS SETS UNIT 
WITH MEX. GOV'T 


( cage Nov. 7 

A. B. Marcus has set his ow for 
Mexico Citv in a deal with e Mexi- 
can government. Goes into the na- 
tiona Palace of Fine Arts for a 
minimum of eight eeks startin 
May 1 

In the meantime he wili continue 
routing the show through the United 
States. and has been set for another 
week in the Balaban & Katz State- 
Lake, starting Dec. 29, making it 
third date in that house wit! six 


montns 


Dick Poweli Booked For 
Buff, Chi, M’w’kee Dates 


Dick Powell who closed ] t night 
(Tuesdav) at the New York Para- 
mount, will play three more the- 
atre dates petore é ning to the 
Coast He lavs off in N. Y. until 
Nov. 17. when he opens at the Buf- 
falo, Buffalo. The Chicago, Chicago, 
is contracted for the week of Nov. 
24. with the Riverside, Milwaukee, 
immediately following. Dates were 


agented by the William Morris office. 


Talk of Powell going into a Broad- 
wav musical is unfounded. He re- 
turns west to spend the Xmas holi- 


days with his family. No legit deals 


have been set for him 
? 
Albany’s Comeback 
| eee. Nov. 7 
will play the Dead 


Fabian's Palace 


End Kids for six days starting Fri- 
day (10). . 

First time in several years this 
house has booked a stage show {01 
more than one Ga} 


Miss Harrison's part of the action | 


| woodians 


Pleyers’ Angling for Per- 
sonals Without Having 
Acts Prepared — Influx of 
Studio Names Exceeds 
Available Bookings 


‘GOODBYE’ TO ‘HELLO’ 


Influx of film names for personal | 


appearances in vaudfilm houses con- 
tinues, with the bookings not keep- 
ing apace with the supply. Theatres 
have eased up on the rush to buy 
the celluloid personalities, since the 
players’ b.o. returns some _in- 
stances have not been up to expec- 
tations or commensurate with the 
salaries paid, 


in 





a 





LISTERS 








Betcha-Dollar Bernie | 


Ben Bernie, currently at the 
Windsor, Bronx, with his band, 
turned up at Empire, Yonkers, 
track between shows Saturday 
(4) with pockets jingling with 
silver. He explained he had de- 
veloped into a betting commis- 
sioner, but of the two-buck va- 
riety, having been asked to place 
Wagers on the nags on behalf of 
the ushers, ticket taker and 
otHers around the theatre. 

Last season the leader had a 
racing stable of two ponies, but 
prefers to forget about it. 








PITT NITERY OPS 


Another deterrent for the bookers 
is the fact that many of the Holly- | 


are angling for theatre 
dates without having acts prepared. 
The day is long past, according to 
the show-buyers, when a name could 
escape by merely saying ‘hello’ to an 
audience. An act must go with the 
name or it’s no dice. 

Extent of the Hollywood infiuence 
on the vaudfilmers, however, is very 
noticeable this week, with several of 
the major stage show theatres hold- 
ing one or more refugee from the 
Coast’s economy wave. They are: 

Constance Bennett, at the Shubert, 
Cincinnati; Edmund Lowe, Loew’s 
State, New York; Joe E. Brown, Pal- 
ace, Cleveland; Marie Wilson, Colo- 


nial, Dayton; Martha Raye, Para- 
mount, Toledo; Dead End Kids, Earle, 
Philadelphia Jack Haley and Mary 
Carlisle, Earle, Washington; John 
| Boles, Minnesota, Minneapolis; Eddie 


Cantor, Chicago, Chicago, and Hugh 
Herbert, Adams, Newark. 

A string of film personalities, most 
of them still on the Coast, 
ing word 


> 


are awalt- 


on stage bookings. They 


' include Patricia Ellis, Raymond Wal- 


burn, Claire Trevor, Bela Lugosi, 
Stuart Erwin, Charles Butterworth, 
Freddie Bartholomew, Marion Mar- 


tin, Edgar Kennedy, Tom Brown and 


Ruth Terry. Added to these is Lupe 
Velez’ plar s to tour in a tab mu ical 
tagged ‘The M>xican Spitfire 

In sharp contrast with the Holly- 
wood invasion is the fact that few 
radio names, excepting bands, are 
slated for stage appearances. Up un- 
til this season, radio usually con- 
tributed much more to the vaudfilm 
talent rosters than did pictures 


OPPOSISH FORCES RKO 
SPOT TO USE VAUDE 


st r I A at the Windsor the- 
tre pe ‘ by the B dt ¢ t 
t F< | y Se ¢ oO! of Ne 
Y rk na forced thie Or ( { y 
Fordham, RKO house nto live tal 
ent on Friday night 
About tv block from the Wind 
ol tne Fordhan offerec Jerry 
sake Le ind Ame F othe 
cts t A W inds¢ Be 


AGVA Huddles With 


Chi’s Class Niteries 


Chicago, Nov. 7 


American Guild of Variety Artists, 


through local rep Leo Curley, last 
week signatured closed shop agree- 
ment with the swank Chez Paree 

AGVA is now preparing for a 


series 
class niteries locally, including such 


hotel spots as the Palmer House’s 
Empire Room, Stevens hotel's Con- | 
tinental Room, Bismarck’s Walnut 
Room, Drake hotel’s Gold Coast 
ip os 
Ro« iil 


of conferences with the other | 


HEADACHES 
PILE UP 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 7. 


Headaches continue to pile up on 


cafe owners here as result of recent 


tight-fisted policy of state liquor 
control board working under strict 
orders from Governor James. It’s 
New Year’s Eve this time, the big- 


gest night of the season for tne booze 
joints, and it looks now as if there 
just won’t be any New Year's Eve. 
Falls on Sunday this year and 
Pennsylvania law forbids sale of 
liquor from midnight Saturday to 7 


a.m. Monday morning. Restaurant 
men, hotel-keepers and nitery own- 
ers have all joined in petitioning 
booze board to permit drinks to be 
sold after midnight on that Sunday 
so they can at least hold a belated 
celebrafion, but so far they've re- 
ceived no reply and some of the 
more pé mistic operators don’t fig- 
ure they'll get one either. Barring 
that, they hope for permission at 
least from board to put on an or- 
chestra and floor show after 12 
o'clock, in which case they'll tell 
customers to } the 0 ] q 
and cash ina yn se 

Whatever the outcome, however 
bovs are going to lose a id of coin 

Expected casualti n nitery field 
haven't yet developed as result of 
liquor board’s 12 6’clock closing ed 
for Saturday night be ise big foo 
ball week-ends | ( yrought big 
crowds in f n out of A 1 kept 
the weekend z up. Onlv one spot 
the Show Boat, has closed, but 
generally expected there vill e 
more once December ha ed 
around to d Lne liron ea- 
Oo! Bo ( on to get 
the New Ye biz, k they | e! 
even tl nee Ve OV 


Texas Nitery Bankrunt; 


Lists $54.636 Debts 


The O D r ( } 

rel ce ipt f 

‘ week n Fede ( ere 
Petition ed iD) € $54.63 
and assets at $10,322 

Olmos has played, at one time or 
another, all the big name bands for 
either a week's stand or a one- 
nighter W. B. Bedford, manager 
will continue to operate the club 
intil the end of the current year. 

Coutsaris Bankrupt 
B port Nov. 7 

J f Coutsaris, former proprie- 
te of Belmont Showboat. mainster 
nitery, filed a bankruptcy petition 
last week 
| After four years at Showboat. 
Coutsaris was given notice by city 
| landlords of property 
| 

Fifi D’Orsay opened at Cafe La- 
maze in Los Angeles 


| 

| : 

| Kelly said, 
| 

| 

| 

| 


F FAILS AGVA Denies Philly AFAites Local 
HT ATS Autonomy; Will Operate Independently 


Philadelphia, Noy. 7. 

The Philly branch of the now-de- 
funct American Federation of Actors 
| anounced this week it would remain 
an independent body and would not 
affiliate with the American Guild 
lof Variety Artists. 
| The decision came at a meeting of 
| the members after Thomas E. Kelly, 
| biz agent, told them AGVA refused 
to grant the body local autonomy, 
| Main bone of contention was the 
| local’s right to handle its own funds, 


| which Kelly said AGVA refused to 
| recognize, in alleged violation of its 
constitution. 

| The local has again taken the 


'name of ‘United Entertainers Assn.,’ 
its label before it joined AFA. Kelly 
said the stand to remain independent 
had the backing of the Musicians 
|Union, the Bartenders and Waiters 

ocal, and the Central Laboyg Union. 

‘Although we're independent we 
will recognize members of AGVA 
when they come to play local clubs,’ 
He said his group would 
fight any attempt of AGVA to set up 


| a local here, however. 


Kelly’s quarrel with AGVA over 
autonomy is similar to the four-year 


| fight with AFA over the same point. 
| In 1934 the local seceded from AFA 
|and took the UEA 


status. On Sep- 
tember 25, 1938, they rejoined the 
parent body after Ralph Whitehead, 
national secretary, promised Kelly 
the local could manage its own 
funds. Present officers of the UEA 
William <A. Jones, president: 
Joseph Gaston, secretary; Roy Scott, 
treasurer, and Kelly, busines agent. 
The UEA is currently engaged in 
negotiations with the Entertainment 
Managers Association, org of 10-per- 
centers, in an effort to get a ‘closed 
shop’. Virtually all EMA members 
are now using only UEFA acts, Kelly 
said. ‘But there are a few chiselers 
we're trying to stop,’ he added 


AGVA GIVEN FEMME 
ATTY., MILDRED ROTH 


are 


Mildred Roth, who was assistant to 
Rebecca Brownstein of Equity’s legal 
department, has been elevated, hav- 
ing been appointed counsel for the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
Katherine Corcoran has taken hei 
place in the Equity office 

Miss Roth wa n Paul N. Turner's 
office before switching te Eauity. 
She was formally admitted to the 
bar some months age 

JOE MOSS BANKRUPT 
Cafe Man, With the Int'l Casino, 
Lists $515,207 in Debts 

Joe Me manager of the National 
( Inc., 1514 Broadway, N. Y., 

ch op ate the International Ca- 

10 iled a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy » N. Y. federal court 
S lay (4), listing a { $200 

IONILILI« of $515,207 The 

ect 4 n f $400.000 ntiv 

I { ‘ L, ] $ 

ePUE fa The 

‘ T “ 

p ece F nc- 

{) ( é neat cal 

e T's Agency 1619 Broad. 

$150, on a loan: Frank Frank- 

fort, care of Dempsey’s, $3.099, on 

a loa Yasha Bunchuck, $979: Holly- 

wood Associates, $75: Music Corp. 

of America, $2,600; Harold Koenigs- 

berg, care of American Federation 

of Actors, $761, and the American 
Federation of Musicians, $2,000. 

Joe Moss’ previous cafe venture 
the Hollywood (now defunct) was 
nvolved in bankruptcy two seasons 
ago 

Brandt Sets Garr 

Eddie Garr, comedian, begins a 
tour of the Brandt theatre at the 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, Nov 16 Garr 
recently completed 12 e€eKs of 
vaude in the west 

Prior t hat he 1 the lead in 
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Night Club Reviews 








VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


Abbott & Costello, Adelaide Mof- 
fett, Maximilian Bergere’s Orch, 
Panchito’s Rhumba Band, 








| 


Adelaide Moffett is from the Blue 
Book, while Abbott and Costello are | 
not long removed from burlesque, | 
but they jell nicely as the intime| 
Versailles’ current entertainment. | 
It’s uppercrust meeting the bottom | 
layer without a buffer in between to | 
soften the blow, but plenty palatable | 
to this spot’s smart attendance. | 

It’s unusual for an all-talking act | 
to get across in a nitery to the de- | 
gree that Bud Abbott and Lou Cos- | 
tello are clicking here. It’s also not- 
able how clicko old burlesque and 
vaudeville material is in their hands. | 
Whoever is getting up A. & C.’s ma- 
terial has both a good memory and 
library source, bottle switch, base- 
ball, mustard factory and telegraph 
bits all dating ’way back. 

A. & C.’s work itinerary is now 
very strenuous. Current in ‘Streets 
of Paris,’ at the Broadhurst. plus 
their regular Friday night stint on| 
Kate Smith’s program (WABC), this 
booking gives ’em a third chore. 
They miss the nitery’s 9:30 show, 
when Miss Moffett solos. but are on 
at midnight and 2 a.m. They'll prob- 
ably find this schedule plenty tough, 
especially if the Versailles’ manage- 
ment goes through with its plans of 
holding the present floor combina- 
tion for as long as biz holds un, pvos- 
sibly six weeks or so, instead of | 
changing in two weeks as per its| 
regular furma. Last winter. A. &| 
C. appeared at Billy Rose’s Casa | 
Manana on Broadway, but at that | 
time they didn’t also have a show| 





commitment. | 
Miss Moffett has been showing 
steady imvrovement as a. nitery 


chanter since she first took the 
plunge as an entertainer against the 
wishes of nater James A. Moffett. 
Standard Oil exec. She’s a throaty 
song-talker, almost whispering into 
the mike, and is enhanced by show- 
manly presentation here. A_ pin- 
spot nicely highlights her attractive 
face and blondeness. and she has a 
complete repertory of polite ballads 
to back wn the nhysical accoutre- 
ments. She’s still no vocal smash, 
but alright for her social following. 
Latter was very evident at this 
catching. 

Both bands are holdovers 
Maximilian Bergere’s ofay 
handily taking care of the dancing 
and show. while Panchito’s maracas 
bunch is the rhumba alternate. T.at- 
ter has become a fixture at the Ver- 
sailles. this being the beginning of 
its 16th month in the spot. Scho. 


EMBASSY, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 


| 


here, 
crew 


Mildred Fenton, Ford Crane, | 
Maria Monteria, Francine Farrell, | 
Costaine & Barry, Pedro Blanco 
orch (4). 

Again exhibiting the flair for | 


smart showmanship that easily keeps | 
their spot the top intime nitery in | 
Philly, Embassy operators, Sam | 
Silbers and Herb Smiler, succeeded | 
in bringing in Midred Fenton during 
the same two weeks that ‘Leave It 


to Me’ was in town. Miss Fenton 
was in the Freedley musicomedy 
until it went on the road Oct. 16, 


having succeeded Mary Martin in the 
*Heart Belongs to Daddy’ number last 
season. Salary differences kept her 
out during the first two weeks of the 
tour. which were in Philly, although 
she has since rejoined the company 
in Washington. 

Fenton booking, at a rather attrac- 
tive price, cashed in nicely for 
Silbers and Smiler on the publicity 


attendant to the warbling of ‘Daddy’ | 


in the show and her salary dispute 
with the management. It neatly 
snuffed out some of the candlepower 
of the _ spotlight directed at the 
Walton Roof, where Sophie Tucker 
was doubling from ‘Me.’ 
ton, paying top salaries, is in a dif- 
ferent class of course, from the Em- 
bassy, but in many respects competi- 
tive. 

Embassy in the past has gone for 
showmanship in being first in Philly 


to employ debs as singers and en- | 


tertainers. 
manner, 
the well-heeled registerite patronage 
which has netted them dividends 


They obtained, in this 


many times over on the $75-a-week | 


salaries they were paying. 

Miss Fenton is a sock nitery war- 
bler. She’s petite, has 
blonde hair and an attractive phiz 
that well takes care of the physical 
aspect. She has a definite chirping 
style, although not much voice. It’s 


a kind of slow, talky manner that’s a | 


solid click with the right kind of ma- 
terial, which she has. Opens with 
a variation of ‘I Wanna Be Happy,’ 
then a story-song, ‘Jimmy and Me,’ 
and finales with ‘Over the Rainbow.’ 
Encore is the inevitable ‘Daddy,’ 


which Miss Fenton naturally does | 


very well. 
Dance duo of Costaine and Barry 


are the other standouts in the show. 
Femme is a_ blonde and a smash 
looker, while the male is likewise 


Big Wal- | 


almost exclusive hold on | 


darkish | 


young and an aesthetic embellish- 
ment. Their numbers are as smart 
as their appearance and they carve 
a worthwhile niche for themselves 
in audience appeal. 
Maria Monteria is an_attractive 
Spanish terper. She's solid in two 
appearances, one, in which she 
works with silver castanets, being 
especially forte. Francine Farrell, 


ce 
another warbler, naturally suffers in 


opposition to Miss Fenton, although 
her style is quite different. Has a 
rather hoarse, lowdown voice, which 


is far outdone by her personality. 
Ford Crane m.c.s and does some 


baritone getting-off on his own. 
Satisfactory on both scores. Pedro 
Blanco’s four-piece rhumba_ crew 


provides rhythm for both show and 
dancing. Herb. 


BENNY THE BUM’S 


(PHILADELPHIA) 


Philadelphia, Nov. 3. 
Frances Faye, Gary Leon and Tut 
Mace, The Three Playboys, Jean 
Lee, The Vanderbilts (12), the Fro- 


licettes (14), Joe Frasetto’s Orch. 
(12). Three Smart Notes, Nina 
Hinds. 


Capacity crowds have been the 
rule at Benny-the-Bum’s since _ its 
recent unshuttering. Chief reasons 
are the snappy band, a line of eye- 
filling, colorfully costumed gals and 
headliner Frances Faye. 

Miss Faye, with her piano-bang- 
ing, and shouting jive, is spotted at 
the end of the 90-minute show and 
wows ’em with eight numbers. Par- 


| ticularly solid are ‘Well, All Right’, 


‘T’aint Watcha Do’ and ‘I Want the 
Waiter with the Water’. 

Gary Iteon and Tut Mace, in the 
next-to-closing spot, click with three 
dances, a graceful ballroom waltz, 
a snappy rhumba and a conga finale. 
The latter dance is backed by the 
Frolicettes, the line. 


The conga finale finishes with the | 
girls picking male partners from the | 


ringside patrons, and the male mem- 
bers of the troupe (Leon, the Three 
Playboys and maestro Joe Frasetto) 
getting the femme customers up for 
a snake-dance finish. 

The Playboys, Eddie Mills, Bob 
Starr and Joe Rollo, have a screw- 


ball act. consisting of a whacky ver- | 


a takeoff on 
and Durante and 
a whole raft of gags, some pretty 
blue. Rollo neatly doubles as m.c. 
while trio draw plenty of laughs 
and go over. 

The Vanderbilts, a couple of 
young acrobats, are playing a re- 
turn. Their act is spectacular. Jean 
Lee is a cute toe-dancer but her act 


sion of ‘Loch Lomond’, 
Clayton, Jackson 


|} is too skimpy. 


Frasetto’s orch is smooth, play- 
ing swing and sweet equally as well. 
The Three Smart Notes, all gals, play 
the lull music via cello, violin and 
accordion. Nina Hinds pianos in the 
downstairs cocktail room. 

Near capacity house Friday night 
(3). No cover, no minimum every 
night but Saturday. Shalt, 


BLUEGRASS ROOM 


(BROWN HOTEL, L’VILLE) 








Louisville, Nov. 2. 
Eddie Peabody, La Mae and 
|Glover, Dorothy Crooker, Diane, 


George Wald’s Orch (10) 





Town’s top nocturnal 


| Bluegrass Room. Lineup here has 
| prestige, with the. banjo-playing 
Eddie Peabody back after an absence 
of six years. 

Peabody gives the show a tremen- 
dous lift with his plunking and trick 
fiddling of ‘Listen to the Mocking 
Bird’, circulating among the tables 
to give the patrons a close up of his 
| digital dexterity. His general effer- 
vescence while on the floor puts him 
over for sock applause and he proves 
himself a standout on showmanship 
alone. 
| Dorothy Crooker. 
tees off the floor show, and has ’em 
gaping. Gal is looker and sells ’em 
for ample returns. Diane gives out 
with a couple of pops, ‘Comes Love’ 
| and ‘Strange Enchantment’, topping 
| off with an operatic medley and en- 


control dancer, 


| coring with a torrid ‘South Ameri- 
can Way.’ Plenty forte on the high 
notes and patrons reward her ef- 
| forts with plenty of palm pounding. 
| Walter LaMae and Alice Glover, 
personable ballroom team are out for 
| ‘Invitation to the Dance,’ and follow 
with a rhumba and encore. Pair 
make attractive appearance and 
their adagio stuff is plenty smooth. 
| Male handles his partner in the 
| swings with ease and their routine 
| holds audience throughout. 

| George Wald’s band furnished a 
| solid background for the acts, with 
jan instrumentation of three brass. 
three sax, and three rhythm. Wald 
m.c.’s the show, and introes the 
/numbers with a minimum of gush 
and flourish. His band airs nightly 
over WAVE, located in the hotel, 
and gives out with a pleasing bal- 


rendezvous | 
for the smart set is the Brown hotel’s | 


{ ance of sweet, hot and jive. Maestro 
| occasionally steps to the mike for a 
'vocal and alternates with a male 
| trio on singing choruses. His 10 men 
are smoothly blended, versatile and 
personable. Jitterbug element is 
absent here, which is reflected in 
ithe band’s dance numbers. 

LaMae and Glover are featuring a 
}eocktail hour, and teaching the 
patrons how to dance. It’s attracting 
|favorable attention and looks set to 
,;continue for a run, Hold. 


 Rudaick Will Route 
N. Y. Eltinge Shows 
Into Bridgeport Spot 


Bridgeport, Nov. 7. 

Using ‘Follies’ tag, burlesque re- 
turns to Connecticut after several 
seasons’ absence. Productions will 
be housed at Lyric, leased from 
Loew-Poli chain by Bridgeport 
Amusement Co. 

Principals of operating corporation 
are Samuel Briskman, president, of 
Continental on Broadway, N. Y., and 
Century, Brooklyn; Jules J. Leven- 
| thal, v.p., legit producer, and Max 
Rudnick, secretary-treasurer, who 
| will have charge of shows. Latter 
| will be routed to Bridgeport from 
| Rudnick’s Eltinge on 42d street, N. Y. 
| Local preem is skedded Friday (10), 
| With performances twice daily ex- 
| cept Sunday. Lester Al Smith will 








; anager ,.200-ses ain- | $ ) . 
be house manager of 2,200-seat main- | in the public mind, plus the fact that 


stemmer. 

Lyric was relit a few weeks ago 
{for Slim Timblin in “Tobacco Road’ 
| company, brought in by Leventhal 
/on deal with Rudnick. Leventhal 
| had originally planned operating the 
| Park, another dark house here, but 
|} law requirements made running too 
expensive. 





Burlesk Review 





CASINO, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 3. 
‘China Dolls’ unit with Amy Fong, 
Billy Hagan, Billy Fields, Jean Wade, 
Vicki Welles, Charles Harris, Denny 
Lyons, Jack Morrison, Wyn and 
Hurwyn, Line (16). 


‘China Dolls,’ so-called because 
burlesk’s only Chinese peeler, Amy 
Fong, is the featured stripper, is 
much better than the Izzy Hirst 
average. Not only does it look like 
a production, but it even behaves 
like one and slips easily into the 
wheel’s front-line. It’s long on 
comedy, the gals are there and it 
even has considerable novelty. 
That’s the exception rather than the 
rule in this type of entertainment 
these days. 
| For a change, the girls show some- 
|thing resembling dancing, too. Cos- 
i/tumes aren’t bad either. 
| Comedy’s in the safe hands of a 
{couple of vets, Billy Hagan and Billy 


/own selections, accompanies herself 





| Saies, 


————— 





New Acts 








LINDA WARE 

Songs 

11 Mins, 

Adams, Newark, N. J. 


Paramount's 14-year-old songbird | 
is making her vaude debut in New- | 
ark, which is the nearest she'll get 
to Broadway for two years because 





of a New York state law banning 
singing and dancing appearances by | 
children under 16. Introduced by | 
Bob Easton, m.c., she announces her 


through two numbers and brings to 
life a remarkable juvenile voice, 
heard first in Bing Crosby’s appro- 
priately named ‘Starmaker.’ 

Clad in black velvet jumper and 
organdie blouse, and topped by a 
wealth of golden hair, she has to 
bring no apples to the teacher to 
pass the footlight test. 

There is a wide range to her clear, 
true voice as she sings through 
‘Sweethearts,’ her own composition | 
‘Sliding Down a Rainbow,’ and an} 
aria from ‘Romeo and Juliet.’ 

Her classical efforts shade the 
sweet swing offerings in execution, | 
but the audience went for every-| 
thing opening day (3). 

Accompanied by an aunt and un-| 
cle, she will stick to the road until 
January, when her next pic, ‘Halfway | 

| 





to Heaven,’ goes into production. 

She seems to be a good poxoffice 
bet. considering successive films will | 
undoubtedly plant the name firmly | 


' 
| 
| 
the successful ‘Starmaker’ has pre- | 
ceded her on the road. | 


———_ 





MYSTICS (2) 
Mindreading 
11 Mins. 
Benny the Bum’s, Philly | 

This turn formerly consisted of | 
two men, Ben Matz and William | 
and won itself considerable | 
rep for standout ability at the old 
hoke of calling off serial numbers on 
dollar bills, addition of interminable 


| columns of figures while blindfolded, 


| gone on. his 


stunts. Sales has now 

own and Matz has 
initiated his bride of a year into the 
secrets of the profession. She makes 
an excellent partner as the blind- 
folded portion of the turn. With a 
good voice and quick wit, she gives 
the act needed s.a. It’s consider- 
able improvement in €very way over 
the old strictly male turn. 

Couple is among the best in the 


and similar 


biz in its particular 1 really | 
mystifying, and providin a sock 
routine for either stage or nitery. 


Opens with the male mystic running 
through the room and having 
whispered into his-ear the names of 
the patrons. Femme, from the plat- 
form, calls out the monikers as 
rapidly as her husband gets them, | 
apparently never missing. Follows | 
that with reading of serial numbers | 
from bilis which are handed to Matz 


| by patrons in far ends of the room 


j}and finales with the blackboard 
arithmetic. 
Ability of the blindfolded gal to 


Fields. Material is secondary to 
them; it’s what they do with it, | 
|which is plenty. Their by-play is | 


|for the most part strictly physical, 
|as usual in burlesk, and both know 
| how to dish it out. They work in 
|nese Honeymoon’ bit and another 
| that’s Keystone Koppish to the core, 
right down to the custard pies. 
Comics have a good straightman, too, 
in Charles Harris, another vet, who 
gives them the freedom they need. 
On the vaude end, which appar- 
ently has become an integral part of 
| the wheel shows, topper is Jack Mor- 
rison, a clever impersonator who 
| gives ’em Chaney, Karloff, a scare- 
crow and a toy solider. Not bad. 
Casino audiences, unaccustomed to 
such as this, thought it was great 
and Morrison all but stopped the 
show when caught. Another special- 
ty is dance team of Wyn and 
| Hurwyn, serviceable in a couple of 
|production spots with their soft- 
shoeing, the male end clicking on his 


repeat all numbers on the board in 
any direction is a feat in itself. 
Numbers are given by audience hold- 
ing up fingers Herb. 


| proficiency, 


{kind of 
| made Charley McCarthy a national 


DIAMOND BROS. (3) 
Comedy, Dancing 
Flatbush, Brooklyn 

The Diamond Bros. have been a 
standard in vaudeville for years, but 
aren't in the New Act files, so this js 
for the record. Trio have just about 
everything it takes and when caught 
last Thursday night (2) they held 
the audience in knots for more than 
20 minutes. All their stuff is ancient 
and some of it’s pretty rough, but it’s 
all whammed across with a wallop 
and pace that stack it up as surefire 
slapstick. Boys stay just about long 
enough—that is, they keep the 
spectators keyed up and yelling for 
more. 

No use trying to describe the turn. 
They get off a flock of oldies, sand- 
wiching them with the familiar 
roughhouse, Some of the latter really 
looks brutal, as the boys are clever 
acrobats. Wind up with a fast acro- 
batic routine. Several times they get 
a howl via a ‘stagehand’ trying to 
conk ’em with a heavy plank. All 
the old pants-kicking kind of humor, 
but superbly done. They were 
frequent reveaters at the Palace in 
the days of straight vaudeville and 
faves in the English and continental 
variety houses, Hobe. 





BOB KING 
Ventriloquist 
Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Click of Edgar Bergen is. still 
bringing the boom in ventriloquial 
acts, some of which par his technical 
but stumble on _ the 
writing end. Bob King is merely 
so-so on both counts. From a tech- 
nical standpoint, he’s only partly 
successful in covering his lip move- 
ments, although use of a femme 
dummy and a falsetto voice help. On 
the material angle, the act lacks the 
characterization that has 


figure. Also much of the comedy is 
out of the book. 

Second portion of the act. in which 
King uses a tiny sailor dummy, is 
better because it gives the puppet a 


touch of personality Act needs 
strengthening to click in big spots, 
Hobe. 


JEANNE BRIDESON 

Violin 

5 Mins. 

Rexy, N. Y. 
Making a 


nice appearance and 


| youthful, Jeanne Brideson is a cone 


cert violinist who manages very well 


here. Easily spotted for stage shows 
and better types of night clubs, she 
| should fare satisfactorily. She’s no 


stranger at the Roxy. having done 

similar specialties before. This re- 

view is primariiy for the record, 
Miss Brideson closes the show here 


| currently, working down front with 


a mike to amplify her music. When 
Char. 


caught, she got over okay 


MARY COHAN 
Songs 
8 Mins. 


Mon Paris, New York 


George M. Cohan’s daughter, Mary, 


makes a nice little name for a class 


VIRGINIA VAUGHN 
Dances 


| two sketches together, the old ‘Chi- | 7 Mins... 


Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 

Aside from a novelty finale, in| 
which this terper taps out the mel- | 
ody to ‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ 
atop a xylophone by means of two 
small mallets attached to the toes of 
her shoes, Miss Vaugh is just another 
tap dancer looking for a routine. 

She opens in brassiere and slacks 
of white sequins for formulated 
clicking to ‘South American Way’ 
and segues into a mild ditto of Bill 


| Robinson’s stair dance, working on a 


{own in the first number with a tap | 
| LAUANNA RUDD 


while juggling flock of balls. 

Strip contingent, headed by Miss 
Fong, has what it takes. She packs 
plenty of s.a. and does her undraping 
| with sure showmanship. Precedes 


| the peeling with a song at the mike | 


;and sets herself nicely for the veit- 
dropping. Mystery, though, why a 
;Chinese production ballet spotted 
| mid-way in the show daesn’t precede 
‘Miss Fong’s single appearance, since 
| that seems to be the logical spot for 
‘it. Other peelers are Vicki Welles, 
| well-built redhead with a figure that 
| strips well, and Jean Wade, a blonde. 
| Both also have their innings in the 
| sketches and fare just about as well 
|as the general run of undrapery 
| when given lines to speak. 

| ‘China Dolls’ also carries Denny 
Lyons, nicelooking juvenile, who 
| straights occasionally and reveals a 
|mice singing voice in a couple of 
jnumbers. Incidentally burley comics 
| obviously can stay out of gutter and 
get results, too, as witness biggest 
{laugh of show when Lyons tells 
| Fields, ‘the pyramids took 1,000 years 
{to build,’ and Fields ‘must've 
!'been a WPA job.” Cohen, 


says, 


|ist-pianist is a good bet. 


!and knows enough tunes to be able 
| to sing or play almost every request 
|tossed her 
| standees, 


|prano rendering of ‘East of the Sun’ 


j 
| 


| 


miniature stairway. 

A change of slippers leads into the 
bit atop the xylophone, which regis- 
ters as only fair music but good 
divertissement, and a nice hand. The 
xylo routine was originated by Will 
Mahoney, Gilb. 


Songs and Piano 

12 Mins. 

Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
As a utility act for the small re- | 

volving stage atop the bar, this vocal- 

She has a 

pleasant personality and appearance 


way by the line of | 

She does a half-dozen stanzas a/| 
night here, filling-in between the | 
house band’s dance sets. A typical 
set consists of about four numbers. 
In one, she opened with a mezz-so- 


and closed with a similar delivery of | 
‘South of the Border,’ both self-ac- 
companied at the keyboard. Spacing 
the vocals were two straight piano 
selections, ‘Penthouse Serenade’ and 
‘Yesterday.’ 

Miss Rudd works with disarming 
informality and sells each number to 
good returns. There are indications 
of radio experience and she’s a bet 


for a brief solo spot on the air with | 
careful routining, 


Gilb. 


| the Waukesha 


east side room like Mon Paris, East 
53d street, N. Y., doing pops such as 
‘Having Any Fun?’, ‘Recognize the 
Tune’ and ‘Sweet Little Heartache.’ 
First two are from current Broad- 
way musicals, 

Songstress makes a nice appear- 
ance on the floor, works with a mike 
—which she doesn’t need incidentally 

and does her stint fetchingly. 
Charles Murray’s okay dance septet 
accomps. Abel. 


Foreclosure Judgment Vs. 
Pick’s Club Madrid, Milw. 


Milwaukee, Nov. 7. 
A mortgage foreclosure judgment 
against Sam Pick’s Club Madrid, just 
across the Waukesha county line, was 
entered in circuit court Saturday 
(4). A petition for appointment of a 


| receiver, filed in August, was with- 
| drawn, 


however, and Pick will be 
allowed to continue operating the 
club. He was given a year's time to 
pay off an outstanding balance of 


$8,500 on a first mortgage to Chris 
| Schroeder & Son, 


trustees for the 
bondholders. 

The original mortgage was for 
$25,000. Foreclosure action was be- 
gun by the Schroeder firm on the 
allegation Pick failed to pay $9,000 
in principal and interest from Aus. 
1934, to Feb., ’36, and allowed realty 
taxes, federal income taxes and 1n- 


| surance premiums to go unpaid. 


Adversities of Pick and his brother, 
Joseph, have included a $1,750 
gambling fine levied by the ate 
Circuit Judge C. M. Davidson aftet 
the Waukesha grand jury probed the 
county’s night life. Bingo games at 
the nitery were clamped down on by 
county sheriff last 
summer, 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Edmund Lowe, George Beatty, Les 
Brown Orch with Miriam Shaw; Tip, 








Tap and Toe, Trixie; ‘The Real 
Glory (UA). 
With a couple of  strip-teasers 


added, this bill could easily tickle 
the fancy of a Minsky fan. There are 
a couple acts in the group, namely, 


Tip, Tap and Toe and Trixie, that 
depend on sheer talent, and plenty 
of it, but the proceedings otherwise 
runs to all shades of blue. Listening 
to the line of comedy that burbles 
from Edmund Lowe, George Beatty 
and the male vocalist in Les Brown's 
band may cause many a customer to 
pine for the old days when Fanny 
was just a girl’s name. In gag, song 
and business Fanny’s anatomical af- 
finitive gets a heavy going-over 
from this contingent. 

Brown, who came to jitterbug at- 
tention through the keen imprint 
that his clarinet made on Victor rec- 
ords, holds the stage with his ag- 
gregation of 14 capable swingsters 
throughout the show’s entire runoff. 


The only time they’re curtained off | 
Lowe takes over for his | 


is when 
demonstration of backroom lovemak- 
ing. The film actor’s personal is in 
type, text and behavior very much 
like the one he did while making the 
theatre rounds in the east four 
years ago. At that time the setting 
was a boudoir and he, the burglar. 
Currently, his only prop is a settee, 
and his partner, a redheaded looker 
who makes up in other ways for her 
limited talent as aé_verbal foil. 
Lowe's palaver drips thick with in- 


digo and his hands are kept on loca- | 


tion practically every moment, but 
both the book and the business regis- 
ter in a big way with the State's 
clientele. To them it’s the Lowe 
screen characterization from away 
back and when he uncoils from his 
final clinch they give him all they've 
got. 

Beatty’s monolog elicks in payoff 
fashion from the start. They like his 
song about radio commercials and 
they cut loose for a noisy sendoff 
after he switches to his drunken 
sailor characterization and serenades 
them with the ditty about his tatooed 
sweetheart. Beatty’s patter fre- 
quently has him reaching into the 
backroom, but, when caught, there 
was one gag that the folksies out 
front didn’t seem to get. That was 
the one about the pigeon who went 
to a football game and who was so 
disappointed by the weather that he 
walked home. Otherwise the cus- 
tomers showed that they could keep 
up with Beatty regardless of what 
bypath his humor took. 

Brown doesn’t make much of an 
jmpression at the start, mainly be- 
cause of poor choice of material and 
defective salesmanship. He’s a little 
fellow and very shy, and the only time 
he shows a semblance of strong self- 


confidence is when he’s’ pouring 
notes out of his licorice-stick. The 
Jack of showmanship persists 
throughout the performance, but 
with each successive interlude the 
elements that have made Brown's 
music distinctive on wax become 


more and more evident. A group of 
numbers which he offers midway in 
the runoff prove that this youngster 
can do rich and versatile things with 


the current dance idioms, and he 
Rives ’em a sizzling arrangement for 
the fadeout. The girl vocalist with 


the band, Miriam Shaw, looks very 
cute but lacks what it takes to sock 


home either a ballad or a rhythm 
number. 
Two acts that do sell themselves 


for a faretheewell are Tip, Tap and 
Toe and Trixie. Negro trio know al 
the answers in the book on hardshoe 
knocking and their performance, 
whether it deals with precision, ec- 
centric or acrobatic stepping, is a 
consistent treat for the ear and the 
€ye. It’s all routined to a_ whirl- 
wind pace. Trixie, a diminutive 
blond with fast underpinnings, shows 
up as a female Serge Flash. She 
may be slightly topped by him when 
it comes to working the devil's stick 
and the rubber ball but she proves in 
a class by herself as a juggler of 
Jarge rubber balls and plates. Her 
climactic bit is juggling five of these 
klobes at one time and this item, 
along with her general comportment, 


should make her a welcome -entry 
for any Class A vaude bill or floor 
show. Odec. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 3. 
Buster West & Lucill Page, Chick 


Gagnon, Alvin Kendall & Drew, 
Whitey Robert, Gwynne, Sylvia 
Froos; Larry Flint, House orch; 


‘Road to Glory’ (20th) and ‘House 
of Fear’ (U), dual. 

Good assortment of talent this 
week, adding up to a big bargain for 
the money. Among those present are 
Some new faces, some familiar ones 
and others, like Sylvia Froos, not 
seen often enough in these parts. 

Miss Froos, a fine singing per- 
Sonality sells her songs _ easily 
through bell-clear diction and flex- 
ible tone. Arrangements sparkle 
with originality and her consistent 
showmanship sustains interest. 

The burlesk antics of Buster West 
and the acro dancing of Lucille 


| Page likewise surefire. West re- 
|peats his usual routine of jumping, 
'roughing and scuffing all over the 
stage and a miniature piano, but he’s 
' best in his eccentric-acro hoofing. A 
hillbilly dance with Miss Page is also 
;socko, Chick Gagnon straights and 
Pianos for the act. 

Gwynne, magician, is new to this 


house and a very pleasant surprise. | 


Clicks all the way with a fast-mov- 


ing, showmanly bag of baffling 
tricks. His three assistants, who co- 


operate like clock-work, add much 
to the zest of the performance. All 
the tricks are swell, but the apparent 
disappearance of a girl within a tiny 
house is standout. Her dodging of 
sword-thrusts adds to the excite- 
ment. 

Alvin, Kendall and Drew are male 
hoofers working out some good chal- 
lenges, precision and military taps. 
Whitey Roberts, deuced, opens as a 
‘comic, but later reveals he’s really a 
hoofer and juggler. Missing out on 
the early comedy attempts, he has 
to work hard to win over, but he 
does, with a zippy skip-rope dance 
and clever plate-tossing. Fox. 


SHUBERT, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 4. 
Constance Bennett, Dean Murphy, 
Variety Gambols (7), Lorraine and 
Rognan, Six Debonairs, Deke Mof- 
fits House Orch, (13); ‘Two Bright 
Boys’ (U). 


Fortifying Constance Bennett’s 
billing of the ‘world’s best-dressed 
woman,’ the theatre management has 
shilled out for some classy hangings 
to spruce up the stage, with changes 
for each turn. Deke Moffitt’s 13- 
| piece house combo is back in the pit 
after a week behind the foots, and 
gives off with a mild intro. 

Variety Gambols, four men in col- 
legiate garb and three hefty gals in 
gym dress, ring the bell in the open- 
ing spot with tumbling, twirling and 
pyramids. 

Deuce position {fs capably filled by 
Lorraine and Rognan. Man in tails 
foils for the body-twisting comedi- 
enne before latter changes from 
knee-skirt to gown for their smash 
burlesk of a ballroom number. 

Dean Murphy, tuxed,. takes the 
apron mike for takeoffs on radio- 
screen celebs and the Roosevelts. 
Material is average, yet he sells it 
okay. Encores with a recitation on 
common use of the word ‘hell’ that 
might be dangerous without his clever 
advance apology. Six Debonairs, slick 
in full dress, please mightily with 
simultaneous tapology, and_= score 
solidly with a strenuous pantomime 
specialty on the machine-production 
age. 

Murphy reappears 
Miss Bennett and interview her on 
fashions. Film star receives a warm 
welcome and tries hard to get on 
friendly terms with the customers, 
but attempt at intimacy isn’t entirely 
‘successful. Inserted is a plug for 
her cosmetics biz. Accompanied by 
Julie Stvne, her pianist and voice 
coach, she overcomes vocal limita- 
tions to some extent with dramatics 
in singing ‘Are You Having Any 
Fun?’, ‘Crazy Moon’ and ‘Comes 
Love.” Murphy begged off for Miss 


Bennett after 12 minutes, explaining | 


it was her fifth and final Saturday 
performance. 
Fair house. 


Koll. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 4. 
Eddie Cantor. Bert Gordon, Sidney 
Fields, Stuart Morgan Dancers (4), 
Jouce Hunter, Fairchild & Carroll. 
Ruth Dave, Leni Lynn; ‘Cat and 
Canary’ (Par). 


Sans_ blackface, Eddie Cantor 
cavorts through 50 whirlwind min- 
utes and brings more business and 
laughter than has been seen or heard 
here in years. 

It is a typical Cantor show. He 
still works as hard as ever, possess- 
ing a solidity and authority that per- 
mits him to handle himself, his fel- 
low performers and his audience in 
smash style. 

He does an out-and-out selling job 
on a little tap-dancer, Ruth Daye; a 
piano team, Fairchild and Carroll. 
and a little singer, Leni Lynn. All 
are satisfving, but after the Cantor 
buildup the audience applause at this 
catching was treble what it would 
have been ordinarily. 

Cantor doubles back on his regular 
radio routines with Sidney Fields 
(Guffy) and Bert Gordon (Mad 
Russian). At the last show opening 
dav Cantor and Gordon were seem- 
ingly kicking up plenty of adlib, pro- 
viding considerable entertainment 
for themselves as well as the audi- 
ence. Joyce Hunter straights to set 
the crossfire for Cantor and Gordon. 
The Stuart Morgan dancers, out- 
standing adagio quartet on appear- 


ance and execution rocked these 
pavees from start to finish. 
Cantor also holds the spotlight 


alone occasionally, setting the mood 
at the beginning with a clever com- 
edy monolog before running into a 
pop. tune. Returning later, he’s 
dressed in little girl’s clothes for a 
comedy song that is pie for this mob. 
To top it off. he becomes serious, g0- 
ing into a click flag-waving session. 
He sprinkles just enough comedy in 
the spiel to keep the monolog 
punchy and interesting. 

Biz terrific. Gold. 


to announce | 


| ROXY, N. Y. 


| 

| Bobby May, Jeanne’ Brideson, 
Nadine Gae, Ted Rodriguez, The 
Variety Singers, Gae Foster Girls, 
Paul Ash House Orch.; ‘Drums Along 
the Mohawk, (20th), reviewed in 
this issue of VARIETY. 





A compact, short and fast-moving 
Fanchon & Marco stage presentation 
goes with ‘Drums Along the Mo- 
hawk’ (20th), a lengthy feature on 
which the main draught is based. 

Bobby May, vet juggler, heads the 
lineup in his slick routine with vari- 
ous implements of the juggling trade, 
notably the balls. 
with three or four of the little globes 
than the average customer will de- 
mand, and is a solid hit here. 

In addition to the Gae Foster line, 
not working quite so hard this week 
as usual, and a chorus of seven 
billed as The Variety Singers, show 
‘is made up of Nadine Gae, Ted 
Rodriguez and Jeanne’ Brideson 
(New Acts). 
| Last-mentioned is a concert vio- 
| linist who handles her fiddle and 
herself rather well. She closes the 


show. Miss Gae, dancing single, 
scores quite satisfactorily, as does | 
Rodriguez, who figures in South 


American terping in one of the pro- 
duction numbers. It’s labeled a new- 
style conga routine. Rodriguez was 
'at the Versailles nitery (N. Y.) fora 
long spell. 

Business very good Friday (3) at 
ithe last show. Char. 


ORPHEUM, MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Nov. 3. 

International Circus, Loyal Repen- 
skys (12), Miss Nelson’s Elephants 
(5), The Arcadias (4), Walkmirs 
(4), Miss Palmyra, Fantinos (4), 
Charlie Bell’s Clowns (5), Nate 
Evans Band; ‘Charlie Chan in Reno’ 
(20th). 


Orpheum reopened yesterday (2) 
| after being shuttered two weeks for 
‘lack of attractions onstage. Came 
through for six days with a grade 








A assortment of circus acts as- 
sembled following close of Ring- 


ling-Barnum season and labeled ‘In- 
| ternational Circus.’ Troupe consists 
| of seven veteran big-top acts men- 
| tored by Jim Picciani. Has just 
| about everything an indoor circus can 
have except the stable odor, from 
clowns to elephants, and runs a nice 
| hour. 
| Loyal Repensky equestriennes (12) 
take both opening and closing spots, 
a couple of the girls using two 
horses in the ring as a starter and 
saving the thrills of the bareback act 
for the finale. Gal duo gallops about 
stage for a few moments as 
Charlie Bell clowns (5) dash down 
the aisles in comic mayhem for ex- 
citing beginner. 

Miss Palmyra does armspins in 
midair, followed by the Fantinos, 
who start as just another set of jug- 


glers until they toss blazing fire- | 
brands about a darkened stage. Nice 


piece of showmanship and goes over. 
Fantinos also perform gymnastics. 
Miss Nelson’s three elephants run 
through complete pachyderm routine 
of dancing with a 
climaxed by a Sally Rand fan num- 
ber. switch to drunk act and a base- 
ball game for the climax. The Walk- 
mirs’ perch feats are okay, and the 
Loval Repenskys come back to finish 
with plenty of bareback business. 
Through the whole program wander 
the clowns with their usual fooling. 
Show labors under certain obvious 
difficulties due to limited size of 
stage facilities. 3ut it manages to 
cover these ovretty well through 
adroit use of the clowns. Town has 
been minus a circus visit all season 
and this outfit fills the gap, though 
audiences seemed a little wary atthe 





outset as to whether it would really 
turn out to be a circus or just a 
hoax. First indoor circus here in 


vears and most folks hereabouts had 


forgotten there were any left. Busi- 
ness slow first day. 

Nate Evans’ band handles the ac- 
companiment well for the acts from 
the pit Mart. 

HIPP, BALTO 
Baltimore, Nov. 5 

Earline King, Gae Foster Girls 
(16), Oxford Boys (3), Harris and 
Shore, Phil Lampkin, House Orch 
(12); ‘Mr. Smith Goes To Washing- 
ton’ (Col.). 

Necessarily brief because of film 
length, this 34-minute layout is nice- 
lv routined and presented. Earline 
King is in the pit with the house 


orch to open show with vocal of ‘Day 
In, Day Out’ and handle introduction 
via musical themes. Rest of acts are 
spliced into a revue type cf layout 
to good effect. 

Flashy line number by Gae Foster 
Girls, utilizing full stage for a hoof 
variation of a Scotch routine. clicks 
via good precision stuff. Wearing 
kilties and making their entrance 
through a large cutout of a Highland 
lassie. number builds to Miss King’s 
pit vocal of a medley of Scotch tunes 
done in swing. 

Oxford Boys next, youthful trio of 
harmonists essaying vocal impres- 
sions of name bands. They punch 


He can do more | 


the | 


variety of steps, | 


out versions of Waring, Heidt, Mc- 
Coy and others to good audience re- 
action. Fallow with arrangement of 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ and more pleas- 
| ing imitations. Though a good turn, 
| a little stronger selling would help. 

| Vocal of ‘Dancing in the Dark’ and 
‘picture number by portion of line 
|introduce Harris and Shore, who 


| start off with legit ballroom inter- | 


| —_-— 


pretation of a bolero but shift adroit- | 


with a 


into burlesque. Follow 


' 
'rough-and-tumble version of a so-| 


| phisticated cafe dance duo, after 
' which vocal by femme leads into a 

comedy rhumba that rings the bell. 
| Gal has a decided knack for comedy 
| panto and mugs her way to a bundle 
'of laughs. Encore bit, announced as 
'an adagio dancer’s nightmare, is 
| screamingly funny. 


| Foster gals, puts a strong chaser to 
| the doings. Mounted on graduated 
| stilts, they go through drill maneu- 
|/vers and earn a series of curtains. 
It’s a difficult spot set by Harris and 
| Shore ahead, but number is a perfect 
windup. 
| Biz very big. 


Burm. 


| LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 3. 

| Lottie Mayer’s Watercade, Roy 
Smeck, Lew Parker Co., Park and 
Clifford, Dave Monahan Co.; ‘Here 
I Am A Stranger’, (20th). 


Old-time variety can be found at 


| the Lyric this week, where five time- | 


proven acts provide 62 minutes of 
stage fare. Although each of the 
acts is topnotch quality, as far as 
vaude standards go, the turnstile 
clicked only intermittently on open- 
ing day. 

Dave Monahan Co. opens with a 
xylophone specialty. Monahan and 
his blonde femme partner go duo 
with sticks on ‘Whispering’ and ‘Lit- 
tle Sir Echo,’ with emphasis on gusto 
rather than tempo. Likewise a solo 
by Monahan on ‘I Got Rhythm.’ Real 
sock of act is finish, when Monahan 
attaches hammers to his feet and 
plays ‘Parade of Wooden Soldiers’ 
while perched on a high stool. Fin- 
ishes playing ‘Gypsy Sweetheart’ 
with both hands and feet. 

Lew Parker m.c.s and uses his gags 
throughout bill for good rib-tickling 
| effects. Has his own spot in middle, 
in which he uses a stooge on the 
stage and two hecklers in opposite 
boxes for effective banter. Park and 
| Clifford hold down the deuce well 
| with nice slow hand-balancing. Have 
a new opening in which they wear 
comedy acrobat outfits of the Gay 
90s period. They also help Parker 
open his act. 

Roy Smeck, next to closing, does 
some nifty fingering of the strings. 
His ‘Tiger Rag’ and clock imitation 
on the banjo are all to the good, as 
are ‘Wishing’ and ‘Over the Rainbow’ 
l'on electric guitar. An attempt to 
swing ‘Bugle Call Rag,’ however, be- 
comes too complicated mechanically 
for audience interest. Has sure 








a Bill Robinson tap on uke. 
Lottie Mayer’s Watercade 
Ten mermaids open with 


heavy- 


element in a pool 


| their natural 
They execute fancy 


water on stage. 
dives expertly. 
water sprays, well lighted, serving 
as setting for high dive from trapeze 
by Miss Mayer. Kiley. 

} 


| STATE, HARTFORD 


“Hartford, Nov. 6. 


Woody Herman Orch, with Pearl 
Robbins, Mary Ann McCall, Fen- 
wick and Cook. Andrews _ Sisters 
(3). Sam Kaplan House’ Orch; 


‘Sabotage’ (Rep). 


This 
its main appeal lying with the swing 
addicts. 

Following an overture by Sam 
Kaplan’s pit band, Woody Herman’s 
crew breaks out in a swing number 
in which various band specialists are 
potlighted. Herman batons neatly 
and orch has on hand a number of 
faves. 


Herman gives out with some nifty 


pecialty 


clarineting pace. 
1 Pearl Robbins sells .erself with toe- 
tapping and band singer, Mary Ann 
McCall, does nicely with ‘South of 
the Border’ and ‘When Whip-poor- 


wills Call. 
Band is then in the groove with 
‘Woodchoppers’ Ball,’ followed by a 
j}medley of oldtimers. Up next are 
Fenwick and Cooke, standard knock- 


about hand-balancers. Boys are sock- 


eroo with their hoke lifts, unicycle 
tricks and Tyrolean dance. Act is 
same as it was on their last appear- 
ance here a year ago, and a little 
diversity would serve better. 
Herman calls on Fis specialists to 
contribute to ‘Blue Evening’ and 
‘Old Man Mose Is Dead,’ former 


written by a member of the orch, 
Joe Bishop. 

Next on are the Andrews Sisters, 
who are top applause-getters. Har- 


mony trio sing three numbers, en- } 


core with two others and have to 
beg off. Do ‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ ‘Begin 
the Beguine,’ ‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ 


‘Well, All Right’ and ‘Hold Tight.’ 


Biz off on show caught Saturday |} 


afternoon (4). Eck, 


‘Parade of Wooden Soldiers’ by the | 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 4. 
Roberts and Martin, Tiny Ann and 
Tony Small, Howard Nichols, Joe 
Oakie, Jack Haley, Mary Carlisle, 
Jack Teagarden’s Orch; ‘Roaring 
20s’ (WB). 


With Mary Carlisle, Jack Teagar- 
den’s orch and Jack Haley, this one 
is good for both the marquee and 
b.o. House wes standing ’em up in 
the rain Sunday afternoon (5), which, 
even though the Cagney pic got 
| raves, is distinct tribute to the vaude 
| pulling power. 

Haley, only one of the trio with 
experience at handling audiences, is 
the mainspring, his selling of Miss 
Carlisle pushing her from one earned 
bow into five returns at show caught. 
While Teagarden’s swing gets the 
bugs plenty, he’s not an m.c. yet, and 
chief flaw in his revue is not putting 
it in Haley’s hands soon enough. 

Opens with band playing its theme, 
boys in white coats and Teagarden 
in grayish business suit, to nice re- 
ception. With Teagarden announc- 
ing straight, band goes through ‘Red 


| Wings,’ fast and hot, and ‘Blue Or- 


| chids,’ done sweet with trick light- 


ing. Teagarden introduces ‘jitterbug 
champions from Madison Square 
Garden’ and Roberts and Martin 


take it in sport clothes for standard, 
mildly acrobatic jittering. Tiny Ann 
and Tony Small pop out cold for 
similar routine, the huge dame and 
the little guy being good for extra 
laughs. All four work the finale to 
okay hand. 


Teagarden takes hold again to pre- 
sent Howard Nichols, who takes his 
hoop-juggling seriously, _ starting 
with three while tap dancing and 
working standing still through four, 
five and six, then balances two on 
head and spins six on arms and legs 
for strong finish. Orch dominates 
again in ‘China Boy,’ handled as a 
jam session, with instruments work- 
ing in pairs, a la challenge, for its 
top hand. 

Haley arrives here, starting off 





with crack about ‘you know how all 
comics recall things that happen to 
them on the way to the theatre? 
| Well, nothing ever happened to me— 
until today!’ That paves the way for 
six minutes of fair solo chatter that 
(even includes such gags as the 
Helen Hunt lost pocketbook an- 
nouncement and the ‘what do you 
do?’ line for the stooge who gets the 
wire about the triplets. Stooge, Joe 
Oakie, gets nice hand on subsequent 
Al Jolson burlesk and nut hoofing. 
Haley finishes his own specialty with 
a medley of ‘songs I have been as- 
sociated with’ and gets swell hand on 
‘Button Up Your Overcoat,’ ‘Old 
Smoothie,’ ‘Dream Walking,’ ‘You Do 





the Darndest Things’ and ‘Hate to 
Get Up in the Morning,’ done with 
explanation of circumstances of each. 

Haley’s introduction gets smart 
hand for Miss Carlisle, who appears 


mitt-winner close when he imitates} jn black velvet evening gown and 
| falls into patter in re her recent film 
closes. | 


work, paving way for series of gags 


|} around Bing Crosby’s ‘polite’ horses 


footed chorus routine, then get into | 
of | 


Finish sees multiple | 


neat entertainment, with | 


and ‘tell Bing when you get back 
that a lady in the last row applauded 
his name.’ The _ stock you-gotta- 
know - how-to-make-love-to-be-a-ro- 
mantic-star business is played with 
obvious tongue-in-cheek touch and, 
filled with Haley cracks, it’s a riot. 
Pair duet Me’ for climax and 
she exits to ovation. Haley’s scream- 
ing of ‘Mary. Oh Ma-a-a-ary!” gete 


‘Babe 


ting her back for five thank-yous. 
Orch moves in again with ‘One 
o’Clock Jump,” oversize dame re- 
turning to maul Haley through a 


hee routine. 
Biz big despite bad weather. 
Craig. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Nov. 5. 
Linda Ware, Hugh Herbert with 
Lester Allen, Francis and Grey, 
' Hollywood Canine Mimics, Keene 
Twins with Vie and LaMarr, Bob 
Easton with Little Odette, Joe 
Fecher orch (ll): ‘The Witness 


Vanishes’ (U). 


A. A. Adams has renamed the Shu- 
bert, which ran into the red last 
eason under the management of 
gent Eddie Sherman, and plans a 
full winter of vaudfilm, with empha- 
sis on Hollywood personalities and 
name bands. Adams, operator of 
three other Newark theatres (in- 
cluding the Paramount, which 
housed stage shows last year), feels 


his connections 
of Grade A 


will assure plenty 
product for his fourth 
venture. Lack of product was con- 
sidered a contributing factor to 
Sherman's boxoffice downbeat. 
House is scaled to gross between 
$22,000 and $25,000, seating 2,000 and 
sticking at the present to a policy of 








four shows weekdays and five Satur- 
days, S indav iY hol avs. Doors 
open at 10 a.m., with 20-25-35 admish 
until noon, when i witches to 25- 
30-40. From 5 p.m. to closing scale 


jumps to 40-55-75. 

Budget is flexible, with majority 
of top acts working on a percentage 
over guarantee. No set figures, but 
cost of sh average $5,000-$7,500, 
Al Dow booking for Adams now. 

Current show did brisk biz over 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Wednesday, 


4 


November 8, 1939 


VARIETY 


39 








a=——— 
Open Door 
Leonard Cooke 
Wade & Wade 
Ethel Mader 
Billy Beck 
Morton Bros 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Paul Lynch 
Jon Anton Ore 
Pegey Martin 
Peacock Gurdens 


Sylvan Herman O 
Ann Reed 
~ Palumbo’s 


Ronnie Stewart 





Franchon Davis 
Ross Irwin 

Jerry Delmar Oro 
Joe Smythe 

Geo Kas 


e 
Howard Reynold O 
Phuiladelphian Koom 
Earl Denny Ore 
Sybil Kaye 
Monocled Amba'dor 
Ruthania & Malec’m 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Purple Derby 
Carita 
Billy Burns 
Margie Mealy 
Dottie St Claire 
Betty Mealy 
Betty Fitzgerald 
Billy Hughes 
Lynn 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Kainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Teo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Red Lion Inn 
Al Streit Ore 
Jack Griffin 
Edna Smith 
Gale Lee 
Frank Dumont 
Mystery 
Sunsom House 


Richard Bach 
Joe Dougherty 
Al kiibride 
Jack Ross 
Buddy Nugent 
Rendezvous 


(Hotel Senator) 
Slim Gaillard 
Southland Rhythm 
Pearl Williams 
Slim Gaillard Ore 

Stork Club 
Farl & Frances 
Lyin & Margo 
Joan Barrie 
Bob FKlinch 
Jean Starr 
Yom Halligan 
jenry Patrick Ore 

Stamp's Cafe 
Johnny Welsh 
Bert Lemish 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Grace O'Hara 
Tell .Sis 
Gail & Dianne 


Ore 





Suniasy 


George 


The 


Jimmy 


Jack Hutchinson 


Silver Lake Ino 
(Clementon) 


Mickey Familant Or 
Alice 


Lucey 

Bernard & Rich 

Jackson 

Lee Vaughn 

Tudell & Jean 

Barbara Joan 

Marie Holz 

heed 

Lee Lamond 

Stephanie & Craig 
20th Century 

VYvonettes 

sub Shafer 

Meran Bros 

Doris King 

Helen Brooks 

Hal Thompson Ore 
Venice Grille 

Rags Gordon 

Tanya Garth 


|} Casimiera Gls 
| Theresa 


Geo Marchetti Ore 
Frank Ross , 


Barbara & Flo Lane | 


Phyllis LaRue 
Viking Cafe 

Helen Stewart 

le Masos 

Naegra Ore 

Mimi Stewart 

Margie Smith 

Wade & Wade 
Wagon Wheel 

Lorraine Wiley 

Al Wilson 

Joe O'Shea me 

Al Bastian Ore 

Harlan Uale 

Pecuey Frame 
Warwick Hotel 

Wanda & Escorts 

Weber's Hof Brau 

(Camden) 

Rudy Bruder 

Jules Flacco Ore 

Shanghai Wing Tr 


Vallee & Doreen 
Hierb Dexter 
Irene St Claire 
Jerry MeGinty 


Jack Moss 
Syd Golden 
Elsie Hart 
Ted & Julia 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Keller Sis 

Wilson's 


Joe Hongh, MC 
& Guardsmen 
Marion 

Niles & Jo-Ann 
Shanon & Mein 
Wayne Kennon 
Ada Reynolds 


Geo Rakay Ore 
Dashingion 
Vacht Club 


Hie'en Dovle 
Dotty Moore 
Frances Deaver 
Bob Krandhill 
Pete Haves 
Harry Born Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 
Hal 
Chet 

Bert Phillip’s 
Ethel Seidel 
Don Pedro Ore 
Blatz Palm Garden 
Eddie South Ore 


Cardinal Club 
Kurt Ore 
Chateau Club | 
Stan Jacobson Ore | 

Mawiey Gls 
Jobnnv Poat 
Thelma Ward 
Laurene Nevell 
Eileen Sis 

Barney Starr 
Mata Monteria 
Zang & Todd 
Andre & Delphine 


Munro Ore 
& Marcia 


Jay 





Chez Paree 

Wally Valentine 
Ore 

Clover Club 
Jing Brynd Ore 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 
Rick & Snyder 


Club Forest 


Virginia Grey 
Herdine Dickson 
Hielen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 
Cookie Harding Or 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edna Enrico 
Dorothy Maye 
Ellen Kaye 
lLamars 
Cleo & Ruth 
Bally Joyce 
Club Milwankean 
Otto Richter Orc 





Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett 
Club Terris 
Gordon Gensch 
Mona Hende 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 
Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Ruckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen Dunn 
Zastrow & Wells 
Jack Faye 
Devines Eagles 
Louis Panico Ore 
Stephen Swedish O|! 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Rick & Snyder 
Mamie'’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Reom) 
Jack Denny Ore 
Karl Ratsch's 
Willie 
Irina 


Orc | 


Ore 
son 





Keller Ore 
RBrahn 
Lakota's 
Robby Stuart 
Jullianne Ds 


Billy 


semond | 
Lamont i 


Blue Room 8 


Mildred Seelby 
Bernice Barns 
Marie Keckhy 


Larsen's 
Ray Meadows Ore 
Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken heck 
Lindy's 
Wiedner 
Gloria Fontaina 
Syiv'ter Siambaugh 
Frances Parker 
Log Cabin 
KRergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Hloward 
Julia Gerity 
Wally Rand 
Trudy De Ring 
lielen Everett 
6 lLsrucettes 
Peggry Geary 
Gene Emera'd 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Oasis 
Rert Bailey Ore 
Snooks Hartman 


Old Heidelberg 


Grace 


Car) 


Gust 


Eddie Zippy Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 
BRoblie Rae 
Tommy ONeal 
Patsy Mack 
Sandra Lynn 
Ray Van Day 
Paris 
Joe Gumin Cre 
Kenny Kay 
Little Ray 


Plankinton House 
(Red Koom) 


Marlow Sis 
Plantation Club 


Rert Bailey Ore 
Marvy Webb 
Pinntation 6 
Rrown & I ons 
Hunky Brown 
Ruddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 
Rendezvous 
Rob Matheson Ore 
Grace Brown 


Rendezvous 1% 
Ia Nore Sis 


Helen Shower 
Evelyn Darr 
Jerry Lynn 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 


Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
Hal White 
Scaler’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
fienevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy ©'Bien 
306 Club 
Robby Maynard Or 
Cab Horvath 
Teddy Capp 
Schwartz 
Red Ravin Ore 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griggs 


Claude Parmenter 
Spa 
Bill Davidson Orc 





| Billie Lamont 


| Rita 











Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 
Siate Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Eddie Kube 
Fio Bell 
Beity Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Steuben Inn 
Marty Hoff 
Al Gullickson 
Claudine Hayes 
Annex 
Simeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
kilburta Johnson 


Strand 


Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple Ore 

Tie Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 
Chet Boswell 
Thelma Ward 
Harriet Cross 
Martin & Marvel 
Jay Jason 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Joe Rines Ore 
Hodge Trio 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz Ore 
Bowery 
Faith Bacon 
La Verne's 
Doryce & Freddie 
Rovers & Morris 
Delano 
Boweryettes 
Johnny King 
Benny Resh Ore 
Blue Lantern 
Lee Walters Ore 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Dick Bauer 
Teinple & Marie 
Kay Carroll 
Gale Reynolds 
Commodore Club 
Paul Rosini 
Floradoras (6) 
Virginia Gibson 
Lee Bartell 
Hark Thomas Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Dick Havilland 
Rene & Michael 
Aileen Marlow 
Starr & Maxine 
Eddie Bratton Ore 
Frontenac 
Cecil Lee Ore 
Krooks 2 
Danny Brown 
Club Lido 
Zonette Sis 
Doraine & Ellis 
Texas Rockets 
Ralph Fisher 


Club 


(12) 


Ore 
Morocco 





Harry Jarkey 
Earl Bammell 
Armand & Juliana 
Main Street Club 
Frank Sidney Ore 
Nebliolo’s 
D! Giovanni 
Monty Wysong 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Inn 
Frankie Con 
Ben Young 


10TSs 


Orc | 


Jane Mathews 
Town and Country 
Club 


Benny Skorch Ore 
Larry Powell 
Irene Burke 
Helen Savage 
Jack Farrell 
Eve Evon 
Ray Wencil 
Gail Parker 

Toy’s 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 


Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Wisconsin RKoof 
Bill Carlsen Ore 
M Merrymaker Ure 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Reguette 
Lee Leighton 

Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


Una Cooper 
Lischeron & Adams 
Jack Campbell Ore 
Oasis 
Tou Corsini Ore 
Francis & Wally 
Evonne & Philips 
Ruth Carney 


Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
La Marr Trio 


(6) 


Ore 


Denverettes 
Don Pablo 


Plantation 
Wm McKinney Ore 
Geo Gould 
Gladiss 
Bill Nightingale 
Charles Bristol 
Kitty Murray 
Pian'tion Belles (6) 

Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Larry Vincent 
Jean Travers 
Billingtons 

Redford Inn 
Don Miller 
Vocalians 


Club Royale 


| California Varsity 8 





Danny 
Bob Hall 
Billy & Joy 
John Booth 
Patsy Marr 
Royal Steppers 
Saks 
Cuff Winehill 
Velva Nally 
Cocktail Girls 
Geo Kavanagh 
San Diego 
Mildred Parr 
LeRoy & Pals 
Ravaye & Margo 
Earl Beaudrie 
Jimmy Stevenson 
Geo Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 


Severin 


(8) 


(6) 
Ore 


Navier Cugat Ore 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charles Auld Trio 


MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PAUL 


Anglesey 


Eddie LaRue B (6) 
Arlene Gare 
LaVoe & De Anne 
Bowery 
Sammy Sway Ore 
Madame Minerva 
Gene & Pat Patton 
red Brown 


Edith Kaye 
Coliseum 
Jack Kane Ore 
Commodore 
Ken Davenport Ore 
A. Murray 


Coronado 


4 Nonchalants Ore 
(‘laude Ellis 
Georgie Arden 
Curly's 
Oscar Bellman Orc 
Jinimy liegg 
Musical Kentlevs 
Drake & Marsche 
Thelma Shirley 
Curtis 
Dick Long Ore (8) 
Golden's 
Tean Sartell 
Golden Boys Ore 
Happy Hour 
Gordie Bowen Ore 


Madelyn Joyce 
Iaunge Vierre 
Sev Olsen 


Magie Bar 


| Pa Trester’s Ore 


| Betty LeMar 
Marigold 
Cee Hurst's Ore 
Minnesota Terrace 
Lawrence Welk ¢ 
Mauno & Strafford | 
Rob Pace | 
Jayne Walton 
Jerry Burke j 
Marion Wilkins ‘ 
A Murray Dancers | 





Dancers | 


| Red 


| 


| 





Craig Buie 


| 
| 


Oré ' 


Monte Cuthbert 

Post Cafe 
Ted Ryan Ore 

President 
Al Wehte Orc 
Tom Allen | 
Sheldon Gray 
Jovy Bennett 
Tinv ford 


Joe's 


Craw 
Sloppy 
Maddock Ore 
Dave DeVore 
Terrace Cafe 
Hal Munro 
Mary Ruth 
Stuart & 
Town & Country (€ 
Hy 


Dave 


Ore 
Milan 
Lee 
Ackerman Ore 
Ackerman 


Zephyr 
Bob Warner's O (8) 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village j Lady Esther 
Otto Thurn Ore | Jerry Mengelsohn 
Miss America, '39 | Freddie's Cafe | 
Ann Mare rf lee teal ‘ | 
Margaret Aemmer | poy Pn i! po Ore 

> | ew Stewa | 
Herman Pirchner | atts” Shaieakh 
Avalon Lornette Sis 
Hv Barron Ore Patsy, Sk’s Cameren 
Norman Priest Golden Glow 
Kay Carroll Paul Simonetti Ore 
Marilyn Foster Mary Lou 
Thelma Todd Gladys Delmar 


Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Biack 
Cedar Country Clu» 
Sherdina Walker 9 

Cedar Gardens 

Melvin Ore 
Johnny Hudgins 
Fabian & Marie 
Lois Deppe 
Mitzi & Spitz 
Lillian Young 
Mitzi Mitchell 

Chateau 
Chick Chaiken Ore 
Lillian Barnes 
Armanda & Lita 
taliph Lewis 
4 Queens 

College Inn 


Duke 


| Norman Brill Ore 
lean Grayce 
Marie Keene 

Red Evans 





| Jules de 


Camille 

Gourmet Club 
FE Robinson Ore 
Dunes Koys 
Vorzon | 
Jack Webb 

Hatton's Club 
Fred He kel) 
Robbie Collins 
Ruth Parker 
Carmen Jameson 

Hotel Allerton 
George Paderewski 
Kay Whitney 

Hotel Cleveland 
Everett Hoagland 
Walt Bergen Orc 

Hotel Sterting 
Marty Lake Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 
Jean Lysle 

Hlotel 
Sammy 


Hollenden 
Watkins O 


Demetre Orc | 


| 


Piccolo Pete Ore Johnny Duffy 
abt Py nrinigd Nut House 
rio Parker » : : 
Kaitis & Ranesse red Blake Ure 
Daisy, the Horse Boogy-Woogy 
Bddie Morris Reggie Dvorak 
| Bernie Lambert Al Mercur 
| Tubby Rives Jim Buchanan 
rie ’ Joe Klein 
Cork and Bottle Dale Harkness 


| 


|; Jack 





Where’s Fishell? 





Operator of a football pool 
working one of the film build- 
ings on Broadway went for 
$1,600 a week ago when too 
many players picked all eight 
games carded. 





Filmites trying their luck at 
the poo] used Deke Houlgate’s | 
selections in Damy VARIETY. | 
Houlgate picked all eight games. | 








Monaco's Cafe 
Valentino & Sigrid 
Elaine Manzi 
Parbirine 
Claude Hoagland O 

Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Southern Tavern 
Emil Velazeo 


Callahan Sis 
Romany Three 

Hotel Statler 
Richard Bone Ore 
Frank Paris 
Gloria Blake 

Jack & Eddie's 
Saboda 
Unit 


Jeanne 
Miss Ohio 


Freda MacRonald Helene Gray 
fenry Rubertino s ™ a] 
Arlene Rice Ore Stanley Club 


George Winter Ore 
Jackie Mave 

Jack Elliott 

Mitzi Walker 

Patsy Day 


Lindsay's Sky-Club 


Poison Gardner 
Pita White 
Pearl De Luca 


PITTSBURGH 





Anchorage Herry Martin 
Hughie Morton Ore | Johnny Frits 
Maynard Deane Al DiLernia 

Arlington Lodge New Peun 
Dale Somers Ore Lee Barrett Ore 

Balconades Russ + ocr 
Phil Cavezza Ore Gene Navarre 

a" : a Tom & Toby Lane 

Bill Green’s Sally Palmer 


Benny Burton Ore Clem Hawkins 
Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Club Cariton 


Neil Brant 
Di Curmo 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Marion Rohrkaste 
BRankoff & Cannon 


P . ‘ Clair Ray Gls 
Nita ber iglemnird Paul Winchell 
Club Petite Angelo Di Paima 


| Red Raiders 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN Sports Commentator) 





Corneltl—Colgate 
Cornell had its off-day or a let- 
down against Columbia. Andy Kerr's 
were in the stands 


watching that game, but don’t be- | 


lieve they learned anything. The 
Cornellians are too sound, funda- 
mentally, and will trim Colgate. 


Holy Cross—Temple 
Temple’s up and coming, but the 
Crusaders are there to stay. Holy 
Cross by two touchdowns. 
Princeton—Dartmouth 
Dartmouth’s riding high with an 
unblemished record and a tremend- 
ous victory over Yale, but the 
Greens are overrated and the Prince- 
ton aerial game may give them their 
first setback of the season, 
Pitt—Carnegie Tech 
The Smoky City battle with both 
teams potentially strong. They’ve 
blown hot and cold but Pitt gets the 
vote because of its better aerial 
game. 
NYU—Missouri 
Two fine, passing teams, with the 
Violets having an edge in the run- 
ning game. Better ball handling and 
smart quarterbacking gives the New 
Yorkers a slight advantage. 
Fordham—Indiana 
Fordham didn’t need much to de- 
feat Rice, while Indiana was being 


| 


|They’re blocking for DeCorrevent 
and that makes the difference of 
enough tallies for Northwestern. 
| Texas A&M—SMU 
| Standout game of the day, with 
two of the nation’s finest squads in 
action. The Texas Aggies are better 
balanced and have more versatility; 
| therefore stick with them. 
Tulane—Alabama 
| The Tulane power through the 
tackles should keep them knocking 
at the Crimson door all day. ‘Bama 
has no offense of its own and can- 
| not check the Tulane offense, 
Georgia Tech—Kentucky 

Tech played valiant ball against 
Duke with one point separating these 
|two clubs. They'll ramble on against 
|'Kentucky without too much diffi- 
| culty. 


California—Washington 
This is a tossup affair, neither club 
being potent. Washington gets the 
nod because of Jimmy Phelan’s 


coaching. 


USC—Stanford 
Stanford’s got dissention in the 
ranks while Southern Cal. moves 


right on in a Rose Bowl way. 

Oregon—Oregon State 
Here’s a brass knuckle shindig 
with the teams evenly matched. Any 











Goodman ’ , 
siesistece Old Shay Gardens 





Entertainers Club , _. : 
Danny Mason Ore | Etzi Covato Ore 
i Dell Sis 
Evergreen Gardens | filen Vargo 
| Joe Cole Ore Betty Nylander 
Ginger Genee Mildred Kennedy 
Jane Neff Bill Douglas 
. Dean Sayre 
Harlem Casino Dick Smith 
Sunset Royal Ore 
Detroit Red Orchard 
Ralph Brown Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Madeline Jones Jay Loring 
Carolyn Williams Chuck Miller 
furner & Burnelle 
Myrtle Wilson Pines 
Dewey Taylor Nelson Maples Ore 
Hotel Henry tay Catizone 
(Silver (rill) Billy Rizzo 
f Contreras Ore Plaza Cafe 
Conchita , ee 
(Gay 90's) Jimmy ton Ore 
Dorothy Nesbitt Dewey Moon 
Carol Gould 
Hotel Roosevelt RB & B Johnson 
Idlers | Barbarina 
Hotel Schenley | Riviera 
Howdy Baum Ore | Billy Smith Ore 
Jean Boaz | Sky-Vue 
Buzz Aston | Fran Eichler Ore 


|dates in Australia is the Tivoli cir- 


a sae P | Union Grill 
ote m enn 
ht bs | Art Yagello 
(Chatterbox) anil ata te 
Eddy Brandt Ore Mike Sandretto 
Khvthm Bovs 


Willows 


(Continental Bar) 
! Al Fremont Ore 


lly Catizone 


SYRACUSE 


Avalon | Wacky Nolan 
Stu Garling Hotel Onondaga 
Deke Raymond | Herb Gordon Ore 
Club Candee Bonnie Blue 
Ve 2S 3 
Hammond & R Royal Jesters (3) 
Gladys Martin Hotel Syracuse 
rallaghe Ne co 
ie a ‘ Les Brown Ore } 
Frances Tea Koom 
Frank Wheaten Or Luigi's 
Ray Rux Maxim & Odette ! 
Margie Lane 
Greenwich Village : 
| Ruso Le Beau 
Anton Cotton Ore | Mickey Mann 
June Devoe |} Danny Boone 
nita Werner s 
- 2 ; | Prison inn 
Delores Dean 
Betty Lee Pete Kite Orc 
Violet Shaffer Maur! & Maurl 





AUSSIE RELYIN 


ON YANKEE ACTS 


Sydney, Oct. 17. 

The call to the colors of many 
native performers is expected to re- 
sult eventually in the Common- 
wealth’s dependence on American | 
acts for its entertainment during the 
war. This along with the exhibs’ 
dependence on American film prod- 
uct because of the decline in produc- 


| tion abroad, 


Handling most of the vaudeville | 


cuit headed by Frank Neil, who re- 
cently returned here after an over- 
seas trip that resulted in his booking 
more than 350 acts for dates on his | 
chain. However, with the cancella- | 
tion of a number of acts due to the 
war, and with indications that many 
prospective English and Continental 


| dates will be out for the duration of 
the conflict, Neil is expected to fall | 


back on the Yanks. As is, Tivoli has 
enough acts to last it till April, 1940. 





| against 














the Cadets looked much improved 
the Irish. The Soldiers 
should come into their own at Cam- 


bridge and gain their first major 


| triumph. 


Yale—Brown 

The Boola Boola Boys have gone 
|from bad to worse. Brown, with 
| plenty of talent, just hasn’t clicked 
las yet. Believe this will be the 
Brown Bear’s day. 

Navy—Columbia 

The Lions rose to heights in los- 
ing a tough one to Cornell. The 
Middies were ineffectual against all 


major foes but have been hampered 
yy injuries to keymen. This is 
played at Annapolis so sailors 
are the choice. 


the 


Villanova—Auburn 
Auburn’s the slight favorite here, 
but the good, right arm of Nick 
Basca will get enough points to put 
Villanova on the long end, 
Penn—Penn State 
Plenty of tradition here which al- 
ways makes it a battle. On per- 
formances to date the red and blue 
of Penn should have no trouble 
winning. 
Notre Dame—Iowa 


| 


| tically ceased. 


Eddy Anderson at Iowa must be | 


commended for a fine-coaching job. 

However, his boys cannot match the 

power and talent of Notre Dame. 
Minnesota—Michigan 


Michigan flopped against Illinois, 
but Minnesota’s been suffering all 
season, The Wolverines’ should 


bounce back and topple the Minne- 
sota Gophers. 
Northwestern—Purdue 
Purdue’s making no_ progress, 
while Northwestern’s on the upbeat 


swamped by Ohio State. Fordham | edge must be given to Oregon be- 
Probable Football Winners 
(November 11) 

| By DICK FISHELL 

| 

| GAMES WINNER opps 

Cornell—Colgate .......... (pen ce: can sdeneesoiesseaeeons, BEE 

| Holy Cross—Temple........... 0 ME BOONE ccnssesesec’ 20veee. BOem 
Princeton—Dartmouth ......... (EES Rc cap asapwerxesecaca, ae 

|| Pitt—Carnegie Tech........... en Sasa Mee es eR Even 

| NWWU—Milasoerd ...iscccccccces | SE er ere ere 
Fordham—Indiana ............- ¢ BD ip ccceewnaseeeeeeeesooe eee 
Harvard—Army ...... ee ee eee oe te +s asatehooneteoesniesace See 
WIS —-TIGGE oni ccccssccveses cde OO so c0ccesovsicssecemsecoos Bee 
Navy—Columbia ..........++. SE ebecdiodesemeavrecntesae, Eee 
Villanova—Auburn ........... EE, Scdviggsinnacaweyess ea Even 
Penm—Penm SBtate... oc .ccccsccves PO: -sansiaaee Es ae Rae ee a eee 
Notre Dame—Iowa...........- si OE TINO iv cbdesvavicixece Oe 
Minnesota—Michigan ......... .. Michigan Weerrrrirre rT tee 
Northwestern—Purdue ..........- PORTED: scededeverciccce. Ben 
Texas A@M—SMU.........ccccc TOMGN Feet On 566660 4000605.05000. BOO 
Tulane—Alabama .............+. SOOO i ccades i daseeas ; 7-5 
Georgia Tech—Kentucky........ COUOPOED THON 66s 66aKeccasees 9-5 
California—Washington ...... eo Washington ...cceccsessseees: Even 
USC—Stanford ....... er re Me ic ae eels errr rey eerie 3-1 
Oregon—Oregon State............Oregon ..... eo recverevcccses o a5 
Santa Clara—Mich., State.........5amta Clara .......6+55- - 8-5 

| was unimpressive in winning and!cause playing in their own balli- 

Indiana should bounce back and up- | wi 

set the highly favore ams » ° . 

set the highly favored Rams. Santa Clara—Michigan State 

Harvard—Army Michi State's ; , 
ites me — 

Harvard is still not there, while ichigan States improving, but 


their sophomores make mistakes. 
Santa Clara’s in high gear and they’ll 
capitalize on Michigan’s mistakes to 
eke out a victory. 





Gestapo—DX 


Continued from page 1! 














exchange of programs between Can- 
ada and other countries and stated 
that the CBC carried 724 programs 


from the U.S.A. and 71 from Great 
Britain during the month of August 
while 204 Canadian programs were 


carried in the U.S.A. during that 


period, 

Frigon revealed that even 12 years 
ago Russia was broadcasting in 62 
different languages and dialects, 





Non-Reich German Mail 


NBC’s shortwave radio division in 
New York City is receiving much 
German language mail since the out- 
break of war, but almost al] of it 
from outside Germany itself. Fan 
mail from within the Reich has prac- 


French communiques as broadcast 
over NBC DXer to Europe have been 
received on the other side before 
broadcast by the native longwave 


| Stations, which have a fixed sched- 


ule. Meantime, NBC news periods 
in various languages, Portugese, 
Spanish, German, French, have been 
running as long as 42 minutes some 
nights, although originally and, in 
NBC opinion, preferably confined to 
15 minutes. Will get back to the 
shorter interlude eventually. 
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VARIETY 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


9° 


‘Continued from page 37) 


deluge 


Although Sundav’s 
ross for day. 


weekend 
cut into 
One act which will not continue as 
unit is Linda Ware, !4-yvear-old 
fresh from Coast, and Bing 
‘Starmaker’ (New Acts). 
in front of Joe Fecher’s 
house band. 


8 
Sopra 
Crosby s 
She 
adequate 

Paramount's reply to Deanna Dur- 


solos 


bin has pleasing, well-trained voice 
Her forte is the classics and modern 
sweet 

Huch Herbert’s material is for the 
most part informal, and at times 
seeminely extemporaneous = banter 
with Allen—a comic turned straight 
—but he actually needs no material 
after an entrance punctuated with 
the voo-woos’ and biz with the 
hands which characterize his film 
roles Customers start laughing 
when he appears, and stop atler two 
or three encores. 

He could drop the telegram rou- 
tine without harming the act, which 


runs 15 minutes. and substitute addi- 
tional hali-witticisms. 

Material includes bit of biz 
scissors and folded paper’ which, 
Herbert haltingly apologizes, ‘may not 
be stupendous, but I think it’s cute.’ 
It is It's his first appearance in 
east since turn at Strand, New York, 
last vear. 

Froncis and Grev eccentric 
dances, open show and reappear be- 
fore Herbert. tag doll reutine 
not new, but their convolutions are 
well executed. The snake dance, 
with gal wriggling on stage clad in 
slinky vreen attire, effective 
she literally crawls over partner un- 
til climax results in death of the ser- 
pent 

Hollywood Canine Comics present 
four well-trained dogs taking off 
Gineer Rogers, Stepin Fetchit. Snow 
Whit: (a coal black French poodle) 


with 


is 


as 


1S 


and Joon Blondell. 

Bod Easton acts as m.c., doubling 
in fourth spot on bill with Little 
Odetie. attractive midget who ap- 
pears first as his precocious baby 
son in a so-so bit of dialog. then de- 
cidedly feminine in song and dance 
with Easton. 

The Keene Twins and Vie and 
LaMarr round out the show, tapping 
and = tumbling themselves into a 
trenzy which: the customers, unfor- 
tunately do not share. Act need; 
polish and haircuts 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Gray Gordon Orch (13), Diamond 
Bros., (3), Bob King, Harris, Claire 
and Shannon, Benay Venuta; ‘Inside 


Information’ (U). 


To curb the boisterous youngsters 
who ad 
lib management 
of this 
the 


nouncement asking th 


can't resist an impulse 
front, the 
Brandt house 


stageshow 


to 


from out 


now precedes 


with a screen an- 
e auduience to 
refrain from loud talking or other dis- 


order. Show caught this 


week was 
the final one of the opening day 
(Thursday), so that was no test of 
how the new regulations will keep 
the juves in order However, the 
house was packed and, within rea- 
son, orderly and responsive. 

Gray Gordon is the visiting band 
this week, offering fair enough music 
and considerable stage activity for 
theatre presentation. Nearly every 


number has some sort of novelty, the 
topper being an intentionally corny 


arrangement of ‘Darktown Strutters 
3all. with Carl.Corelli (accordian) 
as a longhair conductor and Bill 
North (guitar) offering bashful 
vocals Clicks effectively. Shirley 
Lane does two vocals in passably 
lively fashion, Crew winds up with 
a -somably warm job on “a ger 
Rag In addition to Gordon, the 
band contair four brasse t} 
reeds, 2a rdian, guitar, bass, p O 
and tray 
Bob King (New Acts) is the first 
vaude turn He’s a so-so ventrilo- 
quist. with just fair skill and ma- 
terial Uses first a femme dummy 
and then a wee sailor, latter being 
bette: tf two. Diamond Bro {un- 


der Ne Acts for the records) are 
the solid clicks of the bill, holding 


the house hysterical for more than 
20 minutes and then having to beg 
off. They’re a vet vaude trio and 
merge a pack of standard comedy 


and acrobatics into irresistibly funny 
slapstick. 


Harris, Claire and Shannon, an- 
other standard vaude turn, offer 
three numbers. pretty much = as 


they've been doing for several sea- 


sons. Harris is a dark-haired chap, 
Miss Claire is a blond wearing a 


black gown, while Miss Shannon is a 
brunet togged in white. They make 
a striking combo and their routines 
are distinctive. They team smooth- 
ly, have plenty of tricks and build 
every turn to ae climax. When 
caught they did a tango, bolero and 
Mexiconga. Latter offers an oppor- 
tunity for a change to nifty costum- 
ing, but they don’t utilize it. 


Benay Venuta has the mop-up 
spot and fills the bill. Wearing a 
ylack gown that sets off her blond 

ha and minimizes her heft, the 


radio-legit singer handles three 
numbers with assured skill and 
showmanship. She has the voice, 


rhythm, enunciation, 
knack of selling a number and 
knows every trick of the business 

For her present date, Miss Venuta 
is m.c.ing a talent contest sponsored 


personality, 


by the house. At show caught there 
were four entries. Singer did he. 
best with enthusiasm, encourage- 
ment ete. to give the tyro warblers 
contidence and set ’em off to ad- 
vantage. Hobe 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 5 
Malerich’s House Orch (18), 
Wynn Dancers (12), J 
Hollywood Co-Eds (2), 3 
Bros., Joe & Jane McKenna, 
Boles; ‘Main Street Lawyer’ 


Jac k 
Patricia 
Griffin, 
Youman 
J 


( 


loe 


ahi 
Rep). 

For the first time since it reopened, 
this house has a really high-powered 
John Boles, and he’s de- 
‘ring both on the stage and at the 
The regular house units, 
Jack Malerich’s fine 18-piece orches- 
Joe Griffin, singer, and the nifty 


headliner, 
lin 


} . 
boxotfice. 


tra 


Patricia’ Wynn 12-girl line, and 
three first-rate other acts. besides 
Boles. represent the entertainment 


bargain. 


Joe MeKenna m.c.s. besides pro- 
viding the one comedy turn, assisted 
by his sister, and he registers a 
bull’seve in both capacities. 

The orchestra is at its best with 
Malerich’s swell arrangements of 
Jerome Kern tunes. Then the 


fast-stepping Wynn gals trot out in 
plaid skirts and black velvet coats 


and hats for some Scotch swing that 


During this number 
a whirl at the giant 


clicks nicely. 
Malerich takes 


Wurlitzer and Griffen vocalizes ef- 
fectivelv. 
The two Hollywood Co-Eds are 


easy on the optics and their speedy 
tapping, other terp efforts and acro- 
batics meet general approval. Com- 


prising an accordionist, violinist and 
clarinetist, the Youman Bros (3) 
contribute swing, a corking arrange- 
ment of ‘St. Louis Blues’ and im- 
pressions of better-known radio and 
dance bands 

McKenna, in his own act, cashes in 
on a drunk impersonation. He and 
his sister also spill merriment-pro- 


re finishing with a rough and tum- 

burlesque that’s one 

the bill's top applause-getters. 
Boles 


voking patter and more clowning be- 
) 


ble adagio of 
is singing the same songs-— 
outstanding selections from his 
screen hits—that he offered on his 
last visit to this theatre several years 
ago. but they're still surefire and 
bear repetition, particularly ‘Waiting 


at the Gate for Katie,’ ‘The Desert 
Song’ and ‘One Alone.” The audi- 
ence apparently can’t get enough of 
him 

The Wynn girls are on for the 
finale. a takeoff on ‘Waiting for 
Katie.’ with six small gates utilized 
during the novelty routine, compris- 


ing, for the most part, kicking 
tomime and rhythm tapping. 

Huge lower floor practically filled 
the matinee Friday (3). 


Rees. 


, pan- 


opening 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Now. 3. 

Cab Calloway Orch (16), Sister 
Tharpe, 4 Cab Jivers, Three Choco- 
latee? Helena Smith, Cotton Club 
Boys and Girls (6); ‘Cat and Can- 
ary’ (Par). 

It’s jive from start to finish this 
week at the Circle, with Calloway 
giving out the licks in a 58-minute 
revue depending almost entirely on 
the ente nment merits of the orch 
" vrations of the leader. 

x Ss are giving out witl 
] reciation for the - 

of the Da 1, con oO! 
nny AX¢ three 

é 1 three trombone O i 

) v 25 minutes before any ot 
tn ls appea beating it out on 
‘i Sor and ‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ with 
\ y Calloway; ‘Doe Your 
Heart Beat for Me,’ vocal by Benny 
Paine Avalon,’ ‘Dark Eyes’ ind 
Ratamaque,’ last tune featuring the 


in-beating of Cozy Cole. 
Drums, bass, sax and trumpet then 


Four Cab Jivers to 


issemble as 


é < win 
the alligators with ‘After You've 
Gone.” Calloway joins the Cotton 
Club Boys and Girls in a dance 
routine, the mixed sextet also help- 
ing out in ‘Ghost of Smokey Joe’ 


later in bill, in which Calloway sings, 
backed by nicely done opium set. 
Helena Smith contributes a vigor- 
ous dance in front of traveler for 
mild hand Heaviest mitt-winners 
are Three Chocolateers, who keep up 


the fast pace with comedy-acro 
dancing. Sister Tharpe sings a trio 
of spirituals in swing time, accom- 
panying herself on guitar. Her un- 


usual interpretation is well received. 
Band closes with a repeat of ‘Jumpin’ 
Jive,’ with all members of the cast 
on stage for vocal and hoofing finale. 
House has been hoping for a bill 
draw ‘em in after several weeks of 
intermittent stage fare, and has n 
Calloway, with standges at 
third show Friday (3) 


nt 


pre 
Fr Kiley. 


1 SOLOW 


TOWER, K. C. 


City, Nov. 5. 


Kansas 


Petch and Deauville, Paulette 
Penny, Bob Hopkins, Novaline 
Pay Do» Harris, Elroy Peace, 
Glamou Girls Line, Jack Wen- 
dorer House Orch; ‘Rio’ (U). 

‘Parisian Gaveties’ as tag for this 
on yper theme possibilities nol be- 
fore utilized in stage production here 
under this latest regime of Barney 
JofYee and Frank Tracy. Show is 
nappv in 40 minutes, with some ex- 


tra production work by the line and 


house force, usual trio of standard 
acts and an additional ‘discovery 
night’ colored moppet. 

Line’s can-can number opens the 


show neatly, aided by Novaline 
Pavne’s torching of ‘Heat Wave’ in 
the background. Turn at the tight- 


wire is taken by Paulette Penny, 
featuring some dancing on the wire. 
Act is to the point and suitable 
opener. 


Front stage is given over to Elroy 
Peace, colored youngster, imitating 
Cab Calloway and encoring with tap 
number. Juve young enough to 
be cute and adds to this appeal with 


Is 


work above that of usual ams 
brought on here. 

Show's only singing solo is Miss 
Payne's peppy ‘Go Fly a Kite.’ Bit 
of production follows, with line as 


French maids. Don Harris, 


his inning to warble ‘Rue de la 
Paix’ with Mary Graham Minor, line 
chief, looking plenty oKay as his 
partner, Girls change to flashy 
dresses for close of number on 
‘Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody.’ Use 


of production gives this show a re- 


vue flavor, and work of the house 
force is more than competent. 
Bob Hopkin’s mimicry goes over 


nicely. He gives a minute edition of 
the Kraft Music Hall, lad’s voice be- 
ine a natural double for Bing Cros- 
by’s, the program’s m.c. Using him- 
selt m.c. against his self-estab- 
lished background, he mimics Joe 
Brown, Charles 3utterworth and 
Ned Sparks, ete. Physical and vocal 
resemblance to Crosby is his stock in 


as 


trade, however. 

Closing act is Petch and Deauville, 
with acrobatic and tap steps. Work 
as a team, take turns On specialtie 


to register okay. Line finales with a 
yy-soldier routine. 


te 

Problem of routing is constantly 
present here, with few acts brought 
in having flash enough to hold final 
spot Production number by the 
house standbys, such as offered this 
week. would be a better climax lif 


used as the finale here Qui. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


This theatre is recalling its 10th 
anniverasary as the first newsreel 
house with a series of shots from Its 
opening program. It gives patrons 


a chance to compare techniques. Un- 
fortunately, the array of present- 
day clips is about the weakest to 
come aiong in weeks, so the analogy 


doesn’t get a true test. Even scenes 
from the European war zone are 
routine and unexciting 

British aviators paying tribute to 
Nazi bombers killed when shot down 
ovel Scotland, glimpses _ of the 
| Roval Air Force back of the French 
front, Dutch troops girding them- 
elves for defense action, the Ger- 
man flotilla readying to sail from 
Poland, German troops in Warsaw, 
the crisis in Finland after the Rus- 
sian demands and first pictures of 
Nazi battleship in Wal prac tice 
make up the European war cover- 
age 


Tipoff on the dearth of worthy 


m.c., gets | 


EVIEWS 


| 


| to ‘buy’ shares in 1 


} 


material is shown by the way the 
ree] over-reach to hook up with 
the wal There is the clip from 
Pathe, for instance, showing sheep 
being sheared for wool (for the 
British) in Australia. 

The Saturday gridiron batt] and 
t} 10-vear-old n | progra 

erp hold the 1 of 1 

] i pa t ily 
» food ‘ tol prea 
flyin ecords in Utah, gowns fron 
China displayed as plug for ‘Bowl 
of Rice’ benefit ball and ded tion 
of the last structure in the Ro 
feller, N. Y., group fail to create 
mucn interest. 

The dominating point in the 1929 
newsreels is that the ene con- 
trasted to present ones, took in all 
sounds, while the commentator 
played a subordinate role. Often, 
the undiluted sound of a_ photo- | 
graphed crowd nearly blasted the 
listener's eardrums. 

Possibly the most gripping shots 
are on the attempted assassination 
!in 1929 of Prince Humbert of Italy 
in Brussels. The shot is heard and 
the scurrying officers rushing to 
grab the culprit is vividly shown. 
This was by Movietone. An inter- 
view with Winston Churchill (by 
Hearst Metrotone News, now News 


of the Day) is not unlike present-day 


newsreel work in formula excepting | 


that the cameraman eliminated the 
upper part of Churchill’s head and 
took in only his hands and knees, | 
obviously poor focusing. 

Charles M. Schwab and B. C 
Forbes give their slants on the Wall 
treet crash, the former by Metro 
one, after meaningle treet ene 
taken outside the N. Y. stock 


Wed 


Forbes’ suggestion 
929 without going 


vue 


change building. 


into debt probably bring rankled 
memories to stock traders. Both in 
the scenes of giant cable stringing 


on the George Washington bridge 
over the Hudson and ceremonies 
honoring Madame Curie, the = ab- 
sence of running comment is notice- 
ible just as the extraneous crowd 
noises are accentuated. Actual 


speech made hailing Madame Curie 
not clear, while the applause 
sounds like a dynamite blast. 


Possibly one of the earliest com- 


edy, novelty clips is included among 
the oldies. Shows two quaint misses 
with their pet ocelot and = chim- 
panzee. Even the inane chatter is 
Lunny 

Football games of the week be- 
fore last include LSU versus Van- 
derbilt, Tulane against Mississippi, 
Ohio State-Cornell, Notre Dame- 
Carnegie Tech, Pitt vs. Fordham. 


Dodgers-Giants pro battle and North 
Carolina-Penn. There’s not enough 
of that Ohio State-Cornell struggle 
and too much of others. The 99- 
yard run by Dennery in the Ford- 
ham contest and the 
by a Tulane player feature the cov- 
erage. Lew Lehr adds 
about two performing Aussie monk- 


ies. Fitzpatrick Traveltalk (M-G) 
completes the bill. 
Biz excellent Wear 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


— 


Buffalo. Now. 7. 
Horace Heidt Orch, with Larry 
Cotton, Frankie Carle, Bobby Hack- 
ett, Bob Knight. Art Carney, Bob 
McCoy, Fred Lowery, Henry Russell 
Red Ferrinaton, 4 Le Ahn Sisters. 
Bernie Mattinson, Drane Sisters (3): 
‘Honeymoon in Bali’ (Par). 


Horace Heidt's of melody 
dispensing and a veritable carload 
of talent make this audience a push- 
over. 

Heidt transplanted his 
ure-chest routine from the air to the 


years 


has 


stage, but it gains little in the 
transition and, if anything, slows up 
the otherwise smooth act It sug- 
gests a concession to the bounce ad- 


dicts, but aside from its radio identi- 
fication, it has little value except 
perhaps for horseplay 

Fach specialist with Heidt stands 
out sharply Frankie Carle at the 


piano leads in audience returns, with 
Fred Lowery, blind whistler, coming 


in strongly tor his share Heidt’s 
‘life contract’ curtain speech = for 
Lowery is smart showmanship. 
Carle does ‘Sunrise Serenade’ neatly 
ind then goes over big also with 
more surefire piano logs Henry 
tussell socks on the novachard with 
a couple of number and Larry 
Cotton’ tenor is utilized once to 
200d advantage Bernie Mattinson 
delivers effectively at the drums as 
does Bob Knight with the electric 
Suita Bobby Hackett, who, unti 
recently had his own band, does 
ome nilty virtuoso cornet work. 
Red Ferrington assists the maestro 
throughout with some effective 
clowning Art Carney’s vocal im- 
personations of Al Smith and FDR, 
topped by a serious semi-patriotic 
touch at the end, are highlights and 
keen enough to avoke sharp crackles 
of applause 


The presence on the stage through- 


out of the LeAhn (four billed: three 
appearing at the opening) and Drane 
Siters (3), at the violins, together 
with the onstage presence of the 
treasure-chest candidates, detracts 
somewhat from the usual stream- 

ied decor sought by most band 
acts but contributes an informal at- 


mosphere into which the proceedings 


fit well In toto, the band predomi- 
nates in specialty entertainment 
ither than instrumentally, and gets 


by on superior talent and showman- 
ship 


Plenty of standees. with the ropes 
up early at the supper show open- 
n qay. Burton 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, Now. 4 
Rufe Davis, Marie Wilson, Gaud 
) h {ro The Gretanos. Busch 
na Leroy, Jack Le niy aiid St title? 
Sisters; ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ 
(20th). 
Rufe Davis wallops ’em with his 


rube characterizations, but film-star 
Marie Wilson brodies with her weak 
contribution. 
fii] 


a\Aba 


Davis them 


including 


vives 


imitations, 


a 
line of a 


steamboat, crying baby, sax, airplane | 


and even ‘the saw that cuts a woman 
in two.” Then sings ‘Mama Don’t 
"Low No Music Played in Here,’ He 
earned three recalls at the opening 
snow, 

Miss Wilson, with m.c. Bob Oakley, 
n for some wacky patter con- 
cerning supposedly screwy relatives 
and then a so-so tune. 

The Gaudsmiths and their three 
French poodles earn a big hand. The 
Gretanos furnish considerable en- 
tertainment with their high-wire act. 


OES 1 


a real thriller. 

Busch and Leroy are clever ma- 
ninulator of puppets and Jack 
Lenny with the Statle: sisters. open 
the bill with routine tap Kany. 


106-yard dash | 


witticisms | 


treas- 


nesday, November 8, 1939 


| 


_ RIVERSIDE, M’W’KEE 


Milwaukee, Nov. 5 
Milt Herth Trio, Lassiter Bros 
Herman Hyde and Thelma Lee, Ward 
and Lane, Chester Dolphin, Lee Roti 


Orch Il); ‘Rio’ (UU). 

This stanza’s entertainment meas- 
ures as pretty good variety. 

Milt Herth Trio, with Buddy Bar- 


Hank 
ivories received heartilv. Pop- 
ular here, with town’s liquid prod- 
ucts in mind, ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ 
gets group off to good start. Act in- 
cludes several swingy tunes and a 
mirimbaphone solo by Barton that 
rate well likewise. 

Ward and Lane, acro-dancers, are 
mediocre with their terps and com- 
edy. Chester Dolphin needs more 
polish for vaude, though his juggling 


ton on drums and Simon at 


Is 


is neat enough with some novelty. 
Frank and Warren Lassiter fail to 
register well with their comedy. 


| They do some clever, okay contor- 
tions, but their ‘Screwytone News’ 
| routine is more burley than vaude. 
Prime act Herman Hyde and 
| Thelma Lee, doing clever and unique 
bits with bass and harp. Miss Lee 
| vocals nicely and should be given 
more to do. Their musical gadgets 
and funning go over socko. 


Is 


Biz good at show caught (Friday). 


Weber. 





Unit Reviews 











WAKE UP AND CHEER 


(B'WAY, CHARLOTTE, N.C.) 


Charlotte, Nov. 1. 
Sully and Thomas, Idyll and Bill 


Shaw, Ward and King, Bill Harris, 
‘Spellbinder’ (RKO). 
Anton Setbilia’s ‘Wake Up and 


Cheer,’ on the style of ‘Hellzapop- 
pin,’ scores heavily as a laugh revue. 

Entire troupe, including band, 
makes stage entrance from back of 
theatre and ‘Hellzapoppin’ influence 


is felt throughout in use of audience 
plants Idvll and Billy Shaw score 
nicely in opening act in which Shaw 
blends unicycling with comedy to 
draw handclaps 

Bill Harris’ gymnastics and clari- 
neting have some good spots, but on 
a whole, musico-acrobatic perform- 
ince moves slowly and lacks show- 
manship 

Ward and King score heavily in 
laugh department with gags and 
burlesk dance Sully, of Sully and 
Thomas, m.z.’s the show nicely. Pair 
score heavily for laughs, Thomas 
playing a dumb straight 

In only relief from comedy rou- 


tines, Sully and line present impres- 
sive patriotic skit favoring American 
neutrality. Using backdrop of Tomb 


ol Unknown Soldie act builds 
around song, ‘Let’s Leave It Over 
There,’ sung by Sully, in which batch 


of patriotic hoke 
received warmly 
Ten-girl chorus performs passably 


included. Act 


is 


in three routines, but dancing in 
show i ‘enerally relegated to pive 
comics rignt-ot-way seven-piece 
band plays from the pit 


House did good biz Wednesday 1). 


Just 


KUKLIN’S KAPERERS 


(VARSITY, LINCOLN, NEB.) 


Lincoln, Nov. 1 
June McMeen, M ry Ellen Comere- 


ford, Irving Kuklin, Pat Patterson, 
Ann MacDonald, Art Elliott, Mortoni, 
Hel Greusel, Rolling Rockets, Pat 
Herminghaus 
Solely for podunk midnighters, 
‘Kaperei pretty juve poorly 
backed I i it] 1 | renerally 
i tel Vv me o vo exception 
It’s prod 1 by Ir ‘ Kuklin, who 
i i t lard \ ie 
1 ict Predon anitly dancey, 
nit offers t ps tror June McMeen 
fair tap: Mary Ellen Comerford, very 
ni trut toe: Kuklin and Pat Palt- 
terso duo: Ann MacDonald and 
Pat Herminghaus, a light Mex num- 
ber, and Helen Greusel, acro 
Other entertainment brackets are 
represented by Art. Elliott, fair 


harmonica: Mortoni, a capable young 
magico, and the Rolling Rockets, a 
skating threesome with average 
spin routines 

Slated for midnight shows, Kuklin, 
it’s producer, allows blue lines only 
for himself. He spills a few gags, 
filling curtain waits, that could stand 
laundering. Gal section stays mod- 
est and without a hint of overboard- 
ing, Barn. 


MINSTRELSY TO SELL DRYS 


Columbus, Nov. 7 

The Ohio Anti-Saloon League, 
after a dormant period of several 
years, has decided to resurrect it- 
self via theatrical tactics. 

Inder the direction of superin- 
tendent S. P. MeNaught the league 
will inaugurate a combination ( 
ture-minstrel show in eve y villa 
j}and town throughout Ohio. 
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Mors. Mulling Equity’s Drastic 
Ticket Code Proposals, Including 


Suspensions, 1G Fines, Expulsions 


Equity’s ticket code delegation 
called on the managers in the offices 
of the League of New York Theatres 
Friday (3) and, in effect, said that if 
the showmen are sincere in attempt- 
ing to curb high prices they should 


provide the stiffest kind of penalties 
for violations of the rules. They 
particularly want the maximum of 
75¢c premium enforced to the letter 
and 25% of all tickets kept on sale 
at the boxoffices. 

Responding to the managers’ ideas 
of stiffening the code, the actors side 
suggested the most drastic provi- 
sions, such as suspension for six 
months and a fine of $1,000 or mage 
for the first violation, and expulsion 
for the second. Equityites figured 
that the League would never assent 
to such regulations and were some- 
what surprised that their proposals 
were accepted for consideration. 


Whether suspension from good 
standing would call for a manager 
to close a show, hit or not, is to be 
determined. There is no doubt that 
in the case of the brokers they would 
not be allotted tickets during the 
suspension period and for the second 
offenses forced out of the ticket busi- 
ness. Some managers, in discussing 
the stringent proposals, said that the 
penalties seemed entirely too stiff 
and that while an agency might be 
ruled out, it would not be equitable 
for showmen to be forced to suspend 
business since their money is in- 
vested in productions and theatres. 


In Accord on Ticket Control 


The session seemed to be in ac- 
cord that ticket control must be con- 
tinued. As far as Equity is con- 
cerned it will not subscribe to the 
code as now constituted. The man- 
agers are still keen to have the ac- 
tors association in back of the code, 
since that is accompanied with a 
basic pact whereby Equity will not 
change its rules and make producing 
more difficult. Managers are due to 
huddle today (Wed.) and further go 
over the Equity plans. The code as 
is was continued until Nov. 15, which 
is made a deadline. Accredited 
brokers say they agreed to abide by 
th? code up to Nov. 1 only. 

The conferees were also in agree- 
ment that there has been less gyp- 
ping under the code and fewer com- 
plaints from patrons within the past 
year. Recently, however there has 
been plenty of tickets for the new 
hits sold at high prices. League 
questioned a number of brokers last 
week over alleged violations. Some 
of the explanations were acceptable, 
but where agency people were de- 
tected breaching the rules no penal- 
ties were decided on. Minor infrac- 
tions were noticed at almost all 
agencies and there were cases where 

(Continued on page 46) 


FEMME LEAD HOLDS 
UP ‘WOMAN BROWN’ 


Inability cast a 


femme lead is holding up production 


to 


of ‘The Woman Brown,’ which Mar- 
gZaret Hewes is staging in collabora- 
tion with Bernard Klawans, of War- 
ner Bros. Film company, which is 
backing ihe play, understood to 
want a picture name in the part. 
Bette Davis is to handle it in the 
screen production. 

Remainder of the cast set, 
cluding Frederic Worlock in the top 
male role, Cecil Humphries, Harold 
De Becker, Dickie Van Patten, Daisy 
Belmore, Edward Stevens, John 
Clarke and Ralph Sumpter. Ray- 
mond Sovey is to do the sets. 

Dickie Van Patten ‘s the eight- 
year-old who played the same part 
at the ‘Brown’ tryout in Province- 
town during the past summer and 
was in ‘Borrowed Time’ on Broad- 
way. 


is 


1S 


Berlin Bids Mary Healy 


Irving Berlin registered a bid at 
20th-Fox for Mary Healy as femme 
lead in his forthcoming stage musi- 





PLAYWRIGHTS READYING 


{ 
| 
| 





Natural Gag 





‘No Code to Guide Her’ is a 
new comedy listed to open at 
the Playhouse, N. Y., Nov. 15, 
the date on which the ticket code 
is due to expire. With some 
question whether the ticket con- 
trol system is to be changed or 
extended, the coincidence of the 
dates and the play's title is the 
subject of some bantering in 
managerial circles. 

Understood that 10 small agen- 
cies, supposedly of the gyp type, 
have sprung up along Broadway 
during the last month, and are 
exacting excess prices for the- 
atre and football tickets. Stated 
that not all are newcomers, some 
having been dormant. 








Wins Inj. vs. 
Philly Mayor 
On ‘Mulatto 


Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 

Judge Curtis Bok, of the Common 
Pleas Court, Saturday (4) granted 
the Walnut Sireet theatre a prelim- 
inary injunction restraining Mayor 
George Connell from prohibiting the 
production of the play, ‘Mulatto,’ at 
the theatre. 

Mayor Connell banned the play in 
line with action taken against the 
production in fall of 1937 by the late 
Mayor S. Davis Wilson when it was 
skedded to open at the Locust Street 
theatre. <A final hearing on the in- 
junction proceedings will be held 
before Judge Bok on Thursday (9). 

Joseph E. Becker, operator of the 
theatre, told the court there is noth- 
ing immoral or otherwise objection- 
able in the play, but it only presents 
situations which are not infrequent 





and the play is educational, moral 
and true to life.’ 
Becker said the play contains 


nothing more objectionable than the 


thing 





film, ‘Imitation of Life’ which was 
shown here without objection by the 
censors. 


NEW ELMER RICE PLAY 


Byron Back to N. Y. 


Arthur Byron, president of Equity, 
is due back from the Coast this 
week. He has been under treat- 
ment out there for a cardiac ailment 
for the past six months. Feeling 
that no real improvement was being 
made, veteran player decided to re- 
turn to the metropolis and further 
medical treatment. 

It is doubtful if Byron will be able 
to participate in Equity affairs this 
season. Early in the fall, when it 
Was apparent that he would not be 
able to be on hand, Bert Lytell, first 
vV.pP., was named acting head of 
Equity. 


Edna Wallace Hopper 
Just Wants the World 
To Know What’s What 


Edna Wallace Hopper, who follow- 
ed a long legit career with a 12-year 
p. a. tour exhibiting herself as the 
perennialist perennial, may take to 
the boards again in the spring as 
Specimen A in the cause of re- 
juvenation. Despite science 
endless hours of toilette and cos- 
metics, at least partially responsible 
for pushing Miss Hopper off the 
stage in 1931 were wrinkles. So she’s 
preparing to undergo a new type of 
operation in about two weeks to 
remove them. 

When the prune-like appurten- 
ances are gone from her approxi- 
mately 70-year-old face and neck, 
Miss Hopper hopes producers and 
vaude bookers will again beat a path 
to her door. If not, she'll go on a 
lecture tour, probably to South 
America, and talk about her opera- 
tion. 

The operation itself will be some- 
in the nature of an initial 
comeback performance for the vet 
thesp. She has invited medicos from 
Yokohama to Rochester, Minn., to 
view the goings on under the scalpel 
of Dr. I. Daniel Shorell, plastic sur- 
geon. 











and | 





Ribber Ribbed 


Katharine Hepburn, who was 
recently ribbed by other mem- 
bers of the ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
cast, at the Shubert, N. Y., when 
they took turns wearing a red 
tie to break her up onstage, 
evened the score last week. 

She secretly substituted real 
brandy for the pseudo-cognac 
which Van Heflin tosses off in 
the third act. After unsuspect- 
ingly gulping down the half- 
tumblerful of McCoy liquor, 
Heflin virtually strangled. It was 
several minutes before he could 
speak naturally and he was 
scarlet-faced the rest of the per- 
formance. 

Now he always sniffs the glass 
she hands him. 


Legit Strong 
In Mpls. But 














Many have promised to be/j| 





Minneapolis, Nov. 7. 
Strange theatrical thing here 
| that the two legit roadshows to play 
|the town thus far this season have 
| pulled capacity houses at all per- 
|formances, while film houses are cry- 
| ing their heads off because of poor 
| biz. 
Of course, the attractions’ excep- 





at the ringside for the gala shindig, | tional boxoffice strength may mean 
said to be the next step after monkey | there is no significance to this de- 


glands, by which Miss Hopper’s skin 
will be slit back to the hairline, 
pulled as tight as the head on Gene 
Krupa’s snare, and 
back in place. 

Miss Hopper called a press con- 
ference on Saturday—at which the 
press showed a studied lack of in- 
terest—to warn the public about her 
operation. 
said, any false 


impression getting 


about that she is sick when her pub- | ; : ; é 
about that she .? | pering in comparison to the present 


lic hears she is in the hospital. 
She also revealed that she has 


embroidered | 


She wanted to avoid, she | 


velopment. Lunt and Fontanne and 
‘Tobacco Road’ are the offerings in 
| question, 


The fact remains, however, 
| Lunt and Fontanne, here last season 
jin ‘Amphytrion’ and ‘The Sea Gull,’ 
| instead of ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ did 
' poorly, while the last ‘Tobacco Road’ 
visit five years ago pulled far short 
of capacity. Yet, last year and five 
years ago the film houses were pros- 





| season. 


spent the years since 1933, when her | 


last radio program was heard, in 
studying the ‘Dow theory of market 
economics’ and knows ‘what 
makes the stock market go up and 
down’. ‘It’s just something to take 
my mind off myself’, Miss Hopper, 
who spends 90 minutes each morning 


now 


making up, explained. 


—_——— 


Elmer 


Robert E. Sherwood and 
i Rice go to Buffalo tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) to see ‘Key Largo,’ the new | 
Maxwell Anderson drama _ being 


| given a tryout tour. They'll both go 


satisfactory | 


|to Baltimore next week for the, 
opening of the other new Play- | 
wrights’ Co. production, late Sidney 
Howard's ‘Madame, Will You Walk?’ | 

Rice has about finished his un- 
titled new play with a New York 
locale and Jo Mielziner has already 
started readying the sets. It will 
follow ‘Largo’ and ‘Madame.’ The 
organization also has the Maxwell 
Anderson-Kurt Weill musical for 
Bill Robinson on the slate, as well as 
Sidney Howard's uncompleted ‘Ben 
Franklin’ dramatization, which 


: | 
in- | 


| comedy 


‘reports that he has written a play 


For ‘Louisiana Purchase’ | at the Henry Miller, N. Y. 





Sherwood will finish. 

S. N. Behrman is 
working on a new play, but Sher-! 
wood still hasn't gotten around to, 
writing his projected drawing room 
with a Democratic theme. 
Sherwood likewise denies persistent 


understood to be 


, 


for the Lunts, or has even outlined 
one, although he says he has had 
one in mind for a couple of years. 
It's never gotten beyond the discus- 
sion stage, he explains. 


——————$ 





Player Switches 


Robert Robsom is out of ‘Pastoral,’ 
His part 
was written out of the show. 
Donald Brian is withdrawing after 
this week from ‘Very Warm for 





| May.’ which is currently trying ot 


cal, ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ slated for | 


Broadway production early in 1940. 
Currently she is working in the 
Picture, ‘He Married His Wife.’ 


in Boston. he Jerome Kern-Oscar } 
Hammerstein 2d musical is getting 
a drastically revised book before its 


Broadway preem next week. 


| teeing salarie 


| Boston Opera House. 


| Geo ge 


“HOT MIKADO’ TOURING 


SANS SALARY BONDING 


‘Hot Mikado’ opened on tour Fri- 


day (3) without the management be- 
ing required to file a bond guaran- 


Michael Todd, how- 


ever, deposited somewhat more than 
$1,700 with Equity to ensure return , 
transportation in the event that the 
managemer doe not provide rail 
fares when tne ad ¢ es terminate 
As previou dicated, Equity de- 
cided that a_ lette: gnatured by | 
Todd, Bill Robinson and Marty 
Forkins anteeing salaries wa 
deemed to be fficient protection 
for the colored cast complement. All 
three are interested in the show. 
First date out for ‘Mikado’ was at 


the Bushnell Auditorium, Hartford 
Conn., where business was excellent 
and Robinson stopped the show. He 
was repeatedly called back and had 
to tell a number of interpolated 


stories before being permitted to go; 


off stage. Show is current at the 


Hay in Winter 


Baltimore, Nov. 7. 
Hilltop theatre, local pioneer | 
strawhat aggregation, will essay a} 


mid-winter season at the Auditorium 
with a production of ‘Three Live 
Ghosts’ Nov. 25. 

Under direction of Don Swann, 
Jr., and W. Ramont Hamel, cast will 
include Mary Jane Stockham, Jean 


| Price, Helen Mason, Clara Cedrone, 


Thad Sharetts, 
Homer Todd 


Alan Dale, Jr., 


Herrick and 


| 


| 


| Jack 


One explanation in local show cir- 
cles is that the class of clientele at- 
tracted by legit attractions isn’t so 
hard hit by the current depression 
here and is not weaned away from 
these infrequent theatre visits by 
conflicting radio and sporting oppo- 
sition. A more plausible low-down, 
however, may be the more reason- 
able scales for the shows, it’s pointed 
out. Whereas Lunt and Fontanne 
usually are scaled at $3.30 top here, 


they had a $2.75 top this time, while 
‘Tobacco Road’ was priced at $1.65 
instead of $2.75. The public here } 
becoming more price-minded all the 
time, the trade asserts. ‘ 


‘Nice Goin’ ’ Comes 
Back for Retakes; 
Haley Vice Wheeler 


‘Nice Goin’, which Vi bre 
back from Boston to N¢ York § 
day (5) for revision, is expected t 
relight in four week The new 

Sc isical h the 


Laurence Schwab 1 


book based on ‘Sailor Beware’, is 


penciled in at the Belasco, N. Y., the 
previously skedded berth at the 46th 
Street going to ‘Dubarry was 4a| 


Lady’, due in early next month. 

Although having a run of the play 
contract, Bert Wheeler has agreed 
to withdraw from the cast, with 
Haley mentioned to replace 
him. Latter was not under contract 
for the show early this week, how- 
ever. Under Equity rules, players 
with run of the play contracts must 
receive compensation if the show 
reopens in less than eight weeks. 
Equity is expected to make a con- 
cession for a lesser period of dark- 
ness, while Wheeler is said to have 
arranged for a settlement of any 
claims against the manager under 
his contract. 

When the show reopens, several 
new numbers will have been insert- 
ed in the score. 


Films N.S.6. 


is | 


that | 


4A’s Money Troubles Traceable 
To AFA, IATSE Probe and Battle: 
Only Equity Favors 


Added Levy 


of Equity’s assent last 
week to the extension of a per capita 
tax to be paid the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America for another 
| Six months, is the fact that the par- 
/ent actor-artist union has been oper- 
| ating considerably in the red. In an 
effort to reduce the deficit of the 
| Four A’s, a ball of unusual propor- 
| tions will be staged at the Waldorf- 
| Astoria in February. It will take the 
| place of Equity’s annual event, which 
was dropped several seasons ago. 
Present financial status of the Four 
| A’s is traceable principally to the 
| long investigation of the now de- 
| funct American Federation of Actors 
;and the preparations for a strike 
| when the impasse with the stage- 
| hands was on. Most of the Four A’s 
| affiliates were asked to contribute 
| four cents per month per member, 
| but Equity is the only one known to 
have favored the grant. 

The American Federation of Radio 
Artists refused point blank to pay 
| the levy, saying it owed too much to 
{other affiliates to assume further 
obligations at this time. Other af- 
| filiates were not so direct in re- 
| sponding to the call for aid, replies 
|mostly being that they would pay 
| the assessment if and when they are 





| 
| In back 





| able to raise the coin. 


Under its constitution, the Four 
A’s is paid $1 annually for each 
; member in the affiliates, the addi- 
| tional per capita levy being neces- 
sary for commitments made during 
the summer. Major expense of the 
|parent union is Frank Gillmore’s 
salary, which approximates $13,000 
per year. Office rent is around 
$2,000, but $900 cf that item is as- 
sumed by Paul Turner, counsel for 
| Four A’s, whose activities in behalf 
of the organization are paid for on a 
| contingent basis. 

When the strike loomed it was 
| freely conceded that if the battle 
| with the stagehands eventuated, it 
| would probably ‘break’ Equity, along 
with the other affiliates. The legit 
association has lent money to the 
newer unions in the actor-artist 
group and such advances are on the 
| books as accounts receivable, but 
| Equity is still in the best financial 
position among the affiliates. When 
the coin will be repaid is not defi- 
nite, for it is known that some of the 
other unions have an uphill fight to 
become thoroughly organized. That 
especially goes for the new vaude 
union, American Guild of Variety 
Artists, which replaced AFA. 

‘One Big Union’ Cold 

When reports emanating from the 
Coast recently indicated that Gill- 
more might retire on a pension in 
favor of Kenneth Thomson, those in 
the know explained that the Four 
A’s was not in financial condition to 
pay both. That idea was in further- 
ance of the ‘one big union’ plan, but 
the latter movement has since heen 
set back indefinitely and may never 


be attempted. 
Stated that the confusion over in- 
terchangeability of cards among 


of the 
up. 


member: 
clearing 
now 


Four A’s affiliates is 
The memberships are 
aware of the of half 
and initiation when changing 
from one jurisdiction to another. 
When that is done, the performer 
cure a withdrawal fron 


riginal union to he or 


process 
aues 


cf. 
the 
he 
not liable for dues 
iv to the jurisdiction 
vered by that union. 


PHIL BAKER MULLS 
NEW B’WAY COMEDY 


Phil Baker, who recently con- 
cluded a radio series for Dole pine- 
apple, is mulling a Broadway pro- 
ducion of an unrevealed comedy, 
with Nancy Carroll mentioned for 
the femme lead. He left yesterday 
| (Tuesday) for several weeks’ vaca- 
, tion at Miami and will decide on 
doing the show when he returns. 

Comedian wanted to appear on 
Broadway in ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ which 
he did on the road last season, but 
Robert E. Sherwood, the author, re- 
fused on the ground that the play 
is now outdated. Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne did it for the The- 
atre Guild in 1936 and Metro did a 
film version last spring. 

Baker has turned down several 
vaude offer 


card 
1 

whnicr 

nged and i 


ntil returnir 
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Sherwood Urges Authors Soread 
Doctrine of Intellectual Freedom 


‘Levitan-Lundy Team 


42 
Critic Turns Actor, Actor Turns Carrent Road Shows 


( iti nd ‘T h 4 B () Perks | *Ahbe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Ray- | 
i C a 0 acco }mond Massey )—Forrest, Philadel- | 
’ ’ ° | phia. | 

| ‘Blossom Time’ Playhouse, Holly- | 

| 


} wood. 


Blind Performers Deliver |_ Cotbourne- Jones 











. ‘epertory )— 
Minneapolis, Nov. 7. (repertory Plea for authors to spread the doc. 





+ 
| 
| 
| 


Prize theatrical publicity stunt Royal Alexandra, Toronto, : trine of intellectual freedom to 

: . / . M4 } «6 : ’ i . ; - . e | e0- 

here was conceived by George | 1-Acter, Musicale in St. L. — Song’—Biltmore, Los An For Legit Production ple who are hungry for it and a 
a Ng gael Henge st St. Louis, Nov. 7. | oe Was a Lady’ (Ethel| Herb Levitan, once with Para- may be stimulates to : ‘new faith in 
heeet tenet “ada - oa A musical program by ‘The Blind | yy.¢man. Bert | Lahr) — Shubert,| mount, and Ben Lundy, who spent | the brotherhood of life’ was made 
pi ; sot , a aiken "bi rae *| Talent Parade of 1939,’ plus a one-/ Woy, Haven (9-11). | some time as a Coast film agent, have | by Robert E. Sherwood in his report 
cveboibing Gunite to beet & and| ot Per: wins oF Love’ with ol | ‘Eva Le Gallienne (repertory)—| formed a legit management and pro- | 88 retiring president at the Drama- 
y & Pp ‘ | participants being blind, last week | Academy of Music, Roanoke, Va. | duction partnership in New York. tists Guild annual meeting Monday 


(6) at the Lincoln hotel, N. Y. 
‘We must seriously :onfront the 


occasionally enjoys dipping his hand | 


into his bag of publicity tricks and attracted an audience of more than’ (¢). Reynolds Auditorium, Winston-| They expect to produce at least one 





: , 700, many of whom also were blind, | Ss ek. . se . : | play on Broadway this s 

. tine 7 ; vi Salem (7); College Auditorium, | Play y s season. : 

rotate Rae page gg lun ' - oe — — - peor eam Greensboro, N. C. (8); Winthrop; Levitan is the son, by a prior mar- noah dl g Beg apne thought and 
Stunt. which resulted in a flock | ay sore Ph agg ne ms 8 Other | Collese,, Rock Hill, S. C. (9); Duke riage, of Mme. Francis, the modiste, paeoll Hh a re 4 - i rest of 

sf local newspaper stories and! : ree . were & +P Guineas. Gute | University, Durham, S. C. (10);) now the wife of Nate Spingold, v.p. | © + he said, ‘it vi become 

age : fh soloists were Eugenie Guiber, flute | tichschool Auditorium, Ashville, | of Columbia Pictures. sick and timorous and querulous 

lengthy wire yarns for ‘Tobacco player; Sol Morris, violinist and gui-) 1 °G@ (1). | and will die here, too. However,’ he 


declared, ‘there is a new and deci- 


(Ethel | F . 
sive force in the human race, more 


Road,’ had John Barton, the Jeeter, tar player in the seven-piece orch,|  ‘,.. ’ 
, , | : , ‘ Three Echoes 
Lester of the company at the Ly-| and Alfred Cochran, trumpeter. ee a ae 


‘SUMMER NIGHT’ ENDS 


| Barrymore )- 





strongly spoken.’ 


“7 . rael- ‘ri‘a ° | 
ceum here last week, wri-e 8! Entrances and exits were easily| ‘Golden Boy’ (Eric Linden)—Civic | powerful than all the tyrants. It ig 
scorching letter to Merle Potter, made, the players following the Center, Bartlesville, Okla. (6):5 60 0 IN | the force of massed thought—thought 
Times-Tribune critic, angrily calling | edges of canvas coverings on the | Shrine Auditorium, Oklahoma City | $ A 00 THE RED which has been provoked by words, 


the latter to account for his adverse! aynron that led directly to doors. 








EN PROTEST IA 


notice of Barton’s performance,’ part Slattery ¢ radi (7); Auditorium, Amarillo, Texas | ——— ; 

hich, % was eeleied eat, has been a ld announcer at radio, (g)- Highschool Auditorium, Lub- | Presentation of ‘Summer Nicht’ by | Sherwood, whose Pulitzer Prize- 

fulsomely praised elsewhcre. were sles hieane: | bock, Texas (9); Liberty Hall, El | Vicki Baum and Benjamin Glazer , weanee, ae Sense te Hines,’ ie 
} : regarded as a potent appeal for the 


Paso (10); Temple of Music, Tucson 
(11). 


‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans) Grand | @8Y 
flop. 


jat the St. James, N. Y., last Thurs- | eee de peti: 
(2) proved a test snd esetly | Democratic ideal, consented to the 


“ ; | early release of the fil ‘si 
Comedy drama which drew a| i . ne See werent 


In conclusion, Barton challenged 
Potter to play the role himself for 


| 
BO. M 





at least three minutes, demonstrat- | Opera H » Chicag i P ' 
, de pera House, Chicago. ae 7 ae ee | the play so its message could have 
ing how it should be depicted, and | ‘Hit and  Run’—Monmarte, Los|WC9* Press, was yanked Saturday | the wider coverage possible via the 
offered to exchange ‘jobs’ and ti s (7 | (4) and it is reported that the ven-| . i 

. = a : | Angeles (7-11). , } ture was $60,000 in the red. Loui | screen during the present world 
a review of the critic’s work. Of| | ‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)— |, pM oe a 0 oa le tee | CTisis. He was particularly per- 
course, as had been pre-arranged, | Boston Opera House, Boston. pagfoonny las Sa Dtoreeaeid cone dey neh suaded toward that view during his 
Potter accepted the defi. The| Bargaining committee of Broad- ‘I Married an Angel’ (Dennis | « medy-drama . = a p - Pan-American trip last winter. He 
Times-Tribune carried a story on) way treasurers and ticket sellers| King)—Davidson, Milwaukee (6-8);| peopel hetggrtssescry tar | added: 
its front prge. announcing that| “> ea a ; |Municipal Auditorium, St. Paul |*?™* of his own coin went into the| ", 
Potter would play the Jeeter role, | Union which is affiliated with the 10-11) . . show, but he stated that his legit In the first two months of the 

j a 4110-11). jactivities had backing from the | Second World War the great bulk of 


and inside another long yarn, con- | 
taining the Barton letter and critic’s 
reply. 

Adams got the idea for the stunt | 
efter reading Potter’s unfavorable 
criticism and hearing some squawks. | 
He broached it to Frank Mayer, | 
Lyceum press agent, after cooking up | 
all the details. At first, Irving| 
Becker, company manager, was loath | 
to play ball, fearing Potter would| 
ruin the performance and disliking | 
the idea of a ‘red-hot’ letier from the | 
actor to the critic. However, he 


was set. 
Barton—the first one wasn’t suffi- 
ciently abusive to suit Adams. 
Kirkland’s Meat 
James Kirkland, author and half- 


| managers 


finally saw the light and the stage | Projectionists, 


Mayer wrote the letter for | 


| obtained 
' was 


stagehands, again conferred with the | 
at 
York Theatres last week. Box- | 
office men were there to protest | 
against being included in an Inter- | 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees regulation that bars de- 
mands for a pay increase during 
the first year of the charter. | 

Committee stated that they had | 
been informed orally by the IA 
official that while that rule applics 
to stagehands and motion picture 
it did not extend to 
the treasurers who recently walked 
out of the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers Union and | 
an IA charter. While it) 
indicated that the managers | 
would not now object to a boost in| 


| 
| 


the League of New! Cleveland 


‘Key Largo’ (Paul Muni)—Hanna, 
(6-8); Erlanger, Buffalo 
(9-11). 


‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ Locust, | 


Philadelphia. 

‘Leave It to Me’ (Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton, Sophie Tucker)— 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel 
ers)—American, St. Louis. 
‘Mornings at Seven’ 
Boston. 
‘My 
more )- 


Wat- 
Plymouth, 


Dear Children’ (John Barry- 


Selwyn, Chicago. 


| 
No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine ‘the day prior to premiere from lead- 


ing film concerns, who were asked | 
possible picture | 
lrights, but none are known to have 
|okayed the 
| been raised, ‘Night’ would have been 


Cornell )—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Of Mice and Men’ (Guy Robert- 
son)—Erlanger, Philadelphia. 

‘On Borrowed Time’—English, In- 
dianapolis (6-7); Music Hall, Kansas 
City, Mo. (9-11). 


basis. 
icently sold an original story to Par 
land checks in payment to the author 
| were supposed to 
| by Gensler to pay off on production, 


| for 


| Coast, though not picture money. 


Rumor that Paramount was in on 
the financial end of ‘Night’, had no 
It appears that Glazer 


have been used 


Tre- | 





which accounted for the Par report. 
A well known cartoonist 
the possible backers. Most 


is one of | 
of the | 


the fighting has been with words. We 
confront the unprecedented situation 
of wholesale war with a minimum 
of warfare. How can anyone esti- 
mate the influence exerted on this 
situation by two books written by 
two obscure German soldiers? One 
book, ‘Mein Kampf,’ has put count- 
less millions of men under arms. 
The other book, ‘All Quiet on the 
Western Front,’ has done much to 


outlay went for settings designed by| restrain them from using those arms, 


| Robert Edmond Jones. 


There were attempts to raise coin 


an advance on 


idea. Had the money 


by showing them war's destructive 
insanity. 

‘Every soldier now knows the 
question that no general can answer 

‘What Price Glory?’ Every civilian, 
no matter how far from the front 
lines, now knows that his home is 
‘Heartbreak House.” There is a new 


wanting to 
while further 
necessary. 


'postponed, producer 
|make cast changes, 
|direction was deemed 


and decisive force in the human race, 
more powerful than all the tyrants 
It is the force of massed thought— 


salary, they said they would check | 
with IA on the claim that the b. o. | 


owner of ‘Tobacco Road,’ flew in 
from New York to ‘catch’ Potter and | 
he made a curtain speech before the | 


‘Outward Bound’ (Laurette Tay- 
Florence Reed) — National, 
1ington. 


; ¢ i lor, 
people are not included in the one- | Wasl 


start of the performance Thursday | year rule. | San Carlo Opera—Wilson, Detroit | ‘Night’ nad a number of former thought which has been provoked by 
(2) night, praising the critic for his} Boxoffice people are seeking a} (5-12). ee a ie it, | words, strongly spoken.’ 
courage. Kirkland has quite a rep boost from $75 to $90 for treasurers | ‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward authors, Manager anda severa ead- He urged members to contribute 


} Oo > i ad a ‘. ¢ ir »¢ . , 
ing people being the repatriates. ‘when and if they can’ to help meet 


the Guild's ‘acute’ financial problem 


as a critic-baiter. The theatre was|and a similar $15 increase for as-| Fyerett Horton)—Hartman, Colum- | 

















packed to capacity and several hun-!sistants, who are now getting $50. bus (6-8); English, Indianapolis 
dred were turned away. Many of! When the one-year union rule was | (9-11). SUMMER NIGHT and reported that the council had 
the local theatrical gentry and John| dug up by the managers, the b. o. ‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Alfred Opened at the St. James Nov recommended an increase in the 
Boles, opening a Minnesota theatre men were somewhat panicky, since | Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Metropoli- | ” 199 Sediediaaie Qo Vicki Guild’s levy on all film sales to 2%. 
engagement the next day, were On| they had walked out on TMAT on|tan, Seattle (6-8): Mayfair, Port-| eas” aiid : Ber th Rinses Latter point was not voted on at the 
hand, standing in the aisle to wit-|the belief they would more easily|jand, Ore. (9-11). ak canaiame 44 Santee 1 UE 
ness Potter’s debut as an actor. |get higher pay if having the back-| ‘Tobacco Koad’ (John Barton) ok the. et mnt Pier sett Considerable discussion took place 
Potter came through surprisingly ing of the stagehands. Grand, Wassau, Wis. (6); Myers, (Jeusnat) Se oasain’ 1 tnintomnal. at the meeting in regard to the mat- 
well for a novice who never had A number of ticket’: men who are| Janesville, Wis. (7); Paramount, ing and empty as a yawn.’ ter of experimental theatres, co- 
acted before. Early in the first act | in the new treasurers union are also; Aurora, Ill. (8); Kenosha, Kenosha, Brown (Post) said ‘its silliness operative productions, concessions 
Barton made an exit into his shack | TMAT members, which permits| Wis. (9); Parkway, Madison, Wis. is outdistanced by its dullness. for beginners’ groups and possible 
mot called for in the script and a|/them to hold company manager | (10-11). Varirry (Ibee) review in this ton | ways of aiding and encouraging un- 
moment later Jeeter reappeared in| jobs, but dues to both unions are| ‘Tobacco Road’ (Slim Timblin)— | sue . , | established playwrights. That por- 
the person of Potter in full make-up.| required. Starting with Nov. 1, the! Criterion, Bridgeton, N. J. (6-7);| me are Se ee tion of the meeting was carried on 
For three minutes the critic carried | initation fee to TMAT was raised| Orpheum, Reading, Pa. (8-9); Gar-| | mostly by the associate members 
on without blowing a single line. from $300 to $500. Anyone joining | rick, Norristewn, Pa. (10-11). ‘Ball R | present, although E!mer Rice, newly- 
Moreover, his voice carried into the} at this time must pay that sum, plus ‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chat- et usse, AGMA elected president, and Sherwood 
far recesses of the theatre and he! $19 for dues. | terton)—Cox, Cincinnati ° e also participated, usually by an- 
imitated the Barton southern draw! | | ‘Very Warm for May’—Colonial, | Discussing Contract | swering questions. No definite ac- 


fairly well. After the three minutes, | 
Potter exited and Barton resumed | 
the role. | with a 

Lengthy stories went out over the | Crowd’ 





tion was taken. 
| However, in one 
query, Sherwood that 
plans are under way for establish- 


response to 


winner, has returned from Mexico| ‘What a Life’ (Jackie Coogan)— 
revealed 


new comedy, ‘Found in a/ Strand, Oshkosh, Wis. (7); Orpheum,! Threat by the American Guild of | 
Leah Salisbury is handling |St. Paul (8-9); Alvin, Minneapolis | Musical Artists to picket the Metro- 


Janet Marshall, Golden fellowship | Boston. 





AP, UP, and INS wires. All three; it and John Golden has first laok | (10-11). |politan Opera House, New York, ing a bureau or committee at the | 
services also had carried advance | at it. ‘White Steed’—Frlanger, Chicago.| Monday (6) night unless the Ballet} Guild to read and offer criticism 
stories. The Morning Tribune on the en - . |Russe de Monte Carlo, performing | and suggestions as to scripts. The 


following day ran a lengthy review, | there, inked a union pact, resulted! retiring president explained that it | 


with a two-column head, by its in calling a confab for today (Wed-| had been the original plan of the 
ei ttn ae ry — »* } 1 a" : | : si : . 
critic, Earl N. Pomeroy, kidding |nesday) at which the Ballet is ex- Playwrights’ Co., of which he Is a 


Special Armenian Legit Co. Makes 


Potter, along with plenty of art. The pected to begin negotiations leading} member, to read scripts by outside 


ons cies be ae ee | to an AGMA termer. | authors, but the group's activities 
writers the John euhen, seuleu hnnitla UJ 8 Tour | | hf T Russe, booked by NBC, and the! had been so strenuous that this had | 
(written by press agent Mayer) oe * & a 8 0p Balinese Ballet, which came to this | not been carried out. He also said 
a recital almost . ‘salemn tone by | country { wo weeks ago and is booked that the Guild is continuing to get 
Potter describing his experience and i tac | by CBS, are the only important | tickets to Broadway shows for as- 

iis }§roups not operating under = an | piring playwrights and to have them 


sensations, } 
Jeeter Lester ‘Actor-Proof’ 


An Armenian language legit thea-; There are 25,000-odd Armenians in|! AGMA agreement. Terms to be de-| admitted to plays in rehearsal, but 


Potter anid he believes he il tre exists in the United States and | Greater New York and another | manded of the Russe execs today,|he added that the latter is fre- 
conclusively the contention that the | regularly presents stage perform- | ae ‘ae Ck oe . oo | rage Alaa gg he ee ee ee 
Jeeter role is actor-proof. Among, 4nces in a dozen cities. Perform- | son ye merica. Com- tg ts, are for 8 3465 a week ister ih nane 


b : pany presents translations of stand-| Minimum or $172 a month (approxi- 
ances are confined to Sunday nights, | ard non-royalty playwrights. Occa- |mately $40 a week) if a guarantee 
as the majority of Armenians are sionally a musical comedy is pre-|0f nine consecutive months of work 


other things he wrote: 
‘Now that it is all over, we've got 


Edgar (‘Ladder’) Davis’ 
‘Persecution’ Suit in Tex. 


to get together and see if we can| working people who get up early and} sented, in which case the chorus|is given. Rehearsal pay is $20 a 

find a moral in_ this thing—and | go to bed early. Admission scale| girls are recruited from the choirs| week. San A io, Nov. 7 

— Papago de Rea an actor's an | hever exceeds $1.50, and in some of|of Armenian churches. | Picketing of the Met would have The trial al a ia oe teteor Bowls 

awed ey ea as poled fa — communities, there are | When going west, the Sourabian | been serious for the Russe, as it is| of Luling, last week at Lockhart 

Gites ar ak ahaee > old hae Bos . , | company will spend six months al-| expected that neither musicians nor| (Texas) is the climax in the story 
: ying sa eading man, producer and di-/|ternating between Los Angeles and|stagehands, both highly organized,|of Davis against the common- 


cinch. - If you can’t remember your | rector of the plays is Setrak Soura- |Fresno. Other towns on the regular 
lines, just run in a few extra cuss | bian, who on Sunday (5) was tended | annual itinerary are Detroit, Chi-| 
words and no audience will know a jubilee celebration commemorating | cago, Philadelphia, Boston Worces- | 
the difference—or, if it does, it won’t} his 25th anniversary at the Heck- | ter, Providence and New Britain 


wealth of Massachusetts and six in- 
surance companies. Davis, once the 
angel of the Broady play ‘The 
Ladder,’ which played for free, claims 


would have crossed the line. 

Ted Carr, AGMA ballet organizer, 
has turned the steam on the Monte 
Carlo troupe recently as result of 


rau 
ay 








care.’ |scher theatre, New York. A com-| Conn. awk aint ‘ aaa , 

The Mayer-Barton letter invited | mittee headed by the Armenian| Sourabain, who was born in Tiflis borat! b  emees pe wan nae to Gattont oe ote 00. 
Potter to ‘come over into Wisconsin | bishop of the United States organ-| Caucasia, has been in the U. S. for p nalized Sennen Gane “y beta 000 tn ———eeeee | 

7 , , lig . ~ ° 2 | , . * -_ ( j , PCE Ss wer ° id 
pe sditoron aly pote yolk aw ee a — ~~ event. Sourabian and his | 16 years. He has made tours of ea ‘little fellows,’ while the big, The Lele as contends he : 
. are y » an sp me again. group ) actors, five men and three Armenian settlements in western | foreign groups, booked by the major | was a resident of Te as in 1926, the : 
t Sal otter has the makings of a} women, presented excerpts from his Europe and eventuality § will go to! broadcasting c ympanies were vetti ae | ss . r ; ; yr ‘ pe ‘a .< 
competent actor. repertory South America. off with saa eon Sea er me Ye gels <renig = a i aod 1s 
. > * ‘ bs Mi we axes to issacnuse ts. 
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‘Mamba’ Finale Nifty $15,000 in Chi, 
Children, Tonight 10156, Steed’ 106 





Chicago, Nov. 

Replacements yesterday (Monday) 
brought the Katharine Cornell show, 
‘No Time for Comedy,’ into the 
Harris, following ‘Tonight We Dance,’ 
and the Maurice Evans ‘Hamlet’ to 
the Grand to replace 
Daughters’. The Cornell show is 
for three weeks, while Evans is in 
for two-weeks. 

‘White Steed,’ winds up a three- 
weeker at the Erlanger on Saturday 
(11) and house will be occupied on 
the day following by Edward Everett 
Horton in the revival of ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’. 

At the fourth house in the Loop, 
John Barrymore keeps rolling along 
and indicates continuing into 1940 
with ‘My Dear Children. 

Following ‘Hamlet,’ the Grand will 
be dark until after Jan. 1, when 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ is 
due into the house with a second 
company. However, the Shubert 
office is busily negotiating for some 
show for the six-week period be- 
tween the Shakespeare show and the 
Kaufman-Hart comedy. 

Business generally remains at an 
encouraging pace. The four houses 
in town seemingly are not sufficient, 
with shows rushing into the Loop. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Mamba's Daughters,’ Grand (5th- 
final week) (1,300; $2.75). Colored 
show finished a walloping five-week 
run to $15,000. Went to St. Louis 
on additional gallop. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (25th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Rolls along to 
profits; again snagged happy $10,500 
last week. 

‘Tonight We Dance,’ Harris (4th- 
final week) (1,000; $2.75). Excellent 
four weeks finaled to neat $10,500. 

‘White Steed,’ Erlanger (2nd week) 
(1,400; $2.75). Final week of sub- 
scription period was another good 
money session at better than $10,000 
and indicates that it will do well on 
third and | final stanza on its own. 


‘HAMLET’ SPIFFY 206 
IN 6 DAYS, DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 7. 

Giving the Cass its second smash 
week in a row, Maurice Evans’ full- 
length ‘Hamlet’ garnered a spiffy 
$20,000 in six days last week. S.r.o. 
sign was hung out final two per- 
formances, 

Current at the Cass is Ethel 
Barrymore in ‘Farm of 3 Echoes,’ 
which opened last night (Monday). 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Hamlet,’ Cass (1,500; $2.75). Smash 
$20 G.. 

San Carlo Opera, Wilson (1,900; 
$1.65). Plaving a 15-day stand, 


company’s annual appearance here 


is getting a nice play. 


‘Henry’ Hefty $12, 000 


*Mamba’s ! 





In Pittsburgh Spurt: 


Pittsburgh. Nov. 7. 


After a slow start, ‘Springtime | 
for Henry,” starring Edward Everett | 
Hortor, spurted late last week to 


wind up with a first-rate $12,000 at 
the Nixon. 
Both Horton and the revival esiaiall 
splendid notices. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Nixon) | 
(2,100; $2. 75). Nifty $12,000. 


Lunts Neat $7,200 
In 3 Shows in K. C. | 


Kansas City, Nov. 7. 
In a two-day stand here last week, 


Alfred Lunt and Lynne Fontanne 
piled up nifty $7,200. 

Played Monday and Tuesday (30- 
31), with mat Tuesday, in ‘Taming | 
of the Shrew’ at $2.80 top, higher 
than usual toll kere. 


‘Mikado’ 9G, Hartford 


; Hartford, Nov. 7. 
Michael Todd’s ‘Hot Mikado,’ on 
the first leg of its tour, grossed a 


strong $9,000 in three performances 
at the Bushnell Memorial here Fri- 
day and Saturday (3-4). 

Saturday night’s $4.300 believed to 
be new house record for one per- 
formance, 


Future Plays 


‘Keep Off the Grass,’ said to be an 
intimate revue with book by Sid 
Silvers and lyrics by Al Dubin ana 
Jimmy McHugh, is being prepared 
by Harry Kaufman, who plans a 
Spring entry with Shubert backing. 

‘Accidents Don’t Happen,’ a Hun- 
Zarian comedy by Andrew P. Solt, 





will form the basis of the book of | 


B. G. DeSylva's untitled musical for 
next season. Producer will adapt it 
in association with Irving Berlin. 


| clicked for 


| 


| 


| 


{ 


| 





3 Philly Newcomers; 


‘Very Warm’ Fair 18,6 


} 





Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 

Three shows opened here last 
night (Monday), the first time this 
season there has been more than 
one opening on the same night. 

Incoming trio consisted of ‘Abe 
Lincoin in Illinois,’ at the Forrest; 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ at the Lo- 
cust, and ‘Of Mice and Men,’ at the 
Erlanger. Latter is open for first 
time this season. All three shows 
are in for two weeks. 

Last week's only offering, ‘Very 
Warm for May,’ didn’t hold up to 
the mark of its predecessor, ‘Leave 
It to Me,” generally good but all the 
crix stated the show needed plenty 
of fixing. Downstairs trade was 
spotty early in the week but the 
Navy-Penn game here Saturday (4) 
resulted in sellouts Friday and Sat- | 
urday. ' 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Very Warm for May,’ Forrest} 
(2,000; $3.42). One week only. Got 
$18,500, with Navy-Penn_ football 
game helping jam the Friday (3) 
and Saturday night (4) perform- 
ances. 


FOLIES HOTCHA 
$6,000 IN LA. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 7. 

Legit fare currently is on a high 
plane despite fact that two shows 
are repeats. ‘Desert Song’ is back 
at the Biltmore, currently in second 
week, and may stick a third. Pro- 
duction rates tops and customers are | 
getting their money’s worth. An- 
other repeat of an oldtimer is 
‘Blossom Time,’ at the Hollywood 
Playhouse, where it is presented by 
Federal Music Project. Engage- 
ment has been extended to Sunday 





! 
| 














(12), with ‘Chocolate Soldier’ re- 
placing Tuesday (14). 
Clifford C. Fischer’s new “down | 


of the ‘Folies Bergere,’ just down 
from a record-breaking run at the | 
San Francisco expo, is at the El Cap- | 
itan at $1.10 top, and doing nicely. 
Wilshire-Ebell relighted last night | 
(Monday) with Leon Lord’s produc- | 
tion of ‘North of Sunset.’ | 
Estimates for Last Week | 
‘Desert Song,’ Biltmore (lst week) | 
(1,656; $1.50). Perry Askam and/| 
most of original cast here for repeat 
run and chalked up neat $10,000. 
‘Folies Bergere,’ El Capitan, Holly- | 


wood (Ist week) (1,560; $1.10). Nu- 
dity runs rampant in this Fischer | 
production. Opening (1),revue on} 


first four days, two performances | 
nightly, and a Saturday matinee, | 
close to $6.000. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (2nd week) (1,130; $1.10) 
Drawing heavily and second week 
ground out close to $4,000. 


iby Sidney Howard, 


Shows In n Rehearsal BR way Up After Lagging: : Hellz’ 286, 


‘Swingin’ The Dream’—Erik Char- | 


ell and Jean Rodney. 

‘Of Day and Night’ (‘The Outward | 
| Room’)—Sidney Kingsley. 

‘When We Are Married’—Robert | 
| Henderson. 

‘Three After Three’—Shuberts. 

‘Madam Will You Walk’—Play- 
wrights. 

‘Ring Twe’'—George Abbott. 

‘No Code Te Guide Her’—Alfred | 
de Liagre. 

‘Tony Draws a Horse’—William A 
Brady. 

‘Aries Is 
Dolan. 


Rising’ — Irving 





LINCOLN’ NEAT 


226 THOUGH 
HUB SKIDS 


Boston, Nov. 7. 

‘Abe Lincoln’ led the town again, 
in its final frame, while business 
generally slid here last week. ‘Nice 
Goin’’ took second money but was 
withdrawn Saturday (4) after two- 
week tryout. Nunnally Johnson is 
reported slated for work on the book 
during the layoff. 

This week finds the Hub inv aded | 
by a premiere, ‘Mornings at Seven 
by Paul Osborne; ‘Hot Mikado,’ with 
a good advance sale, and ‘Very 
Warm for May,’ also with a good ad- 
vance. Helen Twelvetrees 


sonal Appearance,’ starring with the 
Copley theatre stock company. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Abe Lincoln in MWlinois,’ Opera 
House (2d-final week) (2,944; $3.30). 
Strong finish at $22,000. 


‘Nice Gein’, Shubert (2d-final 
week) (1,590; $3.30). Okay, but not 
socko, so taken off boards for re- 


vision. Finished at $16,000. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Wilbur 
(3d week) (1,227; $2.75). Bowed out 
at $7,500 for closing frame after 
three medium weeks. 

‘Outward Bound,’ 
week) (1,480; $2.75). 
scription list (Guild), 
ished off at $8,000. 


ITS ‘FATHER’S’ D. DAY IN 
BALTIMORE AT $11,800 


——_—___- 


Baltimore, Nov. 7. 

First lull in weeks on the legit 
front here, but double action slated 
for next week when George M. 
Cohan, in ‘Madam, Wil! You ‘Walk,’ 
will make its 
pre-Broadway effort under the aegis 
of the Playwrights Co. at Ford’s, and 


Plymouth (2d 
Aided by sub- 
this one fin- 


George Abbott’s ‘Ring Two,’ by 
Gladys Hurlbut, with Betty Field 
and June Walker heading the cast, 


gets under way at the Maryland 
Two openings last week both at- 

tracted good _ trade ‘Life With 

Father,’ made into a play by How- 


|ard Lindsay and Russel Crouse from 


NO NEUTRALITY ON ‘ME’ 
AS WASH. PAYS $26,000 


Washington, Nov. 7. 
‘Leave It to Me,’ first post- -Broad- 
way musical of season here, yo only 


got the usual hit trade, but capital- 
ized on the interest stirred up, and 
| then lost, week before by ‘Very Warm 
(for May.’ Sophie Tucker. Victor 
{Moore and William Gaxton did plenty 
| personaling around town to help b.o. 
Current is Laurette Taylor-Flor- 
ence Reed he: ading road company of 
‘Outward Bound,” in an American 
Theatre Society subscription show. 
Farin of 3 Echoes,’ Ethel Barry- 


|more’s new one 
jalso an 





| 


| Inc., 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i 


arrives Monday (13), 
ATS offering. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Leave It to Me,’ National (1,698; 
1$2.75 top). First hit musical of sea- 
son brought critical raves. Approxi- 
mately 7, 000. 


‘Angel’ 196, St. Louis 


“St. ‘Louis, Nov. 7. 

‘1 Married an Angel,’ first musical 
comedy of the legit season here, col- 
lected $19,000 for “eight performances 
at the American theatre in week’s 
stand ending Saturday (4) Fine 
weather, plus raves of crix and 
bolstering by St. Louis Playgoers, | 
contributed to fine biz. | 

Ethel Waters in ‘Mamba’s Daugh- | 
ters’ opened week's engagement last , 
night (Monday). 

Estimate for Last Week 

I saosin an Angel,’ American 
(1,707: $2.20). Eight performances 
| garnered $19,000, best of season here 
thus far 


| tour pacted by the Col 


Clarence Day’s book of the same 
title, drew critical raves and a 
mounting b.o. at the Maryland. The 
Group Theatre’s ‘Tower of Light,’ 
coming into New York as ‘Thunder 
Rock,’ written by Robert Ardney, 
with Luther Adler, Francis Farmer, 
Morris Carnovsky and Lee Cobb in 


the cast. was also well received, get- 
|ting some fair biz for its half week 
at Ford’s. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Thunder Rock,’ Ford's (1,900: 
$2.22). Attracted favorable pres: 
and fairish response for four show 
with $4,300. 

‘Life With Father” Maryland 
(1,520; $2.22) New comedy pre- 
sented by Oscar Serlin, with Howard 
Lindsay and Dorothy Stickney in 
leads, rated a sure hit by local crix 
Built to sellout at end of week to 
$11,800. 


Shaw’s ‘Geneva’ Big 


$13,580 in Toronto 


Toronto, Nov. 7. 


Doing smash biz last week at the 
Royal Alexandra here, ‘Geneva,’ 
George Bernard Shaw’s topical 


drama on the European situation, is 
being held over for five extra per- 
formances this week. Play did $13,- 
500 last week at $2.50 top. 


Warren Munsell, of the Theatre 
Guild. and Shubert reps, are ex- 
pected to catch tomorrow night's 


iWednesday) show in prospect for 
a Broadway presentation, but latter 
is believed impossible immediately 
because of 20-week Trans-Canadian 
bourne-Jones 
| British ‘Geneva’ 
in repeéi 


troupe presenting 


tory. 


also | 
opened last night (Monday) in ‘Per- | 


Loses Leadership to ‘Girls,’ $30,000; 


‘Dinner’ the Tops in Demand, $19,500 





| 
| 


Broadway eased off last week, some | drawn Saturday (4) after four per- 


| shows being dented $2,000 or more. 


|Rain the first two nights was a de-| 


|terrent and the closing of the World’s 


|sition in the final weeks, 
figured to have benefited. Cur- 
rently, the week started much bet- 


ter, and what with Election Day 
matinees, grosses should 
vorably. Saturday (11), 


|fall. Theatres were jammed 
Saturday night (4). 
Dame crowds were in town. 


leadership, as indicated, by topping 
$30,000, an exceptional gross for a 
musical without names. 
| pin’, long time leader, went off early | 
E- the week and got around $28,000; 





| (33d week ) 
react fa-|been topping all straight plays de- 
Armistice |spite long stay, and ticket sale ex- 
Day, looks like another show wind- | tends through December; $21,000. 

las’ | 


Army-Notre | week) 


‘Hellzapop- | 


'formances; panned by reviewers. 
‘The Little Foxes,’ National (39th 
week) (D-1,163; $3.30). Went eff 


and | Fair another, for influx to the expo- | from October pace, when attendance 
theatres | jumped, 


but is expected to last well 

| into new season; $13,000 estimated. 
‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 

(C-1,367; $3,30). Has 


‘Time of Your Life,’ Booth (3d 
(CD-704; $3.30). Word of 
;}mouth and additional press break 


‘ to th 'tabs this show as stayer: estimated 
Too Many Girls’ went into the list | | around $12,000; 


virtually 
with subscription help. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (309th 
week) (D-1,107 $1.65). Intention is 
| to keep run leader into winter as aid 


capacity 


‘Streets of Paris’ was credited with | |to its road showings; somewhat over 


| $25, 000, with ‘Yokel Boy’ 
000: ‘Scandals’ dropped, but 
| pick up in new location, 

| Hollywood, having moved from the 
| Alvin. 


‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ is 
\the strongest in ticket demand among 
the straight plays, with takings of 
| $19,500, but ‘Philadelphia Story’ still 
{holds the gross leadership by virtue 
of a larger capacity house. Latter 
‘around $21,000, a slight decline over 
| the previous week, while ‘Ladies and 
|Gentlemen’ was not far behind, and 
| ‘Skylark’ held to capacity. 

Among the newest incomers, ‘Mar- 
gin for Error,’ at the Plymouth, is 
rated having a good chance. Late 
week start drew mixed notices, with 
agencies reporting a definite cal) for 
,the new melodrama. ‘Summer Night’ 
drew thumbs down all 
critical line, and was yanked from 
the St. James Saturday after four 
performances. ‘Pastoral,’ at the Mill- 


about $23.,- 


should | k 
Warners’ | Week) 


| $4,000 to profit by few hundred. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (3d 
(M-1,468; $4.40). Topped 
30,000 and went into list leadership; 


| not capacity but exceptional coin for 





along the | 


er, got a weak press, but is still pres- | 


ent. ‘Time of Your Life,’ 
best of the other 
| rivals. 


Booth, is 


centers on ‘Life With Father,’ open- 
ing tonight (Wednesday) at the Em- 


pire. It was rated a good thing out 
jof town. Next week's ——— 
i‘Very Warm for May.’ Alvin; 


|'Code to Guide Her,’ 
‘Thunder Rock’ 
| Mansfield. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
| (56th week) (D-1,434 $1.10). 
off with the field 
takings about $7,500; 
profit at this level. 
| ‘Hellzapoppin’,”, Winter Garden 
| (60th week) (R-1,671 $3.30). Af- 
ifected by weather early last week 
for first time in over a year; around 
$28,000, which is still great gross. 


Playhouse, aa 


makes 


» F adies and Gentlemen,’ Beck (4th | | $2.7 


week) (C-1,214; $3.30). Somewhat | 
off early part last week but draw of 
star (Helen Hayes 


one on well into the winter; quoted 
at $21,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire | 
week) (C-1,096; $3.30). Presents ai by 
Oscar Serlin; adapted from book of 


Clarence Day by 
and Russel Crouse: highly rated out 
of town: opens tonight (Wednesday). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (4th week) (C-1,012: $3.30). 
Sock comedy of new season thus far; 
drawing standees all performance 
and high prices from spees; over 
$19.500. 

‘Margin for Error,’ (2d 


Piyvmouth 


week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Opened late 
last week; drew mixed notices but 
appears to have good chance; better 
line this week. 

‘Pastoral,’ Miller (2d week) (C- 
944: $3.30). Drew adverse press hut 
business claimed to have been fait 
after midweek start; better line thi 
week, 

‘Sea Dogs,’ Elliot (1st week) (D- 
929: $3.30). Presented by Clarence 
Taylor: written by Wilson Starbuck: 
all-male cast show opened Monday 
light (6); panned. 

‘Scandals,’ Hollywood (11th week) 
(R-1.547: $3.30). Moved here from 
the Alvin Monday (6), with scale cut 
ifrom $4.40 top; has been easing off 
but is figured to stick: $17,000 esti- 
mated. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore (7th 
week) (C-991; $3.30). Getting mod- 


erate business but laugh 
ing some profit right along: 
around $7.500, which is under 
vious pace, 


961: $3.30). Drawing capacity 
performances and figures to 
through season; takings 
over $18,000. 

‘Straw Hat Revue,’ 
(7th week) (R-1,156: 
erately gaited intimate revue from 
sticks: vaudeville turns added to 
strengthen show; $11.000. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (21st 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Still getting 


all 
stick 


Amt 
$3.30). 


assador 


excellent coin though affected like 
most others last week; around 
$25,000. 

‘Summer Night,’ St. James. With- 


| 


) should keep this | 


Howard Lindsay | 


| 


show turn- | 
quoted | 
pre- | 


more recent ar- | 


Interest in this week’s premieres | 


|this type of musical. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (19th week) 
(R-1,107; $3.30). Dipped like most 
other shows, but is good money 
maker and expected to stick well 
into season; $23,000. 

ADDED 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (101st 
week) (R-961; $1 65). Labor unien- 
ists’ intimate revue continues to 
make coin; has been climbing and 
last week’s takings quoted over 
$7,000; not much under capacity. 


MUNI- LARGO 
19G IN SPLIT WK. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 7. 
‘Key Largo,’ with Paul Muni, got 
the gravy here last week, while 
Ethel Barrymore, in ‘Farm of 3 
| Echoes’ had to take what was left. 
rt Both plays got good = splitting 











(Tower of Light’), he week at the English 


House is booked five nights this 
week, with ‘On Borrowed Time’ and 


| ‘Springtime for Henry’ splitting. 


Adelphi | 

Eased | 
last week, with! 
some | 


| day 


‘Skylark,’ Morosco (4th week) (C- | 
| Russel Crouse, Owen Davis, 


quoted well | 


Mod- | 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Key Largo,’ English (1,500; $3.30). 
Muni in cast and world premiere of 
Maxwell Anderson’s play sent box- 
| office figures to nifty $9,800 for first 
three nights of week with Wednes- 
(1) matinee. Finishing rest of 
week in Columbus, ‘Largo’ got $9,200 
there. 
‘sien of 3 Echoes,’ English (1,500; 
Ethel Barrymore has lon 
jaan a fave here, but sugar bow 
was drained by ‘Largo’ to leave only 
$5,000 for last three nights and Sat- 
urday matinee (4). 


: ‘ROAD’ SMASH $16, 300 
IN RETURN TO MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 7 

Playing its second Minneapolis en- 
gagement, “Tobacco Road’ grossed a 
smash $16,300 for 10 performances, 
attracting virtual capacity through- 
out the week, with hundreds turned 
away the last three days. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Lyceum (2,200; 
$1.65). Seven nights, two matinees 
and an extra midnight performance 





Saturday (4) drew smash $16,300. 
Though a big house, on the final 
three days it turned away hundreds, 


Rice Heads Dramatists: 
Kaufman in V.-P. Post 


Officers of the Dramatists’ Guild, 
elected at the annual meeting Mon- 
day (6) at the Lincoln hotel, N. Y., 


are Elmer Rice, president; George S. 
Kaufman, v.p.; Edward Childs Car- 
penter, chairman of the board, and 
Richard Rodgers, secretary. They 
will serve two years. 

Members elected to the council 
are George Abboit, Robert Ardrey, 
Clifford 
Goldsmith, Lillian Hellman, Sidney 
Kingsley, Arthur Kober, George 
Middleton, Robert Sherwood, Max- 
well Anderson and Leopold Atlas. 
Guild representatives to the Authors’ 


League council are Gene Buck, 
|'Mare Connelly, Russel Crouse, 
Philip Dunning, Moss Hart, John 


Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz, Ken- 


yon Nicholson, Arthur’ Richman, 
Arthur Schwartz, A, E Thomas and 
Stanley Young. 
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Plays on Broadway 





MARGIN FOR ERROR © 


“irama in two acts by Clare 


Pre sented by 





Boothe Richard Aldrich and 
Richard Myers «Myald Productions, Ine.) 
at the Piymouth theatre, N. Y opening 
Nov 31, 1939 Directed by Otto L > 
minge Setting by Donald Oenslager 

top 

Be, JOUHnINGE. ..cecvaceees Bert Lytel 
Finkeists . verre ty 7a ° Sam Levene 
Baron Max cooccceeee ramwell Fietcher 
Teel TOUMCT. cccccessase Otto 1. Preminger 
Mrs Baumer...coccscccccesss+eKispeth Eric 
Otto Horst....... evesecetteoc Philip Cooliige 
sas ta vtcubeadsensoanee Evelyn Wahle 
eh. DOP ssc cues eee e kone Teil Erickson 
Capt. Mulrooney........ Edward MeNamara 


Clare Boothe, the one-time maga- 
zine editor who authored” two 
smash Broadway hits in a row with 
‘The Women’ and ‘Kiss the Boys 
Good-Bye,’ falls short of this bulls- 
eye in her third script, ‘Margin for 
Error,’ but still provides therein an 
evenine’s entertainment that may be 
able to linger for a moderate engage- | 
ment. Thanks largely to her crack- | 
ling flippancies, certain awkward- 
nesses in the plotting are protected | 
from what would ordinarily be dire 
consequences. The play as finally 
presented at the Plymouth after sev- 
eral weeks out of town and one 
postponement bore visible scars of 
the doctoring, yet surprisingly 
proved full of vitality. 

There are two acts only. Each is 
quite different in tempo and con- 
tent. In the first act life in the Nazi 
consulate at New York is painted 
luridly. The consul is a monocle-| 
wearing soandso who has stolen Nazi | 
funds, bled the wronged relatives of 
Nazi concentration camp victims and 
otherwise behaved in a thoroughly 
unpleasant manner. His young wife, 
a Czech, loathes him, as does every- 
body in the play. She loves and has 
been slipping inside tips on Nazi| 
hapvenin;zs to a columnist for a New | 
York newspaver. The big novelty, | 
however, is that the policeman as- 
signed by Mayor LaGuardia to stand | 
watch over the German consulate is 
Officer Moe Finkelstein. 

The first act curtain ends with the 
death of the consul in a curtained 
alcove while the rest of the players 
are downstage listening to Hitler on 
the radio. The second act is en- 
tirely devoted to Finkelstein, the 
Jewish cop, trying to get at the facts 
in a reenactment-of-the-crime routine 
made amusing by the fat lines as- 
signed to Sam Levene and delivered 
by him with socko diction and tim- 
ing. The second act saves the show. 
It is taut, fast and straight-line nar- 
rative, flavored with’ snappy dialog. | 

It is in the first act that most of 
the plot's maladroit moments occur. 
The actual murder scene is some-| 
what confused, but that is a delib- 
erate necessity as it turns out in the 
further action, Main criticism would 
single out one character and some of 
the lines still in the script opening 
night. The latter were seemingly 
part of the author’s personal credo, 
and so little related to scene or char- 
acter that they gave off a hollowly 
artificial ring. To cite one example 
Miss Booth throws a wholly gratu- 
itous politician-like bouquet to the 
American press as zealous in the de- 
fense of democracy, truth and so on 
This line, and some others, sound 
like an educational radio program 




















Coming 


THEATRE 
ARTS 


For December 


Only class magazine in the thea- 
tre field covering stage, screen, 
music, dance and radio drama. 


ARTICLES—NEWS 
REVIEWS—PICTURES 


35¢ 


$3.50 a year (12 issues) 


Sample Copy on Request 


Theatre Arts, 40 E. 49 St., N.Y.C 


At all news- 
stands ... 
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LOU CLAYTON 








| mit any he’d missed to prevent dis- 


The play suffered because of the 
‘message.’ 

The script has been admirably 
buoyed up by a well-blended cast of 
whom Bert Lytell and Bramwell 
Fletcher are the best known. For 
Lytell, who has been on the radio of 
late, it is not only his Broadway re- 
turn but his first character role. In 
place of the smartly-tailored ro- 
mantic leads of the past, Lytell plays 
an elderly doctor who is one of those | 
exploited by the Nazi consul and ac- |} 
cused of his murder. In powdered | 
hair, spectacles and baggy pants, 
Lytell the actor completely sub- 
merges Lytell the matinee idol. It} 
was a successful transition. By vir-| 
tue of the attention this opportunity | 
will probably attract to him, Lytell | 


} 
| 
| 
| 


hes presumably opened up a new 
line of stage and screen roles. Like 


most performers nowadays he has| 
been trving to shed the ‘type’ tag 
pinned on him. 

It falls to Bramwell Fletcher, as 
the titled secretary of the unscrupu- 
lous consul, to say, by implication, a 
good word or two for the better ele- 





ments of Germany, the sincerely 
patriotic. the proud rebels against 
Verseilles. Fletcher was a_ good 


choice. as his blond looks gave op-| | 


tical illusion, while his experienced | 
reading gave professional stamina to | 
the role. 

The consul was enriched with a} 
convincing strain of sadism as dou- 
bled by director Otto L. Preminger, 
himself a refugee. A man who had 
committed most of the crimes in the 
police book and prepared to com- 


closure, and the role was dramatic- 
ally provocative. Preminger made 
him a plausible villain. 

Undoubtedly the greatest single 
weakness of the vlav is the hodge- 
podge characterization handed to 
Philip Coolidge. A mixture of fool, 
pervert and vaudeville caricature. the 
uniform-wearing American fuehrer 
lacks the thick-necked. half-sincere. 
half-unconscionable bigotry that 





| the 


| the advances of Melvin Lockhart, a 
film juvenile who promises to 
her in pictures. Latter was a Bas- 
station attendant when ‘discovered 
by Marion Bingham, wife of a 
| broker who has gone bankrupt, and 
they are having an affair. Ginger, 
too, is sought by Jake, a former ad- 
mirer just out of the pen 
' One of the standout scenes 1S 
aboard the Paradise, a gambling ship 
supposed to anchored off Santa 


be 


Monica. where the melodrama of the | 
a scuffle on | 


play develops. There Is |! 
deck during which I.ockhart is shot 
with his own gun by Jake. One of 
incredible things is having 


wounded. 

Settings are extraordinary and the 
cast good. These factors are better 
than the play itself. Framework of 
the entrance to ‘Pacific Park,’ which 
is ablaze with lights, remains stand- 
ing throughout. The pier scene 1s 
well simulated, and the game room, 
with its ornate bar, is scenically ex- 
cellent. Staging of the marathon 
dance is a good point in Lee Stras- 
bere’s direction, and the types of 
hoofers are believable. A clock de- 
vice that was supposed to tab the 
rounds of ‘sprints’ didn’t function at 


ithe premiere. 


Susan Fox, new to Broadway, 
turns in a fine performance as Gin- 
(Continued on page 45) 


Piay Abroad 


The Little Dog Laughed 


London, Oct. 16. 

Revue in two parts, devised and pro- 
duced by George Black, assisted by Robert 
Nesbit; book by George Black, Peter Tith- 
eradge and Gale Vedrick; settings and cos- 
tumes, Joseph Carl, Alec Shanks, Count 
Viberacker, Ernst Stern, Lavignaec and 
Max Weldy; songs, Michael Carr, Jimmy 
Kennedy and Noel Gay, with specially im- 
ported number from Aimerica by Harold 
Rome; stars Nervo and Knox, Flanagan 
aad Allen, Naughton and Gold, Willie West 
and McGinty; features Condos Bros., Jimmy 
Hadreas, Kidna Squire Brewn and the Six 
Fredianis; at the Palladium, London, 


Show had 











its usual tryout at 


get | 
ad oa! 


the | 
actor sign autographs when mortally | 


| Paul 
Wiman; 





| 


Plays Out of Town 


‘MORNINGS AT SEVEN | the. partial uplifting of the befud. 


| dled Carl by the vrofessor and the 
Boston, Nov. 6. | revamping of household relations of 

Comedy fn three acts (three scenes) by | the professor and his wife set things 
Osborn; presented by Dwight Deere right in the end. Enthusiasts for this 
meee te aa ne 0 eee a |kind of searching character analysis, 
pe ‘ . 83 So? which just skirts tragedy, might cal] 


tings, Jo 


atre, Boston; opening Novy B, 6° SD; 

ton. it a ‘Tobacco Road’ of Main street 
Theodore Swanson Thomas Chalmers John Alexander's oafish Homer 
Aaeetatt . Gibbs (i ° ie ee ° tifties Espo and Enid Markey'’s stupid, petty- 
SOE TS eR RS kata McComb | talking Myrtle are outstanding along 
a re raaee Russell Collins | with Jo Mielziner’s perfect single set 
Homer Bolton. ..c.cccces Jolin Alexander | of the two houses and backyards, 


Myrtle Brown. Enid Markey 


Effie Shannon, as the professor's 


Esther Crampton.... .. Effie Shannon . b 
David Crampton.... Herbert Yost | Wife, does much to lift some of the 
EIS slower scenes and Russell Collings 
Paul Osborn takes apart a small | delivers a startlingly real characteri- 


group of smalltowners in ‘Mornings | zation of the kindly, but discouraged 


at Seven’ and shows what makes;Carl. Lillian Foster has the juicy 
them tick. It is such a major op-| old-maid role, but frequently over- 
eration and the dialog so realistic | acts. Fox. 


suspects Osborn has been 
around some village with 
his ears cocked and pencil busy. 
Whether this will be more than a 
moderate success depends upon the 


that one 
lounging 


THUNDER ROCK 


Baltimore, Nov. 2. 


Drama in three acts by Robert 


i 5 rs Ardres; 
cutting | and speed-up of the first presented by the Group Theatre; staged by 
and third acts. Much of the diffi- Ella Kazan; setting, Mordecai Gorelik: at 
culty lies in the lazy pace in spots. | Ford's, Baltimore, opening Noy. 2, '39 
This is understandable since Joshua | Streeter................- Myron) MeCormtelk 
Logan had to quit directing because | Nonny..... mecesesesee .++Harry Bratsburg 
of illness and producer Dwight oe rte GRRE. sc ccccnsas momen Bobs en 

. . . { MEO. cceetcce eeeeees ---teuther ; er 

Deere Wiman had to pinch-hit until Captain Joshua..... eeee- Morris Carnovsky 
Logan’s return today (6). However, | Briggs...... ere 5 PRES Pe Art Smith 
it should stack up as a tempting or, aeeran Kurtz... eeeeeesssLe? J. Cobb 
Broadway dish when and if difficul- | Woy she eta wha, Nigh peeved 
ties are erased. Anne Marie....ccccccccccceses Mary Fowler 
irs ; °O Ss rO neighbor- CRORE. ccces cocccccccccccccoes Sigurd Chen 
First act introduces two neighb Cassidy ....cceceeee deena veseeFPhil Brown 


ing families and their problems. In 
one house is Carl Bolton, who feels 
thwarted by life and has fits of mel- 
ancholia. His wife still has her 40- 
year-old son, Homer, on her apron 
strings. Next door are the Swan- 
sons and an old-maid sister of Mrs. 
Swanson, who has been boarding 
with them for 45 years. These wom- 
en are sisters to Mrs. Bolton and 
Esther Crampton, w‘fe of a crusty 
college professor. 

Most of the comedy comes out of 
the awkward courtship of Homer 
and Myrtle, who have been sweeties 


Decision of the Group Theatre to 
essay an out-of-town:tryout for the 
first time was a wise move. Pre- 
sented here as ‘Tower of Light.’ but 
destined to be titled ‘Thunder Rock’ 
in New York, this new play by 
Robert Ardrey needs considerable 
smoothing and adroit trimming to 
accomplish the full possibilities evi- 
dent in its content. It is a well con- 
ceived drama replete with excellent 
writing, and as presented by a top- 
| notch cast, should attract consider- 
able interest on Broadway with 





would make such a bund leader seem | Brighton, for two weeks, but stayed 
life-like. Otto B. Horst is such a|lonly one, due to war intervention. 
complete ass as authoress Boothe|Now, after delay of more than a 
has over-drawn him that plausibility | month, it makes its appearance at 
is lost. Under such impossible han- jthe Palladium. Two American im- 
dicap it would be unfair to blame|portations, meanwhile, have depart- 
any actor for not making the role|ed for home. They are the Gertrude 


click. {Hoffman Girls and Barr and Estes. 

Elsneth Eric and Leif Erickson|Latter seem to be unfortunate, as 
are okav in the we-love-each-other |they were scheduled in the last Pal- 
resvonsibility. The newspaperman|jadium ‘crazy’ gang show, and 
being one of the suspects was sO} couldn't make it due to femme part 


busy answering the cop’s questions | of combo having encountered appen- 


for 12 years. Although their relations 
have been unplatonic, Myrtle can’t 
untie the apron strings until 
plays her ace  card—-impending 
motherhood. While good for a laugh, 
the author pretty well milks the sit- 
uation in the last act. Aaronetta, 
the old maid, had had an affair with 
one of her sister’s husbands some- 
time around the turn of the cen- 
tury, but the wife and neigl‘»ors sus- 
pect there had been recurrences. To 
get rid of Aaronetta, Mrs. Swanson 
plans to lease the love-nest built by 


she | 


sharpening in the talky first act and 
the hokey finish. 

Seeking a solution for the troubles 
| besetting present-day civilization, 
Ardrey plants his central character, 
|David Charleston, as a_ lighthouse 


|keeper on a tiny island in Lake 
|Michigan. A disillusioned and cyn- 
lical newspaperman, Charleston has 


|}lost faith in mankind and its future 
jand has taken refuge in his lonely 
|post as an escape from the world 
|which in his opinion is bent on de- 


4 ; “ea 
maid and had one amusing romantic | 


scene with the Jewish patrolman. | 
The tag-line of the vlav is smashed | 
across by Edward McNamara. who | 
has three lines in all. It makes for a| 


The setting is handsome. Land. 


virile curtain. | 
i 
| 


SUMMER NIGHT 
Comedv-dra rl in two acts by 
u and Benjamin Glazer; 
Lewis E. Gensler; staged by 


bert Edmond 
» opening Nov. 2, 


Vicki 

presented by 
Lee Strasberg: 
At the St. 


3Y; 


Jones. 


Reporter 5 acbecsoe ceeerue 
ot eeccccccecs -IdNey 

HIT]. scvsesscvcaceuces W ilna 

ermar 


Blaine 
r Stone 
Hervey 
Ergotti 
; ..Wesley Addy 
o cecvesces Howard Da Silv: 
Leonard Bremen 
Lionel Stander 
errr rrr ert te Gage Clarke 
TIreTTe rr ee Helen Flint 
TreTT TTT Louis Calhern 
. Violet 
; ‘ Tore Ter rer ry: i Mt 
Picket eeee .-...--Harold Bolton 
Second Picket.....ceee- Charles Furcolowe 

Josephine Victor 
.Susan Fox 








.ewis Charles 
.Peter Cusanelli 
revere Tee TT eT Lyle Bettger 
Guy Standing 

und Dorsey 
Claney Cooper 
Roberts 
Rhodes 


Kraber 


Policeman ...e. Rohert 
Dete e ‘ oceene ROR 

Perhans too much was exvnected of 
the authors of ‘Summer Night,’ for 
there is little doubt that most first- 
nighters were disappointed. It was 
questionable whether subsequent 
would react differently, 
and as the play apvears to be rather 
expensivelv geared, its chances are 
not so good. 

A nearly all-Hollywood setup of 
repatriates is concerned in the nlay- 
wrighting and management, while a 
number of plavers familiar to Coast 
studios are in the cast. Vicki Baum. 
best known for her ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
and Berfiamin Glazer, long a picture 
producer, but vreviouslv a dramatist 
yf note, wrote ‘Night. Lewis E. 
Gensler, the producer, also snent a 
number of vears vroducine films. too. 
and was formerly a Broadway show- 
man. F 

Locale is an amusement park situ- 
ated somewhere near the Coast’s film 
center. There is an assortment of 
characters. some for atmosvhere. the 
vrincipal leads being narticipants in 


audiences 











a dance marathon which has been 
soine on for 34 days. Ginger, a 
nretty blonde. and her bov friend. 
Pat. are hoefing in the hope that 
thev will cop the prize coin and then 
wed. 

Boy falls from exhaustion. and be- 
Ing penniless, he urges her to accept 


| minutes 


| part 
‘into 


$3.30 | 


Heming | 


Crawford | 


| he never tried to call his city editor | dix trouble in America just when 
- report a homicide. Which may not lthey were due to sail. 
ye imvortant. | Th i 
“ 1e «deletion of the Hoffmans 
Evelyn Wahle plaved a German 


Gals consumed 25 
in four offerings, and also 
upped budget by $1,750. As is, the 
Hoffmans have cost management 
nearly $15,000 in transportation and 
salary settlement. 

Opening scene, Happy Landing, ob- 
viously built as flash for arrival of 
17 Hoffman beauts, with glimpse of 
of Yankee Clipper, is turne 
comedy climax by arrival of 
Teddy Knox, as pilot, from Germany. 
This is first time Clipper ever got to 
Germany. But nobody seems to care. 

Condos Bros., spotted early, 
‘em with plenty of hoofology, with 
challenge | near show-stopper. 


speeds the show. 


pony 


Dit a 


It’s six years since the boys have| 


been here. ‘My Valentine,’ scene of 
|mid-Victorian caliber, is used to in- 
troduce Edna Squire Brown, doing 
|pigeon number a la Rosita Royce, 
ionly difference being that former has 
more covering and less pigeons. 
‘Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones,’ 
year’s click number from Broadway’s 
i‘Sing Out the News.’ is served in 
|mild Porgy style. Plenty of action, 
|with Bud Flanagan as the mammy in 
semi-comedy vein. Outstanding is 
|}Ernst Stern’s Aldersot Tattoo scene, 
|a combo of black lighting-phosphor- 
escent effect. covering the entire au- 
ditorium, culminating with airplane 
buzzing and shower of leaflets. 


| 


my Nervo as the Black Shadow and 
Teddy Knox as 
|} ing femme 
possibilities, 
|show caught. 

| Semi-ballet in 
Naughton indulges in some 
antics is basis for Jimmy Hadreas, in 
|series of taps, interspersed with some 
|fast Russian steps. 

Outstanding is simple scene, with 
| Flanagan garbed in rural attire. sing- 
}ing ‘Run, Rabbit, Run.” by Noel Gay. 
| While number isn’t likely to dupli- 
cate success of author’s ‘Lambeth 
Walk.’ it is already being hummed 
around town. On opening night 
| Flanagan persuaded Bea Lillie and 
| Ivor Novello, in the audience, to face 
|ehe footlights and join him in the 
| 


attire, | 


but 


Lreat 
seemed to 


1as 


topical 
miss at 
which 


Charlie 


chorus, a sterling bit -of showman- 
shin. 

Willie West and McGintv follow 
everything on the menu, and it’s just 
as well. for few things could follow 
‘em. It’s 17 years since team nlayed 
around here, first as Wild, Willie and 


|West. and then as Wild, West and 
| McGinty. 

| Show cost $70,000 to produce, 
| which is biggest investment for the 
Palladium with exception of ‘Life 
Begins at Oxford Circus’ a coupla 


} seasons 
Black 


then 


ago Latter 
will get h 


mone 


some. 


Reg. 





sock | 


last | 


} “That Man Again,” obviously aimed | 
at European dictatorship. with Jim- | 


Prince Rudy, adopt- | 


funny | 


touched $85.000.| Pastoral,” which opened at the Miller, N.Y., last week. 
back. and | later read: ‘All right boys, you've had your fun—no hard feelings.’ 


| stroying itself. 


Bolton for his son so she can spend 
her last years alone with her hus- Streeter, his erstwhile pal, who 





band. visits him once a month, is equally 

Aaronetta’s clarification of her soured, but does not agree with the 
meager love life and her switch of ivory-tower theory of a way out 
abode to the Bolton’s home: the Action is his antidote, and he’s off to 
legal mating of Homer and Myrtle, | (Continued on page 45) 

* 4 
nside Stuli— eoit 

ewspaper files indicate tha obacco Roac asse he roadway 
| N pay fil 1 that ‘Tobac Road’ pa ae B 1 


run mark of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ about five months ago. Mike Goldreyer, 
press agent of ‘Road,’ who announced the ‘Abie’ mark would be reached 
'on Nov. 18, had based his claim on Burns Mantle’s figures, which credited 
|‘Abie’ with 2,532 performances. Other sources tab the Anne Nichols com- 
edy as having been given 2,327 times in New York. ‘Abie’ records are in 
storage but Miss Nichols is confident that her play ran over 2,500 times 
before closing at the Republic, N. Y 

‘Abie’ played 283 weeks, having opened at the Fulton in May, 1922, and 
closed at the Republic Oct. 19, 1927. Show played any number of extra 
performances. Admitted that ‘Road,’ regardless of any desire to establish 
a new run mark, is being kept at the Forrest theatre to benefit the two 
road companies, which are grossing much more than the number one com- 
pany. Latter is averaging $4,000 and slightly more. One road 
grossed four times that much last week. 


company 


Although he was connected with presentation of one or two plays pre- 
viously, the showing of ‘Life With Father’, which opens tonight (Wed.) 
at the Empire, N. Y., is the first managerial venture of Oscar Serlin on 
|his own. The comedy is rated the prize play from the summer crop in 
the sticks. It was dramatized by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
from the story of old New York by Clarence Day. Lindsay is in the cast. 
‘Father’ opened in Baltimore last week and indicated high promise 

Serlin was formerly an actor and stager. He joined Paramount some 
| Seasons ago and, after some time on the Coast with that studio, returned 
|to New York as head of Par’s talent department. After leaving that firm 
| he was connected with Selznick-International for a time, but for the past 
year or so has been aiming for the legit. 


‘Time of Your Life’, the William Saroyan play at the Booth, N. Y., was 
accorded liberal commendation from most critics in their Sunday 
|}columns, upping the show's chances to stick. Added to the numerous 
switches in cast and direction was the matter of costuming when ‘Life’ 
was being readied. Stylized costumes were tried, but such rigs in a low- 
down San Francisco waterfront saloon were found to be out of place. 

Only other scene in the play is a bedroom, which may be deleted. That 
| Scene principally allows Eddie Dowling to play with a merry-go-round 
; toy in an effort to appease the distraught street walker, who is the show's 
femme lead (Julie Haydon). 


(5) 





‘Summer Night,’ which opened and quickly folded at the St. James, N. Y., 
last week, brought back Benjamin F. (Barney) Glazer and Lewis E. Gens- 
ler, both of whom were associate picture producers for Paramount in 
Hollywood. Glazer first drew attention when he adapted ‘Lilliom’ from 
the Hungarian, play making an excellent run at the Fulton, N. Y. Later 
he was made managing director of the Charles Frohman office for Pat, 
preceding Gilbert Miller in that post. 
| Gensler is a composer and producer. He was associated with Morris 
Green in the presentation of several musicals on Broadway before going 
| into pictures, 
| 


notices given thei! 
Ads in the dailies 


Bonfils & Somnes gently protested against adverse 


} Copy went on to say that it is the kind of play that audiences like. 
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Hearst Finances Reported Up 

Reported in Montreal that Hearst 
fs now paying cash for current sup- 
plies of newsprint, thereby reviving 


confidence among newsprint manu- | 


facturers in the future of the former 
newsprint empire . 

Canadian banks such Royal 
Bank of Canada, Bank of Montreal, 


as 


Banque Canadienne Nationale, which | 


have been discounting Hearst notes, 
were deeply concerned about the 
situation in 1937, when it was said 
that about $8,000,000 of Hearst bills 


were in the hands of various paper 
mills. 

Though Hearst is reported owing 
some $10,500,000 for newsprint in 
Canada, and possibly another $4,- 
000.000 to manufacturers of news- 


print in the U. S., the situation has 
been greatly relieved by a reported 
steady improvement of Hearst 
finances. 

The Hearst organization had been 
paying for newsprint with notes, but 
request was made a few months ago 
for extension of credit. Canadian 
paper mills then agreed to take de- 
mand notes for portion of bills due, 
these notes to be presented for pay- 
ment only at such time as the Hearst 
organization would find it convenient 
1o pay. 

Hearst report- 
for 


chain is 
customer 


newspapel 
Canada’s largest 
newsprint, buying over 
worth of paper annually. 
chain, which once consumed 600,000 
fons of newsprint annually, still 
takes over 300,000 tons a year out of 
Canada, slightly more than 10°%¢ of 
Canada’s output. 


ed 


Syndicate May Buy Eagle 

Wavy out of the financial difficulties 
in which the Brooklyn «N.Y.) Eagle 
now finds itself is expected to be the 
purchase of the pane! by a syndi- 
cate headed by Frank D. Schroth, 
the present publisher Move is said 
to have been contemplated for some 
time. awaiting only formal bank- 
ruptcy of the publishing company 
and appointment of a trustee legally 
qualified to receive a purchase bid 

Trustee in bankruptey is Clarence 
E. Galston, who arranged for 
continued publication of the pape} 
under Schroth’s direction. As soon 
as the expected Schroth ofle 
ceived, meeting of the creditors 
will be called to pass on the bid. It’s 


has 


1s 


re- 


a 


seen certain that the purchase offe1 
will be accepted. 

Liabilitics of the publishing com- 
pany are neal $5,000,000. 

R. W. Clarke Succeeds Devell 

New managing editor of the N ¥. 


Daily News, succeeding the Jate Har- 
vey V. Deuell, is Richard W. Clarke, 
upped from the post of Sunday edi- 


for. His father, the late Arthur L. 

Clarke, was the tabs first m.e. 
Only 43. the News’ new m.e. is a 

pioneer member of the paper's staff, 


having joined the daily upon its in- 


ception. Despite the edict of Capt. 
Joseph Patterson, the papers pub- | 
lisher, against rehiring former staff 
members, Clarke returned t the 
paper about 10 years ago after serv- 
ing elsewhere for some time. 

Peter Levins, who does the factual 
whodunit for the Sunday News, suc- 
ceeds Clarke as Sunday editor 


N. Y¥. Post's $50,000 Libel Suit 
Application to 


examine George 


Backer before trial. to be heard Nov 
10 in N. Y. supreme court, reveals 
a $50,000 libel action against the 
N. Y. Post. The plaintiff is Martin 
Nadel, a member of the examining 
division of the Civil Service com- 
mission. The alleged libel occurred 
on Jan. 21, 1939, when the Post in a 
cartoon assertedly referred t 
man bearing a similar name as the 
plaintiff's 

For its defense the Post alleges it 
Gid not refer to the plaintiff, and 


that on Feb. 23 


1l pr inted an apolos y. 


ANG, Hearst Talk on Strike 


Seitlement of the Chicago strike 
heads the agenda of the American 
Newspaper Guild in its present par- 
ley with the Hearst organization on 


national matters. Other points being 
pressed by the newsmen’s union are 
a guild shop, national severance pay 
and overtime provision policies. 
Scripps-Howard is reputedly hold- 
ing off on new and renewal contract 


negotiations on a number of its pa- 
pers, including the N. Y. World- 
Telegram, Houston ¢Tex.) Press. and 


San Diego ‘(Cal.) Sun, pending the 
outcome of the Guild-Hearst policy 
Broun and W-T May Renew 
There's) a_ possibility Heywood 
Broun may renew with the New 
York World Telegram when his con- 


tract with that paper expires at the 


end of the vear, instead of moving 
his column to the N. Y. Post. as re- 
ported he might. 

Broun is said to have found new 


favor with Roy Howard, World-Tele- 


November 8, 1939 


eee 





Old Order Reversed 


Hollywood, Nov. 7. 
Paramount reversed the usual 


procedure by purchasing the 
screen yarn, ‘Memo to a Movie 
Producer,’ and selling the pub- 
lication rights as a novel to 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce, Inc.. of 
New York. 


Original tale, 
Frings, has been 
Charles Bracket ar 
Reachi to be novelized 


written by Ketti 
turned over to 
1d Manuel 








gram publisher, as a result of his 
columns since the start of the war, 
with Howard personally voicing his 
commendation to Broun. 
there is said to have been an ex- 
tended coolness between the two. At 
the Post offices it’s denied there’s 
been any negotiations with Broun 


relative to a berth for him on that 


| paper. 


$17,500,000 | 
Hearst | 


Meanwhile, the demise of Broun’s 
Nutmeg is predicted imminent 
Weekly is now down to four pages. 


New Fiction Pulp Outfit 
Henry Harold Gold- 
smith, who have one of the biggest 
of the pulp mag chains in their Pop- 
ular Publications, have formed an 
additional publishing organization to 


Steeger and 


| get out a new group of periodicals. 


Name of the new one is Fictioneers, 
Inc., and as indicated by the title 
will put out fiction pubs only. 

Except that it will be quartered 
with Popular Publications, in N. Y., 
Fictioneers, Inc., will be conducted 
as a separate entity. New staff has 
been gathered to administer the 
mags to be issued under that trade- 
mark. 

First few of the Fictioneers per- 
iodicals are being made ready now, 


and will hit the newsstands within 
a few weeks. Titles and subject 
matter are being withheld for the 


time being 
A Husband Worth That Much? 
Suit of Miriam Ve 
against Time Inc... and Bernard 
Lansbury for $1,000,000 libel was dis- 


ne, 


closed Friday (3) in N. Y. supreme 
court. - Alleged libel was published 
in Life Sept. 25 last. 

Dancer was one of two American 
girls who performed tor Adolf Hit- 


ler, Complaint alleges that article 
by Lansbury in Life stated that the 
dancer ‘aroused’ Hitler, and that her 
conduct in private performance 
for him was ‘unseemly impropei 


a 


and 


aroused his appetite She asserts 
says her relations were ‘immoral, 
scandalous and = imprope: The 
dancer asserts she is not married 
and, as result of the artick he 
probably won't be able to secure a 
husband As a re t e want 
$1.000.000 instead 
Mag Circulation Up 

Alt} wh he ne t | e ¢ 
TT 4 ! ( oOpped Vv the 
10 ve ove ln cir itio 

id a healthy € n t ne period 

udy by the magazine committee of 
the Association of Nati 1 A - 
tisers has revealed. 

Finding, which covered 15 of the 
leading national periodicals, we 
the present newsstand sal to be 
29% of net paid ¢ ulation 
against 41°) in 1930. However, the 
total circulation had increased more 
than 5,000,000, or 21°, 

Big Zain Was noted n lone-te 
subscriptions, rising from 29°, of the 
total 10 vears ago, to 49% currently 

Agents Resume Self-Reg. Drive 


Effort of Ne Yor) liter \ 

ent lO ¢ e f sell é liat 

aq otner ak to their | l] r 
resumed shortly when Will Kin 
ley Wing and Nannine Joseph, tv 
of the agents who have bee) ! 
the most active in the oveme! 
end out a call for another meetins 
Previous discussions ere halted 
with the arrival of v m we ne 
Pinker case and resultant unfavor- 
able publicity for literary agenting 
expected to hasten the agents’ or- 
ganization. 

Wing has been presiding as tem- 
porary chairman at most recent or- 
ganization meetings, and its expect- 
ed he will be the first head of the 
agents’ group. 

New Scribblers Club 

A new scribblers clut ae ned 
for mutual aid in the profesh ha 
been formed in New York under the 


name of the Gotham Literary Circle. 


with Mrs. Eugene V. Brewster as its 
mentor. Idea is to compare work 
and progress, and to get prominent 
authors for talks 

Mrs. Brewsier is the widow of the 
film fan mag publisher who died 


aboul a year ago 


VARIETY 
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LITERATI OBITS 

Frederick Allen King, 74, literary 5 
editor of the old Literary Digest, Pla Ss Onl Broadwa ‘4 
died Oct. 1 in New York. Besides AL | 'y 
his work for the Digest, which he Continued from page 44 
served for 25 years, he wrote on the 
dance, art and literature for other SUMMER NIGHT dozen times, sometimes with bitter 
publications. He had completed, just adjectives prefixed, while its two- 
before his death, a book on ‘The, ger. Miss Fox, wha is comely, syllable companion word is a close 
Dance in America.’ bound to be seen on Broadway here- | TUnner-up. There is an all male cast, 

Opie Read, 87, pioneer American after. Violet Heming, as the wife. is characters being Sailormen, but the 
humorist. died Nov. 2 of infirmities ina part fairly well suited to her. a in rime of Your Life’ is 
cee ee ee. | Louis Calhern, as the broker, is also Nearly mild in comparison to the 
brought on by advanced age. Con-| okay, though the part is only so-so, | Stuff these lads spill 
temporary of Mark Twain, Eugene! Lionel Stander is believable as Jake. _ Story unfolds aboard the freighter 
Field and James Whitcomb Riley, he| Josephine Victor is satisfactory as Bellemead, journeying from Cape- 
gained fame with his Arkansas Trav- | the proprietress of a chilibean Joint; town to America. Captain Wickford 
eler, which he published from Chi-| Wesley Addy is_ the personable | © CominuaNeTy Sunk and abusive; 

Lockhart: Howard Da Silva. his press the crew complains of the chow: 


cago. Previously he had edited the 
Little Rock Gazette and the Cleve- 
land Leader. 


agent, a bit too pressing: and Boyd 
ie Crawford is Ginger’s fiance. Helen 
Besides his newspaper | Flint has a minor part as has Guy 


there is a fire raging in the hold, and 
the wireless operator cannot contact 
any other vessel for days. Seamen 


Previously | 


dancer, 


and mag scrivenings, he authored | Standing, who plays a croupier. invade the bridge when the skipper 
more than 50 books. ‘Summer Night’ may make a bet- refuses to send out an SOS and 
Bruce JI. Suseng, 57, newspaper ter film than stage play. There are “The on mutiny. 
editor for more than 35 years, died few laughs and not much drama, so sigan ito take ae ah yg 
js ; : . >» ca y . « ‘ yi : ay Si rw an in- 
Nov. 5 in Louisville, Ky., where he oe Sane! SHeee Seer S SPee | Tee hand. Another boat is finally 
P acle c . ‘ Ss « 
had gone 35 assume the edi- | ‘““'=: ; ' -eache : fas ? 
ntti Ba ge to a: oo h ol (Withdrawn Saturday after four reached, but is too far away, 
torship of the short-lived Louisvill€ performances; printed for the rec- Instructions from that ship’s sur- 
News and Enquirer ord ) lbee. geon, however, is that amputa- 
—_ —_— - tion appears the only way to save 
CHATTER the kid’s life. First mate Daily 
Mestic Book Co. { G PASTORAL performs the operation only to be 
Mas dhe Se eg ee f cursed bv the Y hos sist } 
V. Spielburge: ; . nc oF ee +} : he boy, a en 
SI I He ot le mate's sweetheart. The hasiv op- 
Sir Philip Gibbs doing a new boc le pt isc | , 
ew oa sone ation, performec after Daily 
on the war, ‘Broken Pledge ae knocks out the tipsy skipper, is sup- 
Laetitia Bolton has joined Stoke posed to be the play’s punch scene 
in charge of its pre department ' The boat finally reaches port, and 
Francis W. Hilton, of the Santa ' : ; Phil the fire extinguished Thom: the 
Barbara (Cal.) News-Press. is com- uth W a is removed to a ho pital, but 
: ; ies s ‘ “rwar fore o 
pleting a novel. ces eg aeeavewe ess John Banner | ON “* _ rward. ot oer 
— | : ne ee pipe ke ' ( mpbell Out the kid charges the captcin with 
H. B. Elliston, editor of the Chris-) pri: ey ; Willi Nichols | srmues 2 : 
, B. : Ki n wis smuggling dope and with a murder- 
tian Science Monitor, off for a Scan- a. zies ~ alll ous attack. It is because the boy 
dinavian look-around. “tea DD SB bea yen reece had been told of Wickford’s illicit ac- 
Robert Hunt has left Morrow to) Dict . 7 . lick Wace thons and threatened to squeal that 
ee ‘ s : a , ois . > c4a8 dei . 
join the new publishing firm of tin Mi y Se bteannien 5 nor 1 Blum his condition was neglected. Cap- 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce. Sara Tem Brock. ..scccecsss Frieda AlGnen — — immediate complaint 
ir iruse Ww! > av spect . ack 
Robert Josephy reelected prez of , S!'. Cirusome.........eeeeees eh Vine Vhantiia t 1 A, 1e naval inspector and asks 
the Bock and Mecasine Guild. with | remmmet ees ececee tere rene: Robert Robsem that all officers have their licenses 
1e ook and Magazine Guild, with | wittie. Wilton Grit!) revoked. 


Abe Lerner the new v.p. 
H. B. L. Webb editing an anthol- 


He is arrested on charges, 


however. 


The comparatively new production Despite the exposition of gutter 














ogy of the works of his wife. Mary eet of Bonfils and Somnes are still, language, ‘Sea Dogs’ is too quiet a 
: : sea» celec , or c ‘Dac a : , 
Webb, the novelist and poet. noe <he in selecting scripts. ‘Pas- performance generally to hold the 
" ‘ ora ly t 4 anagerlk ¢ Is is iavw 070A av + ; 
Twenty five years for the New ne Pace ong tees — iS |average playgoer. With ...tle change 
: . ' Vastedad ermort, s author turne 1' oO ace > ¢ “pe ing 
Republic mag, with a 108-page spe- 4 romantic comedv-dram: urneG In of pace, the drama depends on being 
i a romantic comedy-drama a couple) something of a thrille: A fair cast 
cial number to mark the event. of seasons back called ‘Excursi ’ ‘ “9g “a 
Faith : ; 4 seasons bac caller 2xCursion is headed by Russell Hardie, who 
aith Jaldwin in Connecticut: which the critics went for in a big does wel] enough as Dz vy. Joseph 
‘working on a new novel to be’ way; yet that play came out in the! Macaulay. as the hard-drinking ¢k ip- 
serialized in Good Housekeeping red per, James McCallion, young player 
Elaine Sterns Carrington, the ra- . Ruth Weston, who did so well in| who plays the injured boy and 
dio scribbler, will have a volume rhe one Way last season, h; makes him believable, Ben Lackland. 
of short tales brought out by Mess- ® ankless part. She plays Ingeborg, as a rebellious sailor, and Barton 
aes a matron, with a grown son and Hepburn, as the radio operator A 
, . ; —_— daughter, living with Genko, the’ stronger playing casi ‘ ere 
Joseph Wood Krutch’s ‘The Amer- |allesed captain of a Buleari: ee CT Coe ee mene 
- ag part | alleged captain of a Bulgarian gun- the play more authoritative, but 
ican Drama Since 191 appears this | boat. Latter is John Banner, who doubtful if even that wou'd put it 
week, under the Random House im- ‘totes his dialect from Vienna. being across. lbee. 
print. one of the refugees in last summer 
H. G. Wells doing a book of about | From Vienna,’ which was supported 
30,000 words on how the world - the Music Box by a kitty raised Pl a 
: r ch » le Le i mur are he fexnt- , *. 
should be reorganized when peace PY Show people. They are the fea! ays Out of Town 
returns ured pair. Banner’s performance is 
oo so-so, for that character, too, has lit- Continued from page 44 
Elmer Gertz at work a history — 
Limer 1ETUZ a Wo! On a NAIStory tle audience appeal 


of the Chicago Tribune and_ the Play is a one-setter, the interior of 
Medill, McCormick and Patterson farmhouse in the Catskills that’s un- THUNDER ROCK 
families. realistic. Ingebord and Genko are ching to fly a war pl t 
~ : : %: , 4 4 ithe Oo Ba far plane asa ( ‘ 
Charles Lee, the Boston Herald's Supposed to be raising chicken NEY | against ‘injustice.’ a futil set ae 
book crick. getting his ‘How To En- | 2@ve no money and don't care about ©” ae ae ee a Geaeee es 
> f 3° — ge . = 1} 1 } ‘ the do h Ve ne ‘\ tor ays ( harle ton, all hope for alva- 
joy Reading’ published He illus- s Oe gad eg Oe “~ F * parila 4 C, * tion is gone 
— fuests at all time egardlt O ‘ees 
trated it, too. Arad servants Are Whiting Coan. an Searching for a solution, he recre- 
August L. Stern, of the N. Y. Jour-/4¢ one point it looks as though ates in his mind a past era of hope 
3 . : a i | ] ] Sa 1O I Una ) Ray eke aaa ' 
nal American staff, fictionizing end of the cast would go to town #20 2? piration and peoples it with 
| play on Mme. Jumel, the colonial with something musical. id nt the images . the A rms n and me 
a , yassengers of a sailing Ss hich 
New York siren. much happens I . i - u ~ hag. el whi h 
— . We W W Pf ‘ ny ‘ yore 
Cecil Davy Lewis is the real tf rhe lovers have been at it nine nt down with all hands aboard 
7s faa tees pi clic ica tdi meneece” 4 +... near his island in 1849. These were 
of Nicholas Blake, whos The Smiler <eehag Poses an nid f ld nmigrants who set out for ne 
, } “ h« " 4 i aiwy vv i ‘ i . 
With The Knife nas just been | ) ; ; a rning 4 “ty R land and new hope « nvisioned in the 
7 «ai y ai ii i i , cit - 
lisher by Harper denly the lad is found to } love Opening up of the west. Through 
. Sica ae a ound »¥ be In | f : , 
Vicior Whiiloc k, one of the ov - vith her daughter Another 1 nee tnen and thei: faith in a brighter 
ers of Pathfinder Ma e sis ingebard’s 18-vear-old on mad day he hopes to recapture confidence 
ale recently, has joined ms about a farmer's daughter who ran “oi a possible answer to his prob- 
1 . c ) em 
Business, the ma away and got a job in a 5-and-10 TI I t > J 
; he chari r » Captai 
Charles Hanson Towns com- | Whatever to become of the loose- , it rea vac u " FORMUA, 
lard- ‘ acticz F : 
nleted a book desiened , ‘ , le :‘ nad romances doesnt matter mucn . s “ tehept ce Hor, 
! é ‘ as 3 dh PERS “ Richeetia . ; Brigg a workingman broken in 
4 nt ‘ an ote 1 iit WOT) 1i¢ »UiLaTllad a ms 0 1 " 
counterpart of Emily P. BUG oo ao ae a aes Sion body but hopeful of a new start: Di 
he ! oO ne -€al salKa! mn 
Book’ for femmes. ; ae ‘ Stefan Kurtz, a scientist escaping 
: : form, Ingebord’s husband turns up to ‘a F 
Michael A. Morrissey is the new hay : | ‘ tes + ; ) from the bigotry and ignorance of 
; y they had been divorced in Pari } oa Si s Ta : 
prez of the American News Co. He: months ago So the middle-ave is native land: Melanie, the doctor’s 
: , ] ' é A ior: 1. re « Ki vo: 7 
succeeds Harry Gould, who becomes sweethearts decide to get married on | V!Prant daughter; Mi Kirby, an in- 
chairman of the board nothing a week telligent pinster ahead of her times 
nairmar I i 1Ounl a W ; her que: r fe . anciDi- 
Lew Gannett, Car! Sandt There are yme fair smaller part a uest for feminine emancips 
Car} ( ; geet ag | n the play, but that ‘Pastor cum | om All these take on human shape 
. ; . +4 . ¥ 20) l ) di t a Tai an . s . 
ari H ne to talk at the next B i aauliie hl : “ieee and personality to Charleston 
1d A or Luncheor the Hote — ted rage TI t . 
uthor L at t i ’ ne ™# , . ; Through these reincarnated per- 
—_ ae Nov. 14 enti ‘ oo tri ,» SOonages he mirrors the puzzle of } 
} Cree I Iv \ wv’ ¢ ag ; I : dilemn r it ou ‘ + 
ala i Richar Lle f t he | them het r mere 
. cat Y lt for to the 
,lished in England, purchased  fé SEA DOG . a oe Sena ae Sane 
; ! > 2 ; ; 1 wrhiry f + 
i American publication by McMi] GS as ‘ Cc) ‘ f 4 nful 
: : . , ( aeq IO! I t 
‘ Herschel Brickell, former boo} ! e¢ 
} as ( | I Joshu tne « ly one noon 
| viewer for the N. Y. Post, } PNec } he pe ts them to ke « 
( liract Vv Nort { OF ( re ( ract na 1 €re- 
itchez Vi Brickell nalitie ( coverin that the fe: 
ve of those pai d evils of th moaern ve sre but 
Control of the Bediord (In ’ D: offshoo of milar hopel ness in 
, . : the past 
Mail has bee acaquired by John F ; Wh ; ' . . 
‘eee . i \ What ther the so ion? Aut 
Fuller from Fred B. Oti ie! . bediinas aie’ e solution: Author 
+4 eve connect +} ‘ Ararey sets out to prove that slowly, 
LaALLe ] S I i? if ) Ne mn V in ; } ; 1 1 
) | : . te wo urely, civilization muddles throug} 
the o2-year-old pape! Aad : tated Spies “ar® In spite of mounting obstacle and 
Boyce House, Texas newspaper- narrow human weaknesses, progress 
man and author, left by plane from nt ee ‘ t } is gradually realized. America and 
a . i eT 5 ' ‘ j 4 
Austin Thursday (2) for Culver City } '. Mu its democratic svstem of life must be 
- 1 he , 
to act as technical adviser for Te KE | preserved at all costs. Today, more 
oil boom picture for Metro es shoes nie i» than ever before, it be \- 
| Fj i dictionat of underworld : ; lained a a naven ana nope ! é 
lang hi been compile i I. B ‘ j wor:ad gone maa Phird-act «¢ ax 
= ahs “a ee = P Kealeigh. } pn Be almost accomplishes the mes e of 
sinedigdlomict iS WO Re breyU pls The American Way’ without f Ol 
the Columbia Publishing Co Lurid and sometimes gruesome j The St S dB f 
Volume is to bear the title of ‘Argo is tale of the high se: Thev had Ardrey has a definite feel for 
Couple of femmes, Gertrude Schif- to dust off the ance classy Maxine characterization and h dialog is 
ris and Alice K. J. Shemitz. getting Elliott. which had been used by the real and effective. Performances are 
a new publishing undertaking un-| WPA, but something more diverting excellent all around. Luther Adler, 
der way bearing the name of the t##n this new melodrama will be Charleston, lays it on a bit thick, 
Gertal Publishing C¢ It's a cor necessary to keep it lighted but rounds out a good job. Lee J. 
a Uptil Mins f ‘ a lie ~”Y ' 1 . + ‘ 
otic of the &rst ‘ Not in memory, and probably not ,Cobb scores strongly as Dr. Kurtz. 
Olney n i iubi€ oO} . : , ' 4 ' Pa , 
} t nmin the records, has there ever been | Direction by Elia Kazan and setting 
. f } | ’ if : 1 1 - . . 
each Of nel rst names and Will a play with as much cursin: mhe t Viordecai Gorelik are standouts 
j Operate from N Ze f« r vowel oatt ised more Burm 
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land first part of this week to see 
Broadway the new Pauli Muni show. ; 
Billy Conn had to miss Variety 
'club banquet because he had started 
Danny Danker back to the Coast. training for Gus Lesnevich fight. 
Arthur Brown back as host at the! U. S. Olympic skiier Steve Brad- 
Stork. | ley in. for ro Ry Ry Aen 
Ed Hurley has joined the Moore & show, ‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle. 
Pedlar ad agency. 





| Trevor for the news fotogs when she 
Clark Brown, Paramount's arrived here for ‘Allegheny Upris- 
head, back from Atlanta. | ing’ premiere. 
Gertrude Bond (and Trent) vaude| Edward Everett Horton's 
vet, now a nitery songstress. 


tax 


secre- 


Dave Gross has joined DuMont — proves J in ‘Springtime for 
Television in sales promotion. . RKO’s. Arthur J. Willi caught 
The Hardie Meakins in from | Tallye Dunston in ‘I Want a Police- 
Washington for several days. |man’ and invited her to New York 


The Joseph M. Viertels on honey- for screen-testing. 


moon trip through the south by| Night after Shirley Heller joined 
motor. Herman Middleman band, Show 
Boat, where her brother-in-law, 


Bill Rodgers, of Metro, now a com- 
muter, having moved up to West- 
chester. “ ¥ — 

Henry Koster in N. Y. wit an | . ° 
Kelley, Universal casting director, | Minneapolis 
on vacation. 

Dr. A. H. Giannini, in New York 
for a 10-day vacation, returned to 
the Coast by train. 

Billy Reed, dancer and m.c., now 
promotion and sales manager for, John Boles flew in from Chicago 
Blackstone ad agency. _. _ | for Minnesota theatre engagement. 

Martin Rhythm Quartet, which is} Jack Kirkland in for brief visit 





Jackie Heller, was playing, folded. 
| 


By Les Rees 





| 
| Twin City Variety club holding 
open house football nights. 


on Walter O'’Keefe’s_ broadcast,| with his ‘Tobacco Road’ company 
signed for ‘Three After Three.’ | here. 
J. K. Jerauld, seriously ill for) Patricia Wynn fillinfi in on her 


some time, back from a summer in 
the Maine woods and now okay. __| substitute for ill regular. 

Steve Christie, formerly operating | 
his own spots, is now in charge of Orpheum, Nov. 
the Hotel Forrest bar and lounge. | Spitalny’s, week of Nov. 11. 

Clifford C. Fischer due east on} C. E. Brown, from Paramount 
biz shortly. Mrs, Fischer to Palm homeoffice auditing department, 
Springs to convalesce from an op. | paving first local visit in years. 

Sam Tauber back _on Broadway,| Dave Gillman, indie nabe exhibi- 
managing Maxine Elliott’s, which tor, recuperating from nervous 
opened with ‘Sea Dogs’ Monday (6). breakdown which followed his wife’s 

Ann Pope, sister of Glenn Pope, | death, 
magician, is returning to show busi-| After six weeks of ‘Gold in the 
ness on her own. Coaching vocally. | Hills,’ Auger Bros., rep company now 

Dorothy Stewart, U. S. rep for | offering ‘No Mother to Guide Her,’ 
Australia-New Zealand Theatres, another oldtime meller, at the Alvin, 
back from visit to Canada Lake, | while ‘Murder in Old Red Barn’ goes 


% 4 into seventh week at West Hotel 
The Ziegfeld Girls Club holding | Moorish Room. F 
another tea and fashion show Nov. 


14 at Leon & Eddie’s for charitable 
a 
LaGuardia 


purposes. 
Continued from page 3 





Ludwig N. Foertsch now assistant | 
g.m. of Hotel Astor, and John L. Sul- | 
livan succeeds him as executive as- 
sistant manager. 

William Watters trying to get per- 
mission from French government to 
film a travelog in the Marquesas Is- 
lands, in the South Seas. 











| to acquaint the mayor with film pro- 
| duction, the producers, union status, 
membership, ete. Another session 
with the city’s chief executive will 
Joe E. Howard leaves Billy Rose’s | probably be held within a week, it 
Diamond Horseshoe for his own | is said. 
Gold Room in the Ambassador hotel A Cinema City where producers 
baa ee ae psig rap ten aga could concentrate features in the 
for the preem of “Roaring Twenties.’ | og understood to have been one 
which he produced, can’t do so, due | ° e recommendations by unions 
to WB production commitments. involved. Possible site, if such a 
Feelers for Maurice Chevalier on | project were carried forth through 
a radio program, when he comes | cooperation of the city and produc- 





| 
| 
| 
| 
i 














Ann Sheridan, Warner contractee, a plan is said to have been proposed 
went out to the theatres this week. ; : 

which, together with other strong 
represents American music interests. 

the following after last week’s meet- 
Fred H. Kent, attorney for the E. J. 

yesterday’s conference with Mayor 
missus remaining in N. Y. another | 

be helpful to the press. Our atti- 
‘Mice and Men’ was shot by eastern 
h ) inability to suppl ith i ° 
detieoak tatoo. ability to supply you with informa 
ard Gaynor is campaigning friends | in our campaign to bring a total an- 
special publicity assignment for Co-| area. 
mer Night, which opened and! we shall do so. This will not be for 
opening night.. She was under a| ‘Meanwhile, let it suffice to say 
Spotlight ads on Catherine Hayes | his project to fruition were clearly 
‘Br mie’ (¢ é s’ . 
Brownie’ (as Helen Hayes’ mother Deal being talked with Monogram 
good.” Random House is bringing it 
nature this week. Christie will turn 
had to cancel when last-minute 
| release. 
Friday (3) on the Washington. 

tie will use scripts which the com- 
to return there. 

trical Research Products, Inc., which 

Bio Studio Shutters 

Freddy Meyer, nitery m.c., named 

manager of the Mayfair hotel here. | solidated Film Industries, tenant for 


over here, indicate interest only in ers, plus unions, might be out near 
guest shots, not for a steady show. | the N. Y. World’s Fairgrounds. Such 
was chosen this year’s Red Cross Girl lo 
“ied ; | once before. 
and appears in a special trailer that) ‘a4. american Federation of Labor, 
Wallace Downey flying back to Rio | 
de Janeiro on Friday (10), where he | labor agencies, are strongly behind 
the LaGuardia movement, released 
He’s been in the States some six 
months. ing of unions with the mayor: 
Sparks circuit, has returned to Jack- Our failure to put out a story on 
sonville, Fla., but Sparks and the Z Sasa : 
P LaGuardia is not motivated. by an 
week or two. unwillingness to cooperate with and 
Special trailer on Betty Field for 
_an¢ tude, as a matter of fact, is quite the 
exploitation head for Hal Roach,| contrary. We sincerely regret our 
who figures on giving her an ad-| 
. : . ;. | tion relative to the meeting with Mr. 
‘ business in . . = 
Pe vgs oy wd sage A mngs  Rt | LaGuardia and other developments 
in the film biz for Thanksgiving |nually of $25,000,000 worth of pro- 
orders. He recently wound up aj|duction back to the metropolitan 
lumbia. ‘Just as soon as it becomes 
nbi ; ‘ s ‘ S pos- 
Susan Fox, ingenue-lead in ‘Sum- | sible for us to make news available, 
closed last week at the St. James, | ; : aig 
injured her back during the first act about 10 days, in all probability. 
doctor’s care, but didn’t miss any of | that Mayor LaGuardia’s sincerity 
the following three performances. | and absolute determination to carry 
Brown’s ‘Letters to Mary,’ dealing | and unmistakably de ’ 
rr ; y, = | akabl) -»monstrated. 
with Helen Hayes, embarrassed Christie-Mono Set 
is known), who told all and sundry | a eee 
that her Satevepost serial ‘isn’t that | bY Al Christie has finally been set, 
with termer being readied for sig- 
out in January. 
Leon Kimberly and Helen Page| out three films at Eastern Service 
| Studios, Astori -_ * 
sedate bert u. S. boats anchored in | ’ oe es Oe Cee 
ew York. y s s 
hey were set to depart | “Unusual angle of the deal is that 
American vauders have property in- Mono will put up no coin, but Chris- 
terests in London and are anxious 
pany has on hand for at least two of 
the pictures, it is understood. Elec- 
e 
Pittsburgh owns Eastern Service, has worked 
out Christie’s financing. 
By Hal Cohen 
Biograph studio in the Bronx has 
shut down for at least 10 days. Con- 
Jimmy Peyton’s orch has gone into | ;, aed se ‘ 
its third year at Freda Pope’s Plaza|‘%€ Past seven years, moved out, 
unable to come to terms with Ac- 


cafe. 
Ralph Hitz in on biz and gave 


;tinograph Corp., which owns the 
Fddy Brandt's orch at Chatterbox! studio, on purchase of its equip- 
the once-over. ment. 


Pittsburgh drummer Mike Scrima 
has quit Ina Ray Hutton’s band for 
Harry James’ outfit. 

Joe Hiller and Sid Marke have | 


Actinograph, a subsid of Empire 
Trust Co., is making a deal now for 
other equipment, so that the studio, 

: - ne artnership, each | 28sessed at $425,000, may be re- 
eater scence. _— opened for rental to indies as quick- 

Flock of locals drove up to Cleve-!ly as possible. 


Mayor Scully wouldn't kiss Claire | 


| tary, Penn Vandervoort, getting pro- | 


Minnesota theatre dancing line to/ may play vaudeville d 
: | with the forces. ‘ 
Clyde McCoy orch pencilled into | 





London 


Frank Appleby, 52, Metro sales- 
; man, dead here. 

| The 
| four evacuee kids. 





the Welsh Guards. 
Leslie Henson talks 
| 
| war, ‘As You Were.’ ; 

Zoltan Korda still in Switzerland, 


of 


| where he has been 
war was declared. 

| Jill Clayton, former Cliff Fischer 
| ley, gave birth to girl. 

| Tom Arnold to do his usual flock 
of provincial pantomimes this year, 
These generally 


| despite the war. 
number eight. 

W. Buchanan Taylor is tempora- 
rily acting publicity manager for 
20th-Fox, necessitated by illness of 
Roy Simmonds. 

G. & S. Films, of which Josef 
Somlo is production chief, may film 
Capt. Bruce Bairnsfather's ‘Old Bill,’ 
with Syd Walker in the title role. 

Gabriel Pascal wants Sophie Stew- 
art to return from Hollywood to 
play part in ‘Major Barbara,’ spe- 
| cially written for her by George Ber- 
nard Shaw. 

Billy Cotton, in the Royal Air 
Force reserve for some years, has 
| been called to the colors. His band 





Warner Bros. (London), which has 


30, following Phil} Max Miller under contract for one 


more picture, a musical, may Start 
shooting very shortly, as picture has 
to be done this year. 

H. M. Tennent dickering with Bea- 
trice Lillie and Bobby Howes to star 
in revue at Queen’s theatre which 
will comprise best bits from Noel 
Coward's ‘Set to Music.’ 

John C. Wilson seeking Elisabeth 
Bergner for the leading female role 
in ‘Duo,’ originally produced in Paris. 
Before he left for New York he 
talked of producing the play in Lon- 
don. 

New Palladium show grossed $23,- 





i! ‘Folies 
| Fischer revue from London Casino, | 


000 in first four days of opening, 
| playing 10 performances, new rec- 
ord for house. This is first time 
j}house is playing three matinees 
| weekly, including one on Saturday. 
Superbes,’ the Clifford C 


whose tour was interrupted by the 





| outbreak of war, due to reopen for | 
Fischer | 
with | 


another vaudeville run. 
| sunning show in conjunction 
Eric Wollheim. 

First week’s business of J. B. 
Priestley’s ‘Music at Night,’ at the 
Westminster, proved _ satisfactory. 
a week and a share in profits. On 
normal salaries. 

British Consolidated’s new film, 
which stars Barry K. Barnes, Diana 
Churchill and Alastair Sim, is be- 
ing held up due to David McDonaid, 
the director, having been called to 
the colors. Company negotiating 
with War Office to get permission 
for McDonald to finish the picture. 

Harry Foster has booked Stafford 
and Louise, the Bredwins, Teddy 
Brown, Nesbitt Bros. and Roma 








podrome show. Also Geraldo 
band and Doris Hare for 
Cochran revue, due to open in Man- 


need at least $150,000 for reconstruc- 
tion, and so it’s now likely that when 
show finally hits town it will go the 
Palace. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





George Robey planed it back to 
London. 

Trade continues bright in the New 
Zealand pic field. 

‘Goodhve Mr. Chips’ (M-G) is a 
major click in Australia. 

‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) biggest 
femme hit here in years for Hoyts. 

Ian Keith clicked in ‘I Killed the 
Count’ at Minerva, Sydney, for Dave 
Martin. 

Nick Lucas, after a good Mel- 
bourne run, repeated in Sydney for 
Tivoli Theatres. 

Ron = Richards. 
champ,  personaling 
Union Theatres. 

Williamson-Tait states that the 
Covent Garden Ballet will Aussie- 
tour for them at Christmas. 

Will Mahoney taking a caravan 
trip through New South Wales prior 
to doing a repeat runaround for 
| Tivoli Theatres. 

Screening majority of U. S. fare. 
| Hoyts turned in a profit of $300,000 
last fiscal vear. an increase of $43,496 
| over the 1937-38 span. 

Comedy Harmonists scoring for 
Australian Broadessting Commission 
|in Queensland. Will do repeats in 
Svdnev and Melbourne. 

‘Under Your Hat’ a click in Mel- 
| bourne for Williamson-Tait: Swit- 
zerland Ice Show maintains biz pres- 
| sure in Sydney for same manage- 
ment, 

Charles Munro, Hoyts. announces 
that any member of staff enlisting 
for war service would have salary 
fully maintained by Hoyts during 
absence, and that job would be kept 
open. 

Acts playing in Svdney and Mel- 
bourne for Tivoli Theatres include 
Mills Bros., Nick Lucas, Scott San- 





boxing 
Greater 


Aussie 
for 














Beaumont for George Black’s Hip- | 
and | 
Charles. 


Conrad Veidts have adopted | 


Anthony Bushell is lieutenant in| permission of the Films Commis- 
Cochran's successful revue of the last | day 
stranded since, and Theatres’ act. 


showgal, and now Mrs. Dave Crow- , 


— | 


ders, Ruby Ring, Lea Sonia, Florays, 
Rex and Bessie, Billy Greenley, 
Mirimbas, George Wallace, Boice 
and Ladd, Sunnie O'Dea, Ming and 
| Toy, Edith Griffith, Herb Schriner, 
| Fitz and Carroll. 

It’s against the law now in New 
| South Wales to screen pix without 


Hollywood 





Bob Taplinger laid up with flu. 
Manny Goldstein recovered from 


flu. 
| Robert Taylor back from Mexico 





; Be gee City. 
|} sion. «Any breach brings a fine of F ; ' 
reviving | $500, plus added penalties for every | ., Bette Davis motoring in from New 
an unlicensed house remains | York. 
|open. Government has just granted | Sol Wurtzel back from Manhattan 
an amendment to the Public Halls | holiday. 
Don Ameche resting at Palm 
Springs. 





Dan Ventturini to New York via 
Mexico City. 

Leon Abrams making his first visit 
|in eight years. 

James Hogan back to work after 
a higher premium than 50c was _ pneumonia bout. 
charged for halcony tickets. | _ Fred Seigal celebrated 25th wed- 
| Equity proposals suggest the estab- _— sg po ty 
lishment of an impartial boare which PS ee , oll 
would hear charges of violations. | victor McLaglen bought 800-acre 
Such a board might be chosen from | ranch near Fresno. 
a panel submitted by the American Charles Laughton up and around 
Arbitration Society, much the same | after ear infection. 
as when the League operated a ticket Buck Jones in from Chicago after 
control system several years ago, |TOceo appearances. p 
There weren’t any ‘convictions’ dur- Eugene Forde building a home in 
in~ that period and the plan frittered 


Ticket Code 


Continued from page 41 








recovering from 








i 


ates while he’s' the matter of 








Actors agreed to a minimum of $15 | 


payday their handout amounted to| 


chester Nov. 22. The London Pa-| 
vilion, for which latter was orig- 
inally intended, has. been found to 


|San Fernando valley. 
I | Doris Jordan resumed her original 
out, but no such penalties were then | 
° ' 
possible as are now proposed. 
| 


Charles McCarthy in from New 
York for studio huddles. 

Ruby Wood broke a leg falling 
from a trapeze in Taft, Cal. 

Joseph J. O'Neill out of the hos- 


name, Doris Davenport. 
During last week’s joint session, 
agencies figuring in | 
productions was discussed, with the | 
showman taking the position that pital, but still too ill for work. 
capital from such sources should not Joe Frisco and Charlie Foy open- 
be shut off. Equity people seemed | ing ‘Joe and Charlie's’ nitery in the 
in accord if no discrimination crept | valley. : 
in, nor coin advanced be in the na- | Kate Smith made an_ honorary 
ture of a ‘buy.’ Case of Harry Kauf- | + ele Pe American Legion, 
eer of the Tyson agency wae cited Kyle Palmer moved out of the 
and it was indicated that this ticket | Will Hays office to return to his 
office would naturally benefit from | newspaper job on the L. A. Times. 
shows which Kaufman directed. 


Gabe York also checked out. 
Lee Shubert, with whom Kaufman is 


is connected in a managerial manner, ° 
was in the limelight. He freely dis- St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 








cussed the ticket situation, but de- 
clared he did not dominate the 
League because of the number of 
| theatres his outfit operates on Broad- 
| way. However, with the Shuberts 
| owning, leasing or operating nearly 
| 50% of the Broadway string, few at | 
the meeting could figure how the 








Current season of Little theatre 
opened with ‘Firebrand’ to SRO biz, 
Gordon Carter produced. 

Alex and Albina have opened New 
Rock House, waterfront nitery, a few 








manner, 


Spellman Bill’s Future Dubious 


| Showmen who favor the Spellman 
, bill seem skeptical that Mayor La 
Guardia will sign the measure. That 


firm would not get an edge in some | 


lson last night 


blocks from their old spot. 
Civic Musical League opened sea- 
(Tuesday) with Ezio 


| Pinza, from the Met opera. 


bill, if it goes on the statute books, | 


would limit all ticket premiums at 
75c. over the boxoffice price. Code 
is restricted to the legit theatre and 
| that has been the major fault of all 
Broadway ticket systems to date. 
Agencies are not called on to limit 
the additional charges for tickets to 
sporting and other events, including 
opera, and Equity, despite its far- 
flung affiliations, could not dictate on 
any matters outside the theatre itself. 
During the fall the agencies do a 


| World's Fair, has part 


lively business with football tickets, | 


as an example, and various schemes 
of college associations to keep tickets 
out of their hands have not been 
successful. There are few known 
complaints from fans and the agency 
people say that no one is forced to 
buy tickets for anything. 

House managers were called to the 
League’s offices in addition to brok- 
ers. They were asked 
offices were holding 
25% of all tickets for direct sale. 
Norman Pincus, manager of the 
Alvin, stated that George White had 
the say in the distribution of ‘Scan- 


the 





retain such _ supervision. 
| Engel, of the Winter Garden (‘Hell- 
zapoppin’), was similarly queried 
and claimed the house was comply- 
ing with the rules. Pointed out that 
| the retention of that proportion of 
tickets provides an open invitation 
to smaller speculators to dig them 
out, and no effective way has yet 
been devised to stop this. 

Some showmen have pronounced 
ideas about that type of patronage 
which demands good tickets at the 
last minute and will pay any price 
demanded. Equity people are for 
eliminating such patronage, but that 
is regarded as sophomoric. One rad- 
ical suggestion was made to encour- 
age that type of theatregoer, but to 
keep the excess money where it 
more logically belongs. That plan 
calls for holding some choice loca- 


recognized agencies instead of hav- 
ing them fall into the hands of gyps. 
Such excess coin would be split be- 
tween the broker and the manager, 
but the latter would be required to 
give the government 50% according 
to the present law. 

After meeting discussion indicated 
that there will be a code, much more 
drastic than at present. Managers 
feel that there must be ticket control 








agrees—but wants to be shown. 


| 
| 


if the box- | 
required | 


dals’ tickets, although the code stip- | 
| ulates that managers of theatres must | 
Irving | 


| 


George Woods, former manager of 
St. Louis theatre, has leased the 
Dakota, South St. Louis nabe, from 
St. Louis Amus. Co. 

Buddy Lewis, native, who had role 
in Sun Valley ice show at New ‘York 
in Earl Re- 
flow’s new ice revue at the Arena 
here, Nov. 16-18. 

Planned opnening of Treasure Island 
Park, outside nearby Belleville, IL, 
where huge lotto games were 
skedded, ditched when Sheriff Prind- 
able threatened wholesale pinches. 

Bessie Patterson Gephart, localite, 
won first prize in playwriting contest 
sponsored by Webster Groves, Mo., 
Theatre Guild with a one-act play 
tagged ‘The Magnet.’ It will be pre- 
sented by the Guild on Jan. 1. 

A default judgment for $5,098.54 
against Larry Atkins in favor of Sol 
A. Weintraub, both of whom col- 
laborated in producing the Bobby 
Breen All-Star Revue b.o. loser last 
Xmas week here, was ordered by 
Circuit Judge Barrett when Atkins 
failed to appear to defend the suit. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ to preem 
at Shubert tomorrow night (Thurs- 
day). 

Bob Munzner, back on home 
grounds as assistant manager at the 
College. 

Prof. 





Allardyce Nicoll back at 


| Yale drama school after being held 


abroad by the war. 

Lawrence Dugan, of the Yale 
drama school, sold his play, ‘Once 
Upon a Time,’ for N. Y. production. 

Femme nite spot wrablers mull- 
ing organization to battle law pro- 
hibiting women working after 10 
o'clock. 

Notables to attend banquet Nov. 
9 for William Lyon Phelps when he 
gets local Ad Club distinguished 


| service medal. 


tions for last-minute demand either | 
at the boxoffice, or turned over to | 


| 





| 





South Africa 


By H. Hanson 





Show biz is healthy In South 
Africa despite the war. 

African Consolidated has opened 
a new luxury cinema, The Protea, 


|in Pearl, Cape Colony. 


African Consolidated bringing on 
Ruth Slenczynski, 13-year-old Ameri- 
can pianist, for South African tour. 
She opens this month. 

Richard Tauber staged his oper- 
etta, ‘Land of Smilies,’ at the Empire, 
Johannesburg, before big crowds. 
Cape Town date followed. 

Leslie Henson Co., from England. 
who put in two weeks at Alham- 
bra here for African Consolidated, 
has returned to England. Ivy Tres- 


to protect the theatre and Equity | mand, leading lady, did not sail, de- 


iciding to remain here, 
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Ruling Favors Vineland 





rejected by its competitors, to- 


runs 
gether with whatever shorts, come- 
dies, newsreels, etc., that it will be 


allowed to pick up.’ 

In analyzing the film rental sys- 
tem, Judge Kirkpatrick declared that 
independents are deprived of an 
equal chance with chain groups of 
pidding for new films. 

‘This system constitutes a com- 
bination in restraint of trade,’ the 
Court opined. 

In a  30-page ‘finding - of - fact’ 
analysis on which he based his de- 
cision, Judge Kirkpatrick declared 
the chains were given the right to 
purchase the entire yearly output 
of the producers without any com- 
petition from the independents. — 

‘Agreements are made that no in- 
dependent in the purchasers’ zones 
will get any of the films accepted 
by the chain until at least 28 days 
after they have been exhibited,’ he 
said 

‘Moreover the chain buyers have 
ihe right to reject a proportion of 
the films, and the independents can- 
not get even these until some time 
has elapsed after the rejection, so 
that the independents claim that by 
the time they can procure any of 
the films they have lost their appeal 
and are almost worthless.’ 

The ‘finding-of-fact’ also declared 
that one of the Warner houses, the 


Globe, had been run only ‘sporadic- | 


ally’ and was in disrepair until aj} 
group of Vineland citizens ‘discon- 
tented’ with the condition of the- 


atres in their town organized a com- 
munity corporation to build a the- 
atre of their own. As soon as 
plan was announced, the Court con- 
tinued, Warners remodeled both 
houses and made a ‘deal’ with the 
producers that ultimately deprived 
the Landis from obtaining any 
‘worthwhile’ films until after they 
had been shown at both the Globe 
and the Grand and by that time had 


lost their ‘attractive’ power. 
Monopoly, Ete. 
Under the injunction the defend- 
ants are ordered to stop: 


] Monopolizing or attempting to 


monopolize motion pictures in Vine- 


land and its vicinity. 

2. Restraining or conspiring to 
restrain interstate commerce. 

3. Enforcing or continuing their 


eontracts. 

4. Discriminating against the Lan- 
dis in the of availability, 
protection and price of films. 

5. Giving the Warner theatres 
more first run films than are ‘reason- 
ably necessary.’ 

6. ‘Dissipating’ 
product 


Judge 


matter 


motion picture 
Kirkpatrick in summing up 
observed that ‘Warners, because of 
its position in the first run motion 
picture market in Philadelphia, has 


potential coercive power over dis- 
tributors.’ 

The defendants in the suit are 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc.; Warner 
Bros. Circuit Management; Warner 
Bros Theatres of New Jersey; 
Warner Bros. Theatres, Inc., Del- 
aware; Vitagraph, Inc.; Paramount, 
RKO-Radio, Loew's, 20th-Fox, Co- 
lumbia, Universal and United Art- 


ists Corp 
State Senator Harry Shapiro rep- 
resented the Landis. Counsel for the 


13 defendants were former Attorney- 
General William A. Schnider and 
Morris Wolf. 


Judge 
‘recom- 
trial, 
would 


wherein 
trial, 
during 


This is the 
Kirkpatrick, 


mended’ a 


action 
during 
settlement 
that 
have to find for 


indicating otherwise he 
the plaintifl 


Blank-Goldberg Omaha 
Battle Causes Trust Suit 


Omaha, Nov. 7 

Blank-Ralph D. Goldberg 
battle its 
round with 
trust suit 
Omaha | first-run 
film companies. 

Meanwhile, first-run houses wil! 
jump from three to five during the 
Armistice weekend when Blank 
opens the Paramount on a vaudfilm 
policy (10), and Goldberg unshutters 
ti.e long-dark State (11) on a 
straight film. basis. 

Paramount, burg’s white elephant 
theatre, will have the A. B. Marcus 


A. H 
leva] 


poes nto lt second 
the latter filing an 
Federal Court a 


houses and 


anti- 
in sainst 


eight 


show at 55c top. Deal is a trial 
basis State will have 35c_ top, 
doubles, plus ‘State Hour’ of news- 
reels, shorts and a grocery give- 


away. 

Goldberg names Tri-States (Blank) 
Theatres and Singer-Omaha in suit. 
Tri-States have Omaha and Orphe- 
um while Singer cireuit has the 
Brandeis. Film companies named in 
anti-trust suit are Metro, Paramount, 


Continued from page 3 


{| RKO, Columbia, 


| $393,412. 


the | 


Its | 





Warners, 20th-Fox, 
and Universal. 

defendants refuse to 
on a local competi- 
to exhibs in Omaha terri- 
Petition also states defendant- 
get ‘favorable rentals, rejects 


United Artists 

Petition 
license pictures 
tive 
tory. 


Savs 


basis 


exhibs 


and protection.’ 

Goldberg suit follows closely a 
petition filed by Tri-States asking 
Federal Court to keep Goldberg 
from opening the State. Tri-States 


contend World Realty Co. (Goldberg 











corporation) leased Omaha to Tri- 
States in 1934 with understanding 
realty firm would keep State dark 
during duration of 10-year lease, 
o 
Olney Supervizes 
Continued from page 4 
ors holding securities worth over 
$1,000 are Astor Productions, Inc., 
Colony Pictures, Inc., Douglas Mac- 


Lean Productions, Inc., Garrett Kle- 


ment Pictures, Ltd., B. J. Zeidman 
Productions, Ltd., Condor Pictures, 
Inc., Criterion Productions, Inc., 


Standard Capital Co., Biltmore Pic- 
tures, Inc., Filippine Film Produc- 
tions, Ine., Eugene Frenke, Globe 
Pictures Corp., F. & H. Productions, 
Inc., Special Pictures Corp., Coro- 
nado Films, Inc., and Arcadia Pic- 
tures Corp. 

Unsecured 
Those over 


creditors’ claims total 
$1,000 are the 


Chase National Bank, $1,079 for | 
monies advanced: Educational Pic- | 
tures, Inc., of N. Y., $94,603 for 
monies advanced: Educational Stu- 
dios, Ine., of California, $29,166 for 
rent: the same creditor, $8,930 for 


advances: Edco Production Unit, Inc.., 


$49.277 for advances; Fine Arts Pic- | 
tures, Ine. $2,956 for advances: 
Liovyds Film Storage, $1,028 for rent; | 
Mitchell May, J1 $3.273 for mer- 
chandise purchased N. Y Film 
Board of Trade, $1,525 for the same: 
Rockefeller Center, $5.811 for rent: 
Arthur Young & Co., N. Y.. $2,780 
for merchandise purchased: Norman 


C. Nickolson of Rockefeller Plaza, 
$7,250, merchandise purchased: Grace 
E. Stebbins. $1.900 for rent: Film 
Center Bldg... $4,726. rent: H. I. and 
Frances Alperin of Pittsburgh, $1,200 
for rent 
Salaries Owed 

Salaries owed include Earl W. 
Hammons, $43,414; Jack Skirball, 
$11,448; Harceld Saxe, $1,800; Sol Ed- 


wards, $1,097; Jack Barnstyn, $1,350; 


Edward L. Alperson, $2,468 (dis- 
puted), and T. R. Williams, $1,046. 

Advances from exhibitors in the 
U. S. in all of the 29 exchanges were 
under $1,000, On the foreign ad- 
vances there is owed $3.933 to the 
Radiolux Cia Commercial of Ar- 
gentina: $4.250 to the Star Svndicate 
of Australia: $10,000 to Societe de 
Films of Belgium: $6.511 to Chau- 

ahi Film Service of India; $1,215 
to Distribudora Nacional Inea of 
Peru. 

Hollywood Studio creditors total 
under $4,000, recites the petition, and 
$6543 is owed to the Canadian Edu- 

tional Films, Ltd., of Toronto, and 
$34 860 to Educational Films Co,, 
Lt of London. 

On the credit side is $60,000 for 
the leasehold and improvements on 
property at 7250 Santa Monica Blvd., 
California. 

Pron orv notes due and stock in 
various corporations total $77,258 
The largest part of th made up 
of 4.600 shares of common of Cana- 
dion Educational vorth $5,000: 90 

i ( I ‘ I GN Fil | d 
C5 O00: 815 ‘ ete eda 
Ede Pro tior { I 
wort 40.000 ind » OOO ares of 
common of Educational Films Co 
Lid. worth $25.000 

Stoch n ide cor ts of 322 one 
re el t { ee le ( é three 
reeler. 62 features. and 35 westerns 
| e V: ed $56.015 Acces- 

rie and stories are worth $35,516 
and investments in story rights and 
continuities are worth $38.561. 

Trucks and cars belonging to the 
company are valued at $7.500, while 
furniture. fixtures, machinery and 
equipment in the studio is worth 
£20 000 The same articles on the 
N. Y. end are valued at $5,000, and 
for the 29 exchances $29,000, mak- 
ine a total of $103,000 

Some 130 persons and firms are 
listed as owing the company $97.922 
Manv of these were also included 
being owed money for a variety of 
rersons bv GN. 

Of the stock-owning officials some | 
ix pre listed Thev include Earle 
W. Hammon president and a di- 


rector: Bruno Wevers. vice-president 


and a director: Harold Saxe, assist- 
ant tre urer: George Blake ecre- 
tarv and a director: N. C. Nicholsor 


|a director, and John R. Munn, a di- 
| rector. 

The company lists cash on hand as 
only $100, but on deposit in banks 
and elsewhere there is $31,211. 


Hold Off GN Suits 
Los Angeles, Nov. 7. 
Creditors of Grand National Films. 


who had threatened suit to collect 
their bills, agreed to defer legal ac- 
tion for 30 days, following a meeting 
with Lloyd Wright, trustee for the 
company. 

Wright submitted a plan for re- 
financing, now being worked out in 


New York. 





Cincinnati 


Continued from page 10 











week, ‘Dust Destiny’ CWB), $5,000, 
| pretty good. 
Esquire (Gillman) (290: 25-35-40) 


—All Quiet’ (U) (reissue). Moved 
here after big week at Gopher and 


started slowly, but is building and 
should reach good $1,400 on top of 
swell $4,500 at Gopher. Last week, 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) (3d wk), 
$900, okay. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 25)— 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G). Robinson and 


title spell b.o., but there are plenty 
of obstacies to overcome. Looks like 


}gocd $3,200. Last week, ‘Your 
| Troubles’ (20th), $2,800, mild. 
Granada _ (Par) (900; 25-35)— 


‘Rains Came’ (20th). First neighbor- 
hood showing. Good $2,500 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Beau Geste’ (Par), 
split with ‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO), first 
neighborhood showings, $1.800, mild. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000: 20- 
30-40 )—‘Main Street Lawyer’ (Rep) 
and vaude headlined by John Boles. 
Best stage attraction and one of 
most pleasing pictures this house has 
boasted since its re “ening and 
takings are stimulated accordingly. 
Terrific $12,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep) and 
stage show, light $5,000. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
35-40)—Mr. Smith’ (Col). 


Standout 


picture sweeping town and will run | 


Praise from re- 
customers’ word-of- 

gate En route to 
big $9,500. Last week, ‘Thundei 
Afloat’ (M-G), $4,000, light. 


State (Par-Singer) (2.300: 
40)—‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d 
Hitting the boxoffice high spots. Will 
probably move over to Century for 
third loop week Stretching in di- 
rection of $7,000, hefty. Last 
$11,400, 


at least two weeks. 
viewers and 
mouth boosting 


25-35- 


big. 


World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
—Challenge’ (Indie). Many nice 
words for this picture, but will be 
lucky to hit light $1.000 despite 
critics’ cheers Last week, ‘Have 
Music’ (UA) (3d wk), $1,400, disap- 


pointing. 





B. O. Poison 


Continued from page 1} 
a large part of audiences coming in 
to see war films, compilations of of- 
ficial Government pictures, etc., have 
been youths either interested in the 
romance of war or curious as to 


what it really means 

A deluge of war features lately is 
believed in some quarte! to be re- 
ponsible for the sudden apathy of 
the public. Some of the war revivals 
and new films, backgrounded in wat 
storie started out well shortly {ter 
the war abroad broke out, but are 
not now maintaining earlier swift 
pace 

Distributors and theatre du 
quickly into the files for films 
through which thev might cash in on 
the war, including numerous pictures 
that were released several years ago 
Compilations were also hurriedly put 
together for a. quick killing That 
t amounts to a quick killir is be- 
ce I ent draught of the 

4 4 { ‘ 


MARRIAGE 


Mi: n McCloskey ecretary te 
Paul Veville WWL sale nave 
te Martin M« irmi¢ i New O 
leans Friday (3) 

BIRTHS 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Ben Harkins. daugh- 
te: in San Francisco, Nov ] 
Father program manager of 
KFRC., Frisco 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Miller, son, in 
Los Angeles, Nov. 1. Father is head 
of art department for Art Screen 
Service 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Rice, son, in 
New Britain, Conn., Oct. 25. Father 

engineer at WNBC, New Britain 
and Hartford. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jan Peerce, 


a dauchter. 
in New York, Nov. 5. ‘ 


concert and radio tenor 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Crane, daugh- 
ter, in Fo Worth, Oct. 31 Fathe 

s on the announcing staff of KGKO, 
Fort Worth 





(2.800; 25- | 


wk). | 


week, | 





WILBERT L. 
Wilbert L. 


STEWART 
(Bill) 


Stewart, 69, 


owner-manazer of the Rex theatre, 
London, Ont., died Oct. 31 from a 
heart attack. Born near Petrolia 
Ont., Stewart spent almost all his 
life in show business, having been an 


singer, theatre 


actor, tap dancer, 


operator and manager. 


For several years he_ travelled 
throughout the U. S. and Canada 
With road companies. In 1904 he 


started his own troupe in Braniford, 
Ont., and played that city for two 
years. In 1906 he went to London, 
Ont., and for five years operated the 
Park theatre there. He later operated 
the Princess for stock and vaudeville, 
then the Patricia, also in London. 
In 1927 he built the Rex, which 
ran until his death 


he 


RUFE NAYLOR 


Rufe Naylor, 57 picturesque 
gambler and legit manager, died of a 
heart attack Sept. 29 n Sydney 
Australia. 

At one time he controlled a ijoop 
| of theatres and three racetracks in 
|}South Africa and also promoted 
$1,000,000 sweeps in that territory. 
Back again in Australia, Naylor 


|formted a company and erected the 
| Empire, Sydney, for legit. 
| was 
| Rolls as producer. 
| Student Prince’ and several revues, 
but talkers became the vogue and | 
Naylor | 
and | 
| Press. 


‘Sunny’ 
the first attraction, with Ernest 
Then came ‘The 


the theatre changed hands, 
next becoming a bookmaker 
track tipster. He then become in- 
volved with the government and it’s 


estimated he spent $500,000 fighting | 


various cases, 
JOHN E. SAXE 
John E. Saxe, 66, operator of the 
first nickelodeon in Milwaukee 
and subsequently operator with his 
brother of a chain of 40 Wisconsin 
theaires, nine in Milwaukee, died in 


, Miami Oct. 3. 


With his late brother, Thomas, he 


rose from a Milwaukee newsboy to | 
command the circuit which they sold | 


to Fox in 1927. 

Until the sale of his theatre in- 
terests to his death, he had been in 
the real estate biz. Surviving are a 
son, four daughters, two brothers 


| and six sisters. 


BEN JAFFE 
Ben Jaffe, 28, manager 
theatre, Pittsburgh, owned and op- 
erated by his father, George Jaffe, 
vet burley impressario, died at his 
home last week after an illness of 
over a year. 
Young Jaffe, who broke into show 


of Casino 


biz eight years ago as company man- 
‘fer of a franchise show his father 
owned on the Hirst wheel. stepped 
up to the Casino managership in 
1936 and had been active only a 
short time when he was stricken il] 


CLAUDE GILLINGWATER 





Claude G ngwater, 69. stage and 
screen actor. died Nov. 1 at his homes 
n Beverly Hills of a elf- flicted 
sullet w d. } ( 
healt} He had been in _ picture 

e 1921, when he made h deb 
, 1 M Pickf 1 in ‘Little I 
Fauntleroy.” His t role i 1 “A 
Yank at Oxford’ ] ve 

Before noving » Hollywood he 
had been on the New York stave 
anpvearin f r ve S David 
Be 

Gillinewater left a note tatins r 
} ‘ ad ne ‘ ‘ + he * hurde 

JERRY FOY 

Jerry Foy. 37. radie and stace 
rillv. f y ( WLW. C 

d ot} midwester t 
drownee Oct ( I é f 
Lake He t | 
home 

Bo recovere¢ . ( 
} ‘ hele Nov 4 the K ¢ 
tucky tow! Foy lived with 
t ent the Jame Hendret in 
Yorwood. O Cine, uburb Also 
leaves a brothe 

OTTO H. MULLER 

Otto H. Muller, 45, of Minneapolis, 
died from injuries received in an 
auto crash at Waseca Minn... 
Wednesday, Nov. 1 He was in 
charge of maintenance and purchas- 
ing for Minnesota Amus. Co., Para- 
mount theatre subsidiary in the 
northwest, and had been with the 
company many years 

Further details in the film section 

CHARLES MEYER 

Charles (Candy) Meyer, 68. vet 
circus man, died in Des Moines Oct 
29 of a heart ailment Mever f 
yea was treasurer f the Y 





tOoObinson Shows and avelin ep 
( 1e Paiterson circuses, Worlds 
Bi and R On Bros Snow He 
nad retired several yvears ago 

Survivor re A \ é | r 

( - ] le re 

' Ww. C. POLLA 
William C. Polla, songwriter and 


arranger, died in New York Nov. 4 
at the age of 69. His idow anda 
daughter survive 

Polla was best known for ‘Gon- 
dolier,’ ‘Dancing Tambourine’ and 
other songs, but even better known 
among music publishers and band 


leaders as an arranger. 


E. PAUL PHILLIPS 
FE. Paul Phillips, 48, head of real 
estate department for Paramount for 
about six years, was killed Nov. 1 at 
Wagecka, Minn., when 


the car in 
whicn he was riding with other Par 
executives was sideswiped by a 
truck. Widow, daughter, brother and 
parents survive 
Details in the film section 
MRS. WILLIAM JOEL 
Mrs. William Joel, 67, sister of 
Mrs. Sime Silverman, Charles J. and 
Jess Freeman (Variety), died in 


New York Nov. 2 following a heart 
attack. 

Survived by two children, Mrs. 
Harry Weiss, wife of the RKO Madi- 
son (Brooki#yn, N. Y.) theatre man- 
ager, and George Joel, head of Dial 


FRED A. ‘MAJOR’ SMITH 
Fred A. ‘Major’ Smith, 66, a lead- 
ing drum major two score years ago, 


| died in Corning, N. Y., Oct. 20, from 


a heart attack. 
Smith traveled for several seasons 


with minstrel shows and_ played 
vaudeville (Major and Ray) for 
some years with his baton-swinging 
act. 

Sister and brother survive. 


DAVID ERWIN RUSSELL 
David Erwin Russell, organizer of 


ithe Chicago Operretta Co. and for- 


of the 
Louis, 


mer manager 
Opera Co., St. 


Municipal 
died unex- 


| pectedly on a Chicago street Nov. 5. 


He had been an employee of a Chi 


theatre ticket agency for the last 
few years. 
RUTH MEAKIN 
Ruth Eldredge Meakin. 60. stage 
and screen actress, died Nov. 3 in 
Los Angeles. Her last appearance 


was with the Los Angeles Repertoire 


Co. 10 years ago. 
Surviving is her husband, Charles 
W. Meakin, stage director. 
GEORGE TAYLOR 
George Tayloi 50, screen actor 
died Nov. 2 in Fillmore, Utah. as a 
esult of ir |e istained in a mo- 


Frank Maleolm Waring, 65. father 
of Fred and Tom Waring. died at 
his Harrisburg, Pa., home. Nov. 1, of 
asthma, from which he had suffered 
fo. 20 year Alse irvived by 
widow twe daughte and eight 

randchildren 

Henry M. Kramrath, 72. who long 
held title to the Strand theatre 

) Albar and who at varie 
ou { i¢ Wa € ed } 0 er 
theatrical propertie id the N 
Y. State dita died eC at 

f } Mi 

Elizabeth M. Ahearn, 64, mother of 
Will (and Gladys) Ahearn, vaude- 

le ( me dies ) n 
I ( i Het n had re- 
ent ’ eC fron 14. hs 
} y } f 

Oswald Herman Schuman, 40), 
nember of the pit band at the State 
theatre Hartford, died Nov. 2 in 


} 


widow. d: 
brothe1 


Hartford. Leaves 
parents 


ugnter, 
son, and 


Lew Lake, 65. music hal] come 


} 


Nani, 
well known as an entertainer of 
troops during the World War, died 
in his London home Nov. 5 


P.A. SUES FOUNDATION 


Los Angeles. No j 
Mollie Ste ( filed t lor 
$2.250 azai Ar J. Beckhard 
and the Ame n The e Foundae 
{ n Cc j g prea » of al cone 
trac 
Plaintiff eclare che as hired 
‘ f 50-weel} riod 
$50 i ri ‘ ed 
} 
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lyrom thts inborn 
Auman pattern... 


as familiar as thirst, as certain as hunger, 
comes the enormous leverage radio 


adds to a selling message 


People listen together. And people 
together are more intensely moved than 
people alone. People laugh more when 
they’re together...respond more when 
they’re together...are influenced more 
when they're together...than when 
they’re alone. That’s why people to- 


gether are sold s» much more success- 





fully than people alone. 


Here you have one of the deep roots of radio’s success; one of the brilliant inks 
with which radio writes the accomplishments of its clients. People hear the radio 


sales message together...respond to it together...talk about it then and there! 


Nowhere else does an advertiser get this simultaneous impact on the family...this 
immediate, stepped-up response to his sales message. Nowhere else does the adver- 
tiser start so many conversations, so many sales, so quickly, so surely, as in radio. 


Because people listen together! 





Radio's unique ability to reach a roomful of people at the same time is but one of a dozen funda- 
mental encouragements radio gives to advertising copy. We'll be glad to submit the others, at your 
convenience. They, far more than the vast size of audience delivered to radio clients, explain the 


advertising history of the past decade! Write to CBS at 485 Madison Avenue, New York City. 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


WORLD’S LARGEST RADIO NETWOREKE 























